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T O'T'H E RIGHT HO- 
nourable, Sir PH1LL1v HeRBE RT, Knight 
of the Bathat the Coronation of our Soucratgne, Lord 


King TAME'S, Lord Baron of Sherland, Earle of 


Montgomery, and Knight of the moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter, 


WM 


20 H E Philoſopher Zexo (Right Honourable, and my 
FÞ molt worthily eſteemed Lord) bing demanded on 
P\a time, by what meanesa man might attaine to hap- 
A=a pineſle ; made anſwer : By reſorting to the dead,and ha- 
/ I) utng familtar- conuerſation with them, Intimating 
EP, thereby, The reading of ancient and moderne Hiſtories, 
A © Wan & AN and endeauohring to learn ſuch good inſtruttions,as baue 
b:ne obſerned in our Predecefſers, A queſtion alſo was mooued by grear 
King Ptolomy, to one of the learned wile Interpreters : In what occaſions 
a King ſhould excrciſc himſelfe ? Whereto thus he replied ; To know thoſe 
things which formerly h tue bene done z, And to reade Bookes of thoſe matters 
which offer themſelues aaily, or are fitteſt ſor our inſtant affaires. And laitly, 
in ſeeking thoſe tings whatſocuer, that make for a Kingdomes preſeruation, 
and the correet ion of euill manners or examples, 

Vpon theſe good and warrantable grounds(moſt Noble Lord)befide 
many more of the ſame Nature(which [omir to auoid prolixitic, I dare 
boldly afhrme, thatſuch as are exerciſed in the reading of Hiſtorics, al- 
though they ſeeme to be but yong inyeares, and flenderly inſtrued in 
worldly matters : yet grauity and gray-headed age ſpeaketh maturely in 
them,to the no meane admiration of common and vulgar wdgement. As 
contrary-wile, ſuch as are ignorant of things done and paſt, before rthem- 
felues had any being : continue ſtillin the eſtate of children,able to ſpeake 
or behaue themſclues no otherwiſe ; and,cuen within the bounds of heir 
Native Countries(in reſpect of knowledge or manly capacity)they are no 
more then well-ſceming dumbe Images. 

In due conſideration of the precedent allegations, and vpon the com- 
mand,as alſo moſt Noble encouragement of your Honour tromtimeto 
time; this volume of fingular and exquiſite Hiſtories,varied into ſo many 
and exact natures, appearcth in the worlds view, vnder your Noble Pa- 
tronage,to be ſafely ſheelded from foule-mouth'd flander and detraRtion 
which is too caſily throwne vpon the very beſt deſeruing labours. 
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know (moſt worthy Lord )thar many of them haue Jong fince beene 
publiſhed before, as ſtolne from the firſt original! Authonr, atd yer not 
beawificd with his ſweer ſtyle & clocution of phraſe, neithct favouring 
of his ſingular morall applications. For as it w4$ his full ſcope and aime 
by diſcoucring all vices in their vgly deformities, to make their mortall 
enemies(the ſacred Vertues)to ſhine the cleerer,being ſe;zdown by thetn 
and comp.red with them : ſo cuery true and vpright iudgement, in ob- 
ſcruing the courſe of theſe well-carried Nouels, ſhall plainely perceyue, 
that there is no ſpare made of reproofe in anydegree whatſocuer,where 
Ganc is cmbraced,and grace negleed; bur the iuſt deſeruing ſhame and 
puniſhment thereon inflited, that others may be warned by their exam- 
ple. In imitation of witty «ſpe, who reciteth not a Fable, bur graceth 
it with a indicious moral! application, as many other worthy Wruecrs 
baue done the like. 

For inſtance, let me heere inſert one. A poore man,hauing a pikeſtaffe 
on his ſhoulder,and trauailing thorow a Country Villge;a great Maftiue 
Curre ran mainly at him, ſo that hardly hee could detend himſelfe from 
him. Ar the length, it was his chance to kill the Dogge: 'for which, the 
Owner immediately apprehending him ;' and bringing hit before the 
Iudge, alledged ; That he had flaine his ſeruant which defended his life, 
houſe,and goods, and therefore challenged farisfaction. The Iudge lea- 
ning more in fauour to the Plaintiffe, as being his friend, nejghbour,and 
familiar, then to the iuſtice of the cauſe ;reproued the poore fellow ve- 
ry ſharply, and peremptorily commanded him to make fatisfaRtion, or 
elſe he would commit him to priſon . That were iniuſtice replyedahe 
poore man,becaule I kilde the dogge in defence of my owne lite, which 
deſeructh much better reſpeRthen a million of ſtich Curres. Sirra, firra, 
{aid the Iudge,then you ſhould haue turned the other end of your ſtaffe, 
and not tlie pike, {o the dogges life had beene ſaued, and your owne in 
no danger. True Sir(quorh the fellow) it the dogge would haue turn'd 
his railc, and bir me with chat, and not his teeth, then we both had par- 
rcd quietly, 

I know your Honor to be fo truly iudictous, that your ſelfe can make 
the morall alluſton, both in defence of my poore paines, and acctpration 

of the ſame into your proteRion z with moſt humble ſubmiCl- 
tion of my {clfe, and all my vttermoſt endeauours, to 
be alwaycs at your ſeruice, 
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T he eA uthors Prologue,tothe Lords, Ladies, 


and Gentlewomen. 


1 T'is a matter of humanity, torake compaſſion onthe af- 
Aicted, andalchough it be fitting towards all in generall, 
—i yerto {uch as are moſt tied by bond of duty, who ha- 

uing alrcady ſtood inneede of comfort,do therfore moſt 
needfully deferue to enioy it. Among whom ff cucr any 
were in neceſlity, tound it moſt precious, and therby re- 
ceiued no final contentment, I am one of them ; becauſe from my verie 
yongeſt yeeres, cuen vntill chisinſt2nt : mine affeRions becam exfraor- 
dinarily enflamed, ina place high and Noble, more! (perhaps) then be- 
{cemed my humble condition, albeit no way diſtaſted inthe 1udgement 
of ſuch as were diſcreete, when it came truly to their knowledgeand vn- 
dcrſtanding. Yct (indeed) It Was very painfull for meto endure, not in 
regard of her crue Ity, whom I fo deercly loued; as for want of better g0- 
ucrnment in mine owne carriage ; being altogether ſwaycd by raſh and 
peceuiſh paſhons, which made my aMictions more offenſiueto mee, then 
cither wifedomeallowed, or ſutted with my priuate particular, 

Bur, as counſcll in miſery is no meane comfort, ſo the good aduice of 

a worthy friend, by many {ound and ſingular perſival] ons, wrought ſuch 
adcliberxealker ration ; as not onely preſerued my life(whi ch was before 
incxtreame perill) buralſo o4ue concluſion ro my inconfiderate loue, 
whichin my precedent retractariec rriage, no deliberation,counſcll, c- 
uident ſhame, or whatſocuer peril ſhould enſuethc reon, couldin any 
manner contr adict: beganneto afſwage of it ſelte in time, be {towing not 
oncly onmc my formcr freedome, bur dcliucring me likewiſe from infi- 
eutc perplexitics, 

Andbecauſetheacknowledgement of good turnes or courtclics 
cctued (in my poore opinion)is a vertue among all other highly ro bee 
commended, and the contrary alſoto be condemned : to ſhewe my iclte 
not inorarefull, [ determined({ofooneas I faw my ſelf: in abſolute 1iher- 
ty) in exchange of ſo great a benefit beſtowne on mee, to miniſter tome 
mitigation, I will nor ſay ro ſuch as releeued me, becauſerheir owne bct- 
ter vnderſtanding, or bleſſednefle in Fortune, may detend them froma- 
ny ſuch neccfſiry ; burrathertothem which cruly ſtand innced. And al- 
though that my comfort, may fome way or otherauail-rhe common 
ncedie, yer (me chinkes)where greete 1s greatelt, and calamity moſt in- 
ſulterh, there ought ro be 0ur paines ſoundly imployed, and our graueſt 
inſtructions and aduiſe wholly adminuſtred. 

And who can deny, bur that it is much more conuenient, tocommil- 
ſerarethe diſtreſſe of Ladies and Gentlewome n,thenthe more able con- 
dirion of men? They.as being naturally baſhfull and timorous, hauc their 


ſoft and gentle ſoules, often enflamed with amorous aMictions, which 
lic 
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* TheeAuthors Prologue. 
ie there cloſely concealed, asthey canbelt relaterhe power ofthem,that 
hauc bin ſubic& tothe greateſt proofe, Morecouer, they being reſtrained 
4 Com their wils and defires, by the {cuerity of Fathers, Mothers, Brethe- 
| ren, and Husbands, arc ſhurvp (moſt part of their time) in their Cham- 
| bers, where conſtrainedly firring idle, diverſity of [traunge cogitations 
wheelevp and downe their braines, forging as many (cucrall imaginati- 
»ns, which cannot be alwayes pleaſant and conecnting. It melancholly, 
incircd by ſome amorous or louely apprehenfton, oppreſſe their weake 
and vnreſiſting hearts : they muſt be glad ro beare it patiently (til by bet- 
-er Fortune) ſuch occaſions happen, as may oucrcome fo proud an vſur- 
MON. 
Morcouer, we cannot but confefle, that they arc leflc able, then men, 
co ſupport ſuch oppreſſions : tor it men grow affcionatc, wee plaincly 
PCrcciuc, When any mclancholly troubleſome thoughts, or what greetes 
cle can any way concerne them, their loulcs are nor ſubicfto the like 
| {ufferinos, Buradmit they ſhould fall into ſuch necefhiry, they can come 
nd 20 whither they will, hearc and {ce many {1ngular fights, hawk, hunr, f 
iſh, fowle, ride, or talc on che Seas, all which excrciles haue a particu- £ 
lar power inthemſclues, ro withdraw amorous: pathons, and appropri- s 
11 hewill to the pleating apperite, cither by alteration of ayrc,difkance 
1 placc, or protraction ottime, ro kill forrow,and quicken delight. 
Wherefore, ſomewhat to amend this crror in humane condition,and 
where leaſt ſtrength is, as weeero bee in you molt eracious Ladics and 
Gentlewomen., further off (then inen) from all fraile felicitics : for ſich 
as feelethe weighty in{ultations of proud and imprious lone, and therb 


| are moſt in neede of comtort (and nor rhey that can handle the Needle, 
] Whecle, and Diſtaftc) I haue prouded an hundred Nouelles, Tales,Fa- 
| bles, or Hiltorics, with 1udictous moralles bcionging tothem, for your 

more delight, and queinter excrcile. In a faire and worthy aſſembly, of 


yen Honourable Ladics, and three Noble Gentlemen, they were re- 
-ountcd within the compaile of tendayes, during the wofull time of 6ur 
olate dangerousfickneſle, with apt Sonnets or Canzons, for the conclu- 
lion of each ſcucrall day. 
Inwhich plealing Nouels, may be obſcrued many ſtrange accidents of 
Loue, and othernorableaduentures, happening as well in our times, as 


ey 


hoſe of grauer wr : by reading whereof, you may receyue both 
pleaſure and profitable counſcll, becauſe inthem youſhal percciue, both 
theſinto beſhunned,and thevertueto be embraced; which as 
wholly hatethe one, ſoI do (and cuer will) ho- 
northe others aduance- 
ment, 
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from Pars to Rome : 


The Table. 
The he Fir Day gouerned by «M, ons 


.\Pampinea. 


I Nouell. 
Elcire Chappelet du Prat, by 


ing 4 falſe confeſiion, be- 
uiled an holy religious 147 


and after dyed, And haning during 
his on time bene a very bad man, at 
bu death was reputed tobe a Saint, & 
called $, Chappeler, 

2, Nouecll. 


| A, Prove 4 lew, being <dens ſhed 


or 4duſed by a friend of his, na- 
med lehannot de —_—_ tranailed 
«nd beholding 
there the wicked behaviour of men tn 
the Church, returned to Parks againe, 
wheye ( nevertheleſſe ) hee became 4 
Chriſtian. 
3. Nouell. 
M- lchizedech a Iew,by recounting 
a tale of three Rings to thegreat 
Solaan, ky Saladine, prenxents 4 


great Japer which was prepared for 


him. - 


4. Novell, 
Monk committed an offence wor- 
thy puniſhment, freed himfelfe 
from the Pon tobe inflifted ow him, 
by witt: 
the very ſame fault, 
5.Noucll. 
T# Lady Marqueſſe of Montfer- 
rat with a banquet of Hens, and 
digers other excellent ſpeeches befide, 


repreſſed the ford lene of the King of 


France. 
6.Nouell. 


A? honeſt ft plarne meaning man, 


fimply Cy conſcionably, reprehen« 


reprehending the Abbot of 


ded the malignity, hypoerifi ie, ” 
Aemeanour of many Religious per- 


ſons. 


7. Noucll. 
Ergamino, by telling a Tale of a 
skilfull man, named Primus and 
of an bat of Clugni, honeſtly checks 
anew kinde of couttouſneſſe in Maſter 
Can de ta Scala. | 
8, Nouell, 
(6 3 one Bour fier , with a few 
queint and familiar words, chec- 
ked = ek couetouſneſſe of Sig- 
nior Herminio de Grimaldi, 
9.Nouecll, 
HH the King of Cypris Was Wit - 
tily reprehended, by the words of 
« Gentlewoman of Gaſcognie, and be- 
came vertuouſly altred from hi vict- 


04 a;ſpoſition, 
10. Nouell. 
MY er Albert of Bullen, honeſtly 
made 4 Lady to bluſh, that did 
thinks to have done as much to him, 
becauſe ſhe perceiued him tobee ama- 


rouſly affetted towards her. 


B 
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The IT. hr. gouerned by 


Madam Philomenga. 


The fiſt Novell. 


Artell;no counterfetting to 
M: lame of his members, cau- 
ſed bimelfe to bee fer: "—_ 


the body of Saint Arriguo 
(in jefling maner )be made flew of bis 
ſodaine 
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ſodaine recouery : but when his diſii- two Coates hauimg loſt her two ſonnes, 
mulation was diſcouered hee was well , and then trauailed into Lunigians: 
beaten, being afterwards taken priſo- where one of her ſons became ſeruant A 
ner,and ingreat danger of being han- to the Lord thereef, and Was found - 
ged,and yeteſcapedin the end, 1 dattteonerefamjliny with hrs Maſters : 

2, Nouell.  danghter, who therefore cauſed him to 
I de Eſte,after he wasrobde be impriſoned, Afterward,when the of 


by Theeues, arriued at Chaſteax 
Guillaume, where he was friendly lod- 


conntry of Sicily rebelled againſt king 
Charles, the aforefard Sonme chanced 


od by a faire Widdow, ana recompen- to be knowne by his mother, and vas 


ced likewiſe for all his loſſes:returning 
afterward ſafe and well bome /nto his 
owne honſe. = 
3. Nouell. 
'E Hree yong Gentlemen being Bre- 
thren, and hauing ſpent all theyy 
Lands and poſſeſsr0ns vainely became 
poore, A Nephew of theirs( falling al- 
moſt into as deſperate a condition) be- 
cam acquainted with 1n Abbot fmhom 
he afterward found to bee the King of 
Enplinds daughter and made him hir 
Husband in marriage, recompencing 
«ll bis Vuktes boſſes, and ſeating them 
4741 1 00d eſtate. 
4-Nouell. 
[ Andolpho Ruffolo, falling into po- 
erty, became 4 Pyrate wppon the 
Y6.45,07 bern? taken by the Genewayes 
hardly eſcaped darownmne, which yet 
weuertheleſſe he did , pon 4 Uitle cheſt 
or coffer full of very rich 1ewels, being 
carried thereon toCorfu, vwhere hee 
was well entertayned by a good Wo- 
man, and after returned richly home 
to his owne houſe. | 
| \, 5. Nouell. 
A Nares de Piero, trauayling from 
Perouſe to Naples to buy Horſſes, 
W415 (1n tbe ſpace of one night ) ſurpyi- 
2d by three adrable accidents : out 
of all which,vvitha rich Ring he for- 
tunatel) eſcaped, 
6. Nouell. 
M Aaame BeritolaC ardcalla vas 
found ina ftraunze Hind wvuith 


warried dis maſters Hanger, Ad 'F 


his brother buing found likewiſe, they 
beth returned to great eſtate and cre- 
dite. - 
7. Novell. 
He Soldane of Babylon: fent one of 


his daughters to be royned 111 214- 


riage with the King of Cholcos:who by 


ainers actidents (in the ſpace of foure 
yeeres) hepned into the cuflody of nine 
men, and in ſundry places, At length, 
berno reſtored backe to her Father hee 
went to the ſaide King of Cholcos, as a 
Maiae, ana as at firſt ſhee was inten- 
tended tobe his wife. _ 
8, Nouell. 
&G Ount a' Angzers being falſly aceu- 
ſed, was baniſhed out of” Fraunce, 
and left his two Children in England 
in arners places, Returning afterward 
(vnknowne) thorough Scotland, h-+ 
fourd them adnanced to great dignity, 
Then, repayring in the habit of a Ser- 
uitor, intothe King of France his Ar- 
my, and his innocency made publikely 
knowne,he was reſeated in his former 
honourable degree. 
9. Nouell. Et 
BE rnardo a Merchant of Gewewvay, 
being decetued by another Mer- 
chant, named Ambrofio, loſt aoreat 
part of his goods: and commanding his 
mmnocent wife to be murthered, ſhe eff 
capea,and in the habite of a man, be- 
came ſeruant tothe Soldan,The decet- 
wer being found at laſt, ſhee compaſſed 
ſuch 
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The Table. 


ſuch meanes, that her Hweband Ber - 


par do came into Alexanaria.cy there 
after due puniſhment imflifted on the 


falſe deceiuer, ſhee reſumed the gar- 


ments againe of a woman,and returnd 
home with hey husband to Geneway. 
10. Nouel, 
Agamino da Monaco, a roung Pys 
rate on the ſeas, carried away the 
wife of $ignior Ricctardo Chinzica, 
who wonder ſtanding where ſhee was, 
went thither ; and falling into friend- 


ſhipwith Panamino, demannded his 


wife of him mhereto he yeelded, prout- 
ded, that ſhe would willingly gee away 
with him : (hee denied to part thence 
With hey husband : and Signior Ricet- 
ardo dying, ſhe became the wife of Pa- 
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The third Day gouerned by 
Madam Neiphila. 


The hr{t Nouell. 


Aſſetto a Lamporechio , by 
I counterfeiting himf, elfe aumb, 
became a Gardiner ina Mo- 


wvaſtery of Nunnes, where hee had fa- 
1miliar conuerſation with them all, 


_ 2. Nouell, 


A Query of the table belonging to 
Aozilulffo, King of the Lombaras, 


forma "the meanes of acceſſe to the 


Lucencs bed, without any knowledge 
or conſent in her. Thy being ſecretly 
diſconered by the King and the partie 
knowne, he gaue hin: a marke þy ſhea- 
ring the haire of his head, Whereupor, 
he that was ſo ſhorne, ſheared likewiſe 
the heads of all his fellowes to the lod- 
2119, and {qa eſcaped the puniſhment 
wtended to hin, 


"7 3. Nouell, 


\V* der colour of confeſ5ion, and of 


4 moſt pure conſcrence, a fair yong 
Gentlewoman beerng amorouſly affec- 


ted to an honeſt man induced a denont 
and folemne religions Friar, to adui{e 
her in the meanes (without his (uſpi- 
tron or percetuing) how to entoy the 
bene fit of her friend, and bring hes 
deſires to effect. 


4-Nouell. 
Yong Scholler named Felice, en- 
ſlrnctea Pnceio di Remiert howto 
becom rich in a very ſhort time, white 
Puccio maae experience of the inſtru- 
tron tauoht him , Felice obtazned the 


famour of his danghter, 


5. Nouell, 

RR #ciarae furnamed the Magnifi- 

co, gaue a horſe to Signtor Frans 
ceſco Vergilliſi, pon condition, that 
by his leaue ox licenſe, he might ſpeak 
to his wiſe in his preſence, O91 hee 
ard, . and ſhee not returning him any 
anſwere, made anſwere to himſelfe on 
her hehalfe, and according to his an- 


[wer, ſo the efſef? followed, 


6. Noucll. 

Icciardo Alinutolo , fell in loge 

with the wife of Philippello Fi- 
ehinolfi, and knowing her to bee wery 
iealous of hir husbana gaue her to vn- 
derſtand, that he was greatly enamo- 
red of his wife, and had appointed to 
meete her prinately in a bathing houſe 
on the next day followine : where ſhee 
hoping to take him tardy with his 
cloſe compatted Miſtreſſe, found her 
ſelfe to be aecrined, 


7, Nouell, 
T Heobaldo Eliſet, hauing receyutd 
_* an wnkinae repmlſe by his belo- 


ued, 
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beloued, departed fromFlorence, and 
returning thither (a long while af- 
ter) in the habite of a Pilgrime hee 
che with her, and madc hu wrongs 
knownne vnto her, He deliuered her 
Father from the danger of death be- 
cauſe it was proued,that he haa ſlaine 
Theobaldo : he made peace with hu 
brethren,and in the end,wiſely entoy- 
ed his hearts defare. 
8, Nouecll. 
Erando, by drinking of a certarne 
kind of pouder was buried for dead: 
and by the Abbot who was enamonrea 
of hu wife, was taken out of his grane, 
and pat into a darke "ab et they 
maae him beelene that he was in pur- 
2atory : afterward when time came 
that he ſhould be raiſea to life againe, 
he was made to keepe a childe, which 
the Abbot got by h1s wife, 
9,Noue!ll. 
[cr of Narbons, cured the King of 
4 Fiſtula : tn recompence whereof, 
ſhe requeſted to entoy rn martage, Ber- 
trad the Count ef Rouſsilion, He ha- 
wing married her againſt hes wll,acſ- 
prſing her; went to Florence, where he 
lenrd a young Gentlewoman. Iulict by 
a canine policy compalſed the meanes 
(inſle1of his choſen friena)to lye with 
her husband, by whom ſhee had two 
fonnes ; which afterward being made 
kr:>wne,the Count acceptea her againe 
{or his wife. | | 
10. Noucll. 
I chaſte reſolued continencie of 
Seridtha Daughter to $malae 
Kizg of Denmarkebeing ſued wnteb 'y 
many wort hy perſons, that loued her, 
world not looke any man in the facetiil 
the time ſhe was maried. 
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Philoſtrarus, 


VF, WE Y 9/7 ox IR IF 4M CL OE Va. 2 


— —_ 
_=_ O_o —— 


The Table. 


—— 


The firſt Nouell. 
k is Ancrede, Prince of Salern, cau- 
ſed the amorous friend of his 
dauzhter tobe ſlarne, and ſent her his 
heart in a cup of Golde : which after- 
ward (he ſteeped in an impoyſoned wa- 
ter,and then drinking it, fo dyed. 
2, Nouell. 
Fkier Albert made a young Venett- 
an Gentewoman beleene, that God 
Cuptd was falne in lone with her, and 
he reſorted oftentimes wnto her, in 
diſguiſe of the ſame Ged : afterward, 
being frighted by the Gentlewomans 
kindred and friends hee caſt bimſelfe 
out of her Chamber window, and was 
hidden ina poore mans houſe, Oz the 
day following, in ſhape of a wilde or ſa- 
wage man, he was brought wpon the 
Rialto of Saint Marke, and being 
there publikely knowne by the Bre- 
thren of his Order he was committed 
to priſon, 
3. Novell. 
"_ Hree young Gentlemen affetting 
three Siſters, fled with them ;nts 
C 114), The eldeſt of them ( through 
zealouſie) becommeth the death of her 
Lower, The ſecond, by conſenting to 
the Duke of Canay, ſaueth her l:fe. Af- 
terward, her owne friend killeth her 
and flieth away with the elder Siſter. 
The third conple, both man & woman 
«re charged with her death being ca 
nto priſon gonfeſſe the fa# : but cor- 
rupting the keepers with money eſca- 
ping thence to Rhodes, ther died poore, 
4. Novell, 
Erbino, contrary t0 the former 
plightea faith to Gulielmo, fought 
w:th the King of Thunts f03ake away 
his daughter She being ſlaine by them 
that had the peſ(ſeſsron of her he like- 
wiſe ſlew them , and aftermard had 
his owne head ſmuten off by the com- 
mend of Gultelmo, 


3» Nouell, 
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Sabellaes three Ryethren, ſlew a Gen- 
tleman that ſecretly loued her. His 


2hoſt appearing to her, ſhewed hey in 


what place they had buried his boaie, 


oC. 
6. Nouell. 
AF drean falling in lou with Ga- 
brieils, ſhe declared adreame of 
heys to him,and he another of his un- 
to her,whereupon Gabrtello fel downe 
ſoaainly dead, oye. 
7, Novell. 
4: Simonida: affecting Paſqui- 
no, and walkino with him in 4 
pleaſant garden, it fortuned , that 
Paſquino rubbed his teeth with a 
leafe of Save , and immediately fell 
downe dead.Simonida beiny brought 
before the bench of Tuſtice, {4 chargea 
with the death of Paſquino, ſhe rwh* 
bed her teeth likewiſe with one of the 
leaues of the ſame Sage, as declaring 
what ſhee ſaw hims do,and thereon ſhee 
dyed alſo in the ſame manner. 
8. Nouell. 
{Er onenve affefting Silueſtra, went 
by the earneſt entreaty of his mother 
70 Paris. Returning backe, hee founs 
his Lowe $ ilueſtra married, BY ſe- 
eret meanes he pot into hey houſe, ant 
dyed wpon the bed by her. His body bes 
1n7 to be buried, ſhe likewiſe ated wPp- 
on his coarſe. 
9. Nouell, 
MF” Gurelielmo hauing (ſayne 
Meſſer Guizlimo Guardaſtagno 
whom hee 1manzncd to lone his wife. 
2aut ver his heart to cate. Which ſhee 
knowing afterward, threw her ſelfe 
out of an h10h window to the ground : 
and beino dead was then buried with 
her friend, 
10, Noucll. 


A **nfitians mife. had a Lower of 


ver maids, ſuppoſing him to bee 


dead,in a Cheſt, by reaſon that he had 
drunk a ſleeping water .'T wo Lombard 
V ſarers ſtealing away the cheſt.caried 
it to ther owne houſe, where the man 
awaking was apprehended for a theef. 
c, 
DESHUESOSBEAGSASDESELESES! 
The Fift Day, gouerned by 
Madam Fiammetrta, 
The fiſt Nouell. 
Hynon, by falling in Loue, 
( became wiſe, and by force of 
Armes,winning his farre La: 
dy Iphigenia on the Seas, was after- 
ward impriſoned at Rhodes, Being de- 
linered by one named Ly ſ1machus, 
he recouered his Iphigenia againe , 
and faire Caſlandra,euen in the mid- 
ae(t of therr marriage, They fled with 
them ito Candywhere after they had 
married them, they were called home 
to their owne dwelling, 
2, Nouell. 
Aire Conftance of Liparis, fell in 
lore with Martuccio GommHo : and 
hearing that hewas dead, deſperately 
ſhe emtred into a Barke, and vuent to 
Thunts,where ſhe found him to bee l:- 
uinz. Making ber ſelfe known to him 
he married her, and returned richly 
home with her to Liparis. 
3. Nouell. 
Edro Bocamazzo, eſcaping 4w4y 
with a Jong Damoſell which he bo- 
ved, named Angelina, met with cer- 
tarne Theexes in hu tourney, The D4- 
moſell flying fearefully into 4 Forreſt, 
by chance arriueth at a C »ſtle. Pedro 
berno taken by the Theeues, and hap: 
pening afterward to eſcape from them, 
commeth (accidentally) to the fame 
Caſtle where Angelina was. And ma- 
rying ber, they then retarneq home to 
Rome. 4.Nouel 
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a: Noucl!. 

Itctar 40 Hamer) was found by 

Meſſer Lizzo fleeping at his dau- 
ehters Chamber winaow , haums his 
hand faſt m hers . Wherenppon, they 
were royned iN mayinge, their long 
hue mutuilly reco mpenced, 

5 .Nouczll. 

'C; idotto dying, left a daughter cf 

Pu with I1comins, God tn/avd 
Alen' hy; 'B9. fell both in loue with the 
10972 Marden,and founht for her , who 
bers afte) word bo ry to br the Ir, 7 
10 GLonanni, ſhe was 71nc 114 mar tage 
fo 11eP LTLT 

| 6.Noucll. 

(} ton at Proctda, being found con- 

wer [ing with by Loue,was adima: 
WAL be burned. Dern? knows: by Dor 
Rogiero at Orta, Aamirallof $1cly he 
eſcapid that aanzver, (7 
1:caA ro the nn, ell. 

7, Noucl]. 

f toro fall; 2 1N ic oxe with Vio- 

-nta, [he concerutiio with chilae 
by him,was condemnea to bee hang d, 


IL AS after F741 


4 r 1429 him t0 the Gallo VCI, hee hap 
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8 lie was releaſed 
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1.4) ried toViolenta, 
8, Noucll. 
Ns [ta 10, by 10451, < the aa H4 htey 
" / Strgmioer Pauls \Trancrſarto. Wa- 
ftea of Jus ſub, ſtance, without ye- 
14:13" any loue from ber apaine, By 
7rrſwaſton of Friends, he went to Chi- 
1/o,where he [aw a Knight aeſberate- 
purſue a Maid, whom he ſlew aud 
ue tors Hounds, Anaſteſio inuited 


hrs fries as,and hers alſo whom: hee lo- 
ued. to 4 | « dinner, T7 ho [ tkewiſe [awe 4 he 


ſame D. emoſell / torn 11 hg which 


hu <ntind loue percerumg , fearing 
leaſt the like ſhould befall her.$ coke 4- 
naſtaſt 10 to be her husbanad. 
9.Nouecll. 
Rederigo loued a Gentlewoman,ana 
WAS ot requited with loue agarne. 
By bountifull expences he conſumed all 
his wealth ſauing a Hawke or Falcon, 
which he beſtowed on her for 4 dinner. 
She bernt 4 conquered ty £15 his EXC627E-> 
aing k:inaneſſe, accepted him for her 
Huzsband, ts maae him 4 man of wet- 
thy poſſeſs:ons, 
10. Nouell. 
P* Faro az Vincoto, ment 7 [i up at 4 
friends houſe, His wife he whilſt 
had a youn? man whom ſhee loued, at 
ſupper with her, Pedro 1etir ning on 4 
ſodaine,the youy man ws hidden vn 
der 4 Coope for Hens, Pcdro mn ex- 
of of his ſo ſoone commng home, de- 
lareth how in the wo of Herc ula- 
north whom he fhoula haue ſupt ) 4 
freend of his Wines was found, which 
"cs thereaſen of the Suppers break- 
ng off, Pedroes Wife, reproutg the 
-rror of erculanoes wife,an Afſe ty 
chaunce treads on the your mans fin. 
gers that lay hidden —_ the Hen- 
coope. V pon bu crying out Pedro ſtep. 
peth thuher, ſees him, knewes him, 
and findeth the fallacy of his wife. 
with whom(neuerthele(ſe)he groweth 
to apreement, 2 regara of ſome $712- 


perfettions which bee fownd 31 him- 
ſelfe. 


The end ot the Table. 
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THE STXT-D'XY, 


Gouerned vnder Madame 
EL12Z A. 


I herein the Diſcourſes or N{cuels there to bee 
recounted,doe concerne ſuch perſons; who by 
ſome witty words ( when any haue taunted 
them ) haue reuenged themſelues, in a ſudden, 
vnexpected and diſcreet anſwere,thereby pre- 
aenting loſſe, danger, ſcorne and diſgrace ,re- 
torting them on the buſ;-headed Queſttoners, 


The Argument of the firſt Nouell. 


IJ 


Y \ : - . 
kl him on horſebacke,and promiſed,to tell her an excel- 


FP Right requeſted Madame Oretta, to ride behinde 


lent Tale by the Way. But the Lady perceiuing, 
that his diſcourſe was idle ,and much worſe delinered: entr ea: 
ted him to let her walke on foote againe. 


The Morall. 


Reprehending thefolly offuch men, as idewke 
to report diſcourſes, which are beyond their wit and 


want and gaine nothing but blame for their la- 
our. 


Cj The 
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The Argument of the ſecond Nouell, 


Iſtio a Baker , by a witty anſwere which he gaue -onto 
Meſſer Geri Spina,cauſed him to acknowledge a Vpry 
indiſcreet motion,which he had made to the ja id Ciſtio, 


The Morall. 


Approuing,that a requeſt ought to be ciuill, before 
it ſhould be granted to any one whatſoeuer, $ 


The Argument of the third Nouell. 


Adam Nonna de Pulc1,by a ſodaine anſwere , did put 
to ſilence a Biſhopof Florence,and the Lord Marſhall: 
bauing mooued a queſtion to the ſaid Lady , which ſeemed 
to come ſhort of honeſty. 


The Morall. 


Wherein 1s declared, that mockers doe ſome- 
times meet with their matches 1n mockery, and to 
their owne ſhame. 


The Argument of the fourth Nouell. | 


(CHichibio,the(ooke to Meſler Currado Gianf1lazzi, 
by a fodaine pleaſant anſwere which he made to his Mas 
ſter ; connertecl his anger into laughter, and thereby eſcae i 
ped the puniſhment, that Meſler meant to impoſe on him: L 


T he Morall. 


Whereby plainely appeareth,that a ſodaine witty, 

and merry anſwere,doth oftentimes appeaſe thefuri- 
ous chollerof an anory man, 
| The 
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The Argument of the fift Nouell. 


Effer Foreſe da Rabatte, and Maiſter Giotto, a 

Painter by his profeſsion, comming together from Mu- 
_ gello, /cornefully reprebended one another for their de- 
(ormity of body. 


The Morall. 
Whereby may be obſerued, that ſuch as will ſpeake 
contemptibly of others,ought{ firſt of all ) to looke 
reſpectiuely on their owne 1mpertections, 


The Argument of the {1xt Nouell. 
Youg and mgoenious Shcoller being onkindly reniled and 
ſmitten by his iqnorant Father, and through the procures 
ment of an vulearned Vicare ; afterward attained to bee 


doubly reuenged on him. 


T he Morall. 

Seruing as an aduertiſment to vnlearned Parents, 
not to be ouer-ralh, in cenſuring on Schollers im- 
perfetions, through any bad or vnbeſeeming per- 
{waons, 


The Argument of the ſeauenth Nouell. 


\Vj Adame Philippa, being accuſed by ber Husband Ris 
naldo de Pugheſe,becauſe he tooke her in Adultery, 
uh a youg Gentleman named Lazarino deGuazzagl- 
ori: cauſed her to-bee cited before a Indge. From whom 
ſhe delinered ber ſelfe,by a ſodaine, witty, and pleaſant 
anſwere,and moderated a fenere ſtrift Statute , formerly 


made againſt women. 


| ' he Vorall. wy = 
Wherein is declared, of what worth its to confelle 


atruth,witha facetious and witty excuſe. 
C| 2 The 
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The Argument of the eighth Nouell, 


Reſco da Celatico, counſeled and aduiſed his Neece 
Ceſca : iThat if ſuch as deſerned to bee looked on , were 


offenſine to her eyes(as ſhe had often told him; )ſhe ſhould 


forbeare to looke on any. 


The Morall. 
In iuſt ſcorne of ſuch vnſightly and 1]l-pleaſing 


ſurly Sluts, who imagine none to bee faire or well-fa- 
uoured, but themſelues. 


The Argument of the ninth Nouell. 


QlgniorGuido Caualcafte,with a ſodaine and witty ans 


ſwere , reprehended the raſh folly of certame Florentine 
Gentlemen,that thought to ſcorne and flout him. 


The Morall. 
Notably diſcouering the great difference that 1s 


. » * @ 
betweene learning and ignorance, vpon Iudicious 
apprehenf1on. 


The Argument of the tenth Nouell. 
þ Reer Onyon promiſed certaine honeſt people of the Country, 


to ſhew them a Feather of the ſame Phenix, that was 
with Noah in his Arke. Inſted whereof, he found (oales, 


which he auouched to be thoſe very coales , wherewith the 
fame Phenix was roaſted. 


The Morall. 


Wherein may be obſerued, what palpable abuſes 
doe many times pale, ynder the counterfcit Cloake 
ot Religion. 
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THE 
SEAVENTH DAY, 


Gouerned vnder the Regiment 
of Dionevs. 


IWherein the Dijcourſes are d retted, for the diſ- 
conery of ſuch policies and deceits ) a8 Women 
haue ved for be guling of their Husband\,ei- 
ther in r: ſþett of their l:ue,or for the preuentt- 
tion of ſome blame or ſcandal. eſcaping with- 
out ſroht knowledge,or ctherwiſe. 


The Argument of the firſt Nouell. 


Ohn of Lorraine heard one knocke-at his doore in 
the night time,wherupon be awaked his Vife Mon- 
na Tella. Shee made him beleeve, that it Was 4 

Spirit which knecked at the doore,and'ſo they aroſe, 29ins 

both together to conture the Spirit with a charme ; 

and afterwards they heard no more knockin. 


als 


The Morall. 


Reprehending the {i mplicity of ſome ſottith Hof. 
bande: And ouerin the wanton fubrlties of 
ſome women.to eonpulf. cheir vnlawfull deſires. 


Peronella. 
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The Argument of the ſecond Nouell, 


_ I co 


Eronella hid a yong man ber Friend and Loner, conder a ' 

great brewing Fat, vppon the ſodaine returning home of - 
her Husband ; who tolde her, that he had ſold the ſatde Fat, 
and brounht him that bourht it, t9 carry it aWay. Peronella 
replyed, That ſhee had formerly folde it onto another, who 2 
was now underneath it , to ſee whether it were whole and bd 
ſound, or uv. Wherenpou, he being come forth from -onder 
it ; ſhee cauſed her Husband to make it neate and cleane, 
and ſo the laſt buyer carried it away. 


The \ forall. 
Wherein is declared, what hard and narrow {hifts 
and diſtreiles, ſuch as be ſerioufly linked in Loue, 
are many times enforced to yndergoe: according as 


their owne wit,and capacity of their ſurprizers, driue 
them to extremitics. 


The Argument of the third Nouell. 
Þ Kar Reynard,falling in loue with a Gentlewoman, Wife 


to a man of 700d account; found the meanes to become her 
Goſs1p. Afterward, he being conferring cloſely with her iN 
her ( hamber,and her Husband comming ſodainely thither : 
[he made hun beleeue,that he came thither for no oth er ende; 


but to cure his God-ſonne by a charme of a dangerous diſeaſe 
which he had by wormes. 


; The Morall. ; 
Seruing as a friendly aduertiſement to married Wo- | 
men,that Monks,Friars,and Prieſts may be none of 


their Goſlips, in regard of ynauoydable perils enlu- 
ing thereby. 
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The Argument ofthe tourth Nouell. 
T Otano in the nizht ſeaſon,did locke his Wife out of his 


houſe,and ſhe not preuat ling to get entrance avaime,by all 
the entreaties ſhee could poſsiby vſe : made him beleeue 
that ſhe had throwne her ſelfe into a Well,by caſties a 
great ſtone into the /ame Well. Tofano hearing the fall 
of the ſtone into the Well,and being perſwaded that it was 
his Wife indeede;came forth of his houſe, and ranne to the 
Telles ſide. In the meane while,his Wife gotte into the 
houſe,made faſt the doore againſt her Husband, and gaue 


him many repr ochfull ſpeeches. 


The Morall. 
Wherein is manifeſted,that the malice and ſubtil- 
ty ofa woman,ſurpaſſeth all the Act or witin man. 
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The Argument of the aft Nouell. 


A lealous man clouded with the habite of a Prieſt, became 
the ( onfeſſour ts his owne Wife ; who made him beleeue, 
that ſhe was deepely inlome with a Priest, which came ez 
wery nizht,and lay with her. By meanes of which confeſ- 
ſion,while her iealous Husband watched the doore of his 
houſe ; to ſurprize the Prieſt when he came : ſhe that ne- 
wer meant to doe amiſſe had the company of a ſecret friend 
who came ouer the toppe of the houſe to wiſite her , while 


her fool iſh Hubaud kept the doore. 


The Mora ll . 

In 1uſt ſcorne and mockery of ſuch iealous Huſ- 
bands,thatwil be idle headed vpon no occaſion. And 
yet when they haue good reaſon for it,doeleaſt of all 
ſuſpect any ſuch iniury, 

The 
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The Argument of the ſixth Nouell. 


| 

f MV-danme Ifabella,delighing in the company of her affe- 
| © fed friend, named Lionello, and [he ber g likewiſe be- 
| loued by Signior Lambertuccio : At the ſe.me time as ſhee 
| had entertained Lionello,ſhe was alſo viſited by Lamber- 
ll euccio. Her Huband returning home in the very inſtant ; 
2e cauſed Lambertuccio to runne foorth with a drawne 
word in his hand and (by that meanes ) made an excuſe ſuf- 
| ficient jor Lionello to her Husband, 


The Morall. 


| * - * | ” * . * 
| Wherin is manifeſtly diſcerned,that if Louebe dri- 
uen to anarrow ſtraite in any ofhis attempts; yet hee 


can accomplith his purpoſe by ſome other ſupply, 


- ow 


'Þ The Argument of the ſeauenth Nouell. 


l ] Odouico diſcouered to his Miſtreſſe Madame Beatrix, 
how amourouſly he was affefed to her. She cunningly ſent 
Egano her Husband into his garden , in all refpetts dif- 
| guiſed like her ſelfe; while ( friendly ) Lodouico conferred 
with her the meane while. Afterward , Lodoutco preten= 
aing a laſcinious allurement of his Miſtreſſe,thereby towrong 


10d his honeſt Maſter inſtead of her, beateth Egano ſoundly in 
the Garden. 


The Moral. 


Whereby is declared, that ſuch as keepe many ho. 
neſt ſeeming ſeruants, may ſometime finde a knaue 


- among them,and onethat proues to bee ouer-lawcy 
with his Maſter. | ws VUCLIA 
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The Argument ofthe Eight Nouell, | 


Arriguccto Berlinghieri,became immeaſurably icalow of his Wife 
Simonida , who faſtened a thred about her great toe, for to ſerue as 4 
ſignall, when her amourexs friend ſhould come toviſite her. Arri guc- 
cio finderh the fallacy and while he purſueth the amorous friend, (hee 
cauſeth her Maide to lie in her bed againſt his returne : whom he bea- 
teth extreamly cutting away the lockes of her haire (thinking he had 
done all this vielence to hs Wife Simonida: ) and afterward fetcheth 
her Mother and Brethren, to ſhame her before them, and ſobe rid of 
her.But they finding all his ſpeeches to be falſe,and reputineg him to be 
a arunken icalous foole;all the blame and diſgrace falleth on h,mſelfe. 


The Morall. 


i Whereby appearetl that an Husband 0uzh to be very well aduiſed, 
when he meaneth to diſcouer any wrong offered by his Wifeexcept he 
himfelfe doe raſhly run into all the ſhame and reproch. 


The Argument of the Ninth Novell. 

Lydia,z Lady of great beauty,birth,and honor being wife to Nico- 
ſtratus,Gouernor of Argos,fallizz in louemwith a Gentleman, named 
Pyrrhus;was requeſted by him( as 4 true teſlimony of her vnfeigned 4 
affetion ) to performe three ſeuerall ations of her ſelfe. She did ac- 
compliſh them all,and imbraced and kiſſed Pyrrhus 1n the preſence of 
Nicoſtratus; by per fading him, that whatſoeuer he ſaw,was meerely 
falſe 5 

The Morall. | 

Wherein i declared,that great Lords may ſometime be deceined by 

their wines,as well as mcn 6f meaner condition. 


The Argument of the tenth Nouell. 

Two Citizens of Sicnna,the one named Tingoccio Mini,and theo. 

ther Meurtio di Tora,«ffedted both one woman, called Monna Mita, 

80 whom the one of them was a Goſsip. The Goſsip dyed, and appeared 

porn to his companion , according 4s he had formerly promiſed 

im t0 doe,and told him what ftrange wonders he had ſeene in the 0- 
ther world. 

The Morall. (49 F a — + 
wherein ſach men are conertly reprehended , who make no care or 


conſcience at all of thoſe things that ſhould preſerue them from "= 
q4 _— The 
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Gouerned vnder Madame 
LAVRETTA : 


Whereon all the Diſcourſes, is, Concerning ſuch 
Witty decetnngs, as hauz2,or may be put ti pr A- 
tliſe.by Wines to their Husbands, Husband; to 
their Vines, Or one man toward another. 


The Argument of the Firſt Nouell. 


V ar made amatch or wager. with : *he wife of G aſparuo- 
lo, for the obtaining of her amorous fauour, in re: yard of 4 
= [me of money firſt to be giuen her. The money he borro- 
wed of her Husband, and gauet it in payment to her, as incaſe of diſ- 
charging him from her Husbands debt. Afier his returnc home from 
Genew: ay, he told him in the preſence of his wife, how hee had payde 
the whole ſumme to her, with charee of delivering it to her Hwaband, 


which ſhe confeſſed ts be true, albeit greatly againſt her will. 
The Morall. 


wherein « declared , That ſuch women as will make fate of their ho- 
neſtie, are ſometimes ouer-reachedin their payment, and iuftly ſer- 


wed a5 they ſhould be. 
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The Argument of the ſecond Novell, 
AZ Prieſt of Varlungo, fell in loue with a prery woman, named 


Monna Belcolore. To rompaſſe hi amorous deſire, hee left 
cloake ( as a pledge of further payment) with hey. By a-ſubtile les l 
afterward, he borrowed a mdrtey of her, which when hee ſent homgs 
aine in the preſence of her h:::band, he demanded to hauc hs Cloake 
ſent h1.,45 bauing left it 12 pawne for the Mortcr.To pacifie her I i1ſ- 
band,offended that ſhe did not lead the Prieſt the Morter Vvithout a 


pawze: ſhe ſent him backe his Cloake againe,albeit greatly againſt hir” 


w1ll. 
The Morall. 
Approning, that no promiſe s tobe kept with ſich women as will make 
ſale of their honeſty for Coine, 


The Argument of the Third Nouell. 
Alandrino, Bruno, and Bufftalmaco, beins Painters by profeſsi- 
on,tranailed to the Plaine of Muznone,zo finde the prectous ſtone 

called Helitropium , Calandrino perſwading himſelfe to have found 
it, returned home to his houſe heany loaden with ſtones . Hts wife re- 
buzinz him for his ab ſencehe gr weth into anzer.and ſhreidly beates 
her. Afterward when thecaſe s debated by his other friends Bruno &> 
Buffalmaco, a# is found to be mecre folly. 

The Morall. 


* Reprehending the ſimplicity of ſach men, as arc too much addicted to 


credulity, and will gine credit toenery thing they heare. 


The Argument of the Fourth Nouell. 
He Prouſt belonging to the Cathedral Church of Ficlola, fell i; 
+ louewith a Gentlewoman, being a widow, and named Piccarda, 
who hated him as mnch as he loued her. He immaziniaz that he lay 
with her : by the Gentlewomans Brethren, and the Biſhop wnder whom 
he ſerued, was taken in bed with her Mayde, anwvoly, foule, deformed 
Slut. 


The Morall.. 


WWherein s declared, how loue oftentimes # ſo powerfull in aged men, 
and driueth them to ſuch doating that it redoundeth to their great 
diſgrace and puniſhment. 
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The Argument of the fift Nouell. 


BER Hree pleaſant companions, plaid a merry prank with a Iude, 


5 [2 (belonging to the pſt th co of Ancona) at Florence, 4 
Sb (uch time as he ſat on the bench,& hearing criminal cauſes; 


The Morall. 
Giving admonition, that for the managing of pub- 
like affaires,no other perſons are or ought to bee ap- 


pointed, but ſuch as be honeſt,and meet to fit on the 
ſeate of Authority. 


The Argument of the {txt Nouel]. 
Runo and Buffalmaco ſtole a yor77 Brawne from Calandrino,and 
for his recouery thereof, they wſed a kinae of pretended comuratt- 
on,with Pils made of Ginecr and ſtrong Malmeſey. But inſted of this 
application,they gaue him two pils of a Dogges dates or douſets,confec- 
tedin Alloes, by meanes whereof they made him belceue, that hee had 
robd himſelfe. And for feare they ſhould report this theft to hs Wife, 


they made him ta buy another Brawne. 


The Mor al [ , 


\Vhercin is declared, how ealily a plaine and ſimple man may bee 
madcafoole,when hedealcth with cratty companions, 


The Argument of the ſeauenth Nouell. 
Yong Gentlemanbeins a Scholler, fellin lone with a Ladie named 
Helena,ſhe be:ng a woman,and adaiited in affection vuto another 
Gentleman. One whole night in cold winter, ſhe cauſed the Scholler to 
expect her comming, in an extreame froſt and ſnow. In revenge wher- 
of, by hu imagined Art and skill he made her to ſtand naked on the P 


of a Tower,the ſpace of a whole day,and in the hot moneth of Tuly,to be 
Sun-burnt and bitten with Waſpes and Fhes. 


The Morall. 


Seruing aSan admonition to all Gentlewomen, not to mocke Gen- 


 tlemen Scbollers,when they make meanes of loue tothem , except 


they intend to ſecke their owne ſhame by diſgracing them. 


THE 
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The Argument of the erghth Nouell, 


wo neere dwelling Neighbours, the onebceing named Spincloc- 
cio Tauena, and the other Zeppa diMino, frequenting each 
others company daily together , Spinclloccio Cuckolded his Friend 
and Neighbour. Which happening to the knowledge of Zeppa, hee 
prenailed ſo well with theWife: of Spinelloccio, that he being lockt wp 
ina Cheſt, hce reuenged his wrong at that inſtant, ſo that neyther of 


them complained of his misfortune. 


' The Moral. 
Whercin is approued, that hee which offereth ſhame and difprace 
© ro his ncighbor, may receiue the like iniury (it not worſe) by the 


ſame man. 


The Argument of the Ninth Nouell, 
Aeſtro Simone,an idle headed Dottor of Phyſicke,was thrown by 
Bruno and Buffalmaco #nto a common Leyſtall of filth: the Phy- 
fitian fondly beleeumng,that (in the night time )he ſhould be made one 
of a new created company ,who vſually went to ſee wonders at Corſica, 
and thereinthe Leyſtall they left him. | 


The Morall. 


Approuing,that titles of honour, learning, and dignity, are not al- 
wayecs beſtowne on the wiſeſt men. 


The Argument of the tenth Nouell. 
Cicilian Curtezan, named Madan Biancahore, by her ſubtle po- 
licy deceiued a yong Merchant called Salabetto,of all his mony he 
had taken for his wares at Palermo. Afterward, he making ſhew of co- - 
ming thither againe with far richer Merchandiſes then before: made: 
the meanes to borrow a great ſumme of money, leauing her ſo baſe a 
pawne,as well requited her for her former couſenaze. 


The Morall. 


Approuing,that ſuch as meet with cunning Harlots, ſafferingthem 
{clues to be deceyued, mult ſharpentheir wits,to make them requi- 
tal inthe ſame kind. | 
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Whereon, the Argument of each ſeverall Diſcourſe,is 4 
| not limited to any one peculiar {ubiect ; but cuerie | 
| one remaineth at liberty, to ſpeake of whatſoeuer 6 
( themſclues belt plealeth. | 


The Argument of the firſt Nouell. 

Adam Trancc(ca, a Widow of Piſtoya, being affected by two 
Florentine Gentlewomen , the one 1amed Rinuccio Paler- 
mini, and the other Aleſſandro Chiarmonteſ1,and ſhe bea- vhs 

ring no good will toeither of them tngeniouſly freed her ſelfe from both 

therr importunate ſuites. One of them ſhee cauſed to lye as deadina 

eraue,and the other to fetch him from thence : ſo neither of them ac- 

compliſhins what shey were enzoyned, failed oft Relr Ox Pectation. 
The Morall. 

Arprouine that chaſt and honeſt women, onzht rather to dejiy impor- 

tunate ſutters, by ſubtle and ingenious means,then falltmto the dau- 


ger of ſcandall and ſlander. 


TAC 


The Argument of the ſecond Nouell. i 
Madame Vimbalda, Lady Abbeſſe of a Monaſtery of Nuns in Lom- © 
| bardie, ariſing haſtily in the ni7ht time without a Candle, to take 
one of her Daughter Nunnes in bed with a yous Gentleman, where- 
of ſhe was enwiouſly accuſed, by certaine of her other Siſters : The 
Abbeſſe her ſelfe (being at the ſame time in bed with a Prie#t )ima- 
giming tohaue put on her bead her plaited vayle, put on the Prieſts 
breeches. Which when the poore Nunne perceyued ;'by cauſing the 
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Abbeſſe to ſce hey owne error, ſhe got her ſelfe to be ab ſolued,and had £ 
| the freer liberty afterward, to be more familiar with her frend,then - 
an formerly ſhe hadbin. 
; The 
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whereby i declar ed, that whoſoeuer i 45 deſiro yous t0 \ reprehend ſinne in 
other men, ſhould firſt examine himſelfe, that he be not eniltie of 
the ſame cr1me. 


The Argument of the third Nouell. 


Maſt cr $1mon the Phyſatian, by the perſwaſtons of Bruno, Bu! WEL 
co, and a third Companion, named Nello, made Calandrino 7: 
beleene, that he was conceined great with childe. And hantng Phy- 
ſicke miniſtred to him for the diſeaſe . they got both 200d fatte C.1- 
pons and money of him, and ſo cured him, without auy other ma: 
ner of deliuerance. 

Diſc owering the ſimplicity of ſome ſilly witted men , and how eaſte 4 
matter it is toabuſe and beenile them. 


The Argument of the Fourth Nouel], 

Franceſco Fortarigo,played away all that he had at Buonconucnto, 
and likewiſe the money of FrancclcoAnitollicro, berng his Maſter: 
Then runaing after him in hs ſhirt , and anouc bing that hee had 
robbed him : he cauſed him to be taken by Pex ants of the C 01411 ry, 
clothed himſelfe in his Maſters wearing garments, and ( monntc« 
on his horſe rode thence to Sienna, leaning Aniolliczo inhs ſhirt, 
and walked bare-fopted. 

Seruins 45 an admonition toall men for taking Gameſlers 411: 4 Drun- 
kards into their ſeruce, 


The Argument of the {ifre Nouell. 


Calandrino became exiraordinarily enamoured of a vouns Dani oct, | 
name Nicholetta. Bruno prepared a Charme or writing for 01m, 
aiout hing conſtantly to him, that ſo ſooe as hetouched the Dame- 
ſell therewith, ſhe ſhould follow him whither ſoeuer hee would han, 

her. She being gone 10 43 appointed place with him, hee w « found 

there by his w1 ife, and dealt withall according to his Aeſerning. 
1n iuſt reprehen(ion of thoſe vatne-headed fooles, that are led and £c- 
uerned by tale per ſwaſions. 


The Argument of the Sixth Nouel]. 


Two yong Gentlemen, the one named Panuccio, and the other Adria- 
no,{odzed one night i in a poore Inne, whereof one of them went to 
bed tothe Hoſtes daughter, and the other (by miſtaking his way 11; 
the darke )10 the Hoſtes wife, He which lay with the daughter, hap- 
ned afterward to the Hoſles bed, and told him what he Jad do aone,as 


thinking 
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thinking he ſpake to his owne companion. Diſcontentment growing 


betweene them, the mother perceining her errour vent to bed ro her 


daughter and with diſcrete language ade agenerall pacification.» 
IWherein i man that an offence committed ignorantly, and 


by miſtaking ;puzht to be couered with good aduiſe, and cinill aiſcreti- 
08. ' 
The Argument ofthe ſeanenth Nouell. 


Talano de Molceſe dreamed That a wolfe rent and tore his wines face 
and throate. Which dreame he told to her, with aduiſe to keep her 
ſelfeout of danger, which ſhe refuſing to doe, receiued vohat follo- 
wed. 

hereby (with ſome indifferent reaſon) it i concluded, that Dreames 


do nat alwayes fall out to be teaſngs. 
The Argument ofthe Exght Nouell. 


Blondello (in a merry maner) cauſed Guiotto to beguile himſelfe of 
a good dinner: for which deceit, Guiorro became cunningly reuen- 
zed, by procuring Blondello to be unreaſonably beaten and miſu- 

4 


whereby plainly appeareth, that they which take delight in deceining 
others.,go well deſerue to be decerued themſelues. 


The Argument of the Ninth No uell, 


Two yore Gentlemen, the one named Mcliſlo, bore in the cy of La- 
12220: 4nd the other Gioſcto of Antiochetrauailed together unto 
Salomon, the famous King of Great Britaine. The one deſiring to 
learne what he (hould do, whereby to compaſſe and winne the lone of ; 
men. The other craued to be enſlrufted, by what meanes hee might j 
yeclaime an headſtrong and waruly wife. And what anſweres the 3 
= King gaue vnto them both, before they departed away from bi 

im. 
Containing anexcellent admonition, that ſuch as couet to haue the 


loue of other men, muſt firſt learne themſelues, how to loue: Alſo,by 


572 6 ERR 


what meanes ſuch women as are curſt and ſelf-willed, may be redu- 
ced toctuill obedience. 
The Argument of the tenth Nouell. 
lohnde Barolo, at the inſtance and requeſt of his Goſip Pictro da 
Trelanti,mrade an enchantment, to haue his Wife become a Mule. 
And when it came to the faſt ening on of the taile, Goſsip Pietro by FE 
ſaying ſhe ſhould haue no taile at «ll,ſpoyled the whole enchantment. F 
|  WMiuſt reproefe of ſach fooliſh men," as will be gouerned by ower-light »L 
: \ bele efe. b; 
| The 3 
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Gouerned vnder Pamphilus. 


Whereon the ſeuerall «Arguments doe (oncerne 
ſuch perſons, as other þ way of Liberality, or 
in AM agnificent manner, performed atly wor- 
thyation, for lone, fauor,friendſhip,or anyother 
honourable occaſion, 


The Argument of the Firſt Nouell. 


Florentine knight, named Sienior Rogicro de Figiouanni, 
became a ſeruant to Alphonſo, King of Spaine, who ( in 


his owne opinion ) ſeemed out fleightly ro _ and reward 
him. 1u regard whereof.by a notable experiment , the Kinggaue hins 

a manifeſt teſtimony that it was not through any defect in him , but 

onely occaſioned by the Knights ill fortune; moſt bountifully recom- 

pencing bim afterward. 

rherin may euidently be diſcerned that Seruants to Princes and great 
Lords,are many times recompenced, rather by their good fortune, 
then in any regard of their dutifull ſeruices. 

The Argument of the ſecond Nouell. 

Ghinotro di Tacco;tooke the Lord Abbot of Clugni as his priſoner, 
and cured him of a grieuows diſeaſe, which he had in his ſtomacke, 
and afterward ſet him at liberty. The ſame Lord Abbot, when hee 
returned from the Court of Reme,reconciled Ghinotro to Pope Bo- 
nifacez who made him a Knizht, and Lord Prior of a goodly Hoſpi- 
tall, 

wherein i declared that 200d men doe ſometimes fall into bad conditi- 
9ns,ontly occaſioned TEE by neceſsity : And what meanes are to 
bewſed, for their reducing to le. againe. 
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The Argument of the third Nouell, 
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Mithridanes enuying the life and _— f Nathan,and travelling 


0 

im: chaunceth to conferre 
with Nathan vnknowne. Andbeing inſlrufted by him, in vuhat 
manner he might beſt performe the Foody deede, according as hee 
anc direftion, hee meeteth with him ine ſmall Thicket or woode, 
where knowing him to be the ſame man , that taught him how 1» 
take away hs life: Confounded with ſhame, hee acknowledzeth his 
horribleintention, andbecommeth hi loyall friend. 

Shewinzin an excellent and linely demonſtration, that any eſpecial! 
honourable vertue, perſenering and dwelling ina truly noble ſo ule, 
cannot be ahve ta confounded, by the moſt politicke attemptes 
of malice andenuy. 


thither, with a ſetled reſolution to xill 


The Argument of the fourth Nouell. 

Signior Gentile de Cariſendi. being come from Modena,took 4 Gen- 
tlewoman,named Madam Cathirina, forth of a grane, whertn ſhe 
we buried for dead which att he d1d,in regard of hs former honeſt 
affed ro» to the ſara Grntlewoman, Madame Cartharina remaining 
there afterward,and delimercd of a goodly Sonne : was (by Signior 
Gentile )deliuered to her owne Husband,named Signior Nicoluc- 
cio Caccianimico,ard the your infant with her. 

Wherein ts ſhewne, That truc louc hath alwayes bin, and {oftill ss, the 
occaſion of many great and worthy courteſtes. 


The Argument of the Fift Nouell. 

Aadame Dianora, the Wife of Signior Gilberto, being immodeſtly 
affefted by Siemior Anfaldo , to free her ſelfe from his tedious im- 
portunity \he aÞ} ointed him toperforme (1n her indzement ) an act 
of impoſstbility ; namely,to gineher a Garden, as plentifully ſtored 


with fragrant Flowers 1n lanuary,as in the flouriſhing moneth of 


May. Anſa'do, by meanes of a bond which he made toa Maerti- 
an, per formed her requeſt. Signior Gilberto, the Ladyes Hus- 
band, gaue conſent, that his Wife ſhould fulfill her promiſe made to 
Anſildo. Who hearing the bountifull mind of her Husband re- 
lerſed her of her promiſe : And the Mazitian likewiſe d; ſchareed 
S17nior Anſaldo,without taking any thing of hem. 

Admoniſhing all Ladies and Gentlewomen, that are aeſirous to pre- 
ſerue their chaſtity, free from all blemiſh and tax1tion : to make no 
promiſe ofyeelding to any,under 4 compact or couenant how impoſe 
ſible ſoeuer it may ſeeme to be. 

The 
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The Argument of the Sixt Nouell. 

Victorious King Charles, ſirnamed the Aged, and firſt of that Name, 
fell inlone with a yong Maiden, named Genceuera, daughter to an 
ancient Knight, called Signior Neri degli Vberti. And waxing a- 
ſhamed of his amoraus folly, cauſed both Geneuera, and her fayre 
Siſter lotta, to be ioyned in marriage with two Noble Gentlemen . 
the one named Signior Maſteo da Palizzi, and the other, Signior 
Guliclmo della Magna. 

Sufficiently declaring, that how mighty ſoeuer the power of Loue i - 
yet 4 magnanimo:4s and truly generous heart, it can by no meathtes 


fully conquer. 
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The Argument of the ſeauenth Nouell. 

Liſana, the Daughter of a Florentine Apothecary ramed Bernardo 
Puccino,berng at Palermo,ard ſeeing Piero, King of Aragon run 
at the Tilt;fell ſo affetionately enamored of him,that ſhe languiſhed 
in an extreame and long ſickeneſſe. By her owne deuiſe,and means 
of a Song,ſunz in the hearing of the King : he vouchſafel to viſite 
ber, and giuing her a kiſſe, terming himſelf: alſo to bee her Knioht 

- foreuer after, hee honourably beſtowed her in marriaze on a young 
Gentleman, who was called Perdicauo, and gaue him liberall en. 
dowments with her. 

Wherein is couertly giuento underſtand , that howſoener 4 Prince 

may make wvſe of his abſolute power and authority, towards Maides 

or Wines that are his Subietts : yet he ought to deny and reiett all 

things, as ſhall make him forgetful of himſelfe , and his true ho. 


nOoUr. 


The Argument ofthe Eight Nouell. 


Sopronta,thinking her ſelfe to be the maried wife of Gilippus was 
(indeed) the wife of Titus Quintus Fuluius, & departed thence with 
him to Rome.lWithin a while after,Giltppus alſo came thither invery 
poore condition,and thinking that he was deſpiſed by Titus,grew wea- 
ry of his life,and confeſſed that he had murdred a man with ful intent 
to die for the fact But Titus taking knowledge of him, and deſurins to 
ſane the life of Giltppus,charged himſelf to haue done the bloody deed. 
which the murderer himſel{( ſtanding then among the multitude )ſce- 
ing truly confeſſed the deed. By meanes whereof, all three were aelue- 
red by the Emperor Oftauius; and Titus gaue his Siſter in mariage to 
? Giſlippusz7iurng them alſo the moſt part of his goods & inheritances. 
Declaring,that notwithſtanding the frownes of Fortune, dinerſity 
yd occurrences ,and contrary accidents happening : yet loue and fread- 
ip ought to be precrouſly preſerued among men. - 
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The humane of the Ninth Nouell, 
Saladine,the great Soldan of Babylon,in the habite of a Merchant, 
was houourably receiued and welcommed gnto the houſe of Signior 
Thorellod'Iſtria. Who travelling to the Holy Land, prefixed a 
certaine time to his Wife, for his returne backe to her againe where- 
inf he failed,it was lawful for her to take another Hucband. - By 
clouding himfelfe in the diſguiſe of a Faulkner, the Soldan tooke 
notice of him,and did him many great honours. Aftermara,T ho- 
rello falling ſicke,by Magical Art, he was conueighed in one —— 
to Paui,when his Wife was to be married on the morrow : where 
making himſelfe knowne to her, all was diſappointed , and ſhee went 
home with him to hs owne houſe. 

Declarinz what an honourable vertue Courteſie s,in them that true- 
ly know how to vſe them. 


The Argument of the tenth Nouel]. 

The Marquee of Saluzzo , named Gualticro , being conſtrained by 
the importunate ſoliciting of his Lords, and other inferiour people, to 
zoyne himſelfe in marriave , tooke a woman according to his owne li- 
king, called Grizelda, ſhe being the daughter of a poore Countriman, 
namedlaniculo,by whom he had two children,which he pretended to 
be ſecretly murdered. Afterward, they being grown to yeres of more 
ſtature, and making ſhew of taking in marriage another wife , more 

de 


worthy of bu high grer and Calling : made a ſeeming publique li- 
king of hns owne daughter, expul ing his wife Grizcldapoorely from 


him. But finding her incomparable patience ; more dearely (then be- 
fore ) hee receiued her into fauour againe , brought her home to his 
, owne allace, where (with ber children ) hee cauſed her and them to 
be reſpectiuely honoured, in deſpight of all her aduerſe enemies. 

Set dawne as an example or warning to all wealthie men , how to haue 
care of marrying ++. And likwiſe to poore and meane wo- 


men, to be patient in their for:unes, and obedient to their husbands. 
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THE DECAMER ON, 
Containing, an Hundred plea- 
ſant Nouelles,,. 


IV berein, after demonſtration made by the Author, -ypon what occa« 
ſion it happened, that the perſons (of whom: we ſhall ſpeake hereafter ſhould 


thus mect together to make ſo queint a Narration of Nonels : Hee declayeth 
wato you, that they firſt begin to deniſe and conferre under the gouernmenyt 
of Madam Pampinea,ey of ſuch matters as may be moſt pleafing to them all. 


The Induction of the Author, to the 
following Diſcourſes. 


Racious Ladies, fo often as I conſider 
witly my ſclfe, and obſferue reſpeAiuely, how na- 
JF || turally youarc enclined to compaſſion; as many 
times doe I acknowledge,that this preſent worke 
| of mine ,' will-(in your judgement) appcare to 
| have but a harſhand'offtenſiue beginning, in re- 
| gard of the mournfull retnembrance it beareth ar 
. ==) the verie entrance of the laſt Pcſtilentiall mortali- 
ty, vninerſally hurtfull to all that beheld it, or otherwiſe came to know- 
ledge of ir. Bur for all that, I deſiic it may notbe ſo dreadfull ro you, ro 
hinder your further proceeding in reading, asit none vycre to looke 
thereon, but with fighes and teares.' - For, I could rather wiſh, that ſo 
fcarefull a beginning,thouid feeme but'as an high and ſteepy hilappeares 
to them, thar attempt to travell farre on foote, and aſcending the ſame 
with ſome difficulty,come afterward to walk vpon a goodly cuen plaine, 
which cauſcth the more contentment in them, becauſe the attayni 
thereto was bard and painfull. For euenas pleafares arecut off by gricfe 
and anguiſh ; fo forrowes ceaſe by joyes moſt fweete and happie'arrt- 
ming, $12 90310TTH | 3s 
After this bricfe molleſtation; briefe I ſay, becatiſe it is contained with- 
in ſmall compaſſc of Writing ; immediately followeth themoſt ſweete 


| 


VV hich (peraduenture) could notbee expeRtedby fuch a beginnin 


and pleafant taſte of pleaſure, whereof (before) madopromiſe to 5 
4 


promiſe ſtood not thereuntso engageds Andifidecd, if Iconld well 
conueycd you tothe center of my defire, by any/other way;then fo rude 
- B 
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paſſage asthis is, I would gladly hauc done it, But becauſe 
without this Narration, we could not demonſtrate the occaſion how and 
wherefore the matters hapned, which you ſhall reade inthe enſuing Diſ- 
courſes : I muſt ſerthem downs (cuen as conſtrained thereto by meere 
neceffiry Jin writing after this manner. | 

The yeare of our bleſſed Sauiours incarnation, 1345. that memorable 
mortality happencd in the excellent City, farre beyond all the reſt in 
Italy which plague, by operation of the ſuperiour bodics, or rather for 
our enormous iniquities, by the iuſt anger of God was ſent vpon vs mor. 
tals, Some few yeeres before, it tooke beginning inthe Eaſterne partes, 
ſweeping thence an innumerable quantity of liuing ſoules : extending it 
ſelfe afterward from place to place Weſtward, yarill itſeized on the {aid 
City. Where neither humane Skill or prouidence, could vie any preuen- 
tion, notwithſtanding it was cleanſed of many annoyances, Þy diligent 
Officers thereto deputed : belides prohibition of all ſickly perſons ente- 
rance, and all poſlible prouiſton dayly vied for conſeruarion ot ſuch as 
w«rein health, with inceſſant prayers and ſupplications of deuoute pcople, 
for the aſſwaging of ſo dangerous alickneſſe, 

Aboutthe beginning of the ycare, italſo beganin very trance min- 
ner,25 appcarcd by diuers admirable effects z yernot as it had done inthe 
Eſt Count:ies, where Lord or Lady bcing touched therewith, manifeſt 
ſignes of ineuitable death followed thereon, by blecdivg at the noſe. Bur 
here it began with yong children, male and female,either vndcr the arme- 
pits, or in the groine by certaine ſwellings, inſometo the bignefle of an 
Applc,in others like an Egge, and-ſo indiucrs greater or leſſer, which (in 
their vulgar Language) they eermed to be a Botch or Byle. In very ſhore 
timcaftcr,thoſe rwo infetedparts were growne mortiterous, and would 
diſperſ-abroad indiffcrently, to all parts of the body ; whereupon, ſuch 
ws the quality of the diſcaſe, to ſhow it ſclfe by blacke or blew ſpotres, 
which would appearc onthe armes of many, others on their thiches, and 
on part clſe of the body : inſomegreat and fer, in others ſinall and 
thick, 

Now, as the Byle (atthe beginning ) was an aſſured ſiene of neere ap- 
proaching cath; ſo prooucd the ſpots likewiſe to ſuch as bad them : for 
the curing of whichſicknefſe it ſeemed, that the Phyſitians counſel), the 
vertue of Medicines, or any applicationelſe, could not yeeld any reme- 
dy - but rather it plaincly appeared, thar either the nature of the diſcaſe 
would not endurcir, or ignorance inthe Phyſitians could not compre- 
hend from whencethecauſe proceeded, and ſo by conſequent, no reſo. 
lution wasto be determined, Moreouer, beſide the number of ſuch as 
were$kilfullin Art, many more both womcnand men,tvithout cuer ha- 
uing any knowledge in Phyſicke, became Phyſitians : ſorhatnot onely 
tew were healed, bur (well-neere} all dyed, withinthree dayes after the 
ſaide fignes were ſcene ; ſome ſooner, and others later, commonly with« 
Our Either Feauer,or any other accident. 


 Andthispeltilence was yet of farre greater power or violence , for,not 


oncly 
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oncly healthfull perſons ſpeaking tothe ficke, comming toſce them, or © 
ayringcloathesin kindneſſe to comfort them, was an occaſion of enſu- 
ing death : but rouching their garments, or any foode whereon the ficke 
perſon fcd , or any thingelle vſed in his {cruice, ſeemed to rransferre the 
diſeaſe from the ficke to the ſound, in very rare and miraculous manner. 
Among which matrcr of marueil, let metell you one thing, which it the 
cycs of many(as well as minc owne)had notſcene, hardly could I be per. 
ſwadcd to write it, muchlefle to belecue it, albcita man of good credir 
ſhould report ir, Iſay,that the quality of this contagious peſtilence was 
not onely of fuch efficacy , in taking and catching itone ot another, ei- 
ther men or women : but itexrended further,even inthe apparent view 
of many, that the cloathes, or any thingelſe, wherein one died of that 
diſcaſe,bcing toucht, orlyen on by any beaſt, farre from the kind or qua- 
licy of man,they did not onely contaminate and infect the ſaid beaſt, were 
it Dogge,Cat,or any other, bur alfo it died very foone after. 

Mine owre eyes(as formerly I haue faid Jamorg diuers other, one day 
had cuident cxpcrieace heereof : for ſome poore ragged cloarhes of lin- 
nen and wollen, torne from a wretched body dead of that diſeaſe, and 
hurled inthe open ſtrcere; two Swine going by, and ( according to their 
naturall inclination) ſcckivg for foode on cuery dung-hill, toſſed and 
tumbled the cloaths with their ſnouts, rubbing their heads likewiſe vp- 
on them ; and immcdiatcly, each turning twice or thrice about, they 
both fell downe dead on the faidecloathes , as being fully infetted with 
the contagion of them : which accident,and other the like,if nor far grea- 
ecr, begatdiuers feares and imaginations inthem that beheld them, all 
trending to a moſt inhumane and vncharitable end; namely, to flie thence 
from the ſicke, and rouching any thing of theirs, by which mecanes they 
thought their health ſhould b<{afely warranted. - | 

Same there were, who conſidered with themſelues, that living ſobcr- 
ly, with abſtinence from all ſyperfluity ; it would be a ſufficient reſiſtance 
againſt all hurtfull accidents. Socombining themſclues in a ſociable man- 
ner , they lived as {cparatiſts trom all ocher company , bcing ſhur vp in 
ſuch houſes, where no ficke body ſhould be necre them. And therefor 
their more ſecurity , they vicd delicate viands and excellent wines,auoi- 
ding luxurie , andrefuling ſpeechto one another, not looking forth ar 
the windowes,to heare no cries of dying people, or ſecany coarles car- 
ried to buriall ; but having muſicall inſtruments, lived there in all poflible 
pleaſure. Others, were of a contrary opinion, who auouched,thatthere 
was no other phyſicke morecertaine, for adiſeaſefo deſperate, then ro 
drinke hard, bemerry among themſclues, - ſloging continually, walking 
cuery where, and ſatisfying their appetites wich wharfocuerthry defired, 


laughing,, and mocking at euery mournefull accident znd ſothey vowed 
eo ſpend day and night : for now they would goero one Taucrne,then ro 
another, living withoutany rule or meaſure , which they might very ealt- 
ly doe, becauſe eucry one of them, (as if he wereto liue no lopger inthis 
World) hadeucnforſaken all things that hee had.” By meanes whereof, 
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——the molt part of the houſes were become common, andall ſtrangers, mighr 
do the like/if they pleaſed to aduenture 1tcuen as boldly as the Lord .or 
owner,without any let or contradiction. -.# PU $ 
Yer inallthis their beaſtly behauiour,they were wilc enough, to {hun 
(ſo much as they might} the weake and ſickly : In miſery and attiiction 
'y of our City, the venerable authority of the Lawes, as well Cuine as hu- 
| mane,was cuendcſtroyed,as it were,through want of the Jawtull Miniſters 
of them. For they being all dead,or lying ficke with thexeſt,or elſe lined 
| ſo ſolitary, in ſuch great neceſſity of ſeruants and attendants, as they 
[| could not execute any office, whereby it was lawtull for cucry one to do 
L | as he liſted. 
| Betweene theſe two rehearſed extremities of life, there were other of 
L. a more moderate temper, not being ſo daintily dicted as thefirſt, nor 
if drinking ſo diffolutely as the ſecond 3 but vſed all things ſufhcicnt for 
[| their appetites, and without ſhutting vp themſclues, walked abroad, 
F ſome carrying ſiveete noſe-gayes of Howers in their hands ; others odori- 
f fcrous herbes, and others diuers kinds of ſpiceries, holding them to their 
noſes, and thinking them moſt comfortable tor the braiqe, becauſe the 
| ayre ſeemed to be much infected by the noyſome {mell of Cead carkaſes, 
| and other hurtfull {mours. Some other there were alſo of more inhu- 
Ny 
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mane minde (howbeit peraduenture it might be the ſurelt ) ſaying, that 
there was no bctter phylicke againſtthe peſtilence, nor yet to good, as to 
11 flicaway from it, which argument maincly mouing them, and caring for 
{1 no body but themſclues, very many, both men and women, forſookethe 
3 City,their owne houſes,their Parents, Kindred, Friends,and Goods, flying 
| to other mens dwellings el{e-where, As if the wrath of God,in punniſhing 
| the ſinnes of mcn with this plague, would fall heanily vpon none, bur ſuch 
| as were encloſed within the City wals;or elſe perſwading themſclues,that 
| not any ſhouldthere bceletr aliue, but that the finall ending of all things. 
Was Come. 
1 Now albcittheſe perſons in their diverſity of opinions diednot all,ſo 
} vndou b:edly they did notall eſcape; but many among them becom ming 
licke , and making a gencrall cxample of their flight and folly, among 
them that cou!d nor ſtirre out oftheir beds, they languiſbed more per- 
if i plexecly then the other did. Letvs omit, that one Citizen fled 3fter ano- 
ther, and one neighbour had not any care of another, Parents nor kin- 
| red neucr viſiting them , but witerly they were forſaken on all ſides : this 
| tribulation pierced into the hearts of men, and with ſuch a dreadfyll ter. 
rour, that one Brother forſooke another, the Valle the Nephew, the Si- 
, ſtertheBrother, and the Wife her Husband : nay,a marrer much preater 
N and almoſt incredible; Fathers and Mothers fled away trom their owne 
A Children, cuen asif. they had no way appertained tothem. In regard 
I! whereof, it could be no otherwiſe, butthar a countleſſe multitude of men [> 
and women fell ſicke ; finding no charity among their friends, except a A 
; very few, and ſubic& to the auarice of ſeruants, who attended them 
| | conſtrainedly, (for grcatand vnreaſonable wages) yet few ofthoſc atten- 


dants 
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cants tobe foundany wheretoo, And they were menor women butot 
baſe condition,as alſo of groſer vnderſtanding, who never before had ſer- 
ued inany ſuch neceſſities, nor indeed wete any way elſe ro be imployed, 

- butto giue the ficke perſon ſuchthingsas hee called for, orto awaite the 
houre of his death, in the performance of which ſeruice, oftentimes for 
eaine,they loſttheir owne liucs. 

In this extreame calamity, the ſicke being thus forſaken of neighbors, 
kinred.and friends,(tanding alſo in ſuch need of ſeruants; a cuſtome.came 
vpamongthem, neverheard of betore, thatthere was notany woman, 
how noble,young,orfaire ſoever ſhee was, bur falling licke,ſhee muſt of 
neceſſity hauea manto attend her, were hee young or orherwiſe,reſpett 
of ſhame or modeſty no way prevailing, bur all parts of her body muſt 
be diſcoucred to him, which (inthe like vrgency) r7asnotto be ſeene by 
any but women : whereon enſued aſterwa:d, thatvponthe parties hea- 
ling and recouery,it wasthe uccaſion of further diſhoneſty, which man 
being more modeſtly curious of, rctuſed ſuchdi gracetullattending, chu- 
ſing rather ro die,then by ſuch helpe to bee healed. In regard whercof,as 
well through the want of conuenient remedies, ( whichthe ficke by ne 
meanes could attainevnto) as alſo the violence of the contagion,the mul- 
titude of thern that died night and day, was ſogreat, thatit was a dread- 
full ſight to behold,and as much to heare ſpoken of. So that meere neccl- 
ſity (among them that remained living) begat new bchauiours,quite con- 
trzry to all which h2d becne in former tines, and frequently vſed among 
the City Inhabitants, | 

The cuſtome of precedent dayes (as now againe it is) was, that women, 
kinred, neighbours, and friends, would mecte together at the dcecealed 
p:rtics houſc,and therc,with them that were ofneereſt alliance, exprelc 
their hearts ſorrow for their friends loſſe, If not thus they would aflſem- 
ble before the doore, with many of the beſt Cittizens and kindred, and 
(according to th* quality of the decceaſed)the Cleargy met there likewiſe, 
and the dead body was carried (in com-ly manner) on mens ſhoulders. 
with funerall pompe of Torch lighr,and {inging, to the Church appoin-- 
tcd by the deceaſed, But theſe {cemely crders, after that the fury of the 
peltilence began to encreaſe, they inlike manner alrogether ceaſed, and 
other new.cultomes came in their place; becauſe not onely people died, 
without hauing any women abou them, but infinite alſo paſt out of this 
life, not hauing any witneſſe, how, when, or in what manner they depar- 
ted. Sothat few or noncthere were, ro deliuer outward ſhew of ſorrow 
and pricuing : but inſtced thereoft,divers declared idle ioy and reioycing, 
a vic ſoonelcarncd of immodeſt women,hauing put offall teminine com- 
paſhon,yea,or regerd of their owne welfare. 


n Very few allo would accompany the body tothe graue, and they not 
any of the Neighbours, although it had beenc an honourable Citizen, 
but oncly the meaneſt kinde of people,ſuch as were grauc-makers,coffin- 

bearers,or the like,that didiheſc ſcruices onely for moncy.and the beere 

being mounted ontheir ſhoulders, in all haſt they wonld runne away 
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-h it. not pcrhapstothe Church appointed by the dead,butto the nec- 
oft kn hiding ſome foure or Are poors Prieſts following , with 
lights orno lights, andthoſe of rhe fillieſt; ſhort ſcruice being ſaid atthe 
buriall,and the body vareuerently throwne into the firſt open grauc they 
found. Such was the pittitull miſery of poore people, and diuers, who 
were of bctter condition, as it was moſt lamentableto behold ; becauſe 
the greater number of them, vnder hope of healing, or compelled by po- 
uerty, kept {till withintheir houſe weake and faint, thouſands falling licke 
daily, and hauing no helpe, or being ſaccoured any way with foods or 
phylicke,all of them died, few or none eſcaping. 4, 

Great ſtorethere were, that dicdin the ſtreeres by day ornight, and 
many more beſide, although they died intheir houſcs , yer tirſtthey made 
it knowne to thcir neighbours, thattheirliues periſhed, rather by the 
noyſome ſinell of dead and putrificd bodies, then by any violence of the 
diſcaſc in themſclues. Sothar of theſe and the reſt,dying in this manner 
euery where, the neighbours obſerued one courſe of behauiour, (moued 
thereto no lefſe by feare, rhatthe ſmell and corruption of dead bodies 
ſhould harmethem, then charitable reſpe& ofthe dead) thatthemſelues 
whenth:y could, orbcing affiſted by ſome bearers of coarles, when they 
were able to procure the, would hale the bodies(already dead)out of their 
houſes, laying them beforetheir doores, where ſuch as paſled by, eſpect- 
ally inthe mornings, might ſeethem lying 1nno meane numbers. After» 
ward, Bieres were broughtthither,and ſuch as might not haue the helpe 
of Bieres, were glad to lay them on tables , and Bicres haue bia obſerued, 
not on*ly to b2 charged with two or three dead bodies at once, but many 
times it was {cene allo,that the wife with the husband, two or three Bre- 
thren together ; yea, the Father and the Mother, haue thus beenc carried 
along to thegraue vpon one Bicre, 

Moreouer,oftentimes it hath beene ſcene, that when two Pricſts went 
with one Crofſeto ferchthe body ; there would follow(behiad) three or 
foure bearcrs with their Biercs, and when the Prieſts inccnded the buti. 
allbutof one body, fixc oreight more have made vp the aduantage, and 
yet none of them being attended by any ſeemly company, lights, teares, 
or the very leaſt decencie, burir plainly appeared, that the very like ac- 
count was then made of Men or Women, as ifthey had bene Dogges or 
Swine. Wherein might manifeſtly bee noted, that that which thena - 
eurall courſe of things could not ſhew tothe wiſe, with rare and little 
loſſe,to wit,the patient ſupport ofmiſcries and misfortunes, cuenin their 

reſt height : not onely the wiſe might now learne, bur alſothe very. 
impleſt people; and in ſuch ſorr,that they ſhoald alwaics bee prepared 
you all @ png whatſocuer, 
allowed ground could not now ſuffice, for the great multitude of 
dead bodies,which were daily brought to eucry Church inthe City, and 
eucry houre in the day , neither could the bodies have proper place of 
_ c_—_ ro Our ancient cuſtorne : wherefore,after that the Chur- 
uwch-yards were filled, they were conſtrained to make vic of 
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great deepe ditches, wherein they were buried by hundreds at once, ran- 
king dcad bodies along in graues,as Merchandizes are laide along in ſhips, 
couering each aftcr other with a ſma]l quantity of earth,and ſothey filled 
at laſt vp the whole ditch to the brim. 

Now, becauſe I would wander no further in everie particularity, con- 
ccrning the miſerics happening inour Citi : Irell you, thatextremitics 
running on in ſuch manner as you hauc heard , little letſe ſpare was made 
in the Villages round about ; wherein (ſerting afide encloſed Caſtles 
which werc now filled like ro ſmall Cities) poore Labourers and Huſ- 
band-men, with their:whole Families, dycd moſt miſerably in out- 
houſes, yea, and inthe oped fieldes alſo , without any afliſtance of phy- 
ſicke,or helpe of ſeruants;and likewiſe in the high-wayes,orthcir plough- 
ed landes , by day ornight indiftcrently, yer not as mey, bur likebrute - 

caſts, 

By meanes whereof, they became lazic and ſlothfull intheir dayly en- 
deuvous,cuenlikero our Citizens; nor minding or medling with their 
wontcd affaires : but, asa waiting for death cuery houre, tmployed all 
their paines,not in caring any way for thzmſclues, their cattle, or garhe- 
ring the fruits of che earth, or any of their accuſtomed Jabours z but ra» 
ther waſted and conſumed,cuen ſuch as were for their inſtant ſuſtenance, 
Whereupon, it fcll ſo our, that their Oxcn, Aﬀes, Sheepe, and Goates, 
their Swine,Pullcn,yea their verie Dogges, the ttueſt and faithfulleſt ſer- 
vantsto men, being beatenand baniſhed from their houſ:s, went wildly 
wandring abroad inthe fields, where the Cornegrew ſtill on the ground 
without gathering, or being fo much as reapr or cut, Many of the fore- 
ſaid beaſts (as eaducd with reaſon) after they had p::ſtured rhemſclues in 
the day time, would rervirne fnll fed at night hors their houſes, with- 
out any gouernment of Heardſmen.or any other. 

How many faire Palaces ! How miny good!y Houſes ! How many 
noblc habitations, filled before with families ot Lords and Ladics, were 
then ro be ſcene emptie, without any one there dwelling, exccprt ſome f11- 
ly ſeruant ? How many Kindreds,worthy of memory ! How many great 
inhcritances ! And what plenty of riches , were Icft withont any true 
Juccedours £ How many good men ! How many woorthy Women ! 

_ How many valiant and comely young mcn,whom none but Ga/en, Hippo- 
crates, and eAſculapiws (itthey were living ) could haue benereputed any 
way vnhealthfull ; were ſecne to dine at morning with their Parents, 
Friends, and familiar confedcrates, and went to ſup inanother world with 
their Predeccſlors ? 

It is no mcanc breachto my braine, to make repetition of ſo many 
miſcrics ; wherefore, being willing to part withthem as eaſily 3s T may : 
Iſay that our Citie being in this caſe, voide of inhabitants, it came ro 
paſſe / as afterward I'vndcrſtogde by ſome of good credite ) thar in the 
vencrable Church of S. Marie la Newfnc, ona Torelday morning, there 
being thennoother perſon,after the hearing of divine Sernice, in mour. 
nipg habits (as thc ſeaſonrequired) returned thence ſeucn diſcrete po 
carie- 
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Gcntlewomen,all allycd together, cither by friendſhip, neighb or-hood, 
or parentage. She among them that was moſt entredinto yeares, excee- 
ded not eight and twenty ; and the yongeſt was no leſſe then eighteene 3 
being of Noble deſcent, faire forme, adorned with exquiſite behaujour, 
and gracious modeſty, : i 
Their names 1 could report, if juſt occaſion did not forbid it,in regard 
of the occaſions following by them related, and becauſe times heereaf- 
ter ſhall not raxe them with reproofe; the lawes of pleaſure being more 
ſtraired now adayes (for the matters betorc reucaled) then at that time 
they were, not onely to their yeares but to many much ripcr. Neither 
will I likewiſe miniſter matter to raſh heades (ouer-readie in cenſuring 
commendable life) any way to impaire the honeſtie of Ladies, by their 
idle detraQtiog ſpeeches. And therefore,to the end that what each ofthe 
ſaich,miy be comprehended without confuſion ; I purpoſe ro ſtile them 
by names, wholly agrecing, or [in part) conformable to their qualities, 
The firſt and moſt aged, we will name Pamprneaz the ſecond Fiamettas 
the third Philamena; the fourth «A milza;, the fift Lavrerta ; the f1xt Nez- 
phila , and the laſt weterme (not without occaſion) Elſa, or EkRa, All 
ofthcmbeing afſ:mblcd ata corner of the Church, not ty any delibera- 
tion formeriy appointed, but meerely by accident, andiitting as it weze 
ina round ring : after divers ſighs ſcuerclly delivered,they conferred on 
ſundry matters an{werable to the ſad qualitic of the time, and withina 
while after, Madam Pamp:nea began in this manner, 

Faire Ladics, you may (no doubt as well as I) haue often heard, that 
no iniury is offer: d to any one, by ſuch as make vſc but oftheir owne 
right, Iris2 thing nzturall for euerie one which 1s borne in this World, 
to aide, conſcrue, and defend her lite folong' as thee can ; and this righe 
hath bene fo ;;owerfully permitted,that although ir hath ſometimes hap- 
pened, that (co defend theraſclues) men hauc becne flaine withour any 
oft.ncc : yet Lawes have allowed itto be ſo, in whoſe (olicitude Tieth the 
belt lining ot all mortals, How much more honeſt and iuſt js itthen for 
vs,and tor eucry other w-11-d;fpoſed perſon, to ſeeke for(without wron- 
ping any ) and to practiſe all remediesthat weecan, for the conſeruation 
of ourlues 2 Wheal wellconlider,what we haue heere done 'this mor. 
ning,and many other already paſt (remembring (withall) what likewiſe 
is propcr and conucnient for vs : Iconceiue (as all you may Cothe like) 
tar cuerie one of vs hath a duercſpec ofher ſelfe, andthen 1 meruaile 
not, butratheram much amazed (knowing none of vs to be depriued of 
a Womans beſt iudgement) that wee ſecke not after ſome remedies for 
_ (clues, againſtthar, which cucric one among vs, Oought{in reaſoy to 

care, | 

Heere we meete and remaine (as it ſeemethto mee) in no other man- 
ner, thenas it we would orſhould be witneſles,to all the dead bodies at 
reſtintheir graue z orelſeto liſten, when thereligious Siſters heere dwel. 
ling (whoſe number now are well-neere cometobeenone ar all) ſing Ser- 


uceatſuch houres as they ought to doe ; or elſe to acquaint all commers 
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hither ( by our mourning habits) with the qualicy and quantitic of our 
hearts miſeries. And when we part hencc,we meete withnone but dead 
bodics; or ficke perſons tranſported from one placeto another; or clſe 
weſce running thorow the City (in moſt offcnſiue fury)ſuch as (by au- 
thoriric of publike Lawes) were baniſhed hence, onely for their bad and 
brutiſh behauiour in contempr of thoſe Lawes, becauſe now they know, 
thatthe executors of them are dead andficke. And if northeſe, more la- 
mentadle ſpe&acles preſent themſcluesto vs, by the bale raſcality of the 
City ; who being farted with ourblood, tearme themſelues Graue-ma- 
kers, and in mecrecontempiible mockericsof ys, are mourt:d on horſe. 
backe,gallopping cuery where, reproaching vs with our lotles and mil- 
fortunes,with lewd and diſhoneſt jongs : ſo that we can heare nothing elſe 
bur ſuch and ſuch are dead,and ſuch andſuchlic adying:nerc hands wring- 
ing,and cuery whcre moſt pirtifull complaining. 

If we returne home to our houſes ( I know not whether your ceſc be 
an{werable to mine) when I can inde none of all my Fam:ly, bur onely 
my poore waiting Chamber-maide , ſo great are my feares, that the ve- 
ry haire on my head declarerh my amazement, and whereſocucr | go cr 
fit downe, methinkes I {cc the ghoſtes and ſhadowes of decealed tricnds, 
not with ſuch louely look-s as [ was wontto bchold them, bur with molt 
horrid and cireadtull regards, newly ſtolne vpon them I know not how. 
Intheſe reſpects, both heere, cl{c-where, and art home in my houſe, me- 
thinkes I am alwaies ill, and much more ( in mine owne opinion) then a- 
ny other body, not hauing meanes or place of retirement, asall we hauc, 
and noneto remiine heere. but onely we, 

-  Moreouer,I haue often heard it faid, that in rarryingor departing, no 
diltiaRion is made inthings honeſt or aiſhoneſt ; onely apperite will be 
ſerued , and bethey alone or in company,by day or nighr, they do what- 
loeucr their appetite defireth : not ſecular perſons onely, bur ſuch as are 
recluſes, and (hut vp within, Monaſteries,breaking the Lawes of obedi- 
cnce,and being addiRted to plealuresof the fleſh, are become laſciuious 
and diſlolute, making the world belceue, that whatſocuer is conucnicnr 
tor other women, is ao way vabeſeeming them,as thinking in that manner 
to eſcape. $ 

If it befo, as manifeſtly irmaketh ſhew of it ſe!fe ; What do we here - 
What ſtay we for 2 And whereon do we dreame © Why are we more rc 
ſpectlefle of our health, then all the reſtof the Citizens ? Repure we our 
{clues lefle prectous then all the other 2 Or do we belecue,thar life i5 lin- 
ked to our bodics with ſtronger chaines,thenco others, and rhet thercforc 
we ſhould not feare any thing that hath power to offend vs 5 Weeerre 
therein, and are deceiued. Whar brutiſhncſſe were it in vs, if we ſhould 
vrge any ſuch beleete ? So often as wecall ro minde,whirand how many 

allant yong menand women, haue beene devoured by this ctucl! peſti- 

ence ; we may cuidently obſcrue acontrary argnment. 
Wherefore, to the end, that by. being ouer-ſcrupulous and careletle, 
wee fall not into ſuch danger, whence when we would (perhaps)we cannot 
1 2COuc! 
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recouer our ſejues by any meanes : I thinke it meete (it your 1udgement 
| therein ſhall iumpe with mine ) thatall of vs as we are (at leaſt, if we will 
| doe as diuers before vs haue done,and yet daily endeauvur to doe) ſhun- 
| ning death by the honeſt example of other, make our retreate to our 
1 Country houſes, wherewith all of vs arc ſufficiently furniſhed, and there 
| | todelight our ſclucs as beſt we may, yet without tranſgrc {ng (in any aA} 
| thelimuts of reaſon, There ſhall we heare the pretty birds tweetly fng- 
ing, ſecthe hilles and plaines verdantly flouring , the Corne wauing 
inthe ficld like the billowes ofthe Sea, infinite ſtore of goodly trees, and 
the Heauens more faircly open to vs,then here we can behold them, And 
although they are iuſtly diſpl-aſed, yer willthey nor there deny vs berter 
beautics to 2aze on,thenthe ralles inour City (cmpricd of Inhabitants} 
can aftoord vs. 
| Moreouer, the Ayre is much freſh and cleere, and generally, there is 
1 farregreatet abundance ot all things what{oeuer, needetull at this time 
for preſeruation of our health, and.leflc offence or molleſtation then we 
find here, 

And although Country people die, as well as heere our Citizens doe, 
the erictc notwi:hſtanding 1s ſo much the lefſe, as the houſes and dwel. 
lers there are rare, in compariſon of themin our City. And beſide, if we 
well oblcruc it, here we torſoke no particular perſon, but rathes we may 
rearme our {clues forſaken z in regard that our Husbands, Kinred, and 
Friends,cither dying, or flying from the dead, have lett vs alone 1n this 
great affliction, evenas if we were no way belonging vntothem. And 
therefore,by following this counſell, we cannot fall intoany reprehenſ1. 


on; whereas if we neglef and refulc it, danger,diſtrefle,and death (per- 
haps)may enſue thcreon. | 
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| Wheretore, tt youthinke good, I would allow it for well done, to 

| take our waiting women, with all ſuch things as are needfull for vs, and | 

| (as this day) betake our {clues to one place, to morrow to another, ta- '% 

| king there ſuch pleaſure and recreauon, as ſo ſweetea ſeaſon liberally | 

\ bcſtowcth on vs, In which manner we may rcmaine, till we ſec (if death 
otherwiſe preuent vsnot) what end the gracious Heauens haue reſerued 
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for vs, I would haue youalforoconlider, that itis nolefſe ſcemely for 
vsto part hence honeſtly , thena great numbcr of other Woncn to re- 
maine here immodeltly. 

Theorher Ladies and Gentlewomen, hauing heard Madam Pamprnes, 
not onely commended her counſell, but dcfiring alſo to pur it in cxecu- 
tion; had already particularly conſulted with themſfclues,by what meanes 
1 they might inſtantly depart from thence, Neuerthelefſe, Madam, ?hilo- 
V mena,who was very wiſe,ſpake thus. : 

Albeit faire Ladies, the caſe propounded by Madam Parpizea hath 
beene very weil dcliuered;yet(for allthat)it is 2g11n(t reaſon for vs toruſh 
on, aS we are ouer-ready todoe. Remember that we are all women, and 
nv one among vs 1s lo childiſh, but may conſider, that when wee 
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ſhall be ſo aſſembled together, withour prouidence or condutt of ſome +. 


man, we can hardly gouerne our ſelues. Wee are frailc, offenſiue, ſuſpi- 
rious, weake ſpirited, and fearetull : in regard of which imperfections, I 
oreatly duubr (if we haue no better direction then our owne)this ſociety 
will ſooner diſſolue irſclfe, and (perchance)with lefſe honour to vs,then 
if we neuer had begunne it. And therefore it ſhall bee expedient fur vs, 
to prouide before we proceede any further, Madam E/jz4 heteon thus 
replyed. 

Moſt true it is, that men are the chiefe or head of women, & without 
chei- Qrder, fildome times do any matters of ours fortto recoinmendable 
end. Buc what meancs ſhal we make for men? We all know well cnough, 
that the moſt part of our friends are dcad, and ſuch as are liuing, ſome be 
diſperſed hecre, others there, into divers places and companies, vvhere 
we han? no knowl-dge of theirbeing ; and to accept of ſtrangers,would 
ſeeme very inconuenient: wherefore as we haue ſuch care of our health, 
ſo ſhould we be as rcſpettine withall, in ordering our intention, thar 
whereſocuer we ayme at our pleaſure and contentment, repre ofe and 
{candall may by no meanes purſue ys. 

While this diſcourſe thus held among the Ladies, three young Grn- 
tlemen canie foorth of the Church (yer nor fo young, burthe youngeſt 
had attained to fue and twenty ycares: )in whom neyther malice of the 
time, loflc of friends orkindred, nor any fearefull conceit in theraſclues, 
had the power to quench afteCtion, but (perhaps) mighr alittle coole it, 
in regard of the queazie ſeaſon. One of them called himſclte Parphilus, 
the ſecond Phleſtratus, and the laſt Dronerts, Each of them was very af- 
fable and well conditioned,and walked abrozd (for thcir greatcr comfort 
in fuch a time of tribulation) to try if they covld meete with thei: fayre 
tiiends, who (happily) might all three be among theſe feauen, and the 
rſt kinne vmto them in one degree or other. No ſooo were theſe La- 
dies cſpycd by them,but they met with them alſointhe ſame aduantage; 
whereupon Madam Pampineca (amiably ſmiling) ſaid. 

Sec how graciouſly Fortune is fauourable to our beginning, by pre- 
{cnting our eyes with three ſo wiſeand worthy young Gentlemen, who 
will gladly be our guides and ſcruan's, if wee doe not difdaine chem the 
ofhice. Madam Nezp/1lz began immediatly to bluſh, becauſe onc of them 
had a Loue in the company, and ſaid; Good Madam Pampinearake hecg 
what you ſay, becauſe (ot mine owneknowledge)nothing can be ſpoken 
but good of them all; and I thinke them all to be abſolutely ſufficient for 
a farre greater employment then is here intendcd: as being well worthy 
to keepe company not onely with vs, but them of more faire and prect- 
ous eſtcere then weare, Bur becaulc ir appeareth plainly enough, that 
tracy beareafteRion to ſome heere among vs, [ feare, jf wee ſhould make 
the motion, that ſome diſhonor or reproofe may enſue thereby, and yer 
without blame cither in vs or them. That is nothing at all,anſwered Ma- 
dam Philomena, let meliue honeſtly, and my Conſcience not checke me 
with any crimezipeake then who can to the contrary,God afhd truth ſhall 

enter 
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enter armes for me. I wiſhthat they were as willing to come, as all we 
are tobid them welcome : for truly (as Madam Pampines ſaide) we may 
very well hope, that Fortune will bee furtherous to our purpoſed iour- 
ncy. 
"The other Ladies hearing them ſpeake in ſuch manner, not only were 
fenttothemſclucs, but all with-one accord and cooſcnr {aid,that it were 
well done to call them, and to acquaint them with their intention, en- 
treating their company in ſo pleaſant a voyage. Whereupon, without 
any more words, Madam Pampines mounting on her feete (becauſc one 
of the three was her Kinſman } went towards them, as they ſtood reſpe- 
Qiucly obſcruingthem; and (with a pleaſing countenance) giuing thema 
gracious ſalutatioo, declared tothem their deliberation, defiring (in be- 
lalfe of all the reſt) that with a brotherly and modeſt mind, they would 
youchſafc to beare them company. 

The Gentlemen imagined ar the firſt apprehenſion, that this was ſpo- 
ken in mockage of thum; but when they berter perceiued that her woi ds 
trendcd to ſolemne earneſt, they made anſwer, That they were all haitily 
ready ro doe them any ſeruice. Ard without any further delaying, be- 
fore they departed thence, took order for their apteſt furnithing with all 
conuentent neceſlari:s, and ſent word tothe place of their firſt appoint» 
ment. On the morrow, being Wednc{day,abour breake of daygthe La» 
dics, with ccriaine of their attending Gentlewomen,and the three Gen- 
tlemen, hauing three ſcruants to waite on them, Icft the Citie to beginne 
thcir tourney , and hauing traucJled about a leagues diſtance, arriued at 
the placc of their firlt purpoſe of ſtay, which was ſeatcd on a little hill, di- 
[tant (on all ſides) from any high way,plentitfully ſtored with faite ſprea- 
ding Trees, affoording no meane delight to the eye. On the top of all, 
ltood a {tucly Palace, having alarge and ſpacious Court inthe middeſt 
round cngirt with Galleries, Hals,and Chambers, every one ſeparate a+ 
lon< by themſclues, and beautincd with PjiAures of admirable cunning. 
Nor was there any want of Gardens, Mcadowes,and other moſt p.caſant 
Valkcs, with Welles and Springs of faire running waters,ali encompal- 


 teawith branching Vines, fitter for curious and quaffing bibbers, then 


women ſobcr,and ſingularly mode (t, | 
This Pallace the company found fully firted and prepared, the beddes 
in the Chambers mace and daimily ordred, thickly ſtrewed with variety 
of flowers, which could not but giue them the greater contentment. D4o- 
news, who(abouethe other)was a pleaſant young gallant, and full of infi: 
nite witty conceits, {aide ; Your wit (faire Ladics)hath better cuided vs 
hither, then our prouidence : I know not how you have determined co 
diſpoſe of your cares, as for mine owne, 1 lefe them at the Cittie gare, 
when I came thence with you : and therefore let your reſolution bee, to 
[pend the time here in ſiniles and ſinging, (I meane, as may fitteſt agree 
with your dignity)or elſe give me leaue to go ſecke my ſorrowes againe, 
and foro remaine diſcontented in our deſolate City,- Madam Pampines 
bauing in like manner {haken off her ſorrowes, deliuering a modeſt and 
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baſhfull ſmile, replyed in this manner. | 60 | 
Dionews, well naue you ſpoken, it is fit toliue mertily,and no other oc- 
cafion made vs forſake the ſ1cke and {ad Cirtic. But, beeauſe ſuch things 
as are without meane or meaſure, are ſybieR ro no long continuance : 
I. who began the motion, whereby this ſocicrie is thus aſſembled, and 
ayme atthe long laſting thereof, doe hold it yeric convenient, that wee 
ſhould all agree,to haue one chiefe Commander among vs,in whom the 
care and p:ouidence ſhould conſiſt, for direftion of our merriment, per- 
forming honour and obedience tothe partie, as to our Parrone and fole 
Goucrnour. And becauſe cuery one may fecle the burthen of folicitude, 
as alſo the pleaſure of commanding, and con{cquently hauc a ſenfible 
taſte of both, whereby no enuy may ariſe on any fide, { could with, that | 
each oneot vs (fora day onely) thould fecle both the burthen and ho- | 
nour, and the perſon {o to be aduanced, ſhall recctue it from the cle&ion 
of vs all, As for ſuch as are to ſucceed,after him or her that hath had the 
dayes of dominion, rhe party thought hit for ſucceſſion, muſt be named 
{o ſoone as night approacheth, And being inthis eminency (accordin 
a5 he or fhe ſhall pleaſe) he may order and diſpoſe how long the time of 
his rule ſhall laſt, as alſo of the place and maner,where beſt we may con» 
tinue our delight. 
Theſe words were highly pleaſing to them all, and by generall voice, 
Madame Pampines was choſcn Queene for the firſt day; VWhereupon, 
Madame Ph;/omena ranne preſently to. a Bay-rrec, becauſe ſhe had often 
hcard what honor belonged to thoſe branches, and how worthy of ho- 
nour they were,that rightfully were crowned with them, plucking off di- 
ut rs branches, (hee made of chem an apparant and honourable Chapler, 
placing it (by generall conſent) vpon her head; and this fo longas their 
company continued, miniteſted to all the reſt, the ſtgnall of Dominion, 
and Royall ereatnefle, 
After that Madame Pampznea was thus made Queen,ſhe commanded 
publique filence,8& cauſing the Gentlemen®three feruants,and the way* 
ting wornen allo (being fourc in number) to be brought before her, rhus 
{he beganne. Becauſe I am togiue the firſt example to you all, whereby 
procceding on from good to better, our company may liuc in order 
and pleaſure, acceptable roall, and without ſhameto any zI create Par» 
27en9 (\eruant to Dionews) Maiſter ofthe Houlhold, hee taking the care 
and charge of all our Tiayne, and for whatſoeuer appertayneth to our 
Hu!l ſeruice, I appoint alſo,that $/:ſco ſeruant to Pamphilus,” ſhall bee 
our Diſpenſer and Treaſurer, performing that which Parmeno ſhal com- 
mand him. Likewiſe that T7naare {crue as Groome of the Chamber. ro 
Philoſtratis his Maſter, and the other two,when his fellowes impeached 
by their offices,cannot be preſent. Mifie my Chambermaid, and ry 4 
ca belonging to Philomena, ſhall ſerug continuaily inthe Kitchin,and di- 
ligently make ready ſuch Vyands,as ſhalbedeliuered them by Parmens, 
>. 4,waiting-woman to LaweHa, and. Strats{ra appertaining to Fi- 
«mmeita, (hall hauc the charge and gouerncmetivofthe Ladies Cham: 
.C I5, 
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and ring all places where we ſhall be preſent, Moreouer, we 
Gland ſr er ol rn one of them (as they deſire to deferue our 
grace) that whereſocuer they goe or come, or whatſoever they heare or 
ce :rhey eſpecially reſpe& to brihg vstydings of them. After {hee had 
ſummarily delivercd them theſe orders, very much commended of eue- 
ric one, ſhe aroſe fairely ſaying » Heere we haue Gardens, Orchardes, 
Medowes, and other places of ſufficient pleaſure,where cuery one may 
ſport and recreate themſclues : bur ſo ſoone as the ninth houre ſtrikerh, 
then all to meer here againe,to dine inthe coole ſhade, 

This iocund company hauing receiucd licence from their Queene to 
diſport themſelues,the Gentlcmen walked withthe Ladies into a goodly 
Garden,making Chaplets and Noſegayes of divers lowers, and finging 
filently ro themſclues. When they had ſpent the time limitted by the 
Queene, they returned into the houſe, where they found that Parens 
had effectuaily executed his office. For, when they entred intothe hall, 
they ſaw the Tables couercd with delicate white Napery,and the glaſſes 
looking like filuer,they were ſo tranſparantly clecre, allthe roome beſide 
ſtrewed with Flowers of Iuniper. When the Queen and all che reſt had 
waſhed, according as Parmeno gauc order, ſocuery one was ſeated at the 
Table : the Viands (delicately dreſt) were {crued in,and excellent wines 
plentifully deliuered, none attending but the three {eruants, and little or 
no lowd Tzble-talke pafſing among them. . 

Dinner being ended, and the Tables withdrawne (all the Ladies, and 
the Gentlemen likewiſe, being skilfull both in finging and dancing, and 
playing on inſtruments artificially)the Queene commanded, that divers 
Inſtrumtnts ſhould be brought, and (as ſhe gaue charge) Dzoners rooke a 
Lute, and F:iammetts a Violl de gamba, and began to play an excellent 
daunce. Whereupon, the Queene with the reſt of the Ladics, and the 
other two young Gentlemer: (hauing {cnt ther attending Seruants to' 
dinner) paced foorth a daunce very maieſtically, And whenthe dance 
was ended, they fung ſundry excellent Canzonets, out-wearing ſo the 
time, yntill the Queene commanded them all to reſt, becauſe the houre 
did neceſſarily require it. The Gentlemen hauing their Chambers farre 
ſcucred from the Ladies, curiouſly ſtrewed with lowers. and their beds 
adorned in exquiſite manner, as thoſe of the Ladies were not 2 iotte in- 
fcriour ro them; the filence of the night beſtowed ſweetreſt on them al. 
In themorning, the Queene andall the reſt being riſcn,accounting ouer 
much ſ[-cpe to be very huntfull,they walked abroad into a goodly Meca- 
dow, where the graſſe grew verdamily;and the beames of the Sun heared 
not ouer-violently, becauſe the ſhades of faire ſpreading Trees, gave '# 
temperate calmneſſc, coole and gentle winds fanning their fweet breath 
plealingly among them. All of them being there ſet downe in a round 
ting, andthe Queen inthe middeſt, as being the appointed place of emi? 
nency, ſhe ſpake inthis manner. q 
. You ſee (faire company }that the Sunne is highly mounted, the heate 
{ellewhere)too extreme for vs,and therefore heres our fitteſt refuge,the 
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aire being ſo coole,delicare, and acceptable, and our folly well worthy. . i: 
reprehen(ion,il we thould walke further, and ſpecde worſe, Heere are 
Tables, Cards, and Cheſle, as .yourdiſpolitions may bee addited. But 
if mine aduice might paſſe tor currant, I would admit none of thoſe cx- 
erciſes, becauſe they aretoo troubleſome buth to them that play, and 
ſuch as looke on. I could rather wiſh, that ſome quaiar diſcourſe might 
paſſe among vs, atale or fable related by fume one, to vrgethe attention 
of all the reſt. Ando weating out the warmth of the day,oneprety No- 
uell will draw on another, vntil] the Sun be lower declined, and the heates 
extrc mity more diminiſhed, to ſolace our ſelues in ſome other place, as 
to our Minds {hall ſceme conucnicnt. It theretore what I haue ſayde bee 
acceptableto you (I purpoling to follow in the ſame courle of pleaſure,) 
lctit appeare by your immediate an{were;for,till the Eucning,] rhinke we 
can deuiſe no exerciſe more commodious tor vs. 

The Ladiesand Gentlemen allowed of the motion, to ſpend the time 
in telling pleaſant tales , whereupon the Queene ſaide : Sccing you haue 
approued mine aduice, I grant tree permititon for this firſt day, that e- 
uery one ſhall relate, what to him orher is beſt plealing. And turning 
her felfero Pamphiias (who w:s leated on her right hand) gaue him fa- 
vour,with one of his Novels,to begin the recreation : which he not da- 


ring to deny, and perceiuing generall attention prepared tor him, thus he 
bcgan. 


Meſsire Chappelet du Prat by making a falſe confeſsion beguyled an holy Reli- 
gious man, and after ayed, And hauing (auring his life time) bene 4 very 
bad man, at hu death,was reputed for « Saint,and called $.Chappelet. 

Thefirſt N oucll: ; 

herein i contained, how hard a things it ts, to diitinguiſh goodneſſt from hy- 

pocrifie , and how (nder the ſhadow of boline(ſe.) the wickedneſſe of one 


man, may aeceine many, 


7] T is a matter moſt conuenient (deare Ladies) that a man 
oughtto begin wharſocuer he doth, inthe great and glo- 
vi rious name of him, who was the Creator of all things. 
Wherefore, ſecing that Iam the man appointed, to be- 
gin this your invention of diſcourſing Nouelties : I in- 
—_ tend to begin alſo with one of his wonderfull workes. To 
the end, that this being heard , our hope may remaine on him, as the 
thing on:ly permanent, and his name for euer to be praiſed by vs, Now, 
as there is nothing more certaine, bur that cuen as temporall things are 
mortall and tranſttory,fo are they both in, and out of themſclues, full of 
ſorrow, paine, and anguiſh, and ſubiced ro infinite dangers 2 50 in the 
ſame manner, we live mingled among them, ſeeming as part of. them, 
and cannot (without ſome crror) continue or; defend /our ſclues,if God 
by his eſpeciall grace and fauour, giuevs not ſtzength and good vader- 
ſtanding, VV hich power we may not belree, that cither it deſcenderh 
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| to VS,0T linerh in Vs, by any merites of our owne ; but of his onely moſt 
j gracious benignity. Mooucd neuertheleſſe,and entreated by the inter- 
| ceſſions of them, who were (as WE are) mortals; and hauingly diligently 
obſcrued his commandements, are now with him in etcrnall bleſſednes. 
To whom (as toaduocates and procurators, informed by the expert- 
ence of our frailry) wee are not to preſent our prayers inthe preſence of 
ſo great a Iudge;but onely to himlelte, for the obtaining of all ſuchthings 
25 his wiſedome knoweth to be moſt expedient for vs. And well may we 
j credit, that his goodneſle is more fully enclined towards vs,in his contl- 
| nuall bounty and liberality ; then the ſubrilty of mortall cyc, can reach 
into the ſecret of ſo diuincathought : and ſometimes therefore we may 
be beguiled inopinion, by elcfting ſuch and ſuch as our interceſſors be- 
fore his high Maicſty, who perhapsare farre off from him, or driuen into 
perpeeuall exile, as vaworthy to appeare inſo glorious a preſence. For 
he,trom whom nothing can be hidden, - more regardeth the ſincerity of 
him tha praycth, then ignorant deuorion, committed to the truſt of a 
| heedlefle interceſſor ; and ſuch prayers have alwaics gracious acceptati- 
| on inhis ſight. As manifeſtly will appeare, by rhe Nouell which I intend 
| torclate; manifeſtly{I {ay)not as inthe 1udgement of God, but according 
to the apprehenſion of men. 


1] There was one 
:\named , Muſciatto 
Franceſi, who from 
becing a moſt 1ich 
| and great Merchant 
a > IF Yin France, was be- 
I; (Ee WO SP v8 HGH ESA com* a Knight, and 
| 9 & MS [4 [= TE gd F—2\ preparing to goe In- 
I £3 |= = 4-|to Trſcany , vvith 

Mounſicur Charles 
vuithout Lang, Brao- 
©ther to the King of 
2) France ( who was 
dclired and incited 
to come thither by 
Pope Boniface)iound 
his affaires greatly 
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was) in whom he mighr $7 ym trult comeere with their lewdnefſe, Has: |- 
uing a long while examined his thoughts vpon this point, atlaſt hee re: / 
mermbred one Maſter Chappelet du Prat, who ofttimcs bad reſorted to his 
hoaſe in Par. And becaute he was aman of lictle ſtatore, yet handſome 
enough,the Frenchnot knowing what this word Chappe/es might meane, 
eſtceming he [hould becalled rather (in their tongue) Chappel/y, imagi - 
ned, that in regard of his fmall ſtature, they termed him Chappelet , and 
not Chappell,and ſo by the name of Chappelet he was cuery where known, 
and by tew or none acknowledged for Chappell, - | 

This Maſter Chappeler, was of ſo good and commendable litc ; that, 
being a Notarie, he held it in highdiſd1ine, that any of his Contrates 
(although he'made bur few ) ſhould be found without falſhoode. And 
looke how many ſocuer hee dealt withall, he would be vrg:d and requi- 
red thereto, offcring them his paincs and rrauaile for nothing, butto vee 
required otherwiſe then by money, which prooucd to bee his much lar- 
ger recompencing,and returned to him the farre greater benc fir. Hee 
tooke the onely pleaſure of the world, to bare falſe witneſſe,it hee were 
thereto entreared, and (oftentimes) when hce was not requeſted ar all. 
Likewiſe becauſe in thoſe times, great truſt and belcete was giuento an 
oath, he making no care or conſcience to be periured : greatly aduanta- 
ged himſelte by 1,2w ſuites, 1n regard that many matters rclyed vpon his 
oath, and dclivering thetruth accordiog to bis knowledge, 

Hedelighted(beyond meafureJand addifted his beſt ſtudies,to cauſe en- 
maities and ſcandals betwcene kindred and friends, or any other petions, 
agrecing well together ; and the more miſchiefe he covld procure in this 
kind, ſo much the more pleaſure and dclight rooke he therein, If he were 
called to kill any one, or to do any other villanous dcedche never would 
make deniall,but goto it very willingly; and diuers times it rvas well kno- 
wen, that many were cruelly beatcn;ye {laine by his hands, -Hee was a 
moſt horrible blaſphemer of God and his Saints, vypon the very leaſt oc- 
caſion, as being more addi&ed to choller,then any other man could be. 
Neuer would he frequent the Church, but baſely contemned it, with the 
Sacraments and religious rites therein adminiftred, accounting rhem tor 
vile and vaprofitable things : but very voluntarily would viſit. Taucrnes; 
and other places of diſhoneſt accefſe, which were continually pleaſing 
vnco him, ro ſatisfic his luſt and inordinate lubricitie, Hee would ſteale 
both in publike and priuate, euen with ſuch-a conſcience, asif it were gi- 
ucn to him by nature ſoto do. He was agreatglutton and a drunkarde, 
euen till he was not able to take any more : being alſo a continuall game- 
as and carrier of falſe Dice, to cheate with them the very beſt Fricnds 

e had. 

But why dolI waſte time in ſuch extent of words 5 When: it-may ſuf+ 
fice to ſay, that ncucr was there a worſe man borne; whoſe: wickedactle 
was for long time ſupported, by the fauour , power, and Authorue 
of Monficur 31sſc/atte, for whoſe ſake many wrongs and injuries v/cre 
patiently endured, as well by priuate-perſons (whom hee would abuſe 
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toriouſly)as others of the Court, berweene whom he made no diffe- 
——— vile dealing. This Maſter Chappelet s being thus! emem- 
bred by Meſciatro(who very well knew his life and behauiour)he perfeR- 
ly perſwadcd himſclfe, that this wasa man apt 1n all rcſpcs, to meete 
withthe treachery of the Burgundians : whereupon,hauing ſent for him, 
thus he beganne. | 
Chappelet, thou knoweſt how I am wholly to retrezte my ſclfe from 
hence, and hauing ſome affaires among the Butgundians, men full of 
wickednefſe and deceite ; 1 can bethinke my ſelfe of no mectera man then 
Chappeler.to recouer ſuch debrs as are due to mee among them. And'be- 
cauſc it falleth out ſo well, that thou art not now hindered by any other 
buſineſle ; ifthou wilt vadergoe this office for me,] will procurethce fa- 
vourable Letters fromthe Court, and giue thee a reaſonable portion in 
all thou recouereſt, Maſter Chappeler, ſeeing himſelfe idle, and greedy 
aficr worldly goods, conſidering that Moun/ieur Muſctatto ( who had 
beene alwayes his beſt buckler) was now to depart from thence, withour 
any dreaming on the matter, and conſtrained thereto [as 1t were) by ne- 
| cellity , ſerdowne his reſolution, and anſwered, that hee would gladly 
4 doc it. 
4 Hauing madetheir agreement together, and received from Muſcratts 
| his cxpreſſ: procuration, andalſothe Kings gractous Letters ; after thar 
13 Munſciatto was gone on his iourney,Maſter Chappelet went to © #on,where 
% he was vaknowne(well-necrc) of any. Andthere(quitc from his natural! 
1 diſpoſition)he beganne benigacly and graciouſly, in recouering the debts. 
; due; which courſe he tooke the rather,becauſe they ſhould haue a further 
feeling of himinthe end. Being lodged in the houſe of two Florentine 
| brethren,thar liuing on their monics vſance , and (for Mounſieur Muſciat- 
| yes fake)viing him with honourandreſpett : it forruned thar he fell ficke, 
F andthe two brethren ſent for Phyfitions to attend him, allowing their 
4 ſcruants to be diligent about him, making no ſpare ofany thine, which 
gauethe beſt likelyhood of reſtoring his health. Bur all their paincs pro- 
o ucd to no purpoſe,becauſe he/honeſt man) being now growne aged, and 
'Th hauing livedall his lifetime very diſorderly, fell day by day (according 
ro the Phyficions tudgement) from badto worſe, as no other way ap- 
peared bur death, whereatthe brethren greatly gricucd, 
| Vponaday, ncere to the Chamber where the ſicke man lay, they en- 
| tred into this communication. What ſhall we doe (quoth the one to the 
| other) with this man £ We are much hindered by him:forto ſend him'a- 
way(lickeas he 1s) we ſhall be greatly blamed thereby,andit willbe a ma- 
| 


nitcſt note of our weake wiſedome ; the people knowing that firſt of all 
we gaue him entertainement, and haue allowed him honeſt phylſicall at- 
tendance, and henor hauing any way iniuried or offended vs, to lethim 
"16 be ſuddenly expulſed our houſe { ficketo death as he is) it can be no way 
'"h for our credit. 

of Onthe other fide,weare to conſider alſo, that hee hath bin ſobadde a 
| i man,as he will not now make any confeſſionthereof, neither receive the 
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bleſſed Sacrament of ,the Church; and dying ſo without confeſſion , 
there is no Church chat will accepthis body,bur irmuſt be buried in pro- 
phanc ground,like to. a Dogge. - And yer ibhee would confeſſe himlelfe, 
his ſinnes are ſo many and monſtraus., as rhe like cafe alſo may happen, 
bccauſe thereis por anyPricſtor Religious , thar can or will ab- 
ſoluchim- And being not abſolued, he mult be caſt into ſome itch or 
pit, and chen.the people ofthe Towne, as well in-regard of the account 
we carry hecre, (whichtorthem appearerh fo little plealing,,as we ate dat- 
ly purſued with their worft words ):as alſo coucting our ſpoile and ouer- 
throw , vpon this accident will cry'our and mutiny againft vs; Behold 
theſe Lombard ders, which arenot tobe receined intothe Charch,wby ſhould 
we ſuffer them 10 liue htere among 5 © In furions madnefle will they come 
vpon vs, andour houſe, where (peradnenturc) not contended with rob- 
bing vs of our goods, our lincs will remaine in their mercy and danger z 
forhit, in what ſort ſocucr it happen,this mans dying here,muſt necds be 
banefullco vs. | | 

Maſter Chappelet, who (as we have formerlyſaide) was lodged neere ro 
the place where they thus conterred, having aſubtle attention {2s often- 
times we fee licke perſons to be poſlefied wirhall) heard all theſe ſpee- 
chesſpoken'ot him, and caufing themrto bee called vnto him, thus hee | 
ſpakc. 

: I would not haue you to be any way doubtfull of me; neicher that you 
ſhould receiue the leaſt damage by me : I haue heard what you haue ſaid, 
and am certaine, that it will happen according to your words, if matters 
ſhould fall out as you conceite;' but Lam mitidedro deale otherwiſe, 1 
hauecommitred ſo many offences againſt our Lord God, in the whole 
current of my lite ;that now I intend one ation atthe hourcof my death, 
which I truſt will make amenos for all. Procure therefore, I pray you, 
that the moſt holy and religious man that isto be found (if there bee any 
one at all) may come vnto me, and referrethecaſe thento me, for I will 
deale in ſuch ſort for you and my {cife, that all ſhall be well, and you no 
way diſcontented. 

The two Brethren, although they had nogreat hop: in his ſpeeches, 
went yetto a Monaſtery of Gray-Friars, and requeſted , that ſome one 
holy andlearned man, might come to heare the confefſhon of a Lombard, 
that lay very weake and ficke in their houſe. Aud one was granted vnto 
them, being anaged religious Frier , a great read maſter in the ſacred 
Scripture, a very venerable perſon,who being of good and ſandified life, 
all the Citizens held him ingreat reſpec and eſteeme, and on hee went 
with them to their houſe, When he was come vp into the Chamber where 

> Maſter Chappeletlay, and being there ſeated downe by him ; he beganne 
> firſtto comfort him very louingly, demanding alſo of him, how many 
> times hehad binat confeſſion 2 Whereto Maſter Chappeler (who neuer 
; had bin ſhriued in all hislife time) thus replied, 

Holy Father, I alwayes vſed (as a common cuſtome) to bee confeſſed 

once (at the leaſt ) cuery wecke, albeit ſometimes much more often ; but 


rue 
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trucit is.that being falne into this fickneſſe,now cight daics {ince I haue 
not becne confelt, ſoviolent hath bene the may of my weakneſſe, 
My ſonne(anſwered the good old man)thou haſt done well, and {6 Y 
thee ſtill hereafter in that minde : bur I plainly perceiue,fecing thou ha 
ſo often confeſſed thy ſelfe, that I ſhall rake theleſſe labour tn vrging 
queſtions to thee, Nap | 

Maſter Chappelet replyed ; Say not ſo good Father, for aibeit I haye 
bene ſo oftentimes confeſſed, yer am I willing now to make a gencrall 
confeſſion, euen of all ſinnes comming to my remembrance, from the 
very day of my birth, vntil this inſtant houre of my {hrift. And therefore 
I entreat you(holy Father) to make a particular demand of cuerie thing, 
even as if Thad ncuer bene confeſſed at all.andro make no reſpeR of my 
fickneſſe: for I had rather be offenſive to mine owne flcth, then by fauo- . 
ring or allowing it caſe, to hazard the perdition of my ſoule,” which my 
Redeemer bought with fo precious a price. 

Theſe words were highly pleaſing tothe holy Friar, and fcemed to 
him as an argument of a good conſcience : Whercfore, aftcr hee had 
much commended this forwardaefle in him, be began to demand of him 
ifhe had never offended with any VWoman ? VWhercunto maſter Chaps 
pelet (breathing forth a great ſigh)anſwered. 

Holy Farher, I am haltealhamed to tell you the truth in this caſe, as 
fearing leaſt I ſhould finne in vaine-glory, Vheretothe Confeſſor re> 
plyed ; Speake boldly ſonne, and feare nor, for intelling the truth, bee 

in confeſſion or otherwiſe, a man can ncucr finne, Then ſayde Maiſter 
Chappelct, Father, ſceing you giuc me {o good an affurance, I will reſolue 
you faithfully keercin. I am fo true a Virgin-man in this mattcr, eucn as 
when I iſſued forth of my mothers Wombe. O ſonne(quoth the Friar) 
8: how happy and vlefſed of God art thou ? Well haſt thou liued, & there: 
in haſt thou not meanly merited, hauing had ſo much hiberticto doe the 
| NO it thou wouldeſt,whercin veric few of vs can fo anfhyer for our 
a clucs. 

Afterward, he demand:d of him, how much diſpleaſing to God hee 
had beene in the ſinne of Gluttony 2 When { {1Shing againegreatly) hee 
| anſ{wercd : Too much, and too often, good Father. For, ouer and be- 
{ide the Faſts of our Lent ſeaſon, which cueric yeare ought to bee ducly 
obſcrucd by deuout people, I brought my ſelfe to ſuch a cuſtomarie vie, 
that I could faſt three dayes in eucry Weeke, with Bread and Water: 
| But indeede (holy Father) confeſle, that haue drunke water with ſuch 
a pleafing appetite and delight (eſpecially in praying, or walking on pil- 
grumages)cuen as greedy drunkards doe, in drinking good Wine. And 
many times I haue defired ſuch Sallades of ſmall heatbes, as Women do 
gather abroad in the open fields, and feeding onely ypon them, without 
coucting after any other kinde of ſuſtenance, hath ſeemed much more 
pleaſing to me, then Ithoughtto agree with the nature of Faſting, cſpe- 


A cally, when asit [werueth from deuotion, or is not done as it ought ro | 
" cc, 3 
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Sonne, Sonne, replied the Confeſlour, theſe finnes are naturall, and 
very light, andtherefore I would nothauethee to charge thy conſcience 
with them, more then is needfull. Ir happeneth to cuery man (how holy 
ſoeuer he be )that after he hath faſted ouer-long, feeding will be welcome 
to him, and drinking good drinke after his trauaile. O Sir, (faid Maiſter 
Chappelet) neuer tell me this ro comfort me, tor well you know,and I am 
not ignorant therein, that ſuch things as are done for the {eruice of God, 
oughtallto be performed purely,and withoutany blemiſh ofthe minde ; 
what otherwiſe is done, ſauoureth offinne, The Friar being well con. 
tented with his words, ſaid : Ir is notamiſſe that thou vnderſtandeſt ir in 
this manner, and thy conſcience thus purely cleared, is no little comfort 
to me. But tell me now con:erning Auarice, haſt thou {inned therein, 
by deſiring more then was reaſonable, or withholding from others, ſuch 
things as thou oughtelit notto detaine 2 Wherein Mailter Chappeler anſwe. 
red. Good Father, I would not haue you to imagine, becauſe you ſee 
me Jodged hecre in the houſe of two Vſurers, that thereforcI am of any 
ſuch diſpoſition, No truely Sir, I came hither ro no other end,but oncly 
tochaſtiſe and admonilh them in friendly manner,toclenſe their mindes 
from ſuch abhominable profit : And afſuredly, I ſhould haue prevailed 
therein, had nor rhis violent ſicknsfſe hindered mine intention. But 
vnderſtand (holy Father) that my parcnts left me arich man, and imme. 
diatly after my Fathers death,the greater part of his goods I gauc away 
for Gods ſake,and then,to ſuſtaine mine owne life, andro helpe the poore 
members of Icfus Chriſt, I berooke my ſelfe to a meane eſtate of Mer- 

chandiſe, dcfiring none other then honeſt gaine thereby , and cucrmore 

whatſocuer benefit cameto me, I imparted halfe thereot ro the poore, 
conuciting mine owne ſmall portion about my neceſſary affaires , which 
that other part would ſcarſcly ferue to ſupply : yer alwaycs God gaue 
ehcreto ſuch a mercifull bleſſing , rhat my bulineſſe dayly thriued more 
and more,ariling ſtill from good to better, | 

Well hait thou done thercin good Sonne, faid the Confeſſour : but 
how oftentimes haſt thou beene angry 2 Oh Sir (ſaid Maiſter Chappelrr) 
eherein I aſſure yee, I haueoften tranſgrefſed. And what man is able to 
forbeare it; bcholding the dayly actions of men to be lo diſhoneſt 2 No 
care of keeping Gods Commandements , nor any feare of his dreadfull 

_ tucgements. Many times in a day, I haue rather wiſhed my felfc dead 

then living, beholding youth purſuing idle vanities, to ſweare and for- 

ſweare themſelues, tipling in Tavernes, and neuer haunting Churches ; 
but rather affc&iog the worlds follics, then any ſuchduties as they owe 
to God, Alas Sonne (quoththe Friar) this is a good and holy anger,and 

I can impoſe no penance onthee for it. But tell me, hath notrage or fu- 

ricat any time ſo ouer-ruledthee, as to commit murtheror man-flaugh- 
rer,orto fpeake cuill ofany man, or to doe any other ſuch kinde of iniu- 
ric © Oh Father (anſwered Maiſter Chappelet)you that ſeeme to be a man 
of God, how darc you vſe any ſuch vile words ? If I had had the very leaſt 
thought, ro doe any ſuch a& as you ſpeake , doe you thinke that God 

would 
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ſuffered meto live ? Theſe are deeds of darkneſle,fit for yil- 
yon pl liucrs, of which helliſh crew,when ar any tame I have 
happencd to meet with ſome one of them, 1 hauc ſaid; Goe,God con» 

rt thee. 

"-Wonthy,ind charitable words, replied the Friar : but tell me Sonne, 
Didſtrhou cuer beare falſe witnes againſt any man,or haſt ſpoken talfly. 
or taken ought from any one,contrary tothe will of the owner? Yes in- 
deed Father, ſaid Maiſter Chappeler, Ihaue ſpoken 1] of another, becauſe 
I hauc ſometime ſeene one of my neighbors, who with no meane ſhame 
of the world, would do nothing elſe but beat his wife :and of him once 
I complained to the poore mans patents,{aying, that he never did it but 
when he was oucrcome with driake. Thoſe were noill words,quoththe 
Friar; but I remember you ſaid,that you were a Merchant: Did you euer 
deceiue any, as ſome Merchants vſeto doe 7 Truely Father, anſwered 
M. Chappelet, I thinke not any, except one man, who one day brought 
me money which he owed me fora certaine peece of cloath I fold hun, 
and 1 put itintoa purſe without accounting ic. About amoneth after- 
ward, I found that there were foure {mall p:nce morethen was duc to 
mce : and neucr happening to meete with the man againe, after I had 
kept them the ſpace of a whole ycare, I then gaue them away vnto foure 
poo'e pe- pie, tor Gods ſake. 

A ſmall matter, ſaid the Friar,and trulv payed backe againe tothe ow» 
ner, in beſtowing them on the poore. Many other queſtions he deman- 
ded of t1im,whereto ſtill he anſwered in the ſame manner. But before he 
procceded to abſolution, Maſter Chappelet ſpake thus : I haue, yct one 
finne more,which I have not reuealed to your when being viged by the 
Friar to conſeſle it, he (21d. I remember that I ſhould afford one day in 
the weeke, tocleanſe the houſe of my foule, for betrer entertainement 
tomy Lord and Sauiour, and yet haue doneno ſuch reucrence to the 
Sunday or Sabbath, as I ought ro haue done, A ſmall fault Sonne, re- 
plycd the Friar, O no{quoth Maſter Chappeler) doe notterme it a ſmall 
taulr, becauſe Sunday being a holy day, is highly to be reuerenced-: for 
as on that day,our þlefled Lord aroſe trom death to life. Bur ( quoth rhe 
Contcflor) haſt thou done nothing elſe on that day ? Yes, ſaid he, bein 
forgettull of my ſelfe, once I did ſpet in Gods Church. The Friar ſmi- 
ling, laid : Alas Sonne, that 15a matter ofno moment; for wee that are 
Religious perſons, doe vle to ſperthere eucry day. The more is your 
ſhame, an{wer-d Maſter Chappelcr, for ng place ought to bee kept more 
pure and cleane then the ſacred Temple, wherein our daily facritices are 
offercd vpto God. 

In this manner he held on an houre and more, yttering the like tranſ- 
greſtions as theſe ; and at laſt began to figh very paſſionately, & toſhed 


a tew teares,as one that was $kilfull enough in _ diſſembling pranks :. 
whereatthe Confeſfor being much mooued, ſaide : Alas Sonne, what 


ayleſt thou ? Oh Father (quorh Chappelet )there remaineth yer one ſinne 
more ypon my conſcience, wherof [ ncuer at any time made confefion; 
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ſo ſhametull itappearethromee todiſcloſc ir; and1 aim partly perſwaded, 
that God will ncuer pardoa me tor that ſfinne. How now Sonnerfaidthe * 
Friar,neuer ſay fo, for it all the finnes ther cuer were commirred by men, 
or ſhall be committed ſo long as the World endureth, were onely in one 
man,and he rep<nting them,and being ſo contrite for them,as I {ce thou 
art ; the grace and mercy of God is togreat, that vpon penitent confeſ- 
ſjon,he will freely pardon him,and therefore fpare nor to ſpeake it bold!y ; 
Alas Father (ſaid Chappelet, (till in pretended weeping) this finne of mine 
is ſogreat, that [ can hatdly belecue (1t your earneſt prayers do not afhiſt 
me) thar eucr I (hall obtaine remiſſion tor ir, Speake ir Sonne, ſaid the 
Friar,and fcare nor,l promile that I will pray to God for thee. 

Maſter Chappelet (t1]] wept and (1ghed, and comtinucd filent, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Contcfſors comtortable perſwaſtons ; bur after hee had 
helde him a long whilc in ſuſpence, breathing forth 2 tighe, cuen as if his 
very heart would hauc broken, he ſaide ; Holy Father,ſceing you promiſe 
to pray to God for me, I will reucaleit to you : Know then, that when I 
was a |:ttle boy, [did once curſe my Mother;which he had no fooner ſpo- 
ken, but he wrung his hands,and greeucd cx:raordinarily.Oh good Son, 
ſaide the Friar: doth that ſeemie ſo greataſtanerto thee 5 Why, men doe 
daily blaſpheme our Lord God, and yet ncuerthclefſe, vpon rheir hearty 
repentance, he is alwayes ready to forgiue them ; and wilt not thou be- 
leeue tro obtaine remiſſion, fora {1anc ſo ignorantly committed ? Weepe 
no more d:are Sonne,burt comtart thy ſclfe and reſt r:ſolued, thatif thou 
wttt one of th:m, who nayledovr bleed Sauiour to his Crotle ; yer be- 
ing (o truly repenrant, as I ice thou arr, he would freely forgiuc thee. Say 
you ſo Father ? quoth Chappe/er, Whar mine owne deare Mother ? thar 
bare mein her wombe nine moneths, day and night, andafterwards fed 
me with her breaſts a thouſand times, can be pardoned forcurſing her ? 
Ohno, it is too haynous a finne,and cxcept youpray to God yery inſtant- 
ly for me, he will not forgiue me. 

When the religious man pereciued, that nothing more was to bee 
confeſſed by Maſter Chappelet ; he gaue him abſolution, and his owne be- 
nediction beſide, reputing him to bea moſt holy man, as verily beleeving 
#ll that hee had ſaid, And who wouldnothave doneth: hike, hearing 
a mantoſpzake in this manner, and bcing vpon the very point of death ? 
Afterward, he ſaide vato him, Maſter Chappeler,by Godsgrace you may 
be ſoone reſtored to heelth, bur if it ſo come to p3ſle,that God doe take 
your bl. fſed and well diſpoſed ſoule to his mercy, will it pleafe you to 
hauec your body buriedin our Conuent © Whercro Malter Chappelet an- 
[wered , I thanke you Father for your ga0d motton, and forry thould I 
be, if my friends did bury me any where el{e, becauſe you haue promiſed 
to pray to God form? z and b:tide, Lhauealwaycs carried a religious de- 
uorion to your Order. Wherefore, I beſeech you, ſo ſoone as yonare 
come home to your Conucne, preuaileſo much by your good meanes,; 
that the holy Euchariſt, conſecrated this -moraing on your high Altar; 
may be brought vato me : for although I confefle my ſclfe viterly vnwors 
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thy, yet 1 purpolc (by your rcuerend permiſſion ) to receive it, asalſo 


yourholy and lateſt vation, ro this ende, that hauing lived a greeuous 


ſinner, I may yet (at thelaſt) die a Chriſtian, Theſe words were pleaſing 
tothe goodolde man,and he cauſed every thing to be performed, accor- 
ding as Maſtcr Chappetet had requeſted. | 

The two Brethren, who much doubred the diſſembling of Chappeter, 
being both in a ſmall partition, which ſunderedthe ſicke mans Chamber 
from theirs, heard and vnderſtood the paſſage of all, betweene him and 
the ghoſtly Father, being many times ſcarcely able torefraine trom laugh- 
ter,at the fraudulent courſe of his confeſſion, And often they ſaid with- 
in the:nſelues ( what manner of man is this, whom neithcr age, ſickeneſſe, 
nor terror of death ſo ncere approaching, and ſenfible to his owne ſoule, 
nor that which is much morc, God, betore whoſe judgement he knowes 
not how ſoone he ſhall appeare, or elſe be ſent to a more fearefull place; 
none of theſe can alter his wicked diſpotition, but that tie will needes die 
according as he hath liued ? Notwithſtanding, fecing he had ſo ordered 
the mattcr,that he had buriall freely allowed hum,they carcd for no more. 

After that Chappeler had receiued the Communion, and the other Ces» 
remonies appointed for him z weakeneſſe encreafing on him more and 
more, the very ſame day of his goodly confeſhon, he dicd {not long after) 
towards the cucning. Whereupon the two Brethren rooke order, that 
all needefull things thould be in a readinefſe, to haue him buricd honou- 
rably ; ſ:nding to acquaint the Fathers of the Convent therewith, that 
they might come to ſay their Yigiles, according to precedent cuſtome, 
and then on the morrow to fetch the body, The honeſt Friar that had 
confeſſed him, hearing he was dead, went to the Prior of the Conuent, 
and by ſound of the houſe Bell, cauſed all the Brethrcr;to aſſemble toge- 
ther, giving them ciedibly to vnderſtand,thzt Maſter Choppelet was a very 
holy man, as appeared by all the parts of his confeſſion, and made no 
coubt, but that many miracles would be wrought by his ſarified body, 
perlwading them to ferch it thither with all deuoute ſolemnity and reuc- 
rence: whererothe Prior, andall the credulous Brethren preſently con- 
diſcended very gladly. \ 

When night was come, they went alto viſitthe dead body of Maſter 
Cheppeles , wherethey vſed an eſpecialland folemne Yigil; and onthe 
morrow, apparclicd in their richeſt Coapes and Veſtiments, with bookes 
in their hands, andthe Croſſe borne before them, ſinging in the forme 
of a very deuoute proceſſion , they broughtthe body pompcouſly into 
their Church,accompaniecd with ail the people of the Towne, both men 
and women, The Father Confeffor, aſcending vp into the Pulpir, prea- 
ched wonderfull rhings of him, and the rare holineſſ: of his life;his laſtcs, 
mr virginity, implicit, Innocency, and true ſanctity , recounting allo 
(among other clpeciall obſcruations ) what Chappelet had confeſſed, as 
this moſt preat and greeuous finne , and how hardly he could be pertwa- 
dec,that God would grant him pardon for It, Whereby hetooke occaſion 
to reproue the peoplethen preſent, laying ; And you(accurſed of God)fot 
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veric icaſt and rrifling matter hapniog, will nor ſpare to blaſpncme God, 
bis bleſſed Mother, and the whole Court of heavenly Paradiſe : Oh,rake 
example by this ſingular man, this Saint-hketman, nay, a very S.int in- 
decde, 2-6 

Many additions more he made, concernivg his faichfulneſſe,rrith,and 
integrity ; ſo that, by the vehement aſſeveracion of his words( whercto 21l 
the people there preſenr gaue credible b:Iceſe) heproucked them vnto 
{uch zcalc and carncſt devotion , that the Sermon was no ſooner ended, 
but (ia mighty crowds and throngs} they pret{cd about the Biere, kifſing 
his bands and fecte, and all the'gartnents abouthim weretorne in pt eces, 
as precious Reliques of fo holy- a perſon, and happy they thought them- 
ſclues, thar couldget the {malleſt pcece or ſhred of any thing that came 
ncere to his body:and thus they continucd all the day,the body lying fiill 
open,to be vilited in this manner, 

When night was come, they buried him ina goodly Marble tombe; 
ercted ina faire Chappell purpolelyz and for many doycs after follow. 
ing, it was molt ſtrange ro ſee, how the p: ople of the Country came thi- 
thcr on heapes,with holy Candles ar.d other” offerings, with I:nages of 
waze faſtcencd to the Tombe, in ſ1gnc of Sacted and fol-mne, Vowes, to 
this new created Saint. And fo farre was ſpread the fame and renowne 
of his ſanRity, devotion, and integrity of hte, maintaincd conſtantly by 
the Fathers ofthe Conuent; that it ary one tell ficke in neede, diltiefle, 
or aduerlity, they would make their Yowestono' other Saint but him : 
naming him (as yerto this day they do) Saint Chappelet, afhiming vpon 
thcir Oathes, that infinite miracles were there Caily performed by him, 
and eſpecially on ſuch, as came in deuorion to vilit his ſhrine. 

In this manner liued and died Maſter Chappelet du Prat, who beforc he 
became a Saint, was as you haue heard : and | will not diny it to be im- 

offible, but that he may bee at reſt among orner bleſlgd bodies. For al. 
thovgh he liucd Iewdly and wickedly ,ycrſuch might bThis contrition in 
the lateſt extreamity, that (queſtionleſle) he might inde mercie. Bur, 
becauſe ſuch things remaine vaknowne to vs, and ſp:aking by outward 
2ppearancec, vulgar iudgement will cenſure otherwite of him, and thinke 
him to be rather in perdition,thcn in ſo bleſſed a place as Paradice, Bur 
referring that to the Omnipotents appointment, whoſe clemencic hath 
alwayes becne fo grcatto vs,that he regards not our errors, bur the in» 
tegrity of our Faith, making (by meancs of our continual] Mcdiator) of 
an open enemy, a conuerted ſonne and ſeruant, Andas I began in his 
pame, ſo will I conclude,dcfiring thac it may cuermore be had induc re- 
uerence, and refcrrewe our (clues thereto in all our neceflities, with this 
ſetled aflurance,that he is alwayes ready to heare vs, And lo ſhe ceaſed. 
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Abraham a Iew, being admoniſhed or aduiſed by a friend of his, named Tehan- 
pot de Cheujony, trauailed from Paris unto kome : Ana beholding there 
the wicked behauionr of men in the Church, returned backe to Paris again, 
where yct (newertheleſt) he became a Chriſtian, 

The Second Nouell. | 

Wherein is contained andexpreſſed, the liberality and gavaneſſe of God,exten» 
ded to the Chriitian Faith, 


The Firſt Day, 


H E Nouell recited by Pamphilus , was highly pleaſing to the com- 
pany, and muchcommended by the Ladies : andaftcr it had beene 
diligently obſcrucd among them, the Queene commanded Madam Nez- 
phila (who was ſcated neercſt to Pamphilus) that, in relating another of 
hzrs, ſhe ſhould follow on in the paſtime thus begun. She bcing no lefle 
gracious incountenance, then merrily diſpoſed ; made anſwere, that ſhee 


would obcy hcr charge,and began in this manner, 
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Pamphilu-hath declarcdto vs, by his Tale, how the goodneſle of God 


| regardeth notour errors, when they proceede from things which wee 


cannot diſcc | | 
ccrne. And Iintend to approoue by min”, what argumentof 


intallibletruth, the ſame benignity deliuercth of it ſelfe, b | 

| 'd » by enduring pa- 
_ y the faults of they, that (both in word and worke) ould Ee 
vntaigned teſtimony of ſuch gracious goodneſle, and not to liue ſo dif. 


ſolutely as they doe, T6the end, that orhe $ illumi "a 
life,may belceue withthe ſtronger br aongs x45 "_hy Mts. aid 


AST hauc heerctofore heard (Gracious Ladi 
| ctOro -a01es) there liued a wealth 
Marchant in Paris, being a M ercer,or ſeller of Silkes, named 1channot l 
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Cheaieny, a man of faithful, honeſt, and vpright dealing; who held grear. ' 


affection and friendſhip with a very rich Iew, named Abraharn, that was 
a Mcrchant alſo,and a man of vet y dire conuerfation.Jehannert well no- 
ting the honeſty and loyall dealing of this [ew, began to haue a Religi- 
ous kinde of compaſſion in his ſoule, much pittying that a man ſo good 
in behauiour; ſo wiſe and diſcreete in all his ations, ſhould be in danger 
of perdition thorow want of Faith, In which regard,louingly he began 
to intreate him,that he would leaue the errors of his lewilh beleete, and 
follow the truth of Chriſtianity, which hecuidently ſaw (as being good 
and holy) daily to proſper and enlarge it ſelfe, whereas on the contrary, 
his protefſion decreafed, and grew ro nothing. 

The lew made anſwer, that he belceued nothing to be ſo good and ho- 
ly, as the Iewiſh Religion, and hauing beene borne therein,therein alſo 
he pirpoſed to liue and dye, no matter whatſocuer being able to remoue 
him from that reſolution. For 3] this ſtiffe deniall, earner would not 
ſo giue him ouer z but purſued him ſti]! day by day, reitterating continu- 
ally his former ſp:eches ro him : deliu:ring infinite excellentand preg- 
nant reaſons, that Merchants themſclues were not ignorant, how faric 
the Chriſtian faith excelled the Jewith faiſhoods. And albeit the Jew 
was a very learned man in his owne Law, yetnotwithſtanding the intire 
amiry he bare to /chaznet, or (perhaps)his words fortified by the bleed 
Spirit, were ſo prevailant with him,that the Iew felt a pleating apprehen- 
fion inthem, though as yet his ovſtinacic ſtoode farre off trom Conuer- 
fion, Bur as hethus continued ſtrong in opinion, ſo /eharror leftte not 
hourely to labour him : inſomuch, that the Iew being conquered by 
ſuch earneſt and contiauall importunity, one day ſpake to /charner, ſay- 
ing. 
My worthy friend /cha»net, thou art extremely defirous, that I ſhould 
conuert to Chriſtianitic, and I am well contented todoc it; onely ypon 
this condition : That firſt I wil tourney to Rome, tofee him whom thou 
ſayeſt, is Gods gcneral Vicar here on carth,and to conſider onthe courſe 
of his life and manners, and likewiſe of his Colledge of Cardinals. It be 
and they doe appcare ſuch mento mee, as thy ſpzechcs afthrme them to 
be, and thereby I may comprchend that thy Faith and Religion is berecr 
then mine, as with no meane paines thou endeuoureſt ro perſwade mee, 
I will becowe a Chriſtian as thou art : bur if I finde it otherwiſe, I will 
continue as [amalew, 

khannet hearing theſe words, became exceeding ſorrowfull, and ſayd 
within himfelfe , I haue loſt all the paines which Idid thinke robe well 
employed.as hoping to haue this man converted heere, For, ifhe go to 
the Court of Rome,and behold there the wickednes of the Pricſts liues, 
farewell all hope in me,of euer ſeeing him ro become a Chriſtian. Bur 
rather, were he already a Chriſtiao, wrhour all queſtion he would turne 
a Iew. And ſo going neerer to Abraharn, he ſaid. Alas my louing friend, 
why ſhouldſt thou yndertake ſucha tedious trauel, and ſo greara charge, 
asthy iourney'trom henceroRomewill coſtthee 2 C ne ms that ro'2 
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rich man (as thou art) trauaile by land or Sea is full of infinite dangers. 
Doeſt thou nor thinke,thar here are Religious men enow,who wil glad- 
ly beſtoiy Baptiſme vpon thee. T o mee thercfore it plainely appearerh, 
that ſuch a voyage isto no purpoſe, Ifthou ſtandeſt ypon any doubt or 
ſcruple, concerning the faith wheret01 wiſh thee; where canſt thou de- 
fire conference with greater DoRours, or men more learned in all re- 
ſpedts, then this famous Cittie doth affoord thee, ro reſoluethee inany 
queſtionable caſe ? Thou mult thinke, that the Prelates are ſuch there,as 
heere thou ſeeſt them to be, and yet they muſt needes be in much better 
condition at Rome, becauſe they are ncere to the principall Paſtor. And 
therefore, if thou wilt credit my counſell, reſerue this tourney to ſome 
time more conuenient, when the Jubilee of generall Pardon happeneth, 
and then (perchance) I will beare thee company,and go along with thee 
as in vowed Pilgrimage. | 

Whereto the ſew replyed : I beleeue chart that all which thou haſt 
ſaid, may be ſo. But, to wake ſhort with thee, I am fully determined (if 
thou wouldſt have me a Chriſtian, as thou inſtantly vrgeſt me to bee) ro 
pocthicher, for otherwiſe, I will continue as I am. Jchannor perceyuing 
his ſled purpoſe, ſaid : Goethen in Gods name. But perſwaded him- 
{elfe, that hee would neuer b:come a Chriſtian, after he had once ſcene 
the Court of Rome: neuerthelefſe, he counted his labour not altogither 
loſt, in regard he beſtowed ittoa good end,and honeſt intentions areto 
be commended. 

The Icy mounted on horſe-backe,and made no lingering in his iour- 
ney to Rome; where being arriued, he was very honourably enterrat- 
ned by other Iewes dwelling in Rome, And during the time of his abi- 
ding thcre(without reucaling toany one the reafon of his comming tht 
ther)yery hecdfully he obſerued the mancr of the Popes lite,of the Car- 
dinals Prelates,and all the Courtiers, And being a man very diſcreet and 
wdictous, hee apparantly pzrceiued, both by his owne eye, aud further 
information of triends ; that trom the highcſtro the loweſt(withour an 
reſtraint, remorſe of conſcience, {h:me, or feare of puniſkment) all fin- 
ncd in abhominable luxurie, and not naturally onely, ut in foule Sodo- 
mie, ſo that the credite of Strumpets and Boyes wasnot ſmall, and yer 
might be too eaſily obtayned. Moreouer, drunkards, belly-Gods, and 
ſervants of the paunch, more then of any thing elſe f{euen like brutiſh 
beaſts atrer their Juxury) were eucry where to be met withall. And vpon 
turther obſeruation, hee ſaw all men ſo couetous and greedic of Coyne, 
that cuery ah Wy: bought and folde for ready moncy, not onely the 
blood of men, but (in plaine termes) the faith of Chriſtians, yea, and 
matters of divineſt qualities, how,or to whomſocuer appertaining,were 
it for Sacrificcs or Benefices, whereof was made no mean merchandize, 
and more Brokers were there to be found (then in Paris arrending vpoht 
all Trades) of manifeſt Symonie, vnderthe nice name of Negotiation, 
and for gluttony, not ſuſtentation :cuen as if God had not knowne the 
l1gnification of vocables, nor the intentions of wicked htarts,but would 
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ſuffer himſelfeto bee deceiucd by the outward names of things,as wret- 
Theſe things, and many more (fitter for filence, then for-publication) 
were ſo deepely diſplcaling tothe lew, being a moſt ſober and modeſt 
man ; that he had ſoone ſcene enough, refoluing on his returne to Pare, 
which very ſpeedily he performed.\ And when {channot heard ofthis arti- 
u2ll, crediting much rather other newes from him; then eucr to ſee hjm 
2 conuerred Chriſtian ; he went to welcome him, and kindly they feaſted 
one another, After ſome few dayes vf' reſting ,; 7ehannor demanded of 
him; what he thought of our holy Father the Popeand his Cardinals,and 
oenerally of all the other Courniers 7 Whereto the lev readily anſwered: 
[tis ſtrange 1channer, that God ſhould giuethem ſo much as be dorh, For 
I will truely tellrhec, that if I had bcene able to conlidcr allthoſe things, 
which there I have both heard and feene : I could then have reſolued my 
{{Ife, neuer to have foundin any Prielt, either ſanRtity, deuotion, good 
worke, example of honeſt life, or any good thing clſe beſide. Bur if a 
man dcfire to ſee luxury, auarice, glatrony, andſuch wicked things, yea, 
worſe, it worſe may be, and held in generall cſtimation of all mea ; ler 
him but goe to Reme, which Ithinke rather to be the forge of damn#ble 
ations, then any way leaning tograce or goodneſle. And, for ought I 
could perceiue, methinkes your chiete Paſtour,and (conſequently) all the 
x: of his dependants, doe ſtriueſomuch as they may (with 21 their cn- 


 gincarteandendcuour ) to bringto nothing , or elſe ro baniſh quite out 


of the world, Chriſtian Religion,whereofthey ſhould be the ſupport and 
foundation. 

But becauſe I perceine, that their wicked intent will never come to 
paſſe, but contrariwiſe, that your faith. calargcth ir ſelfe, ſhining cucry 
day much more cleare and ſplendant-: I gather thereby cuidently, that 
the bleſſed Spirit is the true ground and defence thereof, - as being more 
true and holy then any orher.- In which reſpe&; whereas I ſtocd (tiffeand 
obſtinare againſt the good admonitions,' and neuer minded ro become a 
Chriſtian : now I frecly open my heart vnto thee ,- that. nothing in the 
world can or {hall hinder me, but] will be a Chriſtian, asthouart, Let 
vs therefore preſently goc to the. Church,and there (accordingto the true: 
cuſtome of your holy taiths )helpe me to be bag tized.- 

thannor, who expe&ed a farre contrary concluſion then this, hearing 


him ſpcake it with ſuch conſtancy; was the very gladdeſt: wan in the 


worla, and went with him to the Church of Noſtre Dame in Pars,whete: 
he requeſted the Prieſts Here abiding, to beſtow: baptiſme on Abraham, 


which they ioyfully did, 


was his Godfather, and named him4obn, and afterward, by learned Diz 
ulnes he was morefully. inſtruRted inthe grounds of our faith; wherein he: 
gtew of great ynderſtanding,and led a very vertyous life. | 


ped 3h | bs Oar, 
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caring him fo carneſtly eo delire'it,' Jehannor! 
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Melchiſedech a lew, by recountirg 4 Tale of three Rin25, to the great Soldawn, 
waned Saladine,prenented a great danger which was prepared for him. 
The third Nouell. 
whereby the Author, approning the Chriſtian Faith, ſeweth, how Leneficial 
4 ſodaine and ingemorus anſwere may fall out t0 bee, eſpecially when a man 
finds himſclfe in ſome eniaent danper. 


Adame Neiphila bauing ended her Diſcourſe, which was well allow- 
ed of by all the company it pleaſed theQueene, that Madam 2/40. 
mexa ſhould next ſucceede in order, who thus began, 
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cumſpect, inan{wering to divers queſtions and demands, then 


otherwiſe you would be, | Conlig 


cxcet {cnſe and good vnderſtanding, hath definered many out of in] i 
2 art! 
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on, I will declare varo you in very tew words,and make it good according 
to my promiſe. -, r bas -, ” ; barn 1 tO 
Saladime, was a man ſo powerfpll and valiant, asnot onely his very v4- 
lour madc him Soldan ot Babylon, and alſo gaue him many ſignall'vi- 
Qories, outer Kings of the Sarrazens,andof Chriſtians likewiſe. Having 
in divers VVarres,and other magnificent emplo $,of his owne, w4- 
ſed all histreaſure, and (by reaſon' of fome ſadaine accident happening 
co him ) ſtanding in ticede to vic ſome great furnme of money , yer "nor 
readily knowing where, or how toprocurex ;/ he remetmbred a rich ew 
named Melchifedech, that lent ourmoney to vitor intereſt inthe City of 
CA'exeandria, This man he imagined beſt able roturniſh him, if he covld 
be won to do it willingly : . but he wasknowneto be ſogripple and miſe- 
rable, that bardly any mcanes would drawehimto it. 1h the end/t6n- 
ſtrained by neccfiity, andlabouring his wits forſome aprdeuice whitasy 
he might hauc it : he concluded,though hee might not compel] him to 
do it, yetby a praQti;eſhadowed with good reaſonro enſnarchim. And 
bauing ſent for him, enternzined him very familtarly in his Court,ahd fit- 
ting downe by him, thus began, FROM 
Honeſt man, I haue often heard it reported by many, thatthou art ve+ 
ry $kilfull, and incaſcs concerning God, thou goeſt beyond all orh+r' of 
theſe times ; wherefore, I wouldgladly bee informed by thee, which of 
thoſe three Lawes or Religions, thoutakeſt to, be trueſt ; thar of the Tew, 
the oher of the Sarazen, orthat ofthe \@hriſtian'? The Iew, being 4 ve= 
ry wiſc man,plainely percciued; that $a/adine ſought to entrap him in his 
- anſwere, andſo to raite ſomequarrellagainſt hini;” For, if hecommended 
any one of thoſe Lawes aboue the other, he knew that Sxladbnt had wha 
he aymed at. Wherefore, bethinking himſelfero ſhapeſuch an anſwere; 
as might no way trouble or entangle him : ſummoning alt his {ences to 
gerher,and conſidering, that dallyzewicththe Soldane mightredoutid ta 


his no megane danger, thus he replicd,, 0099 

My Lord, the queſtion propoutded by yougsfaire arid worthy, and td 
anſwere my, opinion truely thereof,dothineceſſarity require fome time of 
conlideration,if it might ſtand with your likingeo allow "tt 'bvr if hott 
me firſt meke entrance tomy reply, with aprettytilegandWwellworth 
hearing. Ihaveoftcnticacs heard ie reported, that(long (ite) there Wt 
a very. wealrby aan, whotnaty <br precious Igwels offiis owne) id 
a goodly Ring of great valew 4 tlic beavty and/ eſtimation whercof,made 
himearncſtly deſirous to leaue ir asa-perpreeualimemory and honour to 
his ſucceſſors, Whereupon, he willed'and ordained, that he among his 
male children, with whom this Ring (being left by the Father) ſhould be 
found in cuſtody after his death; hee and none other,was to bee reputed 
his hcire, and to be honoured and rencrenced byall the reſt, as being the 
prime and worthieſt perſon, That Sonne,to whom this Ring was left by 
him,kept the ſame courſe to his poſterity, dealing ( in all reſpects) as his 
predeceſſor had done, ſothat(in ſhort time)the Ring(trom hand to hand) 
had many owners by Legacie. 
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Tenerh, came tothe hand of one, who bad three ſonnes, all of 
he m_— and vertuous perſons, and veric obcdientto their Father : 
in which regard, he aff-ed them all equally, without any difference or 
partial] reſpe&t. The cuſtom. ofthis Ring being knowne to them, cach 
one of them (coucting to beare eſtcemeaboue the other) deſired (as hee 
could beſt make his meancs)his Father,that in regard he was now growhe 
very 01d, he would leaue that Ring to him , whereby he ſhould bee ac- 
knowledged for his heire. The good man, who loued no one of them 
morethenthe other, knew not how to mcke hischoiſc, norto which of 
themhe ſhould leauerhe Ring : yer having paſt his promiſe to rhem e- 
ucrally, he ſtudied by what meanes to farisfie them all three, Wherefore, 
ſecretly hauing conferred with a curious and excellent Goldſmirh , hee 
cauſed two other Rings to bee made, fſoreally reſembling the firſt made 
Ring,that himſelfe (when he had them in his hand) could nor diſtioguith 
which was the right one, | 

Lying vpon tus death-bed, 2nd his Sonnes then plying him by their 
beſt opportunities, he gaue to cach of them a Ring. And they (aftcr his 
de.thypreſuming ſeuerally vpon their right tothe inheritance and honor; 
grew t0 great contradiction and ſquare : each man producing then his 
Rin2, which were fo truely allalike in reſemblance, as no one could know 
the right Rivg fromthe other. And therefore, ſuite in Law,to diſtingwſh 
the true hcire to his Father, continued long time, and ſo it dooth yer to 
this vcry day.  Inlike manner. my good Lord, concerning thoſe three 
Lawcs giucn by God the Father, ro-three ſuch peopleas you haue pros 
pounded ; each of them do imaginethatthey havethe heritage of God, 
and his true Law , and alſo ducly to performe his Commaneements , 
but which of them doſo indeede,the queſtion (as of the three Rings) is 
y<r rcmalning. | 11.51.50 

Salaazne well perceyuing, that the Iew-was too cunning to bee caught 
in his ſnare, and hadanſwered fo well; 'that ro doe him further violence, 
wauld redound yato his: perperuall dithonour ; reſolved to reucale his 
neede and cxtremity, and try it hee would therein friendly ſted him. Ha, 
uing dilclolcdthe watter,and how he purpoſedto haue dealt with him; 
ithe had not-returned ſo wiſe an anfwere;the Iew lent him ſogreat a ſutn' 
ot money as kee demanded, and Salaarae repayrd iragaine to him iuſtly,, 
giving him other great gitts beſide : reſpeRting him as his eſpecial fri-nd,; 

and maintaining him in vety honourable condition, | 27 
br ,Qctre _ his owne per- | 
” 2Nii n. | 
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A Monke hauing committed an offence, deſeruing to be very greewouſly pumtir * 
ſhed, freed himfelfe from the parte to: bc inflicted op him, by wattily repe- 
hending bis Abbit, with the very ſame fault. < 
The Fourth Nonell.. | 
wherein may bet noted, that ſuch men as will reprage thoſe erragrs in others, 
which remazne in themſelues, commonly are the 414 hors of their owe re- 


preher ſton, 


O ceaſed Madame Philomena, after the conclufion of ter Taic-: when 

Dienews fitting next vnto her, (without tarrying torany other CcomM- 
mand fromthe Queene. knowing by the order formerly begin, that hee 
was to follow in the ſame courſe) ſpake im this manner. 


Gracious Ladies, if I faile not in vaderſtanding your gencrall inten- 
tion, we are purpoſely aſſembledheere rotell Tales; and cfpecially ſuch 
-as may pleaſe our ſelues. In which reſpe@,becauſe nothing ſhold be done 
diſorderly, I hold it lawfull for every one(as cur Queenc decreed before 
herDignity)to relate ſuch a Nouckie, as'in their-owne judgement may 

cauſe moſt contentment. Wherefore hauing heard that by the good ad- 
monitions of 7ehannot de Chenigny, Abreham che levy was aduifed to the 
ſaluarion of his ſoule, and Melch:edech (by hiswitty vnderſtanding) de- 
fended his riches from the traines of Saladrme's now purpole totell you 
in a few plaine words, without feare of receiving/any reprehenſion, how 
-cunningly-a Monke compaſſed hisdeliuerance;/from a puniſhment in- 
tended towards him,” - 5 GH DH IT ORG 7 
There was in the Country of Lunigiana (which 5 riot fab diſtanr From 
our owne)a Monaſtery, which ſoratme was'burter/firniſhed with 
_ Uneſle 
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inefſe and Religion, then now adaycs they are : whereinliued {among 
Joon other) a ror Nouſre Monke,whoſc hor andluſty diſpoſition(bc- 
ing in the vigour of his yeeres)was ſuch, asneither Faſts nor prayers had 
any great power over him.It chancedon a faſting day about high noon, 
when all the other Monkes were aſleep in their Dormitaries or Dorters, 
this frolicke Friar was walking alone intheir Church, which ſtoode in a 
very ſolitaric place, where ruminating on many matrers by himlelte,hee 
elpyed a prettic handſome Wench(ſome Husbandmans daughter in the 
Countrey, that had becne gathering rootes and heat bes in the field)vp- 
pon her knees before an Altar; whom he had no ſooner ſcene, but im- 
mediatcly hee felteffeminate remptations, and ſuch as ill firted with his 
profeſſion, : 

Laſciuious defire, and no religious devotion, made him draw neere 
her, and whether ynderfhrift(the onely cloake to compaſle carnal afte- 
ions) or ſome otheras cloſe conference to as pernitiovs and vile a pur» 

of”. I know not : bur ſo farre he prevailed ypon her frailery, and ſucha . 
La. paſſed berweene them, that from the Church, he wonne her to 
his Chamber, before any perſon could perceiue it. Now, while this yor 
luſty Monke (tranſported with ouer-fond aff:Qtion)) was more carelcile 
of his dalliance, then he ſhould haue bene: the Lord Abbor being new- 
ly ariſen from ſleepe,and walking ſoftly about the Cloyſter,came to the 
Monkes Dorter doore, where hearing what noyſe was made betweene 
them, and a feminine voyce more ſtrange then hee was wont to heare ; 
he layed his earccloſe to the Chamber doote;and plainly perceiued that 
a woman was within, VVherewith being much moued, he intended ſo- 
dainly ro make him open the doore; but {vpon better confideration) hee 
conceyued it farre more fittingfor him, to returne backe to his owne 
Chamber,and tarry till the Monke ſhould come forth. 

The Monke,though his delightwith the Damoſell was extraordinary, 
yet feare and ſutpition followed vpott it; for, in the yery height of all his 
wantonndfe, he heard a ſofttreadingabout the doore. And prying tho- 
row a ſinall creuice inthe ſame dore, percciued apparantly, that the Ab- 
bot himfeite ſtood liſtening there,and could not be ignorant but that the 
Maide was with him in the Chamber, Asafter pleaſureenſurth Paine, 
forthe yeniall Monke knew well enough (though wanton heate Gould 
not let him heede it before)that moſt greeuous puniſhment muſt bee in- 
flited on him, which made him ſad beyond all meaſure : Neucrthelclle, 
without diſcloſing his diſmay to the yong Maiden, he began toconſider 
wi:h lumfeite on many meanes,whereby to find out one that might beſt 
fit his turne, And ſuddenly conceited an apt ftratagem, which ſorted ro 
ſuch effec as he would haue it; whereupon, ſeeming ſatisfied for that ſea- 
ſon, he tolderthe Damoſell, that (being carefull of her credit) as hee had 
brought her in vnſecne of any, ſo he would free her from thence againe, 
dcfiring her toratriethere (withour making any noyſe at all) yntill ſach 
time as hexeurned to her, En] | 

Going forth of the chamber,and locking it faſt with the key, hc wer 

| direty 
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directly to the Lord Abbots lodging, and dcliucring him the ſajde key(as 
cuery Monke vicd to doe the like, when he wentabroade out of the Con- 
ucnt) {ctting a good countenance on the matter, boldly ſaide ; My Lord, 
I hauc not yer brought in all my part of the wood, ' which lieth ready cur 
downc in the Forreli ; and hauing now conuenient time to doe it, it you 
pleaſe to give me leaue, ] will goe and fetch ir, The Abbot perſwading 
l:;mſ{clfe , that he had not beene dilcoucred by the Monke, and tobe rc- 
ſolucd more aſluredly in the offence committed ; being not alittle iocund 
of ſo happy an accident, gladly tooke the key and paue him leaue to fetch 
the wood. 

No ſooncr was he gone,butthe Abbot beganne to conſider with him- 
{-]te,whar he were b<it to doe in this caſc,cither{in the preſence ot all rhe 
cther Monkcs) to open the Chamber doore, that ſo the offence being 
knywne to them all, they might haue ao occafion of murwuring againſt 
him,when he proccedcd jnthe Monkes puniſhment; or rathet ſhould fiſt 
vadciſtand of the Damoſcl] her {c]fe, how, and in what manner (hee was 
brought thicher, Furthermore, he conlidered, that ſhee might bc a wo- 
man of reſpet, or ſome ſuch mans davghter, as would not t-ke it rvel}, 
to haue her diſgraced before all the Monkes. Wherefore hee concluded, 
firſt roſce {himſclfe) what thee was, and chen(afterward co reſolue vpon 
thercſt, So going very lotily tothe Chamber, and cntring in, lacked the 
doorec faſt withthe key, when the poore Damolcll thinking it had beene 
the gallant young Monke ; but finding it to be the Lord Abbor, ſhee fell 
on her knees weeping, as fearing now to xecciue publike ſhame, by being 
betrayed in this vakinade manner, 

My Lord Abbot looking demurely on the Maide, and perceiving her 
to be faire, feate, and loucly ; felt immediatcly (alrhough he was oldc)no 
Iefſe ſpurring on to flcthly defices, then the young Monke before had 
done ; whereupon he beganne to conterre thus privately with himſelte. 
Why ſhould I not tzke pleaſure , when I may freelyc-have it ? Cares and 
molcſtations I cadure cucry day, but fildome hind fi:ch delights prepared 
for me. This is a delicate lweete young Pamoſell, and here is no cyc that 

 candiſcouer me. IfI canenduce her to doe as | would haue her, I know 
no reaſon why I ſhould gaine-ſay it, No man can know it, or any tongue 
blaze it abroade; and finne ſo concealed,is halfe pardoned, Such a taire 
forcune as this is,pcrhaps hercafecr will acuer betall me; and therefore I 
hold it wiſcdome, to take ſuch a benefit when a man may cnioy it. 

Vpon this immodeſt meditation, and his purpoſe'quite altered which 
hecame for; he weat neerer to her, and very kindly began to comfort her, 
deſiring herto forbeare weeping : and (by further infiovating ſpeeches ) 
acquainted her with his amorous intention, The Maide, who was made 
gcither of yron nor diamond, and ſeeking to preyent one ſhame by ano- 
ther, was caſily wonne to the Abbots will,which cauſed him to erabrace 
and kiſle her otten, 

Ourluſty young nouice Monke, whom the Abbot imagined te bee 
gone for wood , had hid himſcltc aloft vpon the roote of the wm 
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where, when he ſaw the Abbot enter alone into the Chamber, he loſt a 
great part of his former feare , p:omiſing to himſelte a kinde of perſwa- 
ſion, that ſomewhat would enſue to his better comfort ; but when he be- 
held him lockt into the Chamber, then his hope grew to vndoubred cer- 
rainty. Alittle chincke or creuice fauoured him, whereat he could both 
hearc and ſee, whatſocuer was done or ſpoken by them : ſo, whenthe Ab. . 
bot thought hee had ſtaide Jong enough with the Damolell, Icauing her 
ſtill there, and locking the doore faſt againe, hee returned thence to his 
owne Chamber. 

Within ſome ſhort while after, the Abbot knowing the Monke to be 
in the Conucnt,and ſuppoſing him to belately returned with the wood , 
determined to reproue him ſharpely, and to haue him cloſely impriſoned, 
that the Damoſ-ll might remaine ſole to himſelfe. And cauling him to 
be called preſently betorc him, with a very ſtearneand angry countenance, 
giving him many harſh and bittcr ſpeeches,commandee,thar he ſhould be 
clapr inpriſon. 

The Monke very readily anſwered, faying. My good Lord, haue nor 
yet buene ſolong in the Order of Saint Peredrdt,ast lend all the partt- 
cularities thereto br longing. And beſide Sir , you neuer ih: wed mce or 
any of my Brethren, in what manner we young Monkes ought to vie wo- 
men, as you hauc otherwiſe done for o:1r cuſtome ot prayer andftaſting, 
Bur ſecing you haue fo lately therein inſtructed mee, and by your owne 
examplic how to doe it : I hcere lolemnely promiſe you,jit you pleale to 
pard>n me butthis one error, I will ncucr faile therein 2g:ine, but dayly 
follow wha: I hauc ſeene you doc. 

The Abdor, beinga man of quicke apprehenſion, percejued inſtantly 
by this anſwere ; that the Monke not onely knew as much as he did, bur 
alſo had ſcene (what was intended) that hec ſhould not, Whetetore, 
finding himfclteto be as faulty as the Monke, and that hee could nor 
{hame him, bur worthily had deſerucd as much himſelfc ; pard« ning him, 
and impoſing Nilence on cithers offence: they conuayed th: poorc abuſed 


Damoſel! torth of their doores, (he purpoling(neucr atter) to tranſprefle 
inthe like manner, 


The Lad'y Marqueſſe of Montferrat , with a Banquet of Hernes,and diuers 
orher gracious ſpeeches beſide,vepreſſed the fond love of the King of France. 

— The fift NouelI. 
Peclaring that wiſe and wertnous Ladies,ought to hold their chaſlitie in mare 


eſteeme,then the preatne(ſe and treaſures of Princes : and that a diſerecte 
Lord (hould not offer modeſtie viclence. | 


HE Tale reported by Djonews, at the firſt hearing of the 
Ladies, began to relliſh of ſome immodeſtie, as the baſh- 
full blood mounting vp into their faces,deliuered by appa- 
rantteſtimonie. And beholding one anothet with ſcarſe- 
pleaſing lookes,during allthe time it wasin diſcourſing, no 


{ooner 


An a RI ff Y Me & ol) 2. Fam 


gonerned by «MM; dan Pampmea. 119 


ſooner had he concluded : bur witha few milde and gentle ſpeeches, 
they gaue him a modeſt reprebenſion,and meaning to let him know that 
ſuch tales ought not to be zolde among women. Afterward,the Queene 
commaunded Madam Fiammetta, (fitting on a banke of flowers betore 
her)to take her rurne as next in order; and the,ſmiling with tuch a virgin 
bluſh,as very beautifully became her,began inthis manner. 


It isno little ioy to mee; that we vnderſtand fo well/by the diſcourſes 
already paſt) what power confiſterh in rhe deliuery of wilc and readic an- 
ſweres ; And becaule ir is a grear part of ſence anc! iudgement in men, to 
affe&t women of greatet birth and quality then th: mſclues, as alſo an ad- 
mirable fore-f1ght in women, to keeper off from being furprizcd in loue, 
by Lords going beyond them in degree : a marrer offerctti t ſelfe tomy 
memory, well deſeruing my ſpeech and your atrcntton, how a Gentic- 
woman (both in word anddecde)ſhould defend her honor in that kind, 
when importunity laboureth to betray it. 

The Marqueflſe of Montferrat was a worthy and valiant Knight, who 
being Captaine Generall for the Church, the neceſſary ſeruice required 
his company on the Seas, in agoodly Army of the Chriſtians againſt rhe 
Turkes. Vpon a day,in the Court of King Phz{;p,ſt-named th* one-cyed 
King (who likewiſe made preparation tn France, for a royall aſſiſtance to 
that expedition) as many ſpeeches weredeliercd, concerning the va- 
lour and manhoode of this Marquefe : it fortuned, that a Knight vyas 
then prefent, who knew him very familiarly, and he gaue an addirionto 
the former commendation, that the whole world contained not a more 
_—_ couple in marriage,then the Marqueſle & his Lady.For,as among 
all knights, the Marquefſe could hardly be paraleld for Armes and Ho- 
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nour ; even ſo his wife, in compariſon of all other Ladies, was ſcaccly 
matchable for beauty and vertue. Which words were ſo weighty in the 
apprehenfion of King Phz{p, that ſodainly (having as yet never ſeen her) 
he began to afte& her very earneſtly, concluding to embarke himſeltc at 
Gennes or Gtnoua, there to ſet forward on the intended voyage, & iour- 
nying thither by land, hee would ſhape ſome honeſt excule to {ce the 
Lady Marqueſſe, whoſc Lord being then from home, opinion perſwa- 
ded him ouer fondly, that he ſhould cafily obtainethe iſſue bf his amo- 
rous defire, | 

When hee was come withina dayes iourney, wherethe Ladie Mar- 
queſſethen lay; he ſent her word that ſhe ſhould expect his company on 
the morrowat dinner. The Lady, bring ſingularly wiſe and judicious, 
anſwered the Meſſenger, that ſhe reputed the Kings comming to her, as 
an extraordinary gracc and fauour, and that he ſhould bee moſt heartily 
welcome. Afterward, entring into further conſideration with her lclfe, 
wha the King might meane by his priuate viſitation, knowiog her Hul- 
band to br from home, and it to bee no meane barre to his apter enter- 
tzinement :at laſt the diſcreetly conceited(and therin was not deceiued) 
that babling report of her beauty and perfeCtions, might thus occaſion 
the Kings comming thither, his iourney lying elſe a quite contrary way. 
Notwithſtanding, being a Princely Lady,& fo loyala wifeas euer lived 
ſhee intended to giue him her beſt enterrainement : ſummoning the 
chicteſt Gentl-men inthe Country together, to take due order (by their 
aduicc) for giving the King a gracious Welcome. Bur concerning the 
dinner, and diet tor {cruice ©o his Table,that remained onely at her own 
diſpoſing. © 

Sending preſently broad, and buying all the Hennes that the Coun- 
try aftyorded, thee commaunded her Cookes, that oncly of them (with- 
out any other prouiſton belide) they ſhould prepare all the ſcruices that 
they could deuiſe, On the morrow, the King came according to his pro- 
miſc, and was moſt honourably welcomed by the Lady, who {cemed in 
tus eye(far beyond the Knights {pceches of her)the taireſt creature that 
cuer he had ſcenc before , whercar ke meruailed not a little,extolling her 
pertections to be peereleſle, which much the more enfl.med his affeRi- 


ons, and (almoſt) mace his deſires impatient. The King beeing with- 


drawne into ſuch Charabers, as orderly were prepared forhim, and as 
beſcemed lo greata Prince : the houre of dinner drawing on, the King 
and the Lady Marqueſflc were ſeatcd at one Table, and his attendants 
placed at other tables,anſwerableto their degrees of honour, 

Plenty of diſhes being ſerued in, and the rareſt Wines thatthe.Coun- 
trey yecld d, the King had more mindeto the faire Lady Marques,then 
any mcatethar ſtood on the Table. Neuertheleſle, vbſcruing each ſer- 
wce after other,and thatall the Viands (though variouſly cooked, and in 
divers kindes) were nothing elſe but Hennes onely, he bu gan to wonder; 
and 'o much the rather,becauſc he knew the Country to be of ſuch qua- 
lity,that it affordcd all plenty both of Fowles and Veniſon : belide,after 
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the time of his comming was heard , they had reſpite enough, both tor 
hawking and hunting; and therefore ic encreaſed his maruell the more, 
that nothing was prouided for him,but Hennes onely : wherein to be the 
better reſolued, turning a merry countenance tothe Lady, thus he ſpake. 
Madam, are Hennes oncly bred in this Country, and no Cockes © The 
Lady Marqueſſc, very well vnderſtancing his demand, which hired her 
with an apt opportunity , to thwart his idle hope, and defend her owne 
honour, boldly returned the King this anſwere, Not ſo my Lord, but wo- 
menand wiues, howlocuer they difterin garments and graces one from 
another ; yer notwithſtanding, they are all hecre asthey bee in other 
places. | 

When the King heard this reply, he knew well enough the occaſion of 
his Henne dinner, as alfo , what vertue lay couched vnder her an{were ; 
perceiuing apparantly, that wanton words would proue but in vaine, and 
{uch a woman was not cafily to be ſeduced ; wherefore, as hee grew ena- 
mored on her inconfidcrately , ſo he foundit beſt ftting for his honour, 
ro quench this heate with wiſcdome diſcreetly. And fo, without any 
more words, or turther hope of ſpecding in fo vnkingly a purpoſe, dinner . 
being ended, by a ſudden departing, he ſmoothly ſhadowed the cauſe of 
his comming, and thanking her forthe honour {hee had done him, com- 
mended her to het chaſte diſpoſition, and poſted away with ipcede to 
Gennes, ps oft 6 


An honeſt plaine meaning man, (ſimply and conſeionably) reprehended the ma- 
lionity hypocriſie, and miſdemeanour of many Ketigtous per ſons. 
The {txt Novell. 
Declaring, that in few, diſcrete, and wellplaced words, the courred craft of 
Church-men may bee inſtly reproued, and their hypocriſie honeſtly d:ſco« 
uered, | 


MA Emilia litting next tothe gentle Lady Fiammerta.perceiuing 
che modeſt chaſtiſement, which the vertuous Lady Marqueſlz had 
given tothe King of France, was generally graced by the whole Aﬀſem- 
bly ; began (after the Queene had thereto appoinred her) in theſe words. 
Nor will I concealethe delerucd reprehen(ion, which an honeſt (imple 
Iay-man, gauetoa couetous holy Father, in vcry few words; yer more to 
be commended, then derided. ty 
Not long fince (worthy Ladies) there dweltin our owne native City, 
a Friar Minor, an Inquiſttor after matters of Faith , who, although he la- 
boured greatly to ſceme aſanAtified man, andan carneſt aff:&ter of Chri- 
ſtianReligion, {as all ofthem appcare to be in outward ſhew;) yet he was 
4 much berter Inquiſitot after r $1 that had their purſes plentcouſly ſto. 
red with money, then of ſuch as were flenderly groundedin Faith, By 
which diligent continued care in him, he found out'a man, more rich in 
purſe, then rnderſtanding; and yet not ſo defeRtiue in matters of faith,1s 
miſguided by his owne fimple ſpeaking, and (perhaps) when his braine 
E 2 was 
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——Tc well warmed with wine, words fell more toolithly trom him, then 1n 
better iudgement they could haue done. 
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Beingon aday in company, (very little differing in quality from him 
| ſelfe ) he chanced to ſay; thar he had beene at ſuch good wine,as God 
| p himlclt. d1d neuer drinl.. better, W hich words (by ſome Sicophant then ” 
| In preſence) bing carticd to this curious Inquiliior, and he well know- - 
| ing, tat the mans faculties were great,and his bagges ſwolnc vp full with 
þ | no meane abundance : Cum gladys + ſuflibus ; With Booke, BcIl, and 
Candle, he ray{-d an hoaſt of «xccrations againſihim, and the Sumner 
cited him with a ſolemne Proceſle to appearc b*loie him, vnd:1ſtanding 
duthcicntly, that this courſe would ſooner fetch mon: y from him, thea 
amend any misvclicte in the manzfor no further reformation did he ſecke 
aſter. b 
| The man comming before him, hee demanded, if the accuſation inti- 
il 7 mated againſt him, was true or no 2 Whereto the honeſt man anſwered, 
8  thathe could not denie the ſpeaking of ſuch words, and declared in what 
| manner they were vttercd. Preſcntly the Inquiſitor, moſt dcuoutly addi- 
| Red to Sainr John with the golden beard, ſaide;What £ Doeſt thou make 
| our Lord a drinker,and a curious quatter of wines,as if he wereaglutton, 
| a belly god, or a Tauerne haunter,as thou, and other drunkards are. Being 
| jabs. d mk As wm ene thinkeſt this to'be bur alight matter, be- 
in thine owne © c plaj 
| it delerueth fire and fagoor. if 1 ur faanes | Fug ou oy PRC 
2got, proccede in Tuſtice to. inflict it on 
thee:with theſe,and other ſuch like threataing words,as alſo a very ſtearne 
f 7 he madethe man belceuc himlelfe to be an Epi- 
| | » anatnat hice denied the eternity of the ſoul ; Whcercby he fell into 
| 
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facha trembling feare,- as doubringindecde, leaſt he ſhould beburnedz; * 
that, to be more mercifully dealt withal,he rourided him intheeare,and. 
by ſecret meanes, ſoannointed his hands with Saint Zoh»s golden greaſe. 
(a verie {ingular remedie againſt the' Diſcaſe Peftilentiall;.in coverous; 
Prieſts, eſpecially Friars Minors, thatdare touch ho money) as the caſe. 
became very quickly altered. | nn end ln od | 

This ſoueraigne Vnttion was of ſuch vertue(though Galenſpeakes not. 
2 word thereof among all his cheefeſt Medicines) and fo farte prevailed, 
that the terrible threarhing words of fire and faggot; became incerly fro- 
zen vp, and gracious language blew a more gentle and calmerayre zthe 
Inquiſitor deliuering him an hallowed Crucifixe,creating him a Soldier 
of the Croſle (becauſe he had payed Crofles good ſtore tor it,) and euen 
as if he were to trauell vnder that Standard to the holy Land; fo did hee 
appoint him a home-paying pennance, namely, to vilit him thrice cucry 
weeke in his Chamber, and to annoint his hands with the ſelfe-ſame yel- 
low vnguent, and afterward, to heare Maſle of the holy Crofle, vititing 
him alſo at dinner timeywhich bring ended, todo nothing all the reſt ot 
the day. but according as he directed him, 

The ſimple man, yer not foftmple, but ſecing thatthis weekely gtca- 
zing the Inquiſttors hands, wou'd intime graſpe away all his gold,grew 
weary of this annointing, and b:gan toconlider with himſclfe, how to 
ſtay the courſc of this chargeable penanees.:Andtomming one morning 
(according to his iniun&tion) to heare Maſle, in the Go(pell he obſerued 
theſe words; Ton ſhall receiue an hundred for one, and ſo poſſefſe eternal life z 
which ſaying, he kept perfectly in his memory : and as he was comman: - 
ded, ar dinner time, he came to the Inquiſitor, finding him (among his 
fellowes) ſeatedar the Table, The Inquiſitor preſently demaundcd of 
him,whether hc had heard Maſle thatmoxning, ornqo? Yes Sir, replycd 
the man verily readily. Haſt thou heard any thing therein/{quoth the 
Inquifitor) whereof thou art doubtfull,or deſirſt to be furiher informed? 
Surely Sir, anſwered the plaine-meaning man, I make no doubt of any 
thing [ haue heard, butdo belecue allconſtantly : onely one thing trou- 
blcth me much, and maketh me very compaſſionate of you,g& of all theſe 
holy Fathers your brethren, perceiuing in what wofull and wretched c- 
ſtatc you will be, when youſhall come into ano:hcr world. What words 
are theſe, quoth the Inquiſitor ? And why art thou moued to ſuch com- 
paſſion of vs? O good Sir, ſatde the man, do you remember the word:s 
inthe Goſpell this morning, You ſhall recejue an hundred for one: Thar 
is _w_ true replycd the Inquifitor, but what mooueth thee to vrge thoſe 
words ?7 

I will tell you Sir,anſwered the plain fellow, ſo ir might pleaſe you not 
to be offended. Since the time of my reſorting hither, I haue daily ſcene 
many poore people at your doore, and (out of your abundance) when 
you 2nd your Brethren haue fed ſufficiently, cucry one hath had a good 
melle of Pottage : now Sir, if for every dilhfull giucn,youare ſure to re- 
cclue an hundred againe,you will all be meercly drowned in pottage. Al- 
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cloſed, yetrhteatning him with anor celſe | 
words of the Goſpel, he was content to diſmiſſehim for altogither,withs 
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out any more golden greafing in the hand. 


Bergamino; by telling a tale of a skilfull man, named Primaſſo, and of an Ab.- 
bot of Clugni; honeſtly checked a new kinde of Couctouſneſſe, in Mayſter 
Can dela Scala, | 

The Seuenth Nouel. 5.210 

Approutns, that it is much v1 filting for a Prince, or great perſon, to bee conc= 

tous; but rather to be liberall to all men, bs 


T: He courteous demeanor of Madam e/fm7#lia, and the quaintneſſe of 

her diſcourſe, cau'ed both the Queene,and the reſt of rhe company; 
tocommend the inuention of carrying the Crofle,and the golden oynr= 
ment app-*inted for pennance. Atterward, Phileſtratus, who was in or- 
der to {peake next, began in this manner, 


Iris commendable thing/faire Ladies)to hit a But that never ſtirreth 
Out of his place : bur it 15 a matter much more admirable, to ſee a thing 
ſuddainely appearing, and fildome or neucr frequented before,to bee as 
ſuddenly hit by an ordinary Archer. The vicious and pollured lives of 
Prieſts, yeeldeth mater of it ſelfe inmany things, deſeruing ſpeech and 
reprchenfion, as a true But of wickednes,and well worthy bob ſharply 

ſhot 
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manner following. ©, 74 Ar 
Maſter C2 de 1z Scala, as fame ranne abroad of himin all places, was 
{beyond the infinite tours of Fortune rowatds him): one of the moſt 
notable and magnificent Lords that ever lived in Italy,fince the daies of 
Fredericke the ſecond, Emperor. © He determining to procure a very fo- 
lemne aſſembly at Verona, and many people being met there from dt- 
pers places, eſp-cially Gentlemen of all degrees ; ſuddenly (vpon what 
occaſion | know nor)his minde zltred;, and hee would nor goe forward 
with his intcntion. ' Moſt of them he partly.ri comperced which were 
comethirher, and rhey diſmiſſed rodepur attheir pleaftte, one onely 
man remained vnreſpe&ed,or in any kinde fortfent away, whoſe name 
was Bergamino, aman very pleaſantly diſpoſed, and fo wittily readie in 
{pcaking and anſwering, as none could eafily credit ir, bur fuch as heard 
him ; and although his recompence ſeemed outr-long delayed, yer hee 
made no doubt ofa beneficiall ending. «er R 
By ſome encmies of his. Maſter Caz ate /a Scala was incenſed,that what- 
ſocucr he gaue or beſtowed on him, was as ill imploycd and vrterly loſt, 
as if it werethrowne into the fire, and therefore he neither did or ſpake 
any thing to him. Some few dayes being paſſed ouer, and Berg ano 
percetuing, that hee was neither calied, nor any account made of, not- 
withſtanding many manly good parts in him , obſcruing betide, that h: e 
found a ſhrewd conſimprion in his purſe, his Inne, hoxles, and ſervants, 
being chargeable to him, he began to grow extremely melancholiy, and 


yet hee attended in expeRation day by day, as thinking it farre vnficting 

for him, to depart beforahe was bidden farewell. - 
Hauing brought with him thither three goodly rich garments, which 
had beene giuen him by ſundrie Lords, for his more ſightly appearance 
atthis great meeting ; the importunate Hoſt bring greedic of payment, 
firſt he deliuered him one of them, & yet not halfe the ſcore being wiped 
off, the ſecond muſt needes follow; and beſide, exccpt he meant to leaue 
his lodging, bee muſt live vpon the third ſo long as it would laſt, till hee 
ſaw what end his hopes would ſort too. lr fortuned, during the time of 
lung thus ypon his laſt refuge, thathee met with Maiſtcr Can one day 
at dinner, where he preſented himſclfe before him, with adiſcontented 
countenance : which Maiſter Caz well obſcruing, more to diſtaſte him, 
then take delight in any thing that Could come'trom him, he fayd. Berga- 
min, how cheereſtthou £ Thouart. very melancholly, I prythce tell vs 
why ? Bergamino ſuddenly, without any premediration,yet ſectning as if 
he 
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he had long confidered thereon, reported this Tale. F F 
. Sir,l oy heard ofa certaine man, named Pripzaſſo,one Skilfully lears 
ned in the Grammar, and beyond all other) a very witty and ready, ver; 
ſificr : in regard whereof, he was {a much admired, and farrerenowned, 
that ſuch as neuer ſaw him, but onely heard of him, couldeafily lay, this 
is Primaſſo, It came to paſle, that being once at Parz,, in poore eſtate, as 
commonly he could light onno better fortune. (becauſc vertue is ſlen- 
derly rewarded, by ſuch as haue the greateſt poſſeſſions) he heard much 
fame of the Abbot of C/ugrz, a man reputed next to the Pope)to be ths 
richeſt Prelate of the Church. Ofhim he heard wonderfull and magni« 
ficent matters, that he alwayes kept an open and hoſpitable Court, end 
neuer made refuſall of any (from whence ſocuer hee came or went) but 
they did cate and drinke freely there 3 provided, that they came when 
the Abbot was ſet atthe Table. Primaſ/o hearing this, and being an ear- 
neſt defirer to ſee magnificent and vertuous men, hee reſolued to goe ſee 
thisrare bounty of the Abbor,demanding hoy far he dwelt from Pargs? 
Being anſwered, about ſome three Leagues thence, Primaſſo made ac- 
count, that if he went on betimes in the morning, he ſhould caſfily reach 
thithcr beforethe houre for dinner. 

Bcing inſtruted in the way, and not finding any to walke along with 
him , fearing,if he went without ſome furniſhment, and ſhould ftay long 
there for his dinner, he might (perhaps) complaine of hunger: he there- 
fore carried three loaues of bread with him, knowing that he could meet 
with water eucry where, albeit he yſed to drinke bur little. Having aptly 
conucyed his bread about him,he went on his iourny, and arriued at the 
Lord Abbots Court,an indifferent while before dinner time: wherefore 
catcring into the great Hall, and fo from placeto place, beholding the 
great mul:itude of Tables, bountifull preparation in the Kirchin, and 
what admurable prouiſton there was for dinner, he faid ro himſelfe; Tru- 
ly this man 15 more magnificent then fame hath made him, becauſe ſhee 
{pcakes too ſparingly of him. 

While thus he went about, confideting on all theſe things very reſpe- 
cucly, he ſaw the Maiſter of the Abbors Houſhold (becauſe then it was 
the hourc of dinner) command water to be brought for waſhing hands, 
{o cucric one ſitting down at the Tablc,it fell to the lot of Primaſſo, to {i 
dircCily agatnſt the doore, wherearthe Abbor muſt enter into the Hall. 
The cuſtome in this Court was ſuch, that nom?nner of Foode ſhould be 
ſcrucd to any of the Table, vatill ſuch time as the Lord Abbot was him- 
ſelfe ſct : whereupon, euery thing being fit and ready, the Maſter of the 
Houſhold wenttoteil his Lord, thatnothing now wanted but his onely 
preſence, | 

The Abbot comming from his Chamber to enter the Hall, lookin 
about him, as hee was wont to doe ; the firſt man hee ſaw was Parincy 
who being butin homely habite, and he hauing not feene him before to 
his remembrance, a preſent bad conceite poſſeſſed his braine, that he ne- 
ucr ſawan vnworthicr perſon, ſaying within himſelfe : Sec how I giue 


my 
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my goods away to bee deuoured. So returning backe to his Chamber 
againe 3 commaunded the doore to be made falt, demaunding of euery 
man necre about him,ifthey knew the baſe Knaue that fare before his en- 
trance into the Hall, andal! his ſernants anſwered no. Primaſſo being ex- 
treamely hung y, with trauailing on foote ſo farte, and never vied tofaſt 
ſo long; expcing ſtill when meare would be ſerued in,andthat the Ab- 
borcame notat all : drew out one of his loaues which hee brought with 
him.and very hcartily fell to feeding. 

My Lo:d Abbot, after hee had [tayed within an indifferent while,fent 
forth one of his men, to ſeeitthe poore fellow was gone,or nv. The ſer- 
uzntrold him, that he ſtayed there, and fed vpon dry bread, which it 
ſcem«d he had brought thither with him, Let him feede on his ownetre- 
plyed the Abbor) for he ſhall taſte of none of mine this day. Gladly wold 
the Abbot, that Primaſ/o ſhould haue gone thence of himſclfe, and yer 
he!d it{ca:ſcly honeſt in his Lordſhip, rodiſmifſe him by his owne com- 
mand, Primaſ/o hauing eaten one of his Loaucs, and yet the Abbot was 
rotcome, brgan to fecde vpon the ſecond: the Abbor ſtill ſending to 
expect his abſcnce , andan{weredas he was before. Atlength,the Abbor 
net comming,and P:imaſſo hauing catcavp his{econd loafe, hunger com- 
pcld him to begin wit: chethird, = 

When thelenewes were carried tothe Abbot, ſodainly he brake forth 
and ſaide. VWhar new kinde of needy tricke hath my bratne begorte this 
day ? Why dol grow diſdainfull againſtany man wharſocuecr ? I haue 
long time allowed my meate to beeaten by all commers that did plcaſe 
to viſit me, without exception againſt any perſon, Gentlemen, Yeoman, 
poorc or rich, Marchant or Minſtinl, honeſt man or knaue, ncucr refrai- 
ning my preſence inthe Hall, by baſely contemning one poore man, Be- 
leeuc mc,couetouſneſſe of one mans meate, doth il] agree with mine cſtate 
and calling. What though he appcareth a wretched fellow ro mc? He may 
be of greater merit thenl can imagine,and deſerue more honor thcn ll am 
ablc to giue him. "= { 

Hauing thus diſcourſed with himſclfe, he would needs vnd-rſtand of 
whence,and what he was,and finding him to be Primaſſo, come onely to 
ſee the magnificence which he had reported of him, knowing.[illo(by rhe 
general fame noyſed cuery where of him)that he was rcpured to bt a lear- 
ned,honeſt,and ingenious man : he grew greatly aſhamed of his owne tol- 
| Iy,and being dcfirous tro make him an amends, ftroue many waics how to 
do him honor, When dinner was caged,the Abboxbeſtowed honorable 
garments on him,ſuchas becemed his degree and merit, and putting good 
ſtore of moncy-in hispurſe,as allo giutng him a ga r{c to ride on, ct 
It gt his owne free election, whetherhe would ſtay chere ſtill with him,or 
departat kys plesſure, Wherewith Primaſ/e being highly contented,ycel- 
ding him the heartieſt thankes he could deviſe ro do,returned to! Pars on 
holc-backe,albeit he came poorely thethet on footy! | 1 - 2 405. 

Mafter Can de la Scala, who was a man of good vnderſtanding, percei- 
ued immediately (wihour-anly further interptctation) what Bergamine 
NICant 
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icant by this morall, and ſmiling on him, faide : Berg49n0, thou haſt 
honeſtly expreſſed thy vertue and neceſſities, and iuſtly reprooued mine 
auarice,niggardneſſe,and baſe folly, Andtruſt me Bergamrne,] never felt 
ſuch a fit of couetouſnefſe come vpon meas this which I haue diſhoneſtly 
declared to thee : and which I will now baaiſh from me, with the ſame 
correction as thou haſt taught mee. So, hauing paycd the Hoſt all his 
charges, redeeming alſo his robes or garments, mounting him on a good 
Gelding.and putting plenty of Crownesin his purſe, he refed itto his 
ownechoiſeto depart, or dwell there ſtill with him. 


Guillaume Bourfier with a few quaint and familiar words, checkt the miſera- 
ble couetouſneſſe of Signior Herminio de Grimaldi. 
The eight Nouell, 
Which plainily declareth,that a couctous Gentleman, ts not worthy of any honox 
or reſpect, 


M Adam Zanretta,fitting next to Phileſtratus, when ſhe had heard the 
| W1ttY COnCente of Bergamino,knowing,that ſhe wasto ſay ſomewhat, 
without iniunRion or command, pleaſantly thus began. 


This laſt diſcourſe (faire and vertuons comp2 ny) induceth me to tell 
yowhow anhoneſt Courtier teprehendedin like manner(and nothing vn- 
profitably.) baſe couetouſneſle ina'Merchant of extraordinary wealth; 
i oe þ (in _ it _y ſceme to reſemble the formet; 

it WL prouc no lefle  you,! 
_ wÞ5, | p plealing to you,in regard it ſorted to' as 

It is ng longrime ſince, that there liued jn Gees or Geneway, 4 Gentle= 


man 


|” is. " 


gouerned by «Madam Pampinea. «<4 © 


man named Signior Hermnie de Gremaldo, who(as euery one wel knew) 
was more richin inheritances, and ready ſummes ofcurragt money then 
any other knowne Citizen in /#«/7. And as hee ſurpaſſed other men in 
wealth, ſo did he likewiſe excell them in wretched Auarice,being ſo mi- 
ſerably greedy and couctous,as no-man in the world could be triore wic- 
ked that way; bccaule,not onely he kept his purſe lockrvp from pleaſu: 
ſuring any, but denied necdtull chings to himſelfe,enduring many miſe- 
ries onely ro auoid expences, contrary to the Genewayes generall cuſtom, 
who alwayes delighted to be decently cloathed, and to haue their dyer 
ofthe b:ſt, By reaſon of which moſt miſerable baſeneſle, they tooke a- 
v-ay from him the Sirname of Gr/mald;, whereof he wasin right deſcen- 
ded, and called him maſter Herminio the couctous Mizer, a nickname ve+ 
ry notably agreeing with his gripple nature. fn | 
[t came to paſle, that in this time of his ſpending nothing, but multj- 
plying daily by infinite mcanes,that a ciuill honeſt Gentleman (a Cour- 
tier of ready wit, and diſcourſtue in Languages) came to Geneway, be- 
ing named Guillaume Bourfler, Aman very farre differing from diuers 
Courtiers in theſe dayes,who for foothing ſhamefull and gracelefſe ma- 
ners in ſuch as allow them maintenance, are called and reputed to bee 
Gentlemen, yeaſpeciall fauourites : whereas much more worthily, they 
ihould be accounted as knaucs and yillaines, being borne and bred in ail 
filthineſſe, and skiltull in every kinde of baſcſt behautour, not fit to come 
in Princes Courts. For, whereas in paſſed rimes, they ſpent their dayes 
and paines in making peacc, when Gentlemen were at warre or diſlengi- 
on, ot treating on honeſt marriages, betweene friends and familiars, and 
&with louing ſpecches) would recreate diſturbed mindes, dcfiring none 
but commendable exercifts in Court, and ſharpely reproouing (like Fa- 
thers) diſordred life, or ill actions in any, albcit with recompence little, 
or none at all ; theſe vpſtarts noxv adayes, employ all their paincs in de- 
trations, ſowing queſtions and quarrels betweene one another, making 
no ſpare of yes & talſhoods. Nay which is worſe,hey wil do this inthe 
preſence of any man, vpbraiding him with inijuries,ſhames, and ſcandals 
(true or not true) vponthe very leaſt occaſion./ And by falſe and deccit- 
fill fatterics and villanies of their owne inuenting, they make Gentlemen 
to become as vile as themſclues. Forwhich deteſtable qualities, they arc 
better beloued and reſpeRed of their miſdemeanored Lords,and recom- 
penced in more bountifull maner;then men of vertuous carriage and de- 
fert» Which is an argument ſufficient,that goodnefle is gone ypto hea- 
- uen,and hath quite forſaken theſe loathed lower Regions,where men are 
GY inthe mud of all ri 21 _ bye kit and id. * 
ut returning where T efr(bci out ofmy way by a iuft and reli- 
gious angeragain(} ſuch Seformity) this a tg Maſter Guzllaume 
8our ſier,was willingly ſcent, and glad'y welcommed by all the beſt men 
in Gezeway, Hauing remained ſome few daies inthe City,/and amongſt 
other matters, much talke of the miſerable couetouſneſſe of maſter 
Herminio,he grew very defirous tohauc a fight of him, Maſter Herminiy 


had 
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had already vnderſtood, that this Gentleman, Maſter Guillaume Bony fier 
was vertuouſly diſpoſed, and (how couctouſly ſocuer hee was inclined) 
hauing in him ſome ſparkes of noble nature, gauc him very good words, 
and gracious entertainment,diſcourſing with him on dwuers occaſions. 

In company of other Genewayes with him, he brought him to a new 
erected houſe of his, a building ot great coſt and beauty, where, after he 
had ſhewne him all the variable rarietics, he begannethus, Maſter Guet- 
[zume,no doubt but you have heard and {eene many things, and you can 
inſtru me in ſome queint conceit or deuice, to be fairly tigured in pain- 
ting, at the entrance into the great Hall of my Houfe. Miſter Gu:llaume 
hearing him ſp:ake ſo ſimply,returned him this anſwer : Sir, I cannorad- 
uiſc you in any thing, ſo rare or vnſcene as youralkot: but how to ſneeze 
(after anew minncr) vpon a full and ouer-cloyed ſtomacke, to auoyde 
baſe humours that ſtupitic the braine,or other matters of the hike quality, 
But if you would be taught a good one indeede, and had a diſpohition to 
ſec it fairely efteted,] could inſ{truft you in an excellent Emblem,wher- 
with{as yct)y ou neucr came acquainted, 

Maſter Hermznio hearing him ſay lo,and expeRting no ſuch anſwer as 
he had, faide, Good Maſtcr Gr:/lauwmeyell me what it is,and on my faith 
L will haue it fairely painted, Whereto Maſter Guz//awrne ſuddenly repli- 
ed ; Donothing bur this Sir:Paint oucrthe Portall of your Halles ente- 
rance, the lively piture of Liberaltty,to bid all your triends better wel- 
come, then hitherto they haue beene. When Maſter Herminzo heard 
theſe words, he becam poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſudden fhame,that his com- 
plexion changed from the former palenefle, and anſwered thus. Maſter 
Gulltne, ] will haue your aduice fo truly figured ouer my gatc,and (hee 
ſhall giue ſo good welcome to all my gueſts, that both you, and all rhefe 
Gentlemen ſhall ſay, [ haue both {eene her, and am become reaſonably 
acquainted with her. From that time torward,the words of Maſter Gail 
laume were {0 cfiectuall with Signior Herminzo, that he became the moſt 
bountiful and beſt houſe-keeper, which lived in his time in Gemeway; no 
mn more honouring and triendly welcoming both ſtrangers and Citi- 
zens, then he continually vſed to do. 


The King of Cyprus was wittily reprebended, by the words of a Gentleweman 
of Gaſcorpmie,and became vertuouſly altered from his vicious difpoſution, 
The Ninth Novell. | 


Gruing all men to vnderſtand,that Tuftice is neceſſary in 4 King about al things 
elſe whatſcener, 


TH e laſt command of theQueene, remained vpon Madam £///a, ot 

El:z4, who (without any deliying) thus beganne, Young Ladies,t 
hath often beene ſeene, that much paine hath beene beſtowed,and many 
rcp:chenſ1ons ſpent invainegtill a word happening at aduenture,and per- 
haps not purpoſely determined, hath eftcQually done the deede : as ap” 
pearcth by the Tale of Madame Lawrerta, and another of mine owne, 
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wherewithl intend briefly to acquaint you, approuing that when good 
wordsarec diſcreetly obſerued,they arc of ſoucraigne power and vertue. 


(Cce»w» 


In the dayes of the firſt Kirg of Cypres,after the Conqueſt made in the 
holy Land by Godfrey of Bullen, it tortun'd thita Gentlewoman of Ga/- 
cozenic, trauelling in pilgrimage to viſit the ſacred Sepulchcr in Zrrnſa- 
{em,returning home againe, arrived at Cyprus, where ſhee was villonou- 
ſly abuſed by certaine bale wretches, Complaining thereof, without 
any comfort vr redrefle, ſhee intended to mike her moaneto the King of 
th: Country, \Whereupon it was tolde her, that therein {hee ſhould 
but locſec her labour, becauſc hee was ſo womaniſh, :nd ftairt-hearted ; 
that not onely he refuſedto puniſh with iuſtice the offence of others, bur 
alſo ſuffered ſhametull inturics done to himſclſe. And therefore, fuch as 
were diſpleaſed by his negligence, might eaſily diſcharge thr ſpleenc 
againſt him, and doe him what diſhonour they woul:!, 

Whenthe Gentlewoman hcard this, deſpairing of any conſolation, 
orreuenge for her wrongs, ſhee reſolucd ro checke the Kings denia!l ot 
zſtice, and comming before him weeping, ſpake in this manner. Str, } 
preſume not into your preſence, as hoping to haueredrefle by you, for 
divers diſhonourable tniurics done vnto me ; bur, as full ſarisfaction for 
them, doe but teach me how you ſuffcr ſuch vile abuſes, as daily are offc- 
red to your ſelfe. Torthe cnd, that being therein inſtrutted by you,l may 
the more patiently beare mine owne ; which (as God knowerth) I would 
egg on you very gladly, becauſe you know ſo well how to endure 
tem, 

The King, who {till then) had beene very bad, dull, and ſlothfull, 
eucn as {leeping our his time of goucrnement ; beganne to revenge the 

F wrongs 


tt 
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wrongs done to this Gentlewoman very ſcuerely, and (rhence forward ) 
becamea moſt ſharpe Juſticer, for the leaſt offence offered againſtthe ho- 


nour ofhis Crowne, or to any of his ſubieRts beſide. 


Maſter Albert of Bullen, honeſtly made a Lady to bluſh, that thought to hane 
done 45 much to him, becauſe ſhee perceined him, tobe amoronſly affected 
towards her, 

The tenth Nouell, 
herein is declared, that honeſt lone agreeth with people of all ages, 


Frer that Madam Ez ſite filent , the laſt charge and labour of the 
like employment,remained tothe Queene her {elfe z whereupon ſhee 
beganne thus to ſpeake : Honeſt and vertuous young Ladies, like asthe 


Starres (when the Ayres faire and elzere) arc the adorning and beauty 
of Heauen,and flowers (while the Spring time laſteth) doe graciouſly ern- 
belliſhrhe Meadowes ; cuen fo ſiweete ſpecches and pleating conferences, 
ro prſſe the time with commendable diſcoules, arethe beſt habie of the 
minde, and an outward bzauty to the body : which ornaments of words 
when they appcareto be ſhort aud ſwzere, are much more ſeemely in 
women, then in men z becauſe long and tedious talking(whenit may be 
done inle({cr time) is a greater blemiſh in women,then in men. 
| Among vs women, this day, I thinke few or none hauethercin offcn- 
ded, but as readily haue vaderſtood ſhort and pithy ſpeeches,as they haue "= 
' beene quicke and quaintly deliuered, But when anſwering ſureth not 'Y 
with vnderſtanding, itis generally a ſhame in vs, and ali ſuchas liue zbe- us 
caule our moderne times haue conuerted that vertue, which was within by. 
them be” 
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them who lived before vs,into garments of the body, and ſhew whoſe ha. 
bites were noted to bee molt gaudy, fulleſt of imbroyderiesand fantaſtick 
faſhions : ſhe was reputedto haue moſt matter in her, and therefore to be 
more honoured and eltcemed. Neuer conſidering, that whoſoeuer loa- 
deth the backe ofan Aſle, or puts vpon him thericheſt braucric ; he be- 
commeth not thereby a tot the wiſcr,or meriteth any more honor then an 
Aſſe ſhould haue. 1 amaſhimed to ſpeake it,becaule in deteRing other, I 
may (perhap</Jas juſtly taxe my ſ-lſe, 

Such imbroydered bodics, tricked and trimmed in ſuch boaſting 
brauery, arc they any thing elſe but as Marble Statues, dumbe, dull,and 
vetcrly in{enſ1ble ? Oc it (perchaunce) they make an anſwere, when ſome 
queſtion is demanded of them ; it were much better tor them to be filent. 
For detcnce of honeſt deuiſe and conference among men and women, 
thy would haveihe world to thinke, that ir proccederh but from ſimpli- 
City anc] preciſe opinion, coucring their owne folly with the name of ho- 
neſty: as it there were no other honeſt woman, but thee that conferres 
on-ly with her Chamver-tmaid?,Laundrefle,or Kirchin-woman : as it na- 
tire had allowed them, (12 their owne 1dlc conceite) no othcr kinde ot 
talkin? 

Moſt true it is,that 7s there is arcſp:Rto be vſed inthe ation of other 
tlinzs; ſo,time and place are necef{.rily to be confidered,and alio whom 
we conurrfe withall z becauſe ſometimes it happeneth, that a man or wo- 
man,intending (by a word of teſt and merriment Yxo make another body 
bluth or be aſhamed ; not knowing what ſtrenoth of wit remaineth in 
the oppoſite, doe conucrt the fame diſgrace vpon themſelues. There- 
fore, t.t we may the more aduiſedly ſtand vpon our owne guard, and to 
preuent the common proucrbe, That Werzren (in all thirgs\make chayſe of 
theworſt : I deſire that this dayes laſt tale, wahichis to come from my 
ſclte, may make vs all wite, T5 the end, that as in gentlencſle of minde 
weconferre with other , fo by exc<llency in good manners,we may lhew 
our {clues not jnferiourtothem, 

[t is not many yearcs fince (worthy afſcmbly) that in Bu/loigne there 
dwelt a learned Phyſitian, a man tamous for kill, and fa:re renowned, 
whole name was Maſter Albert, and being grovrne aged, to the eſtimate 
of threeſcore and tenne yearcs : hecehad y<rſ:ich a ſprightly diſpoltrion, 
that though naturall heare and vigour had quite ſhaken hands with him, 
yet amorous flames and delircs had not wholly forfaken him. Hauing 
ſecne (at a Banquet) a very beautifull woman, bcing then in the eſtate of 
widdowhood, named (as ſome ſay) Madam Marsaret de Chiſolier;, ſhee 
appcarcd fo pleaſing in his eyc ; that his ſences became no leſle diſtur- 
bed then asif he had beeneof farre younger temp:r, and no night could 
any quictneſle poſleſſe his ſoule,except (the day before)he had {cence the 
ſwcet countenance of this loucly widdow. In regard whercot, his dayly 
paſſ1ge was by her doore, one while on horſebacke, and then againe on 
toot ; as beſt might declare his plaine purpoſe ro ſee her. 

Both ſhee and other G:ntlewomen, perceiuing the occaſion of his 
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ing and repaſſing ; would priuately ieſt thercat together, to ſcea man 
Pk — x } Raton 4 be amorouſly addied, or oucr-{wayed 
by cFeminate paſſions, For they were partly perſwaded, that ſuch wan- 
ton Ague fits of Loue, were fir for none but youthfull zpprehenſions, as 
beſt agreeing with thelr chearetull complcx1ion. Maſter Albert continu- 
ing his dayly walkes by the widdowes lodging, it chaunced vpona Feaſti- 
uallday, that ſhee (accompanied with diuers urher women of great ac- 
count) being fitting at her doore , efpied Maſter A/ber (fare off )com- 
ming thithcrward, and arcſolued determination among themſelues was 
ſet downe, to allow him fauourable entertaihement, and to 1eſt (in ſome 
merry mannet)at his louing folly,as afterward they did indecde. 

No ſooner was he come necie, butthey all aroſe, and courteoully in- 
vitcd him to enter with them, conducting him intoa goodly Garden, 
where readily was prepared choyle of delicate wincs and banquetting. 
Arlength, among other pleaſant and celighttuli diſcourſes, they deman- 
ded of him ; how it was poſhble for him , robe amorouſly affeRed ro- 
wards ſo beautifull a woman, both knowing and f{ceing,how carneſtly ſhe 
was ſollicitcd by many gracious, gallant, and youthtull ſpirits,aptly ſu- 
ting with her ycares and delires ? Maſter Albeyz perceiuing, that they had 
drawae him in among them,oncly to {coffe and make a mockery ot him, 
ſet a merry countenance onthe m-trer,and tioneſtly thus anſivered, 

Belceue mee Gentlewoman (ſprking to the widdowe her ſelfe) it 
ſhould not appeareſtrange to any of wil:dome and diſcretion, that I am 
amorouſly enclined, and eſpecially to you, becauſe you are well worthy 
of it. Andalthough thoſe powers, which naturally appertaine to the ex- 
erciſes of Loue, are bercft and gone from aged people ; yet good will 
thereto cannot be taken from them , neither 1udgement to know ſuch as 
deſcrueto be aff.Ctcd : for, by how muchthey exccede youth in kncw- 
Icdze and cxpcrience, by ſo much the more hath nature made them meet 
ror reſpeCt ind reuerence, The hope which incited me (being aged) to 
loue you, that arc aff.&cd of fy many youthfull Gallants, grew chus, I 
hauc often chaunccd into diners places, where I have ſeene Ladies and 
Gcnilwomen, bcing diſpoſed to a Collation or rere-banquet after din- 
ner, to feede on Lupines,and young Onions or Leckes, and although ir 
may be lo, thatthere 1s little or no goodnefſe at all inthem ; yet the heads 
of them arc leaſt hurtfull, and moſt pleaſing in the mouth. And you 
Genltcwomen generally (guided by vnreaſon:blc appeti.e) will hold the 
heads of them in your hands, and teedevpon the blades or ſtalkes: which 
not oncly arenor good for any thing, but alſo are of very bad ſauour. And 
what know I (Lady) whether among the choile of friends, it may fit your 
fancy to doe theiike £ For, if you did fo, it were no fault of mine tobe 
ans of you, but thereby wereall the reſt of your ſuters the ſooner an« 
wered, 

The widdowed Gentlewoman.and all the reſt in her company, being 
baſhfully aſhamed of her owne and their folly, preſently ſaid, Maſter 
Albert, you haue both well and worthily chaſtiſed our oner-bold PIe- 


ſumption, 
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{Umprion, and belecae me Sir, I repute your louc and kindnefſe of no 
meane metrit, comming froma man ſo wile and vertuous :. And there. 
; fore (mine honour reſerued) commaund my vetermoſt,as alwaycs ready 
todo you any honeſt ſcruice, Maſter A bert,ariling from his leatthanking 
f the faire widdow tor hcr gentle ofter z tooke leaue of her and all the com- 
: pany,and ſhe bluſhing, as all the reſt were therein not much behinde her, 
thinking to checke him,became chidden her lelteywhereby(it we be wile) 
[ce vs all take warning. | 
Th: Sunne was now ſomewhat farre declined, and the heates cxtre- 
mity well wornc away : when the Talcs of the ſeauen Ladies and thice 
Gentlemen were thus finithed, whereupon their Queene pleaſantly ſaid, 
For this Cay (faire company} there remaineth nothung more to be done 
vader my rcgiment, but onely to beltow a new Quecne ypon you, who 
(accordingto her tudgement) muſt rake her turne, and diſpoſe what next 
15 to be done, for continuing our time in honeſt pleaſure, And although 
the day ſhould.endure till daike night; in regard, that when ſome time 1s 
taken before, the better preparation may bee made for occalions to fol- 
low, tothe end alſo, that whatſocucr the new Queene ſhall plcaſc ro ap- 
point, may be thc better fitted forthe morrow : I amot opinion, that at 
tie ſame hours as we now ceale,the following dayes ſhall ſcuerally begin. 
Andthercforc,in reuerence to him that giuet life ro all things,and in hope 
of comfort by our ſecond day; Madam Phzi/omenaga moſt wile young La- 
dy,ſhall goucrne as Queene this our Kingdome. | 
So ſoone as ſhe had thus ſpoken, ariſing from her ſeate of dignity, and 
tzking the Lawicll Crownefrom off het owne head , the reuciently pla- 
ccd it vpon Madam Philomenaes, thee tirlt of all humbly faluting her, and 
then all the rcſt, openly confcſling her ro be their Queene,made gracious 
oftcr to obey whatſocuer ſhe commanded. Phi/omena,her cheeks deliyve- 
1132 afſcarle:tinure, to ſce her (clfe thus honoured as their Queene, and 
well remembring the words, fo latcly vttered by Madam Pamprnea , that 
Culnet{c or ncple& might nor be notcd in her, tooke cheer: full courage to 
ber,and firſt of all,ſhc confirmed the officers, which Pampinea had appoine 
ted the Cay betore, then ſhe ordained for the morrowes prouiſion, as alſo 
forthe {upper ſo neere approaching , before they departed away from 
: tencc,and thcenthus began. 
Loucly Companions, although that Madam Pampinea, more in her 
owne courtclic, then any matter of mcrit remaining in me, hath made 
| me your Queene : Iam notdetermined, to alter the forme of our intcn- 
ded lite, norto be guided by minc owne iudgement, bur to aſſociate the 
fame with your affiſtance. And becauſe you may know what I intend 
to do, and ſo (conſequently) adde or dirainiſh at your pleaſure; in very 
few words, you ſhall plainly vnderſtand my meaning. It you haue well 
conſidercd onthe courſe, whicl this day hath bene kept by Madam Pame 
p:inea, a> thinkes it hath bene very plealing and commendable zin which 
regard, vntill by ouer-tedious continuation, or other occaſions of irkG 
ome offence, itſhall ſccme iniurious, Lamof the minde, not to alter it. 
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Hclding on the order then as we haue begun todoe, will depart from 
hence to recreate our ſcluesa while, and when the Sun groweth rowards 
ſerting,we willſup inthe freſh and open ayre : afterward, with Canzo- 
ners and other paſtimes, we will our-weare the houres ti]! bed time, To 


morrow mornine.inthe freſh and gentle breath thercof, we will riſe and 


wall.e toſuch plzces,as enery one ſhall finde fitteſt for them, even as alrea- 
dy this day we haue done; vntill due time ſhall ſummon vs hither againe, 
to continue our diſcourſiue Tales, wherein (me thinkes) conliſteth both 
pleaſure and profit,cſpecially by diſcreete obſeruation, | | 
Very true it is,that ſom2things which M2dam Pamprea could not ac- 
compliſh, by reaſon of her ſo ſmall time of authority, I will >cgin to vn- 
d-roo, to wit, in reſtraining ſome matters whereon weare to ſpeake, that 
better premeditation may paſſe ypon them, For, when reſpite and a little 
I-vſure gocth before them.cach diſcourſe will ſauour of the more formali- 
ly: ind if ir might ſo pleaſe you, thus would TdireG the order, As lincethe 
bc ginning of the world, all men have bene guided (by Forrtrne) thorow 
diucrs accidents and occ-fions : ſo beyond all hope and exp: tation, the 
iHuc and ſucceſſe hath bin good and iuccestull,and accordingly ſhould cue- 


" ry one of or arc4iments be choſcn, 


The Ladies,and the yong Gentlemen likewiſe,commended her aduice, 
and proiilcd to 1mitate it ; ONCly Droncus excepted, who when ceuery one 
was {il-nt, ſpike thus. Madam, I fay as all the reſt have done, that the or- 
der by you appointed,is moſt pleaſing and worthy to bee allowed. But I 
intreatc one {ptciall fauour for my ſeltc,andro haue it confirmed to mee, 
ſo long as our company continucth , namely ,that I may ant be ccnſtrain- 
ed co ris Law of direction, but to tell my Tale ar liberty,after mine owne 
minde, and according to the troedome firſt inſtiti.red. And becauſe no 
one (hall inagin*,that Lvree this grace of you,ns being vnfurniſhed of dif- 
courlcs in this kinde, I am well contented to beethe laſtin cucry daycs 
Cxercile, 

Th: Queene, knorring him tobe a man full of mirth and matter, be- 
ean to conlider very adufedly, that he would not haue mooucd this res 
queſt, but onc!y to the end, that if the company grew wearied by any of 
the Talcs re-Counted, hee would ſhut vp the d:yes diſport with fome: 
mirthf1.]! 2cc1dent, Wherefore willingly,and with conſcnt of all the reſt 
he had his ſuite gr nt*d, Soariſing all, th:y walked toa Chriſtall riuer, 
delcending downe a little hill intoa valley, graciouſly ſhaded with good- 
ly Trees , where waſhing both their hands and fecte, much pretty plea = 
ſure paſſed among them till ſupper timedrawingneere, made them re- 
turne home to the Palace. When {upper was ended, and bookes and in- 
ſtruments being laide before them, the (uuecene commanded a dance, and 
tht Madam + mil;a.affiſted by Madam Lavuretts and Dzoneus,ſhould f1 
a {weet ditty. At which command, Lauretts vndertooke the dance, and 
icd it, A-m1/z4 ſinging this ſong enſuing, 


The 


EY 
OS 
R 


WEAR. TT - 


 gonern ed by *«*M adam Pampmea. 28 


The Song, 
\ O much delight my beauty yeelds to mee, 
That any other Lone, 
To wiſh or prone ; 


Can newer fute it ſelfe with my aefire, - 


Therein 4 ſee, vpen good obſeruation, 
What fweet content due wnder ſtanding lends : 
Old or new thoughts cannot in any faſhion 
Kob me of that which mine owne ſoule commenas. 

What obiett then, 

(mone ſt :nfunites of men) 
Can 1 ncucr finde 
fo diſpoſſeſſe my minde, 
And plaint therein another new defire ? 
So much delight,gyc. 


But were it ſo, the bliſſe that Iwould chuſe, 
1s,by continual ſight to comfort me : 

So rare a preſence neuer to refuſe, 

IWhich mortal tongue or thoucht what ere tit be 


Muſt [till conceale, 


not able torenueale, 
Such a ſacred ſweete, 
for none other meeke, 
But hearts enflamed with the ſame deſire. 
So much aclioht, 5c, 


The Song being ended, the Chorus whereof was anſwered by them 
all, it paſſed with generall applauſe : and after a few other daunces, the 
night being well run on,the Qucene gaue ending tothis firſt dayesRe- 
creation, So, lights being brought, they depaitedtotheir ſeucrall Lod- 
pings.totake their reſt till rhe next morning. | 


* 


The End of the firſt Day. 
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herein, al the Diſcourſes are vnder the gouernment of Madam Philomena : 
Concerning ſuch men or women, as (in diners accidents) have veen much 
molle3ted by Fortune, and yet afterward (contrary to their hope and exper 
tation) haue had a hippy an ſac ce(efull deliuerance. 


Lready had the bright Sunne renewed the day e- 
very where with his ſplendant beames, and the 
Birds fate merrily ſinging on the blooming bran- 
chcs, yeelding teſtimony thereof to the eares of 
all hearers ; when the ſ<uen Ladies,and the three 
Gentlemen (after they wereriſen ) entered the 
Gardens,and there ſpeat ſome time in walking, as 
alſo making of Nole-gaves and Chaplets of Flo- 
| wers. And euen as they h:d done the day before, 
{0 did they now follow the ſame courſe ; for, after they had dined,in a 
coole and plcaling aire they fell ro dancing, and then went to fleepea + 
| while, trom which being awaked,they tooke their places( according as it _ 
| plealcd the Queene to appoint)in the lame faire Meadow abouther. And = 

| the,being a goodly creature, and highly pleaſing to b<hold,hauing put on 

her Crowne of Lawrell,and 21uing a gracious countenance to the whole 
company; commanded Madam Newphila that her Tale ſhould begin this 


lf dates delight, Whercupon ſhe, withour rcturning any excuſe or deniall, 
began inthis manner, 


oh 


a... Dt ee... 


Marichine 
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Marcellino counter feitting to be lame of his members,cauſed himſe(fe to be ſet 


on the body of Saint Artiguo, where he made ſhew of his ſudden recoutry | 
but when hus diſstmulation was diſconered, he was well beatey, being after- 
ward taken priſoner,and in great danger of betng hanged and Frangled by 
the necke,and yet he eſcaped im the end. 
The firſt Nouell. 
herein ts ſignified, how eaſie a thing it s, for wicked men to deceiue the world, 
under the ſhadow and colour of miracles:and that ſuch treachery(oftentimes) 
redoundeth to the harme of the deniſer, 


Aire Ladies, it hath happened many times, that he who ſttiueth to 

(corne and floute other men, and eſpecially in occaſions deſeruing to 
be reſpcRed, proucth to mocke himfſelfe with the ſelfe ſame matter, yea, 
and to [11s no meane danger befid?. As you hall perceive by a Tale, 
which TI intend torellyou, ob2ying therein the command of out Queene, 
and according to the {ubict by her enioyned. In which diſcourſe, you 
may firſt obſ-rue, whargreat miſchance happened to one of our Cuizens; 
and yet afterward, how (beyond all hope) he happily eſcrped. 

Not long (ince,there lined in the City of Treners, an Almarre or Cer- 
maine, named Arrizuo, who beinga poore man,fcrued as 2 Porter,or bur- 
den.bearer for money, when ny men pleaſed to employ him. And yer, 
notwithſtanding his poore and meane condition, he was cenr1ally re: pu- 
ted, to be of good and lanRified life. In which regard /whethcr it were 
true or no, Iknow not) 1t happened, that when h* died (at leaſt as rhe 
men of Trexersthemſclues afhimed) in the very inſtant tour of his do- 
parting, all the Bclles in the great Chi:rch of Trevers, (not Eeing pull: d 
by the helpe of any hand) eganneto ring + whichbcing accounted for a 
miracle,cucry one ſaide;that this Arrigo hid bene,and was 1 Saint, And 
preſently all the people of the City ranto the houſe where the dead budy 
lay,and carricd it{as aſarctiftied body)intothe giezr Church, where peo- 
ple,halt,lame,and blind,or troubled with any other diſ-aſes, were brought 
about it,eucn as it cuery one ſhould forth-with be holpen, oncly by their 
touching the body. 

Itcamero paſſe, that in ſo great aconcourſe of p*ople, as reſorted thi- 
ther from all parts , three of our Citizcns went ro Tyevers, one of th. rn 
being named Srechio, the ſecond Marte/lrmo, and the third Marquiſe, all 
being men of ſuch condition,as frequrnred Princes Conrrs.to give them 
cclight by pleaſant and counterferted qualities, None of thcf+ men hauing 
euer beene at Trewers before, ſecing how the people crowde.! thorowthe 
ftreeres, wondered greatly thereat : bur when they knew the reaſon why 
the throngs ranne on heapes in ſuch fort topether, they grew as defirous 
to [ce the Shrine, asany of the reſt. Hauing ordered 11} affaires it their 
lodging, Marquiſo ſaide It is fit for vsto ſee this Sainr, but I know not 
how weſhall attaine thereto, becauſe (as I have heard) the place is guar- 
ded by Germaine Souldicts, and other warlike men, commanded thither 
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by the Gouernour ofthis City, Jeaſt any outrage ſhould bc there com- 
mitted : And beſide, the Church is ſo tull otpeople, as we ſhall-acuer 
compallc toger neere, Martellino being allo as forward in dclire to ſee 
ir,preſcntly replied. All this dificulry.cannor. diſmay mc,butl willgo ro 
the very body of the Saint it {clte. But how 7 quoth Margszfo. Iwill tcll 


thee, anſwered Martellino, T purpoſe to go 1n the diſguiſe ofan impotent . 


lame perſon, ſupported on the one ide by thy ſeltc, and onthe other by 
Stechto, as it I were not able to walke of my ſclfe : And you two thus ſu- 
ſtaining me, defiringto come necrethe Saint to cure me z cuery one will 
mzke way,and freely giue you leauetogo on, | 

This deuiſe was very pleaſing to Xarquiſo and Stechis, ſothat (without 
any fuctherdclaying ) they allthree left their lodging, and reſorting into 
a {ret corner afide, Martelino ſo writhed and miſhaped his hands, fin- 
gcrs,and armes, his legges, mouth, eyes, and whole countenance, that it 
was a dread(ull ſightto looke vpon him, and whoſocuer beheld him, 
would verily have imagined, that hee was viterly lame of his mbes,and 
oreatly deformed in his body. 41arquiſo and Stechzo, ſeeing all ſarted{o 
w.!l as th-y could with, tooke and Icd him towards the Church, making 
vc: pitious moane, and humbly deſiring {for Gods lake) of eucry one 
they met, to grant them free paſſage: whercto they charitably condil- 
Cent, 

Thus leading him on, crying ,; Beware thcre before, and giue way 
for Gods ſake,thcy artiued atthe body of Saint 4777270,that(by his help?) 
he mizhr be healed, And while all eyes vecre diligently obſcruing, what 
miracle would be wrought on Marre{izo, he hwuing fitten a ſmall ſpace 
vponthe Saints body, and bcing ſi ficiently $kilfull in connterfeiting,be- 
eznhfirſt ro extend forth the one of his fingers, next his hand, then his 
arme,and ſo (by degiecs) thereſt of his body, Which when th* people 
ſaw, they made ſuch a wonderfull noyic in praiſe of Saint Arr/2ue, eucn 
aSit it had thundcred inthe Church, 

Nuw it chanced by ill fottune, that there ſtood a Florentine neere to 
thebody,whe knew Marteil;zo very pertcetly;but appearing ſo monſtiou- 
ſly niiſhapen , when he was brought into the Church, hee could take no 
knowledge of him. But when he ſaw him ſtand vp and walke, hee knew 
him thcnto be the man indeede , whereupon he ſaide. How commethir 
to pall-,that this fellow ſhould be ſo miraculouſly cured, that neucr truly 
was any way impotent ? Certaine men of the City hearing theſe words, 
entred info further queſtioning with him, demanding,how he knew thar 
the man had no ſuch imperteftion ? Vcll cnough (anſwered the Floren- 
tine) I know him to be as direct in his limbes and body, as you ; I,or any 
of vs all are: butiadeede, he knowes better how to diſſemble counterfet 
trickes, then any manelſe that euer Iſaw. 

hen they heard this, they diſcourſed no further with the Florentine, 
but preſſed on mainely tothe place where Xartellino ſtood, crying out a- 


loude, Lay hold onthis Traytor, a mocker of God,and his holy Saints, 


that had no lameneſſe in his limbes ; but to make a mocke of out Saint and 
VS 


&k 
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vs,came hither in talſe and councerteir manner, Solaying hands vppon 
him, they threw him againſt rhe ground, having him by the haire on his 
head, and tearing the garments from his backe, ſpurning him with their 
tecte, and beating him withtheir fiſts, that many were much aſhamed to 
(ce it, 

Poorc Martelſino was ina pittifull caſe, crying out for mercy, but no 
man would heare him ; for,the more he cryed,the more ſtill they did beat 
him,as mcaning to leaue nolifein him : which Srechio and 3arquiſo free 
in2, con{idercd withthemiclucs , thatrhey were likewiſe in a deſperate 
calc , and therefore, fearing to be as much miſvſed, they cryed ouramong 
thercſt, Killthe counterfer knaue,l2y on loade, and ſpare him not z ne- 
verthelcile, they tooke care howto get him out of the peoples handes, 
as doubting, Jeaſtthey would kill him indeede, by their extreame vio- 
lence. 

Sodainly, Marquifo bethovght him how to doit,and proceeded thus. 
A'lthe Sergeants for Tuſtice ſtanding at the Church doore, hee ran with 
all poſſible ſpeedeto the Poreſtates Lieutenanrt,and faid vnto him. Good 
my Lord Tuſtice,helpe me in an hard cafe ; yonder is avillaine that hath 
cit iny purſe, Idcfire he may bee brought before you , that I may have 
my money agiine, He hearing this, ſcnt for a dozenof the Sergeants, 
who wentto apprehend vahappy Aartellino, and recover him from the 
peoples fury, lezding him on with them tothe Palace, no megane crowds 
thronging after him, when they heard that he was accuſcd to bee a Cur- 
purſe, Now durſt they meddle no more with him, but affiſted the Ofh- 
cers; ſome ofthem charging him: in like manner, that hce had cuttheir 
purlcs alſo. 

Vpon theſe clamours aud complaints, the Potreffates Lieutenant (be- 
ing a man of rude quality ) tooke him ſodainly atide, and examined him 
ot the crimes wherewith he was charged. But /Marrelimo, as making no 
account of theſe accuſations, laughed, and returned {cofhng anſweres, 
\Whercat the Indge, waxing much diſpleaſed, delivered him over to the 
Strappado, and ſtood by himſclfe, ro haue him confefſe the crimes im- 
poſed on him, andthento hang himafterward. Being ler downe to the 
oround, the Tudge ſtill demaund*d of him, whether the accuſations a- 
gainſt him weretrue, or no ? Affrming, that it nothing auayled him ro 
deny it: whereupon hee rhus ſpake to the Indge. My Lord, I am hcere 
ready before yor, to confcſſethe truth , but Ipray you, demaund of all 
them that accuſe me, when and where I did cut their purſes,and then wil 
tell you that, which (as yet) I haue nor don2,otherwike I purpoſe to make 
yo! no more anſwers, 

_ Well (quoth the Tudge) thou requireſt bur reaſon;andcalling divers 
Qt the accuſcrs, one of them ſajde, thar he loſt his purſe cight daycs be- 
fore; another ſaide ſix, another toure, andſomelaide the very ſame day, 
Which Marteli;no kearing,replyed, My Lord,they all lic intheirthroars, 
as I will plainly proue before you. I would to God I had neuer ſer foot 
within thus City, as it is not many houres ſince my firſt entrance,and pet- 
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ſently after mine arriuall, I went (in cuill houre I may ſay tor mc)to ſee 
the Saints body, where I was thus beaten as you may bcholde, Thatall 
thisis true which I ſay vnto you, the Scigneurie Officer that keeps your 
Booke of preſentations, will teſtifie for me, as ailo the Hoſt where I am 
lodged. Wheretore 200d my Lord, if you finde all no otherwiſe, thea 
as I haue ſaid, I humbly entreate you,that vpontheſe bad mens reportes 
and falſe intormations, I may nor be thus tormented,and put in perull of 
my life, 

"W hile matters procecdcd in this manner, Marquiſe and Stechzo, vn- 
dcrſtanding how roughly the Pote;tates Lieutenant dealt with Marteline, 
and that he had already giuen him the Strappado z were in heauy per- 
plexity, ſaying tothemſclues;we haue carried this bulineiſe very badly, 
redeeming him out of the Frying pan, and flinging himinto the fire, 
Whereupon, trudging about from place to place, and mecting at length 
with their Holt, they told him truly how all had happened, whereat hee 
could not refraine from laughing. Afterward,he went with them ro one 
Maſter Alzxander Azolante, who dwclt in Trexers, and was in great cre- 
dite with the Cities - he:-fe Magiſtrate, to whom hce related the whole 
Diſcourſe ; all three earneſtly entreating him, to commiſſerate the caſe 
of poore Martell;ns. 

Mattcr A/exander, atcer he had laughed heartily at this hotte peece of 
feruice, went with him tothe Lord of Trezers, preuailing fo well with 


| him, thathe ſent to haue Martelrno brought before him, The Meſſengers 


that went for him, found him ſtanding in his ſhirt before the Tudpe, very 
ſhrewdly ſhaken with the Strappado, trembling and quaking pitifully. 
For the [udge would not heare any thing in his excuſe ; but hating him 
(p31 haps) becauſe hee was a Florentine : flatly determined to haue him 
hanged by the necke , and would not deliver him tothe Lord, vntillin 
mcere deſpight he was compeld to do it. 

The Lord of Trexers,when Martell:nocame before him, and had ac- 
quainted him truly with euery porticular : Maſter Alexander requeſted, 
that he might be diſpatched thicnce for F/orerce, becauſe hethought the 
halter to be about his necke, andthat there was no other helpe but han- 
ging. The Lord,ſmiling (along while) at the accident, and cauſing Mar- 
tellinoto be handlomely a pparrclled,deliueringthem alſo his Paſſe, they 


cle ped out of turther danger, and rarried no wheregtill they came vato 
Fiorente © 
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Rinaldo de Eſte, after hee was robbed by Theeues, arriued at Chaſleau Guil- 
laume, where he was frienaly lodged by a faire Widdow, and recompenced 
likewiſe for all his loſſes ; returning afterward ſafe and well home vnto his 


017720 houſe. 


Fp The ſecond Novell. 
po Wheyeby wee may learne, that ſuch things as ſometime ſeem hurtfull tows, 
may ture to our benefit ana commodity, 


F Iv Vch merriment was among the Ladies, hearing this Tale of May- 
> tellnos misfortunes, ſo familiarly reported by Madam Nezphyla, and 

of the racn,it was beſt reſpeRed by Philoſtrates,who f1:ting neereſt ynto 
| Neivhilithe Queene commanded his Tale to be the next,when prefently 
he began to ſpcake thus, 


: Gracious Ladies, I am to ſpeake of vniucrſall occztione,mineled with 

; - fome misfortunes in part,and par:ly with matters leaning rb loue, as ma- 

: ny timcs may happen tro ſuch people, that rrace the dangero!'s pathes of 

amorous aenres,or he not learned pertectly, to fay S. 1a/rans pater no- 

ſter, hauing go2d beddes of their owne, yer caſually mecte with worler 

Lodging. | 

Inthc time of Az2o, Marqueſle of Ferrara, there was a Marchant na- 
m*d R440 de Eſte,who being one diy ar Bolrgna, about ſome eſpeciall 
buſlincſle of his owne: his occaſions there ended,and riding from thence 
towards Yeronaghe tell in company with other Horſcmen,ſeeming tobe 
Merchants like himſelfe, bur indeede were Theeves, men of moſt badde 
lite and conuerſation ; yer he hauing _ {uch miſtruſt of them, rode on, 
CON- 
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conferring with them vety familiarly. They perceiuing him to be a Mer- 
chant; and likely to haue tome ſtore of money about him, concluded be- 
tweene themſelues to rob him, ſo ſoone as they found apt place and op- 
portunity. But becauſe he ſhould conceive no ſuch ſuſpition, they rode 
on like modeſt men, talking honeſtly & friendly with him, of good parts 
and diſpoſition appearing in him, oftcring him all humble and gracious 
ſcruice, accounting themſelues happy by his companie, as hee returned 
the ſame courteſic to them, becauſe hee was alone, and but one ſeruant 
with him. 

Falling from one diſcourſe to another, they beganne to talke of ſuch 
prayers, a5 men (in iourney) vic to ſalute God withall ; and one of the 
Theeues (they being three in number) ſpake thus to &zna/av. Sirylet it be 
no offence to you, that I deſire to know,what prayer you molt vſe when 
thus you traucll on the way ? Whereto Rza/aoreplyec in this manner, 
Totell you true Sir, I am a man grofle cnough in{uch Diuine matters, 
as medling more with Merchandize, then I do with Bookes. Neuerthe- 
Icſſe, at all times when 1am thus in journey, in the morning before I de- 
part my Chamber, I fay a Pater nofter,ard an Aue Maria for the foules of 
the father and mother of Saint Jan; and after thar,I pray God andS. 
1#/ianto ſend me a good lodging atnight. And let me te! you Sir, that 
very of:entimes heeretoforc, | hauc met with many great dangers vpon 
the way, from all which I ſtill eſcaped, and euermore (when night drew 
on) I came to an exceeding good Lodging Which makes mce firmely 
b-lceue, that Saint /u/zan (in honour of whom I ſpeake it) hath beggd of 
God fi:ch great grace for me ; and mee thinkes, that if any day I ſhould 
faile ofthis praycr inthe morning: I cannot trauaile {. curely, nor come 
to a good lodging. No doubt then Sir (quoth the other) but you haue 
{aide that prayer this morning? I would bc ſory clic, {aid Rna/de, ſuch an 
eſpecial! matter 1s notto be neglected. 

icand thereſt, who had already derermined how to hand!e him be - 
fore they parted, ſaide within themſelues : Look thou haſt ſaid thy prai- 
er, for when we haue thy money, Saint 1x/za» and thou ſhift for thy lod- 
ging. Afrerward, the ſame man thus againe conterd with him. As you 
Sir, ſo Thaue ridden many iournies, and yet I neuer vied any ſuch pray- 
cr,although I haue heard it very much commended, & my lodging hath 
p:oucd neucr the worſer, Pcrhaps this verie night will therein reſolue 
vs both, whether of vs two ſhall be the beſt lodgcd, you that haue ſaide 
the Priyer,or I that neuer vſcd it at all. But I muſt not deny, that in ſted 
thereof, I haue made vſe of ſome verles , as Dirupifti, or the Iutemerata, 
or De prefunais, which are (as my Grandmother hath often told mee) of 
very great vertue and efhcacy. 


Continuing thus in talke of diuers things, winning way,and beguiling 


_ thetime, ſtill waiting when their purpoſe ſhould ſort to effect : it fortu- 


ned, that the Theeues ſeeing they were come neere to a Towne, called 
Chaſteau Gnrlanme, by the foord of a Riuer, the houre ſomewhat late, the 
place {oliraric, and thickely ſhaded with Trees, they made their affault , 


and 
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and hauing robd him, lcfr him there on foote, ſtrip into his ſhirt, laying 
to him. Goe now and (ce, whether thy Saint «44x will allow thee this 
night a good lodging, or no, for our owne we are ſufficiently provided ; 
ſo paſſing the River, away they rode. Rina/dves ſeruant, ſeeing his Ma - 
ſter ſo ſharply aſlayled, like a wicked villaine, would not affiſt him in any 
ſort : but giuing his horſe the ſpurres, neuer left gallopping, vntill hee 
came to Chaſteau Guillaume , where hee entred vpon the point of wighr, 
providing himſclte of a lodging, bur not caring what became of his 
Maſter, 

&;naldo remaining therein his ſhirt , barc-foort and bare-legged, the 
weather extremely colde, and ſnowing inceſſantly , not knowing what 
to doe, darke nighrdrawing on, and looking round about him, for ſome 
place where to abide that night, to the end he might nor dye with colde: 
he found no helpe atall there for him, 1n regard that (no long while be. 
fore) the late warre had burnt and waſted all, and not ſo much as the leaſt 
Cortagelctr, Compelled by the coldes violence, his teeth quaking, and 
all his body trembling , heetrotted on towards Chauſteau Gaillaume, not 
knowing, whether his man was gone thither or no,or to what place cle : 
bur per{waded himſelfe, thar it he could get entrance, there was no feare 
of finding ſuccour, But betore he came within halte a mile of the Towne, 
thenights grew extreamely daike , and arriuing there ſo late, hee found 
the gates faſt lockt, and the Bridges drawae vp, ſo that no entrance might 
be admitted, 

Gricuing greatly hecreat, and being much diſcomforted, rufully hee 
went ſpying about the walls, for ſome place wherein 'to ſhrowd himſelfe, 
at leaſt, to keepe the ſnow from falling vpon him. By good hap, hee 
eſpicd an houſe vpon the wall ofthe Towne, which had a terrace iutting 
Out 25 a penthouſe, vnder which he purpoſed to ſtand allthe night, and 
then to get him gone inthe morning. Art length, hee found a doore in 
the wall, bur very faſt ſhut , and ſome ſmall ſtore of ſtrawe lying by it, 
which he gathered together, and fitting dywne thercon very penſtuely ; 
made many ſad complaints to Saint «lian, ſaying : This was nor accor- 
ding to the truſt he repoſed in her, But Saint 1ul/angtaking compaſſion vp- 
on him, without any oucr-long tarying;prouidcd him ot a good lodging,as 
you ſhall heare how. 

Inthis towne of Chaſteau Guillaume, lined a young Lady, who was a 
widdow, fo beautifull and comcly of her perſon, as {ildome was ſcene a 
more Jouely creature, The Marqueſſe Azz moſt dearely aftected her, 
and /as his choyſeſt Iewcllof delight) gaue herthar houſe to liue 1n,vn- 
der the terrace whereof poore Rinaldo made his ſhelter. It chaunced the 
day before, that the Marqueſſe was come thither, according to his fre- 
quent cuſtome, to weare away that night in her company, ſhe having ſc- 


cretly prepared a Bath for him, anda coſtly ſupper beſide. All things be- 


 Ingready, andnothing wanting but the Marqueſlc his preſence : ſudden- 


ly a Poſt brought him ſuch Letters, which commanded him inſtantly ro 
horſebacke , and word hee ſent to the Lady , to ſparc him for that night, 
G 2 becaule 
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þccauſc vrgent occaſions called him thence, and hee rode away immedi- 
ately, | 
Much diſcontented was the Lady at this vnpeRted accident, and nor 
knowing now how to ſpend the time, reſoluedto vic the Bath which hee 
had made for the Marqueſſe, and (after ſupper) berake her ſelte to reſt, 
and ſo ſhe entred intothe Bath. Cloſe to the doore where poore Riralde 
fate, ſtoode the Bath, by which meanes, ſhee being therein, heardall his 
quiuering moanes, and complaints, ſceming to be ſuch, as the Swanne 
ſinging before her death : whereupon, ſhee called her Chamber-maide, 
ſaying to her. Goe vp aboue, and looke ouer the terrace on the wall 
downe to this doore.and ſee who is there,and what he doth. The Cham- 
ber-maide went vp alott,and by alittle glimmering inthe ayre, ſhe ſaw a 
man ſitting in his (hirt, bare on fete and legges, trembling in manner be- 
fore rchearſed. She demanding of whence, and what he wasz &znalaves 
teeth (o trembled in his head, as very hardly could he forme any words, 
but({o well as he could) told her what he was, and how he came thither : 
moſt pirtifully entreating her,th:t it ſhe could affoord him any helpe,nor 
to \ufter him to ſtarue there to death with cold. 

The Chamber. maide, being much moued to compaſiion, returned 
to her Lady, and tolde her all; (he likewiſe pittying his diſtrefſe, and re- 
mem>ring ſhce had the key of that doore, whereby che Marqueſle both 
entred and returned, when he intended not to be {cenc of any, ſaid to her 


Maide. Goc,and openthe doore fottiy torhim ; we hauea good ſupper, | 


and none to hclpe toe ite 1t, and it he bea man likely, we can allow him 
one nights lodging too, The Chamber-maide, commending her Lady 
for this charitable kindneſſe, opencd the doore, and ſ{ceing hee appeged 
as haltc trozcn, ſhrelſaid viito hun, Make haſt good man, gct thee into 
this Bath, which yet 1s g00d and warme, for my Lady her {elfe c:me bur 
newly out of it, Vhercto very gladly he condiſcended,1s nor tarrying to 
be bidden ewif* ; finding himſclte {o fingularly comforted with the heare 
therceof,cuenas 1t hee had beene reſtored from dzath ro life. Then the 
Lady fcat him garments, which latcly were her deceaſed husbands, and 
3p him ſo aptly in allreſpects,2s 1t purpoſely they had begne made for 
wm, 

Artencing in further expeCarion, to know what clie the Lady would 
commaund him ; hee began to remember God and Saint 1u4/az, hartily 
thanking her, for deliuering him from fo bad a night as was threatned to» 
wards him, and bringing him to ſo good entertainment, Afer all this, 
the Lady cauſing a faire re to be made inthe neereſt Chamber beneath, 
went and fate by it her ſelfe, demaunding how the honeſt man fared. 
Madame, anſweredthe Chamber-maide, now thathe is in your deceaſcd 
Lords garments, he appeareth to bea vcry goodly Gentleman,and (que- 
ſtionlefle) is of reſpeRive birth andbreeding, well deleruing this graet- 
ous tauour which you haue affoorded him. Goe then (quoth the: ady) 
and conduft him hither , ro it bythis fire, and ſup heere with mee, for! 
tear he hath had bur a forrie ſupper. When &/naldo was cntred intothe 


Chamber, 
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Chamber, and beheld herto be ſuch abeaurifull Tady, accolnting' his: 
fortune to exccede all compariſon, he did her moſt humble reverence, ex-" 
preſling ſo muchthankefulneſſe as paſſibly he could/tor this her{exrraor-. 


di ce and fauour. 97 onde 17 ME 
TheLady fixing a ſtedfaſt eye vypon-him, well liking his gentlc lan- 


- 


puage and behaujonr, perceivingalſo, how hitly her deceaſed husbands 


apparell was formed to his perſon, and reſembling kim ii all familiar re- 
ſpes,he appeared{in her judgement) farre beyondthe Chatnbermaides 
commendarions of him ; ſo praying him to {it downe by her before the 


fire, ſhe queſtioned with him, concerning this vahappy nights accident 


befalne him, wherein hefully reſolued her, and ſhee was the tnore per- 
ſwadcd,by reaſon of his ſeruants comming into the Towne before night, 
aſſuring him,that heſhould be found for him early jn the morning. 

Supper being ſerucd into the Table, and hee ſeared according as rhe 
Lady commanded, ſhee began to obſerue him very conliderately ; for. 
he wasa goodly man, compleare in all perfection of perſon, a delicate 
pleaſing countenance, a quicke alluring eye, fixed and conſtant, not wan- 
ronly gadding, in the jouiall yourhfulnefſe of his time, andrrueſt remper 
for amorous apprehenſion ; all theſe were a3 battering engines againit a 
Bulwatke of no ſtrong refiſtance , and wrought ſtrangely vpon her flexi- 
ble affections. And though ſhee fed heartily, as occaſion conſtrained, 
yet her thoughts had entertained a new kinde of dict, digeſted onely by 
the eye; yet ſo cunningly concealed, that no motiue to immodeſty could 
be diſceracd, Her mercy thus extended to him in miſery, drew on (by 
Table diſcourſe)his birth,education; parents, friends,ard alies;his wealthy 
poſſeſſions by Merch:ndize,and a found ſtability in his cſtare, but above 
all (and beſt of all) theſingle and fol: condition of a batcheler; an apt and 
ealtc ſtecleto ſtrike fire;elpecially ypon ſuch quicke taking tinder,and ina 
time fauoured by Fortune, 

No imbarment remained, but remembrance of the Marqueſlc , and 
that being ſummoned to her more aduiſed conſideration, her youth and 
beauty ſtood vp as conſcious accuſers, for blemiſhing her honour and 
faire repute,with lewd and luxurious life, far yofit for a Lady of her de- 
gree, and well worthy of generall condemnation. What ſhould [ further 
ſay? ypona ſhort conference with her Chamber-maide, repentance for 


finne paſt, arid folemne promife of a conſtant conuerſion, thus thee deli- 
uered her minde to Rinaldo, 


Sir,as you hauetclated your Fortunesto mee, by this your caſuall hap- 


pening hither, if youcan like the motion ſo well as ſhee that makes it, 
my deceaſed Lord and Husband living ſo perfectly in your perſon; this 
houſe, and all mine is yours ; and of a widdow Þ will become your wife, 
except(vnmanly)you deny me. &na/do hearing theſe words, & procce- 
ding froma Lady of ſuch abſolute perfeRions, preſuming ypon ſo proud 
an offcr, and condemning himſelf: of folly if he ſhould refuſc ir, thus re- 
plied. Madam,conſidering thar | ſtand bound for eucr heereafter,tocon- 
teſle that you are the gracious preſcruerof my life, and I no way able to 
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retyrne requirall ; if you'pleaſe ſoro ſhadow mine inſufficiencie, and ta 
accepe me ard my faireſt fortunes to doe you ſeruice : let me dic before 
a thought of deniall,or,any way to yecld you the leaſt diſcontentment. 

Heere wanted burta Prieſt to toyne their hands, as mutuall affeRion 
already had done their hearts, which being ſealed with infinit kifſe's, the 
Chamber-maide called vp Friar Roger her Confefſor, and wedding and 
bedding were both cffefted before the bright morning, In breete, the 
Marqueſſe hauing heard of the marriage, did not miflike it, but confir; 
med it by great and honourable giftes ; and hauing ſent tor his diſhoneſt 
Scruant, he diſpatched him (after ſound reprehenfion)to Ferrara, with 
Letters to Rzpaldoes Father and Friends, of all the accidents that had be- 
falne him. Morconer, the very ſame morning, the three Theeues thax 
had robbed, and ſo illintreated Rznaldo, for another facte by them the 
lame night committed, were taken, and brought to the Towne of Cha- 


fleau Guillaume, where they were hanged for their offences, and Rinaldo 


with his wite rode to Ferrara. 


Three young Gentlemen, being prethren,ani hauing ſpent all their Lands and 
peſſe[510ns wainely, became poere, A Nephew of theirs ( falling almoſt into 
4s deſperate a condition ) became acquainted with an Abbot grhom he after. 
ward found tebe the King of Enzlands Daughter, ana made him her Huſ- 
band in mariage, recompencing all his Vncles loſſes,and ſeating them againe 
21: good eſtate. | bots | 

The Third Nouell, 


Wherein is declared the dangers of Prodigalutie, & the manifold mutabilities 
of Fortune. | 
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He fortunes of Rinaldo de Eſte, being heard by the Ladies and Gen- 


tlemen, they admired his happineſſe, andcommended his deuotion 


to 
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ro Saint 1«//a7,, who (in. fuch extreame neceſſity} lent him {0 good ſuc- 
cour. Nor was the Lady to be blamed.for leaving bale liberty,and con-+ 
verting to the chaſte. cmbracts'of the marriage bed, the dignuty of Vo; 
mens honour, and eternall diſgraceliuing otherwiſe. While thus they 
deſcanted on the happy night berweete her and K/ya/do, Madam Pampr- 
nea ſitting nextro Phzloftratus, conſidering, that her Diſcourſe muſt tol- 
low in ordcr; and thinking on what ſhee was to fay;; theQueene had 'no 
ſooner ſent our her command, but ſhe being no lefle faire then forward, 
began in this manner. | | 
Ladies of great reſpeRtzrhe more we conferre on the accideats of For- 
tune,ſo much the more remaineth tocon{ider on her mutabilitigs, wherc+ 
in there is no need of wonder,it diſcreetly we obſcrue that al ſuch things 
as we fondly tearme tobe our owne, are in her power,- and ſo- (conlc- 
quently) change from onerto another, without any ſtay or arreſi{accor: 
ding to her concealed iudgememt) or ferted order; (at leaſt) that can bee 
knowneto vs. Now, although rhc{e things appeare thus dayly to vs, 
cuen apparantly in all occaſtons, and as hath beene diſcerned by ſome of 
our precedent Diſcourſes; yet notwithſtanding, {-eing it preg the 
Queenc,th:t our arguments ſhould aime ar theſc ends, 1 will 2dde tothe 
former cales another of my owne, perhaps not ynprotitable torthe hea- 
rcrs, nor vnpleaſing in obſcruation, 1 
-. Sometime heerctofore, there dwelt in our. Cittie, a Knightnamed 
Signior Theobaldo, who (according as fume report)-itlued trom the Fa- 
mily of Lambert, but o:hers deriue hum of the 4goiartis guiding, (per- 
haps)their opinion heerein, more from the traine of Children, belong- 
ing tothe faide Theobalao (evermoreequiail to that of the Age/artz;)thena- 
ny other matter cl{e. But ſetting afide from which ottheſe two houſes 
he came, I ſay,thart in his time he was a'very wealthy Knight, & had three 
fonnes; the fir{t being named Lamberto,the ſecond Theoba/do, & the third 
Azgolanto, all goodly and gracctall youths : howbci:, the c)deſt had nor 
compleared ceighteene yeares, when Signior Th-ovaldorhe Fathey decca- 
{cd,who lcte them all his goods and inheritances. And they,ſeeing them- 
ſclues rich in ready monics and reuennewes,withour any other goucrne- 
men: then their owns voluntary diſpoſition,kept no reſtraint vpon their 
expences,but maintained many ſeruants, and {tore of vnvalewable Hor- 
ſes, beſide Hawkes and Hounds,with open houſe for all commers ; and 
not onely all delights elſe ht for Gent men,but what vanities belide beſt 
agreed with their wanton and youthfull appetites. 
Not long had they run on this race, but the Treaſures lefre them-by 
their Father, began greatly todiminiſh z and their Revennewes: ſuffiled 
nor, to report ſuch lauiſh expencesas they hadbeguo : but they fell to 
engaging and pawning their inheritances, {c}l:ng one to day, and ano- 
ther ro marrow, ſo that they ſuw themſelues quickely come to nothing, 
and then pouerty opzned their eyes, which prodigalicy had before clozed 
VP. -Heereupon, Lamberto(on a.day) calling his Bretbren tohim, ſhe- 
wed them what the honors of thcir Father had becne,to what beight bis 
wealth 
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"TheSecond Day, 


calth amounted, and now to what anebbe of it was falne,on- 
Iytherew their inordinate cx , Wherefore hee counſclled them, 


Pences« 

{45 beſt he could)before further miſery inſulted ouer them, to make ſale 
ofthe ſmall remainder that was lefr, and then to berake themſclues vnto 
ſome other abiding, where fairer Fortune might chance to ſhine vppon 
them. 

This aduice preuailed with them , and fo, without taking leaue of any 
body, or other ſolemnity then cloſeſt ſecrecie, they departed from Fle- 
rence,not tarrying in any place vntill they were arriued in Eng/ana,Com- 
ming to the City of London,and takingthere a ſmall houſe ypon yeare- 
ly renr, liuing on ſo little charge as poſſibly might be, they began tolend 
out money at vie: wherein Fortune was ſo fauourable tothem, that (in 
few ycares)they had gathered agreat ſumme of mony:by means where- 
of it came to paſſe, that one while one ofthe, and afterward another, 
returned backe againe to Florence ; where, with thoſe ſummes, a great 
part of their inhetitances were redeemed, and many other bought be- 
ſide. Linking themſclues in marriage, and yet continuing their viances 
in England ; they ſent a Nephew of theirs thither, named Aleſſanaro, a 
yong man, and of faire demeanor, to maintaine their ſtocke in employ- 
ment : while they three remained ſtil in F/orence, and growing forgettul 
of their former miſcry,fell againe into as vnreaſonable expences as cuer, 
neuer reſpeRing their houſhold charges, becauſe they had good credite 
among the Merchants, and the monics (till ſent from A/eſſazaro, ſuppor- 
ting their expences diuers yceres. 

The dealings of Aleſſandro in England grew verie great, for hee lent 
out much money to many Gentlemen, Lords, and Barons of the Land, 
vpon engagement of their Mannors, Caſtles,and other reuennues: from 
whence he deriued immeaſurable benefite. While the three Brethren 
held on in thcir lawiſh expences, borrowing moneys when they wanted 
vntilltheir ſupplies came from England, whereon (indeede) was theyr 
onely cependance : it fottuncd,that(contrary to the opinion of all men) 
warre happened berweene the King of England, and one of his fonnes, 
which occaſtoned much trouble in the whole Countrey, by taking part 
on either {ide,ſome with the ſonne,and other with the Father. In regard 
whereof, thoſe Caſtles and places pawned to Aleſſandro, were ſodainely 
ſeized from him, nothing then remaining, that turned him any profite . 
Bur liuing in hope day by dzy,that peace would be concluded betweene 
the Father and the Sonne, he neucr doubted, bur all things then ſhould 
be reſtored to him, both the principall and intereſt, &therfore he would 
not depart out of the Countrey. 

Thethree Brethren at Florexce, bounding within no limites their diſ- 
ordered ſpending; borrowed dayly more and more. And after ſome few 
yeares,the creditors ſeeing noeffett of their hopes to come from them, 


all credit being loſt withthem,and no repayment of promiſed dues, they 


were impriſoned, their Landes andall they had, not ſuffiſingto pay the 
moitic of Debts, but their bodies remained io priſon for the reſt, theyr 


Wiucs 


. "4 & 4 4 
q ws & "OT. 
SHR W435 i .> # 


, We... 


T gouerned by «Madam Philomena, © 


37 


Wiucs and young children being ſent thence, ſome to one village, ſome 
to another, ſo that nothing now was to be expected, bur pouerty and mi- 
ſcry of life for cuer. 

As for honeſt Aleſſandro, who had awaited long time for peace in Eng- 
land, perceyuing there was no likelyhoode of it ; and conſidering 2lſo, 
that(bcfide his rarrying there in yaine to recauer his dues)he was in dan- 
ger of his life ; without any further deferring, he ſer away for Italy. It 
came to paſſe, that as he y{lued foorth of Bruges, hee ſaw a yourg Abbot 
alſo iourneying thence, being cloathed in white, accompanicd with di- 
uers Monkes, anda great traine before, conducting the needtull Carri- 
age. Twoauncient Knights, kinſmen to the King,tollowed 2trer, with 
whom Aleſſandro acquainted himſclte,as hauing formerly known them, 
and was kindely accepted into, their company. Aleſ/anaro riding along 
with them, courteouſly requeſted roknow, whatthoſe Monks were that 
rede b<fore, and ſuch atrame attending on them? V/ hereto one of the 
Knights thus anſwered. 

He that ridcth before, is a yong Gentleman, and our Kinſman, who is 
newly cletcd Abbot of one of the beſt Abbeys in'England, and becauſe 
he is more yong in yecres, then the drcrees tor ſuch a dignity do allow, 
we trauaile with him to Rome,to entreat our Holy Father,that his yourh 
may be diſpenſed withall, and he confirmed in the ſaid dignitic ; but hee 
1s not to ſpeakea word to any perſon. On rode this new Abbot, fome- 
times before his Traine,and other whiles after, as we {ce great Loids vie 
to do,when they ride ypon the High-wayes. 

It chanced on aday, that AleJazdro rode ſotnewhat neete tothe Ab- 
bot, who ſtedfaſtiy beholding him, perceived that he was a very comely 
young man, ſo affable. louely, and gracious, that cuen in tlits fiſt en- 
counter, he had neuer ſ-ene any man betore that better pleaſed him.Cal: 
ling him a little cloſcr,he began to conferre familiarly with him,deman- 
ding what he was, whence he came.,,and whether he trauclled. Alc{an- 
aroimparted freely to him all his affazes, in euery thing ſatisfy ing his 
demands, and oft:zring(although his power was ſmall) to doe him all the 
{eruice he could. 

When the Abbot had heard his gentle anſweres, ſo wiſcly & diſcreets 
ly de)iucred, conſidering alſo (more particularly) his commendable car- 
rtage, hee rooke him _ (at the leaſt) a well-boarne Gentleman,and fas 
diffcring from his owne logger headed traine. Whercefore,tuking com» 
paſſion on his great misfortunes, he comforted him very kindly,wiſhing 
him to live alwayesin good hope. For, it he were vertuous and honeſt, 
he ſhould ſurely attaine tothe ſcare from whence Fortune had throwne 
him, or rather much higher, Intreating him allo, that ſeeiog be journi- 
ed towards Tuſcazy, as he himſclte did thelike,to continue ſtil Gf he plea- 
ſed) in his company. 4/:{ax4ro moſt humbly thanked tum for ſuch gra- 
ctous comfart ; proteſting, that he would be alwaics readie to do what- 
ſocuer he commanded. Thi: iu 

The Abbot riding on, with neyer crotchets in his braine then = = 

ore 
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before the ſight of Aleſſandro, it fortuned, that after diuers dayes of tra- 
uaile, they < to a mr Country Village, which affoorded little ſtore 
of Lodging, and yet the Abbot would needes lye there. Aleſſandro, be- 
ing well acquainted with the Hoſte of the houſe, willed himto prouide 
for the Abbot and his people, and then to lodge him where hee thoughr 
ir meeteſt. Now beforethe Abbots comming thither, the Harbenger 
thatmarſhalled all ſuch matters, had prouided for his Traine in the Vil- 
lage, ſome in one place, and others elſewhere, in the beſt maner that the 
Towne could yeelde. But when the Abbot had ſup, a grear part of the 
night being ſpent, and cuery one elſe at his reſt 3 Aleſſandro demaunded 
of the Hoſte, what prouiſion he had made for him, and how hee ſhould 
be lodged that night * ; 

In 20od ſadneſſe Sir (quoththe Hoſt) you ſeethar my houſe is full of 
Guelts, ſo that I and my people, muſt gladly ſleepe on the tables & ben- 
ches : Neuertheleſſe, next adioyning tro my Lord Abbots Chamder, 
there are certaine Corn-lofts, whether can cloſely bring you, and ma- 
king ſhift there with a ſlender Pallet bed, it may ſerucfor one night, in- 
{ted of a better, But mine Hoſt (quoth A/eandro) how canT paſſe tho- 
row my Lords Chamber, whichis fo little, as it would not allow Lod- 
ging for any of his Monkes? If | had remembred ſo much(faid the Hoſt) E 
before the Curtaines were drawne, 'I could haue lodged his Monkes in = 
the Corne-lofts, and then both you and I might have flept where now 
they doe. But fearc you not, my Lords Curtaines are cloſe drawne, hee 
ſleepeth /no doubt) ſoundly, and T can conueigh you thither quietly e- 
novgh, without the lcaſt diſturbance to him, and a Pallet-bed ſhall be fit- 2 
ted cher? for you. Aleſſandro perceiuing that all this might be eafily done, F 
and no difcale offered tothe Abbot, accepted it willingly,and went thi- E, 
ther without any noyle at all. : 
| My Lord Abbot, whoſethoughts were ſo buficd about amorous de- 
ſires,that no fleepeat all could enter his cyes, heard all this ralke between 
| the Hoſt and Ale/anaro, and alſo where hee was appointed to Lodge, 
wh he {aide thus within himſelfe. Secing Fortune hath fitted me with a pro- 
| pittoustime, to compaſſethe happineſle of my hearts defire ; I know no 
reaſon why I ſhould refuſe it. Perhaps, 1 ſhall ncuer haue the like offer 
againe, or cuer be enabled with ſuchan opportunitie. So, beeing fully 
determined to proſecute his intention, and perſwading himfelfalſo,thar 
the ſi!ence of the night had beſtowed ſleepe on all the reſt; with a lowe 
and trembling voyce,hecalled Alc7andro, aduifing him to come and lye 
downe by him, which [after ſome few faint excules) he did,and putting 
| oft tus cloarhs, lay downe by the Abbot, being not a little proude of fo 
gracious a fauour. | 
| | The A bbor, laying his arme ouer the others body, beganto imbrace X 
| and hugge him ; euenas amorous friends / prouoked by carneſt affei- * 
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on) vie ro doe. Whereat Aleſandroverie much meruayling, and being 
an Iralian himſelfe, fearing leaſt this folly in the Abbor, would convert h 
to foule and diſhoneſt aRtion,ſhrunke modeſtly from him. Which the 


Abbot 


is 4 1 OOO oo zzw_. a 
bh _ _ - 


gonerned by »Madam Philomena. 36 


Abbot percciuing, and doubting leaſt A/cſ/andro would depart and leaue 
him, pleaſantly {miling,and with baſhfull behaviour baring his ſtomack, 
he tooke Aleſſardrees hand, and laying it thereon, ſaidezA/e//araro,let all 

' bad thoughts of beſtiall abuſe be farre off from rhee,and fecle hetero re+ 
ſolue thee from all ſuch feare; Alleſandro feeling the Abbots breſt, found 
there two pretty little mountaines, round, plumpe, and ſmooth, appea- 
ring as if they had beene of polithed Iuory ; whereby he perceived, rhat 
the Abbot was a woman': which;ſetting an edge on his youthful deſires, 
made him fall ro embracing, and/immediately he offered ro kifle her;bur 
ſhe ſomewhat rudely opbbing him, as halfe offended, faide. 

Aleſſandro, torbeare ſuch boldneſle, vppon thy lives perill, and before 
thou further preſume totouch me,vnderſtand what I ſhall ell thee. Iam 
(as thou perceiueſt Jno man,but a woman ; and departing a Virgin from 
my Fathers Houſe,am travelling towards the Popes holineflc,to the end 
that he ſhould beſtow me in mwrrizge. But the other day,when firſt I be- 
held thee, whether it proceeded trom thy happineſſe in fortune, or the 

: fatall houre of my owne infeliciry for cver,l know not; I conceyucd ſuch 

1 an cffeuall kinde of liking towardes thee, as neuer did Woman Joue a 
* man moretruely then I doe ther, hauing ſworn within my foule to make 

thee my Husband before any other; and if thou wilt nor accepr me as 

thy wite,ſetalocke vpon thy lipp:s concerning iwhart thou haſt heard,and 
depart hence to thine owne bed againe. 

No doubt, but thattheſe were ſtrange newes to Ale//andro, and ſee- 

-med meerely as a miracle to hitn. '' What ſhee was, he knew nor, bur ir 

regard of her traine arid company, hee reputed her to be both noble and 

rich, asalſo ſhe was wonderfull taire and beautifull. His owne fortunes 
* ſtoodoutof future expeAation by his kinſmens oucrthrow, & his great 
loſfea is England; wherefore, upon an opportunity ſo faircly offered, he 
held it no wiſedome to returne refuſall, but accepred her gracious moti- 
on, and referred all to her diſpoſing. Shee ariſing out of her bed, called 
him to alictle Table ſtanding by, where hung a faire Crucifixe vpon the 
wall ; betore which, and calling him ro witneſſe,that ſuffered ſuch bitter 
and crucll torments on his Crofle, putting a Ring vpon his finger, there 
ſhe faithfully eſpouſed him, refuſing all the wortd,to be onely his:which 
being on either ſide confirmed ſolemnly,by an holy Vow,and chaſte kiſ- 
ſes; ſhee commanded him backe to his Chamber,and ſhe returned to her 
bed againe, ſufficiently ſatisfied with her Loues acceptation, and fothey 
tournicd on till they came to Rome. 

When they had reſted themſclues there for ſome few dayes, the ſup- 
poſed Abbor, with the two Knights,and noneclfe in company bur A/e/- 
ſanaro,went before the Pope,and hauing done himfuch reverence as be- 
> feemedithe Abbot began to ſpeake in this manner. 

Holy Father (as you know much better then any other) cucric one 
that defireth to liue well and vertuouſly, ought to ſhunne /(o farre as in 
them lyeth) all occaſions that may induce tothe contraric. To the end 
therctore, that (who defire nothing more then to liue within the com- 
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aſſe of a vertuous conuetſation, may perfet my hopes inthis behalke : 

haue fled from my Fathers Court, and am come hither in this habite as 
you ſee, rocraue therein your holy and fatherly furtherance. I am daugh 
ter tothe King of England,and haue ſufficiently furniſhed my ſelfe wth 
ſome of his Treaſures, that your Holinefſe may beſtow mc 1n marriage ; 
beczuſe mine vnkind Father,ncuer regarding my youth and beauty( infe- 
rior to few in my natiue country )would marry metothe King of Nerth- 
Wales,an aged, impotenr, andfickely man. Yet let me tell your ſanctity, 
that his age and weakencfſe hath not ſo much occationed my flight, as 
feare of mine owne youth and frailety 3 when being married to him,in- 
ſtead of loyall and vaſtained life, lewd and diſhoneſt deſires might make 
me to wander, by breaking the diuine Lawes of wedlocke, andabuſing 
the royall blood of my Father. 

As I trauailed hither with this vertuous intention, our Lord, who 
on:ly knoweth p:rfefily, wha is beſt fitting for all his creatures; preſen- 
ted mine cycs(no doubt in his meere mercy and goodneſſe) with a man 
meete to be my husband, which (pointing to Aleſſandro) is this young 
Gentleman ſtanding by me, whole honeſt, vertuous, and cimlldemea- 
nour, de{erueth a Lady of farre greater worth, although (perhaps) Nos 
bility in blood be denicd him,and may make him ſecme not fo excellenr, 
as one deriued from Royall diſcent, Holy and religious vowes haue paſt 
betweene vs both, and the Ring on his finger, is the firme pledge of my 
faith and conſtancie, neucr to accept any othcr man in marriage, but 
him oncly, although my Father, @r any c}{c doe diflike ir. VV herefore 
(holy Father) the principall cauſe of my commipg hither, being already 
effeftually concluded on, I d:firero compleat the reſt of my Pilgiimage; 
by viſiting the ſanCtified places inthis City,wherot there arc great plen- 
ty : And alſo, that ſacred marciage, being contracted inthe preſence of 

God onely, betweene Aleſſandro and wy {cIfe,may by you be publikely 
confirmed, and in an open congregation. For,ſecing God hath fo ap- 
pointed it, and our ſouls hauc fo folemne'y vowed it, tharno diſaſter 
whatlocucr can alter it : you being Gods Vicar hete on earth, ] hope will 
not gain*-ſay, but confirme it with your fatherly benediQtion, that wee 
may lue in God: teare,and dye in his fauour, 

Pcriwade your feluts (faire Ladies) that Aleſſandro was in no meane 
admiration, when hce heard, that his wife was daughter tothe King of 


England, vaſpeakable ioy (queſtionleſſe) wholly overcame himebutthe 


two Knights were nota little troubled and offende?, ar ſuch a ſtraunge 
and vnexpedcd accident, yea, ſo violent weretheir paſſions, that had 
they be-ne any whereelſe, then inthe Popes preſence, A/eſſandrohad 


felt their furie, and (perhaps) the Princeſl: her {clte too. On the other" 


| ide, the Pope was much amazed at thehabite the went diſguiſed in, and 
- ey ic at og a ctuon of her husband ; bur, perceuing there was no Ie- 
ſtance to be ma c againſt it, hee yeelded the more willingly to ſarisfic 
her dcfire, And therefore, having firſt comforted the two Koights,and 
mace peace betweene themythe Princeſle, and Aleſſandro, he gaue order 

for 
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for the reſt that was to be done, 

Whcathe appoinred day for the folemnity was come, hce cauſed the 
Princefle (cloathed in molt rich and royall garments} to appear before 
all the Cardinals, and many other, gre7. perlons:then'in preſence, who 
werecometothis worthy Feaſt, whichnze had cauſed purpolely ro bce 
prepared, whete {1c ſcemed (o faire and goodly a Lady,that every eye was 
highly delighted to behold her, commending her with no mcane 2umira- 
tion. Inlike manner was Aleſ/azare greatly honoured by the two Knighes, 
bring moſt ſumptuous in appearance, .and not ikea man that had lent 
money to vſury, bur rather of very royall quality ; the Pope himſelte ce- 
lcbrating the marriage berweene them , which being finiſhed, with*the 
moſt magnificent pompe that could be deviſed, hee gaue then his bene + 

= COCition,andlicenccd their departure thence, 
7 Alc/Janaro, his Princeile and her traine thus leaving Rome, they would 
” necedes vilite Florence, where the newes of this accident was flong before) 


> Knighthoodc, and (tor his greater dignitic ) created him Earle of 
=* Cornerall, 

And ſuch was the noble ſpirit of 4lefandro, that he pacified the trou- 
bles betweene the King and his ſonne, wherconcnſued great comfort to 
the Kingdome, winning the loue and” tauour of all the people ; and Ago- 
{1nto(by the meancs of Aleſſandro) recoucred all that was due to him and 
[is brethren in En2lana,returning richly home to Florence,Count Aleſſan- 
dro (his kinſman) hauing firſt dub'd him Knight, Longtime he liucd in 
prace and tranquility , with the faire Princefle his wife, proving to be fo 
abſolute in wiſedome, and fo famous a Souldier; that (as ſome report)by 
aſſiſtance of his Father in law, he conquered the Realme of 1re/and, and 
was crowned King thereof, 


= noyled, andthey receiued by the Citizens inroyall manner.” There did 
” ſhce dcliuerthe three brethren out of priſon, hawng firſt paycd all their: 
® debts, andreleated them againe (with rheir wiucs) in their former inhe. 
z rirances and poſſeſſions. Afterward, departing irom Florence, 2nd Aoo- 
” Uanto, oneotthe Vncles trauailing with them to Paris; they were there 
> alſo moſt honourably entertained by the King of Fraxce. From whence 
> the two Knights went before for Eng/ana, and preuailed fo ſucceſletully 
> withtheKing, that hee recciued his Caughrerinto grace and fauour, as 
> alſo his Sonne in law her husband, to whom hee gaue the order of 
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Landolpho Ruffolo, falling into powerty, became 4 Pirate onthe Seas, and 
being taken by the Genewayes, hardly eſcaped drowning : W hich yet(nenex. 
theleſſe) he did, vpen 4 litile Cheit or Coffer, full of very rich Jewels being 
carried thereon to Cortu, where he was well entertained by a good woman ; 
And afterward, returned richly home to his owne houſe. 

The fourth Nonell, 
tthereby may be diſcerned, into how many dangers a man may fall, through a 
conetous defire to enrich himſelfe. 


———— 


Adam Lavretta,fitting next to Madam Pampinez,and ſeeing how tri. 

umphantly ſhe had finiſhed her diſcourfe ; withour attending any 
thing elſe, ſpake thus, Gracious Ladies, we ſhall neuer behold (in mine 
opinion) a greater a& of Fortune,thento ſee a manſo ſuddainly exalted, 
even from the loweſt depth of pouerty, toa Royall eſtare of dignity ; as 
the diſcourſe of Madam Pampinea hath made good,by the happy aduance- 
ment of Aleſſandro. And becaule it appearcth neceſſary, that whoſoeuer 


| diſcourſcth on rhe ſubie& propoſed, ſhould no way vary from the very 
lit ſame termes, I ſhall norſhametorell atale,which,thovgh it containe fax 
' | preater miſhapes thenthe former, may ſortro as happy an iſſue, albcir nor 
| ſonoble and magnificent. In which reſpeR, it may (perhaps) merit the 


leſle attention ; bur howſocuer that fault ſhall be found in you, I meane to 
diſcharge minc owne duty. 
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- Opinion hath made it famous for long time, that the Sea-coaſt of 8he- 
gium to Gaieta,is rhe onely delaQtable part of all /zaly, wherein, ſomewhat 
| | necre to Salerwv, is aſhore looking vpon the Sea, which the — 

there 
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there dwelling , doe callthe coaſt of Ma/fy, full of ſmall Townes,Gar. 
dens, Springs,and wealthy men, trading in as many kindes of Merchan- 
dizes, asany other people that I know. Among which Townes, there is 
one, named Rauedo, wherein (as yer to this day there are rich people) 
there was (not long fincce) a very wealthy man, named Zande/pho Ruffolo, 
who being not concented with his riches, but coueting to multiply rhetn 
double and trebble, fecllin danger, to looſe both himlelfe and wealth ro+ 

cther. 

, This man (as other Merchants are wont to doe) after hee had con- 
ſidercd on his affaircs, bought him a very goodly Ship, lading it with di- 
ucrs ſorts of Metchandizes, all belonging to himſelfe onely, and making 
his voyageto the Iſle of Cyprus, Where he found , ouer and beſide the 
Mcrchandizes he had brought thither, many Ships more there zrriued, 
and a]l laden with the fame commodities, in regard whereof, it was 
necdefull for him, not onely to make a good Mar: of his goods; but alfo 
was further conſtrained (1t hee meant to vent his commoditics) ro fcll 
them away (almoſt) tor nothing , endangering his vtter deſtru&tion and 
oucrthrow. VWhereupon, gricuing exceedingly at fo grcat a loſſe, not 
knowing what to doc, and [ceing, that from very aboundant wealth, hee 
was likcly to fall into as low pouerty: he relolued to die,orto recompence 
his loſſes vpon others, becauſc he would norreturne home poore, hauing 
departed thence ſo rich, 

Meeting witha Merchant , that bought his great Ship of him ; with 
the money made thereof, and alſo his other Merchandizes, hee pur- 
chaſed another, being a lighter veſlcl}, apt and proper for the vſc of a Pie 
rate, armirg and furniſhing it in ample manncr, for rouing and robbing 
vpon the Seas. Thus het begin ro make other mens goods his owne, 
= <elpecially from the Tukes he tooke much wealth, Fortune being alwayes 
= therein ſo fauourableto him , that hee could neuer compaſle the like by 
= trading. So that, within the ſpace of one yeare, hee hadrobd and taken 
ſomany Gallies from the Tarke ; that he found himfelfe well recoucred, 
not onely of all his loſſes by Merchandize, but l:kewiſe his wealth was 
who)ly rcdoubled. Finding his lofles ro be very liberally required, and 
hauing now ſufficicat, it were tolly to hazard a ſecond fall ; whercfore, 
contcrring with his owne thoughts, and tiading that he had enough, and 
needed not ro couct after more: he fully concluded, now to returne home 
ro his 2wne houſe againe;and liue vpon his goods thus gotten, | 

Continuing ſtill in teare of the loſſes he had ſuſtained-by traffique, and 
mining neuer more to imploy his money that way, but ro'keep rhis light 
vefl:11, which had holpen him to all his wealth:he commanded his men to 
pur torch their Oares, and (hape their courſe for his owne dwelling.Being 
alofrin the higher Seas, dacke night oucr-tiking them, 'and a mighty 
winde {uddainly comming vpon them : ir notonely was contrary to 
their courſe, burheld on with ſuch impetuons violence ; that the ſmall 
veflcll, being vnable to endure it, tnadeto land-ward ſpeedily, and in cx- 
>. Ppcaationota more friendly wind, entreda little portof the Sca,direting 
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—vpintoa ſmall Iſland, andthere ſafely ſheltred it ſc]fe. Into the ſame port 
which Lavdolpho had thus raken for his refuge, entred ({oone atter) rwo 
great Carrackes of Genewayes, Iarely come from Conſtantineple. When 
the men in them had eſpied the ſma]l Barke,and lockt vp her paſlage from 
getting forth z vnderſtandingthe Owners name, andthat report had fa- 
med him to be very rich,they determined (as men cuermore addicted na- 
turally, to couct after money and ſpoile) ro make it their owneas a prize 
at SEA, 

Landing ſome ſtore of their men, well armed with Croſſe-bowes and 
other weapons, they tooke poſſeſſion of ſucha place, where none durſt 
iſſue forth of the {mall Barke, but endangered his life with their Darts and 
Arrowes. Entering aboord the Barke, and making it their owne by full 
poſſeſſion, all the men they threw ouer-boord, without ſparing any but 
Lando/pho himſciſe, whom they mounted into one of the Carrackcs, lea- 
ing him nothing buta poore (hirtof Maile on his backe, and havi 
riflcd the Barke of all her riches, ſunke it intothe bottome ot che {ca. The 
day following, the rough windesbcing calmed, the Carrackes ſet taile as 
gainc, hauinga proſperous paſlige all the day long ; but vponthe en- 
trance of darke night, the wind: s blew more tempcſtuouſly then betore, 
and ſwcld the Sea in ſuch rude {tormes, that the two Carracks were ſun- 
dered each from other, and by violence of the tempeſt it came to paſſe, 
thatthe Carracke wherein lay poore miſcrable Zaydolpho (beneath the 
Ifle of Ceph1/0374) ran againſt a rocke, and cuen asa glaſſc againſt a wall, 
{» ſplit the Carracke in pceces, the goods and merchandize floating on 
the Sea, Chefts, Coffers, Beds, and {uch like other things,as often hapneth 
in {uch Iamcntable accidents, | 

Now, notwithſtanding the niglts obſcurity, and impetnous violence 
of the billowes ; ſuch as could ſwimme, made ſhift to laue their liues by 
wirming. Others caught hold on ſuch things , as by Fortunes fauour, 
floatcd neereſt to them, among whom, diſtreſſed La: de/pho, dcfirous to! 
ſauc [us lite, it poſſibly it might be, eſpicd a Cheſt or Coffer before him, 
ordained (no doubt) to bethe meancs of his ſatety tram drowning, Now 
although the day betore, he had withed for dearh infiaite times, rather: 
thento returne home in ſuch wretched pouerty ; yer, ſeeing how other! 
mcn ſtrouc tor ſafety of their liues by any helpe, were it ncucr ſo lictle, hee: 
tooke aduantage of this fauour officed him,and the rather in a necelliticſs! 
vigenr, K-eping taſt ypon the Coffer fo well ashecould, and being dris* 
ucn by the winds and waues,one while this way,and anon quite contrary, 
he made [hift forhimlſclte till day appeared ; when looking cuery wayas! 
bout him, ſeeing nothing bur clouds, the ſeas and the Coffer, which ane © 
while ſhrunke from vnder him, and another while p 

| cing =O FInges and was Catried s : allrhat "a 

| oated vp and downe, drinking more then willingly hee would. but ak © 

; moſt hunger-ſtarued thorow want of foode. The How morning, cithev 

| by the appointment of heauen or 

who was (well-ncere) become a $ 
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about the Cheſt,as we haue ſeene ſame doe, who (dreading drowning) 
take hold on any the very ſmalleſt helpe;drew neere vato the ſhore of the 
Tland Corfu, where (by good fortune) a poore woman was ſcouring dis 
ſhes with the ſale water and ſand,to make them{houſe-wife like)neate and 
cleane. | 
When ſhee ſaw the Cheſts drawing neere her, and not diſcerning the 
ſhape of any man, ſhee grew fearefull,and retyting from it, cried our a-: 
loude, He had no power of ſpeaking to her , neither did his {1ght doe 
him the ſmalleſt ſeruice ; but euenas the waucs and windes pleated, the 
Cheſt was driven ſtill ncerer tothe Land,and then the woman perceyued 
that it had the forme of a Cofer,and looking more aduiſcdly, beheld rwo 
axmes extended ouer it,and afterward, ſhe eſpicd the face of a man, not 
being able to 1ndge, whether he were aliue, or no. Moucd by charitable 
and womanly compaſſion, {he ſtept in among the billowes,, and getting 
faſt holde on the hayre of his head, drew both the Chelt and him to the 
. Land, and calling forth her Daughters to helpe her, with much adoe ſhe 
: vatolded hisarmes fromthe Cicſt, ſerting it vp on her Daughters head, 
and then betweene them, Zardolpho was lcd into the Towne,and there 
conueycd into a warme Stouc,where quickly he recoucred {by her pains, 
his ſtrength benummed with extreame cold, 

Good wincs and comfortable broathes ſhee cheriſhed him wirhall, 
that his ſences being indiffercntly reſtored, hee knew theplace where hee 
was; butnot in what manner he was btoyght thither, till the good wo- 
man ſhewed him the Cofer that had kept him floating vpon the wages, 
and (next vnder God) had ſaued his life, The Cheſt ſeemcd of ſuchſlcd- 
der weight, that nothing of any valuc could be expected in it, cjtherto re- 
compencethe womans great paines and kindneffe beſtowne on him, or 
any matter of his owne benefit, | Nenertheleſſe,the woman bcingabſcar, 

- he opcned the Cheſt, and found innumgrable precious ſtoncs therein, 
ſome coſtly and curiouſly ſet in Golld,and others not fixcd in any metrall, 
Hauing knowledge of their great worth andvatae (beinga Merchant, 
and skil'd in ſuch matters) he became much comforted, prayfing God for 
; 18 good ſucceſle, and ſuch an admirable meancs of dcliuerance from 

anger, 

Then conſidering with himſelfe, that {in a ſhort time) hechad beene 
twice wcll buffered and'bearen by Fortune, and fearing, leaſt athird miſ- 
hap might follow in like manner ; hee conſulted with his thoughts, how 
he might ſafeſt order the bufinc{ſe, and bring ſo rich a booty (without pe- 

{ rill)ro his owne home. Wherefore, wrapping vpthe Jewels in very vn- 

4 fightly coloures, thatas ſuſpitionar all ſhould be Eoncciued of them, hee 

\ ſaide to thegood woman, thatthe Cheſt wouldnot doe him any further 

þ ſeruice ; but if ſhee pleaſed to lende him a ſmall ſacke or bagge, ſhee 

might keepe the Cofer , for inher houſe it would diucrs way ſtcad her. 

The woman gladly did as he derſied, and Landoiphe returning her infinite 

thankes, for the Iouing kindneſſe ſhee had affooxded him, throwing tie 
facke on his necke, palled by a Baisaed Brunduſizm,and from thencero 


3 Tranium, 
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—Tranium, where Merchants inthe City beſtowed good garments on hin, 
he acquainting them with his dilaſterous fortuncs, burnor a word concers 
ning his laſt good ſucceſle. (3817 | 7 > baell 
| Being come home in ſafety to Raxello,he fell on his knees, and thanked 
God for all his mercics towards him. Then opening the ſacke,and view- 


| ing the Jecls at more leyſure then formerly he had done, he found them 
| to be of ſo greateſtimation, that ſelling them but at ordinary and reaſo- 
| nable rates, he was three times richer, then when hee departed firſt from 
| | his houſe. And hauing vented them all, heſent a great ſumme of morie 

i tothe good woman at Corfs, that had reſcued him out of the Sea,and ſa- 


ued his life in a danger fo dreadfull. The like he did to Tranium, to the 
| Merchants that had newly cloathed him; living richly vpon the remain. 


der,and neu-raduenturing more to the Sea,bur ended his dayes in wealth 7 
| and honour. 6; 
i Andrea de Piero, travelling from Perouſe to Naples to buy Horſes, was T7 
| ih (in the ſpace of one night) ſurpriſed by three admirable accrdent s,ont of all 
tl which he fortunately eſcaped, and with a rich Rings, returnea home to 'bia © 
Ii}! owne houſe. TH _—_ 
i | The fift Nouecll; _ 
; Comprehending how need{ull a thing itic, for a man that trauelleth in affaires © 
} of the world,to be prouident ana well aduifed, and carefully to keepe bim: 
| ſelfe from the crafty and decerrfiill allwrements of $ trumpets, | * 
fl - 
[+ 8 
Fl : 
| } | 
\! q 
| 
| j 
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T He: precious Stonesand Jewels found by Lanzolpho, maketh meet 


j 'remember (ſaid Madam Fianmmeth ab ; 

courlc) a Tale = m1 leſſ , who was next to deliver her dif- 

| » CORLaming no ictte perils, then that reported by Madam © 
0 Lauretlas © 
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Lawerta: but fomewhat different from it, becauſe the one ha: in 
ſundry'yecres,. andrhisother had tio longer time, then the compaſſe 'of 
one pogre night; aviaftancly Iwiltrelate vato you, i 

As1 kaue heard reported by tmatiy, there ſomerime lined in Perorſe or 
Peru #4, a young] man, named Ud1dredde Piero, whoſe profeſſion was to 
trade about Horſes, jo-rhe natere of a Hotle-courſer, or Horfe-maſter, 
who heating of a-po6d Faire of Matker (for his purpoſe) at Naples, did 
put fiue hundred Crownes of gold ia-his purfe, and rotrneyed thither in 
the company of othcr' Horſe-coniſers, arriving there ona Sunday in the 
cuening, Accordingtoinſtrutions giuen himby his Hoſt, he went the 
next day into rhe Horſe marker, where he faw very many Horſes that he 
liked, cheapening thcir prices as he went vp and downe, but could fall ro 
no agreement; yet to maniteſt that he came purpoſely tobuy, and not as 
a cheapener oncly,oftemimes{like a thallow-brainde rrader in the world) 
hc ſhewed his purte of gold before all paſlcngers,nener reſpefting who,or 
what they were rhat obſerved his follte, 

It cameto pn{le, that a young S##{an wench (very beautiful),burt ar 
commaund of whoſocucr would, ind for ſmall hire)paſſing then by, and 
(withour his percieving) ſeeing ſixth ſtore of gold in his pinſe ; preſently 
ſhe ſaid ro herfc]ſe : why ſhould nor all thoſe crownes be mine, when 
the foole that owes thews, cah keepethem no clofer © And ſo ſhe went on. 
With this young wanton there was {t the ſame time} an olde woman 
(as commonly ſuch ſtuffe is aIwayes fo artended) feeming to be a S7crllie 
analſo,-whs fo ſoone as thee ſir! 4ndrea, knew him; 'and leauing hex 
youthfullcommodity, ranne eo Him, and embraced him very kindly, 
Which when the yoonger Laſſe ptrceived , wirthour proceeding any 
further, ſhc ſtayed to'ſee whiz would enſue thereon; Andrea conterring 
with the olde Bawde, 2nd knowing her (but nor forany ſuch crearurc) 
declared himl:Ifc very 7Mable to her; ſhe making bim promiſe, chat ſhee 
would come and drinke with him at his lodging. So breaking off further 
ſpceches for that rime, ſhce returned to her youre Cammerado ,, anc An- 
drea went about buying his horſes, ſtill chcapniny good ſtore, but did nor 
buy any all thar morning. 0 ad. 

-- The Punk: that had rakennotice of Andraes purſe;ypon the olde wo- 
mans comming backe to her (having formetly ſtudied, how ſhee might 
g& all tie gold, ar the greater pare thereof) cnnniaply queſtioned with 
her, whatthe man was, whence hee came, _ | Ft ofhis buſt- 


— —_ 


nc: there? wherein ſhe fully inform<d her particnlarly, and in as ample 

maanher as himſelfe could haue done : That hit hzd long” rhe dwelt in 
Stcily with his Father, and aftcrward'at Pere Fecotning al{o,mr what 
timeſhe c1me thence,” andthe cauſe which now Haddratynehim to Na- 
ples. Thewitty young houſewife, being thorowly inftrufted, concer- 
hing the Patents and kindred' of ' 4#drea, their names, quality, and, all 
other circumſtances thereto leading 5b = ro frame the foundation 'of 
her Fey therenpon, ſetting her telohutian doe tTonſtantly, that the 
Purſc and gold was (alrtzdy) more'thenhalfe herowne, 
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Bcing come home to her owne houſe, away {hee ent the olde Pan- 
drefſe about other buſineſſe, which might hold het time long enough of 
employment , and hinder her returning to Andres according to promiſe, 
purpoling, not to truſt her inthis ſerious piece of ſeruice. Cal ing a young 
"x Girlc to her, whom ſhe had well turoured in the like ambaſlages, 
when cucning drew on, ſhe ſent her to Andreas lodging, where (by good 
fortune) ſhe found him fitting alone at the doore,and demanding ot him, 
if he knew an honeſt Gentleman lodgingthere, whoſe name was $7g707 
Andrea de Piers , he made her anſwere,that himſclfe was the man. Then 
taking him aſide, ſhe ſaid. Sir, there is a worthy Gentlewoman of this 
Citic,that would gladly ſpeake with you, if you pleaſed to vouchlate her 
ſo much fauour. 

Anarea, hearing ſuch a kinde of ſalutation, and from a Gentlewoman, 
named of worth ; began to grow proud in his owne imaginations, and to 
make no meane eſtimation of himſclfe : As /vadoubtedly) that he was an 
hanſome proper man, and of ſuch cariage and perfeCtions, as had attrated 
the amorous eye of this Gentlewoman,and induced: her to like and loue 
him beyondall other, Naples not containing a man of better merit, Where- 
upon he anſwered the Mayde,that he was ready to attend her Miſtrefſe, 
dceſiiing to know, when it ſhould be,and where the Genrlewoman would 
ſpeake with him ? Soſooneas you pleaſe Sir,replied the Damoſcl}, for 
ſhe tarrieth your comming in her owne houle. 

Inſtantly Ard7es (without leauing any direction of his departure in his 
lodging, or when he intended to returne againe) ſaid co the Girle : Goe 
before, and I will follow. This little Chamber-commodity, condued 
him to her Miſtreſſes dwelling, which was inza {treete named Malperius, 
ati:le maniſelting ſufficiently the ſtreetes honeſty : bur hee, having no 
ſuch knowledge rhercof, neither ſuſpcCing any harme ar all, but that he 
went toa moſt honeſt houſe, andtoa Gentlewoman of good reſpet; 
centred boldly : the Mayde going in before, and guiding him vpa faire 
payre of ſtayres, which he hauing more then halfe aſcended, the cunning 
young Qurane gaue a call to her Miſtreſſe, ſaying ; Signior Anarea is 
come already, whereupon, [he appeared at the ſtayrcs-head, as if ſhe had 
ſtayed there purpolelyto entertaine him. She was young, very beauti- 
full, comely of perſon, andrichin adotnements, which 4xdres well ob- 
ſcruing,and (ceing her deſcend twoor three ſteps, with openarmes to cm-. 
brace him, catching faſt hold about his neck; he ſtood as a man confoun-: 
ded with admiration, and ſhe comained a cunning kinde of ſince, cuen 
as if ſhe were vnable to vtter one word, ſceming hindered by extremity 
of ioy at his prefence, and to make him ef:ually admire her extraordi». 
vary kindnefſc, hauing teares plenteouſly at commaund, intermixed with 
lighes and broken ſpeeches,ar laſt,thns ſhe ſpake. KY 
S1gnior Andrea, youarcthe moſt welcome friend rome in the world 4 
ſcaling this ſalutation with infinite ſweet kiſſes and embraces : whereat 
(1a wonderfull amazement) he being ſtrangely tranſported, replied : Mas 
dame,you honour me beyoadall compallc of merit. Then, taking him 
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» the hand, ſhee guided him thorough a goodly Hall, into her owne 
amber, which was delicately cmabalmed with Roſes , Orenge flowers, 
Jallother pleaſing ſmelles, and a coſtly bed in the middeſt, curtained 
ind about, verie artificiall Pictures beautifying the walles, with many 
zer embelliſhments, ſuch as thoſe Countries are liberally ſtored wirh- 

He being meecrely a nouice in thelc kinds of wanton carriages of the 
orld, and tree from any baſe or degenerate conceite ; firmely perſwa- 
d himſelfe, that (queſtionleflc ) ſhe was a Lady of no meane «ſteeme; 
d he more then happy,to be thus reſpected and honored by her. They 
th being ſeated on a curious Cheſt at the beds feere, teares cunningly 
cling downe her Checkes, and ghes intermedled with inward fob- 
ngs, breathed foorth in ſad, but verie {cemely manner, 'thus ſhee bes 
nne. 
I am ſure Anarea,that you greatly maruell at mein gracing you vvith 
js ſolemne and kinde encertainment.and why I hould ſo melr my ſelfc 
fighes and trares,at 2 man.that hath no knowledge of mee,or perhaps, 
dome or neucr heard any ſpecches of mee : biden you thall inſt intly re- 
*\uc from mce marter to augment your greater maruaile, mecting heere 
1:h your owne Siſter, bey ond all hope or expectation in cyther of vs 
both. But ſecing that Heauen hath beene fo gracious tome, to let mee 
ſee one of my Brethren before ] dyc (though gladly {would hauc ſcen? 
them all) which is ſome addition of comfort to me, and that which(hap- 
pily)rhou haſt never heard before, in plame and cruel! manner, I will re- 
ucale vnto thee. | 
Prero,my Father and thine, dweltlong time (as thou canſt not chooſe 

but to haue ynderſtood in Palermo: ; where, throvgh the bounty, and 0- 

ther gracious good parts remaining in him, he was much renowned,and 

to this day, 1s no doubt rem: mbred, by many of his louing Friends and 

Well-willers. Among thcm that moſt intimnely afteted Piero, my mo- 

ther (who was a Gentlewoman,and at that time a widow) did deercit of 

all other loue him , ſo that forgetting the teare ofher Father, Brethren, 
yea, and her owne honour, they became1o priuately acquainted, that 1 
was begotten, and am hecre now ſuch as tizou ſceſt me. Afterward, oc- 
caſions fo betalling our Father, to abandon #alermeo, and returne to Pe- 
rouſe, he lefrmy mother and me his little daughter, ncuer after (for ought 
that I could Icarnc)once remembring either heror me: ſo that (ifhe had 
j not becne my Father)I could have much condemned him, "if regard of 
' ſus ingratitude to my mother,andlouc which hee oughttohaue thewne 
me as his childe, being borne ofno Chamber made; 'ncyther of a Citty 
finner; albcit I muſt necdes ſay, thatſhe was blame-worthy, without any 
further knowledge of him(mouredonelytheretwoby moſt loyal affetion) 
to commit both her felfe, and all che wealth ſh:chad,into his hands: but 
my _- dons, and ſo long time fine, are raore eaſily comroulled, theri 
amen 
Beinglefrfo youngat Paleynes, and growin well neere)to the ſtature 
a5 now yauſce me;auy Mother (being wealthy) gaueme in marriage to 
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one of the Gergentes Family, a Gentleman, and of great revennucs,who 
in his loue ro me and my mother, went and dwelt at Palermo: where fab 
ling into the Guelphes Faftion, and making one in the enterprize with 
Chayles our King ; it came to paſle, that they were diſcoucred to Freae- 
ricke King of Arragon, before their intent could be put in execution : 
Whereupon, we were enforced to flye from Szc//y,cuen when my hope 
ſtoode taircly, to haue beene the greateſt Lady inall the Hland. Packing 
vp then ſuch tew things as wee could rake with vs, (few I may well call 
them, in regard of our wealthy poſſeſſions, both in Pallaces, Houſes,and 
Lands, all which we were conſtrained to forgo: we made our recourle' 


to this Citty, where we found King Charles ſo benigne and gracious ro vs, _ 


that recompencing the greater part of our loſſes, he beftowed Lands and 
houſes on vs hcre, beſide a continvall large penſion to my husband your 
brother in Law, as hcereaftcr himſelfe ſhall better acquaint you withal. 
Thus came I hither,and thus remaine here, whercI am able to welcome 
my brother A»arca, thankes more to Fortune, then any triendlinefle in 
him. With which words the embraced and kifled him many times,ſfigh- 
ing and weeping as [he did before, 

Anarea hearing th's Fablc ſo artificially deliuered, compoſed from 
point to point with ſuch likely proteſtations, without faltring oi failing 
in any 0ne words vtterance; and remembring perfedtly for truth, that bis 
Father had forme1ly dwelt at Palermo , knowing alſo {by ſome lcnfible 
feeling in himſelfe ) the cuſtome of young people, who are ecifi'y con- 
quered by attetion in their youthfull heate, ſeeing beſide the tears,trem- 

ling ſpeeches, and carneſt embracings ofthis cunning commodi'y ; he 
rooke all to be true by her thus ſpokea, and ypon her ſilence, thus reply+ 
cd. Lady,lct it not ſceme ſtrangeto you, that your words haue rayfed 
maruel! in me,becauſe{indecd)l had no knowledge of you,curn no more 
then as it I had neuer {rene you: neuer alſo hauing heard my father ſpeak 
cithcr of you or your mother(for fome conſiderations beſt known ynto 
himſclte:) orit at any time he vicd ſuch language, either my youth then, 
or detcctiue memory {ince, hath vtterly loſt it, Bur truely, it is 01 little 
ioy and comfort to me,to finde a ſiſter here, where I had no ſuct. tope or 
expcctation, and where alſo my ſelte am a meere ſtranger. Foro ſpeake 
my minde treely of you,and the perfeCtions gracefully appearing in you 
I know not any man of how great repute or qualitic ſocuer, bur you may 
well befecme his acceprance, much ratherthen mine,that ambur a mean 
Merchant. But faire Siſter,] defire to be refolued in one thing, to wit; 
by what means you had vnderſtanding of my being inthis City: wheres 
co readily the returned him this anſwer. 

Brother, apoore Woman of this City, whoml employ ſometimes in 
houthold occaſions, came to mee this morning, and (hauing ſeene you) 
tolde rae, that ſhee dwelt a Jong while with aur Father, both at Palermo 
and Peroyſe, And becauſeT held it much better beleeming my condition, 
to hauc you vilite me in mine owne dwelling, then I rocome fee you at 
a Common 1nne, I made the bolder to ſend tor you hither. After which 

words, 
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words, in very orderly manner, ſhe enquired of his chiefeſt kindred and 
friends,calling them readily by their proper names, according to her for. 
mer inſtructions. Wherero 4xrea ſtill made her anſwere, . confirming 
thereby his belicfe of her the more ſtrongly,and crediting whatſocuer ſhe 
faide,farre better then b:fore. | 

Thcir conference hauing long time continued, and the heate of the 
Aay being ſomewhat extraordinary, the called for Greeke wine, and ban- 

ictting ſtuffe,drinking to Azarea ; and he pledging her very conmented- 

/. Aﬀer which, he would haue returned to his lodging, becauſe it drew 

zere ſupper time z which by no m-anes ſhee would permit, bur ſeeming 
more then halte diſpleaſed,ſhee ſaide, Now I plainely perceive brother, 
now little account you make of me,conſidering, you are with your owne 
Siſter, who (youſay) you neuer {aw before, and in her owne Houſe, whe- 
ther you ſhould alwayes reſort when you come tothis City ; and would 
you now refuſe her, to goe and ſupat a common Inne ? Bele're me Bro- 
ther,you ſhall fup with me, for alchough my Husbard is now from home, 
to my nolittle diſcontentment? yer you ſhall ind Brother, that his wife, 
can bid you welcome,and make you good cheere beſide. 

Now was Anarca fo confounded with this extremity of courtefie, that 
he knew not what to ſay, but onely thus replied. 1 loue you as a Siſter 
ought to be loued,andaccepr of your excecging kindneffe : but if I re- 
turne not to my lodging, I ſhall wrong mine Huſt and his gueſts too 
much, b:cauſe they will not ſup vatill I come. For that (quoth ſhee)} 
we haue apreſent remedy, one of my ſeruants ſh2!] goe and giue warning, 
whereby they ſhall nottarry your comming. Albeit, you might doe me a 
orcatkindneſſe,to ſend for your friends to ſup with vs here, where I aſſure 
ye,they (hall inde that your Siſter (for your ſake) will bid them welcome, 
and after ſupper, you may ali walke together ro your Inne, Andrea 2n- 
{wered,that he had no ſuch friendsthere, as ſhould be ſo burthenous to 
her : but ſeeing ſhe vrged him ſo farre,he woald ſtay to ſup with her, and 
referred himſelfe ſolcly to her diſpoſition. 

Ceremonious ſhew was made, of ſending aſeruant to the Inne, for 
not ex »efting Azdreas preſence at Supper, though no ſuch matter was 
performed z but, after diuers other diſcourlings, the table being coucred, 
and variety of coſtly viands placed thereon, downe they fate to feeding, 
with plenty of curious Wines liberally walking about, ſo that it was 
darke night before they aroſe from the table. 2area then offring to ruke 
his lcaue, ſhe would (by no meanes) ſuffer it, but tolde him, that Naples 
was a Citie of fuch ſtrict Lawes and Ordinances, as admitted no night- 
walkers, although they were Natiues, much leſle ſtrangers, but punniſhed 
them with great ſeuerity, And thereforc,as ſhe had tormerly ſent word 


to his Inne, that they ſhould not expe his comming to ſupper, the like 


had ſhe done concerning his bed, intending to give her Brother Anares 
one nights lodging, which as eaſily ſhe could affoord him, as ſhee had 
done a Supper, All which this new-caught Woodcocke verily credi- 
ting, and that he was in company of his owne Siſter F:ordeliza(for ſo _ 
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ſhe cunning]y tile her ſelte,and in which belecte he was mcerely deluded) 
he accepted the more gladly her gentle offcr,and concluded to ſtay there 
all chat nighr. | 
After ſupper, their conference laſted very Jong, purpoſely dilated out 
in length, that a great part of the night might rherein be waſted : when, 
| leauing Andrea to his Chamber, and a Ladto attend, that he ſhonld lacke 
nothing ; ſhe with her women went to thcir lodgings,and thus outer Bro- 
ther and ſuppoſed Siſter were parted, The ſcafon then being ſomewhat 
hot and ſoultry, Andrea put off his hole and doubler, and bcing in his 
ſhirt alone, layed them vnderncath the beds boulfter, as ſecming carctull 
of his money. Bur finding a provocation to the houſe of Ofkce, he de- 
manded of the Lad, where hee might find itz who ſhewed him little 
doore ina corner of the Chamber, appointing him to enter there, Saftcly 
enough he went in, but chanced to tread vpon a board, which was taſtc- 
ncd at neither ende to the ioynts whereon it lay, beinga pit-fall made of 
purpoſe, to entrap any ſuch coxcombe, as would be traincd to fo baſca 
place of lodging, ſo that both he andthe board tell Cowne together into 
the draught ; yer ſuch being his good fortune, to recciue no harme inthe 
fall {alchough it was of extraordinary hzight) oncly the filth ot the place, 
(it being oucr full) had fowly myred him, 

Now for your better vnderſtanding the quality of the place, and what 
enſucd thereupon, it is not vanccelary to deſcribe it, according to a com- 
mon vicoblcrucd in thoſe parts, There was a narrow paſſage or centric, 
as often we ſee reſerued betweene two houſes, for eithers benefit to ſuch 
a necdtull place ; and boards looſcly lay vpon the ioynts, which ſuch as 
were acquaiatcd withall, could eafily auoide any periil, in paſling ro or 
trom the ſtoole, But our ſo newly created Brother, not dreaming ro find 
a Queanc to his Siſter, rcceiuing ſo foulc a fall into the vault, and know- 
ing not how to helpe himlſclte, being ſorrowfu}l beyord meaſure ; crycd 
out to the boy tor light and aide, who intendednot togiue him any, For 
the crafty wag, (a mcete attendant for ſo honcſt a Miſtreſſe) no ſooner 
heard him to be fallen, bur preſently he ran toenforme her thercof, and 

| ſhee as ſpeedily returned ro the Chamber , where finding his cloathes 

vndcr the beds head, ſhee needed noinftruftion for ſearch of his pockets. 

But hauing tound the gold, which Azarea indiſcreetely carricd alwayes a- 
bout him, asthinking it could no where c!ſe beſo ſafe ; This was all ſhee 

aymed at, andfor which ſhee had enſnared him, faigning her ſelfe ro be of 
Pakrmo, and Davghter to Ptero of Perouſe ſo that not regarding him any 

longer,but making faſt the houſe of Office doore;there ſhe left him in thar 

miſcrable taking, 

Poore 4narea perceiuing, that his calkes could get no anſwere from the 
Lad crycd our louder, but allto no purpoſe : when (ceing into his owne 
{1mplicity, and vnderſtanding his error, though ſomewhat too late, hee 

| made ſuch meanes conſtrainedly, that he got Outer a wall, which ſcucred 
| il | tharfouleſinke from the Worlds eye; and being in the open ſtreere, went 
tothe doore of the Houſe, which thea he knesy too well to his colt, ma- 
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king loud exclaimes with rapping and knocking, bur all as fruitclefſe a: 
betore. Sorrowing exceedingly, and meaniteltly bcholding his mistor- 
tune; Alas (quoth he) how foone hauel loſt a Siſter, and tive hundred 
Crownes b:{ides > With many other words, loud calles,and beatings vp- 
ponthe doore withour intermiſſion,” rhe neighbours f:nding themſclues 
diſturbed,& vnable to endure any luch cealcelefle vexation,role from their 
bedd.s,and cailed ro him, defiring him to be gone,and [:t them reſt, A 
Maide alſo ofthe ſame houſe, looking forth arthe window, and {eeming 
25 newly raiſed from fl-cpec,callcd ro him,i.ying, What noyſe is that be. 
neath: Why Virgin (aniwered Andrea)knuw you nor me? | am Andrea 
de Piers, Brother to your Miſtreſſe Frovarlras, Thonarto Crunken knaue 
replyedrhe Maide, more full of drinketi:cn wit : goe [{icepe, gor flovepe, 
2nd com? againe 10 INOITOW : for I now no Arzarea ve Piero, miither hath 
my Miſtreſſe any ſach Brother. Ger tee gone good man, analufier vs ro 
fleepe I prythee. How now (quotiz Andrea) dovit thou nct vaderitind 
what L fay ? Thon knoweitth it] ſupt voich thy Miftretle this nivhe ; bur if 
ovr Sicilian kindred beſo loone forgot, I prythee give mee nry Cloathes 
which Lleftin my Chainber, and then verte gladly will I get mce gone. 
Erreatthe Maide laughing out atoudec, faigc ; Surly the man 1s mad, or 
walleth the ftrectcs in a dreame : and fo clafping ialt the Window, away 
ſhe went ind !-ir him. 

Now cold Andrea affurc him{clfe, that his Golde 2nd cloathes were 
p2ſt recon ry, which moouing bimtothe more trapationce, his former 
Intorcelfions became conuertd into furic, and what hore coujd not com- 
naſle by fore intreats, he intendedto winne by outrage and violerce : ſ0 
thattakine vn a creat ſtoncin his hand, hee layed vpon the doore verie 
row: tl ttroke;. The neighbors heating this mo!!ctation ill, admitting 
tem no: che leatt reſpite ot reſt, repured him for a troubleſome fellow, & 
that he vied thoſe counterfet words, onely to diſturbe the Miſtrefle of the 
Louſc, ind all that dwelled neere abovt her ; looking acaine out at their 
windowes, they altozecher beganne torateand reprov! nm, eurnlike (0 
many bawling Curres,barking ataſtrange dog palſing throvgh the ſtreet, 
This is ſhamefull villany (quorh one jand not ro be ſuffered, that noncil 
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women ſhould thus be mol: ſted in their houſes, with fooliſh idle words, 
and at ſuch an vnſcaſon:ble time of rhe night. For Gods ſuke(good man) 
ne 2onc,and ler vs {leep>; ifthouhanc any thing to ſay to the Gentlewo- 
man of the houſe, come tomorrow in tie day, time, and no doubt but {he 

will make thee ſufficient anſwer. 
An«yea, being ſome-what pacified with theſ:{precnes, 2 ſhavge-hayrd 
ſwaſh-buckler, a grim viſagde Rufhinſ2s fildome bawdy houtes arc with- 
out ſuch ſwaggering Champions) not ſcene or hoard by Axarea, all the 
while of his being in the houſe; rapping out two or three terrible Oirhes, 
opening a Caſ:ment, and with a ſtearne d:icadfull voyce, demandcd, who 
durſt keepe thit noyſe beneath 2 Andrea fearctully looking vp, and (by a 
little gl1mmering of the Moone) ſeeing ſuch a rough fellow, with a blacke 
b:ard, ftrowriag like the quilles of a Porcupine, and patches on his face, 
for 
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for hurts recciued inno honeſt quarrels, yawning alſo and ſtretching, as 
angry to haue his {leepe diſturbed : trembling and quaking, anſwered : I 
am the Gentlewomans brother of the houſe. The Rufhan interrupting 
| him,and ſpeaking more fiercely then before; ſealing his words with hor- 
| rible Oathes, ſaid. Sirra, Raſcall, I know nor of whence, or what thou 
| art; butif I come downe to thee, I will ſo bumbaſt thy prating Coxe- 
combe, as thou waſt never ſo beaten in all thy life, likea drunken flaue 
and bealt as thouart, that all this night wilt notlet vs fleepe. And ſo hee 
clapt to the window againe, 

The Neighbours well acquainted with this Rufhans rude conditions, 
ſpeaking in gentle manner to Anarea,ſaid. Shift forthy { 1te(good man) 
in time, and tarric not for his comming downe to thee!, except thou art 
weary of thy life : Be gone therefore, and ſay thou haſt a friendly wars 
ping. Thele words diſmaying Azarea,but much morethe ſterne oathes 
and ougly fight of the Rufhan, incited alſo by the Neighbours counſel, 
whom he imagincd to aduiſt him in charitable manner: it cauſed himto 
d:partth-nce, taking the way home-wardto hisInne, in no meanatfit- 
Rion and torment of minde, for the monſtraus abuſe oftered htm, and 
loffe of his moncy. Well ke remembrcd ihe patlages, whereby the day 
before the young Gyrle had guided him, but the loathſome ſmell about 
him, was ſo czrcamcly offenſiuc ro himſclfe, that defiring to walh him 
at the Sca fide, he ſtrayed too farre wide on the contrary hand, wandring 
yp the ſtreet called Ryga Gatellina, 

Procecding on ſtill, cuen tothe higheſt part of the Citic, hee eſpyed a 
Lanthorncand light, asalſo a man carrying ir, and another man vvith 
him in company, both of them comming towards him. Now, becauſe 
he ſuſpeted them two of the watch, or ſome perſons that would appre- 
hend lim, hc ſtept afideto ſhunne them, and entred into an o!de houſe 
hard by at hand, Theethrr mens intention was to the very fame place z 
and going in, wihout any knowledge of Azarcaes becing there, one of 
them layde downe diuers inſtruments of Iron which he had brought thi« 
ther on his bicke, and had much talke with his follow concerning thoſe 4 
Engincs. Atlaſt one ef them fatde , I {mell the moſt abhominable ſtinke fy” 
that cue I felt inall my life. Solifung vp the Lanthorn,he e{pied poore x: 
pittifull Anarea, clolely couched brhinde the wall. Which fight ſome- Io 
what affrighting him, he yer boldly demaunded, what and who he was 2 
\Whereto Azdrea anſwered nothing, bur lay ſtill and held his peace, Nee+ 
rer they drew towards him wich their light, demanding how hee came 
thither,and in that filthy manner. 

Conſtraint hauing now no other cuaſion, bur that {of neccſlitic) all 
muſt our : hee related to them the whole aduenture,in the ſame ſort as it © 
| had defaine him. They greatly pittying his misfortune,onc of them ſaid _ 
I! tothe other: Queſtionleſle, this villanie was done in the houſe of Scara- 

1 bone Buttafucco. And thenturning to Ararea, proceeded thus, In good " 
fi: tairh poore man, albeit thou haſt loſt thy money, yer art thou much be- Va 
| 1olding toFortune, for fallinz/though in a foule place)yet in x ſuccesfull Fo: 
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manner, and entring nomore backe into the houſe. For belecne mee 
friend, if thou baddeſt not falne,but quietly goneto ſleepe in the houſe, 
that ſleepe had beenethy laſtin this world, and with thy money, thou 
hact loſt thy lite likewiſe. But teares and lamentations ate now helpe- 
leſſe, becauſe as calily mayeſt rhou plucke the Starres from the Firma- 
ment, as get againe the leaſt doyt of thy loſſe, And forthat ſhag haird 
Slaue in the houſe, he will be thy deaths-man, if hee but vaderſtand thar 
thou makeſt any enquirie after thy money. When he had thus admoni- . 
ſhcd him, he begaa alſo in this manner to comfort him. Honeſt fellow, 
we cannot but pitty thy preſent condition: wherfore if thou wilt frendly 
aſſociate vs, in a butineſle which we are inſtantly going tot ffet.thyloſſe 
hath not bene fo great, but on our words we will warrant thee,thar thine 
immcdiarte gainec thall farre exceede ir, What will not a man (in defpe- 
rate extremity) both well like and allow of, eſpecially w hen it carryerh 
apparance of preſent comfort. So farcd it with Andrea, hee perſwaded 
himſe!fe, worſe then had already happened, could not betall him , and 
therefoie he would gladly aduenture with them, 

The ſelfe ſam day preceding this diſaſtrous night to And#er, in the 
cheefe Church of the Cittie, had beene buried the Archbiſhop of Naples 
namcd S2zor Phillippo Minutulogn his richeſt pontificall Robes and Or- 
nam nts, and a Ruby on his finger valucd to be worth fiuc hundred duc- 
kers of gold : this dead body they purpoſed to rob and rifle, acquainting 
Andrea with their whole intent, whoſe neceſſitie (coupled with a coue- 
tous dcfire, made him more forward then well aduiſed, to ioyne vvith 
them in this ſacriligious enterprize. . Onthey went towards the great 
Church, Azdreacs ynfauouric perfume much diſpleaſing them, where- 
vponthe one {aid to his fellow : Can we deviſe no eaſe for this foule & 
noyſome 11conueniencrs? the very {mell of him will be a meanes to be- 
tray vs, Th-re isa Well-pit hard by, anſwered the other, with a pulley 
and bucket deſcending downe into it, and there we may waſh him from 
this filthineſſe, To the Well-pitthey came, wherethey found the rope 
and pulley hanging readie, but the bucket for ſafery was taken away ; 
whcreon they concluded, to faſtenthe rope about him, and ſo lethim 
downc into the Well-pit, and when he had waſhed himſclfe, hee ſhould 
wazge therope, and then they woulddraw him vp againe, which accor- 
ding!y they forthwith performed, 

Now it came to vaſe that while he was thus waſhing himſelfe in the 
Well-pitzhe Watch of thi Citric watking the round, and finding it to bee 
a very ho:e and ſwrltring night, they grey dry and thirſty,and therefore 
wentto the Well rodrinke, The other two men, perceining the Warch 
ſo neere vpon them, left Anarea in the pit troſhift for himſclfe, running 
away to ſhelter themſelues. Their flight was not diſcouered by the 
Watch, but they comming tothe Well-pir ,, 4ndrea remained ſtill in 

[-anſed himſclfe ſo well as hee could, fate 


wagging the rope, exp<cting when hee ſhould be haled vp. This durabe 
ligne the Watch diſcerned not, bur fitting downe'by the Welles fide; 
—4 they 
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« downetheir Billes and other weapons, tugging to draw 'yp 
TA thinking the Bucket was faſtened thereto , and full of water, 
Andrea bcing halcd vpto the Pits brim, left holding the rope any longer, 
catching taſt hold with his hands for his better ſafety: and the Watch 
attheſight hereof being greatly affrighted,as thinking that they had dragd 
vp a Spirit ; notdaring to ſpeake one word, ran away with all the haſt they 

d MmaxCc. 

m—_— hereat was not a little amazed, ſo that if he had nor taken very 

ood hold on thebrim : he might hauc falne rothe botrome; and doubr- 
lefle there his lite had periſhed. Being come forth of the Well,and treads 
ing on Bills and Halbards, which he well knew that his companions had 
not brought thither with them z his merualle ſo much the more eNCICa- 
ſed, ignorance and feare ſtill ſeizing him, with filent bemoaning his 
many misfortuncs, away thence he wandred, but hee wiſt not whuther, 
As he went on, he met his two tellowes, who purpolely returned to drag 
him out of the Well, and fecing their intent already per formed, defied 
toknow who had done it z wherein Andrea could not reſolue them, re- 


hearſing what hee could , and what weapons hee found lying abourtthe* 


Wc<c1ll. Whereat they ſmiled, as knowing, tha: the . Warch h1d haled 
him vp,for teare of whom they Ictt him,and fo declared ro him the reaſon 
of their returne, 

Leauing offall further ralke,becuſe now it was abour midnight, they 
went tothe great Church, where tindingtheir enterance to be calic : they 
approached ncerethe Tombe, which was vcry great, being tall of Mar- 
ble, andthe couer-ſtone weighty , yer with crowes of yron and other 
helps,they raifed it ſo high, that a man might without perill poſſe into 
it. Now began they to queſtion one another, which of rhe rhree ſhould 
enter intorhe Tombe, NotI,Cuid the hiſt; fo faid the iccond: No nor I, 
anſwered Anarea, hich whenthe other twoheard, they ca 1ght faſt hold 
ot him,ſ1ying. Wiltnot thou goc intothe Tombe-:B- acuife d whit thou 
{.yelt, tor, if thou wiltnor goe in; we will ſo beatthee ich one of theſe 
yron crowes,that thou ſhalr neucr goe out of this Church :line, 

Thus poore Azarea isſtill made a property, and Fortune (this farall 
night) will baue no other toole but he,as deligliting in his hourly diſaſters, 
Fcare of their fury makes him obedicnt,into the erauc hc gocs, and being 
within, thus conſults with himſclfe. Theſe cunning compiniuns ſuppoſe 
meto bc {imple,and make me enter the Tombe, having an :bſolute inten- 
tion ro deceiue me, For, when I haue giuen them all the richcs that 1 finde 
here, and am ready to come forth for minc quail portion::way will they 
runne tor their owneſatety,and leauing me herre, not oncl y ſhall I looſe 
my right among them, but muſt remaine to' whit donger may follow 


alter, Hauing thus meditated,he reſolued to m:ke ſure of his 6wne ſhare. 


tiſt,and remembring therich Ring whereof they had tolde him : forth» 
with hee tooke it from the Archbiſhops finger, finding ir indifferently 
fitte for his ownc. Afterward, hee tooke the Croſſe, Miter, rich gary 
meats, Gloucs and all, leauine him nothing bur his ſhirt, giving them 


all 


—_———————C—— eee es. es es ee. HE. no OT. 3-2 bp 
* ' 
| 


'ponerned eMatlam Philomena. 45 


all cheſe ſeuerall parcels,proteſting that there was nothing elle. Still they 
preſſed ypon him, afhirming that there was a Ring beſide, vrging him to 
{earch diligently for it ; yer ſtill he anſwered, that he could nor finde it, 
and for their longer tarrying with him, ſeemed as if he ferched very care- 
fully,but all appeared to no purpoſe. | 

The other two fellowes, as cunning in craft 2s the third could be, ſtil} 
willed him to ſearch, and watching their aptelt opportunity : tooke a. 
way the proppes that ſupported the Tombe ſtone, and running thence 
with their gor booty, left poore Ararea mewed vpin the graue. Which 
when he perceiucd, and ſaw this miſerie to exceedeall the reſt, it is farre 
eaſier for you to guelle at his greete, then Iam any way able to expreſle 
it, His head, ſhoulders, yea all his vemoſt ſtrength he employeth, to re- 
moue that ouer-heany hinderer of his libertie : bur all his labour beeing 
ſpent in vaine, ſorrow threw him in a {woond vpon the Byſhopprs dead 
body,where if both of them might at thar inſtant haue bin obſerucd, the 
Arch-byſhops dead bodie, and Anarea in greete dying, very ha:dly had 
bene diſtinguiſhed. Bur his ſenſcs regaining their formes offices, among 
his ſilent co:r plaints, conſideration preſented him with choylſe of thele 
two vnauoydable extremities : Dye ſtaruing muſt he in the Tombe with 
putrifattion of the dead bodie; or if any man came to open the Graue, 
then muſt he be apprehended as a ſacrilegious Theefe, and ſo be hanged, 
according to the Lawes in that caſe provided, 

As hee continued intheſe ſtrange afflictions of minde, ſodaincly hee 
heard a noiſe inthe Church of diuers men, who (as he imagined) came 
about the like buſineſſe, as hee and his fellowes had vndertaken before; 
wherein he was not a iot deceiued,albeit his feare the more avgmented. 
Hauing opened the Tombe, and ſupported the ſtone, they varied alſo a- 
mong themſelves for entrance, andan indiffrent while contended about 
it, Atlength,a Pricſt being one in the company, boldly ſaid Why how 
now you white-liuer'd Raſcals > Whatarc you aftraid of? Do you thinke 
he will eate you 2 D*ad men cannot bite, andthereforel my ſelfe vvill 
20 in, Hauing thus ſpoken,he prepared his entrance to the tomb in ſuch 
order, tliat he thruſt in his tecte betore, for his cafier deſcending downe 
into it, 

Andrea fitting vpright in the Tombe, and defiring to make vſe of this 
happy opportunity, caught the Prielt faſt by one of his legges, making 
ſhew as if he meant to dragge him downe, Which when the Prieſt felt, 


hecryed out aloud, getting out with all the haſte he could make, and all 


his companions, being well-neere frighted out of their wits, ranne away 
amaine, as if they had bene followed by a thouſand diuels, Andrea lit- 
tlc dreaming on ſuch fortunate ſucceſſe, made meancs to ger out of the 
graue, andattcrward forth of the Church, atthe very ſame place where 
he entred, ; RET 
Now began day-lizht to appeare,' when he-(having therich Ring on 
his finger) wandred on hee knew- riot whether :-till comming to the Sea 
fide, he found the way direting I his Inne,where al his company mw 
3 WI 
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with his Hoſt, who had bene veric carefull for him. Raving related his 
manifold miſchances, his Hoſte friendly aduiſed him with ſpecde to ger 
him out of Naples. As inſtantly he did, returning home to Perou/e, ha- 
uing aduenturcd his fiue hundred Crownes ona King, wherewth hee 
purpoſed to haue bought Horſes, according tothe intent of his lourney 
thither. 


Madame Beritola Caracalla, was found inan 1/land with two Goates, hauing 
lot hey two Sonnes, ana thence trauailed into Lunn : where one of her 
Sonnes became ſeruant tothe Lord thereof, and was found ſomewhat oney. 

familiar with his Maſters daughter, who therefore cauſed him to be impris 


foned. Afterward,when the country of Sicely rebelled againſt King Charles, 


the aforeſaid Sonne chanced to bee knowne by his Mother, and was married 
zo hs Maſters daughter. And his Brother being found likewiſe, they both 
returned to great eſtate and credit, 
The Sixt Nouell, 
Heerein all men are admoniſh:d, nency to diſtrust the powerfull hand of Hea- 
wen when Fortune ſeemeth to be mot aduerſe againſt them, 


HeTLadiesand Gentlemen alſo, hauing ſiniled ſufficiently at the ſe 
TE accidents which did befall the —_ Traueller Abies wee 
ted at large by Madam Fiammerta, the Lady eAmillia ſeeing her taleto 


be full 
x ai ——— (by commandement of the Queene)to ſpeak in 


The diuerfitie of changes and alterations in Forty 
ne as they are great 
a rea they needs be greeuous ;and as often as we take ery for ie 
ot chem, fo often dothey awake andquicken our vnderſtandings, auou- 
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ching, rhat it is no caſie matter to depend vpon her Alatteries.. And I am 
of opinion, that to heare them recounted, ought not any way to offend 
vs, be it of men wretched, or fortunate ; becauſe, as they inſtru rhe one 
with good aduice, ſo they animate the other with comtort. And there- 
forc, although great occaſions haue beene already related, yerl purpoſe 
totell a Tale,no lefle true then lamentable;zwhich albeit it ſorted to a ſuc- 
ccflefull ending, yet notwithſtanding, ſuchand ſo many were the bitter 
thwartings,as hardly can I beleeuc, that cuer any ſorrow was more joy- 
fully ſweetned, 

You muſt ynderſtand then(moſt gracious Ladies) that afrer the death 
of Freder icke the ſecond Emperour, one named Manfred, was crowned 
King of Scily, about whom, lived in great account and authority,a Aea- 
polirane Gentleman, called Henrzet Capece, who had to Wife a beaurifull 
Gentlewom.n, and a Neapoiztare allo, named Madam Berjtola Caracalla, 
This H:nriet held the gouernment of the Kingdome of Szcly, & vnder- 
ſtanding tht King Charles the firſt, had wonnethe battle at Benewentum, 
and {laine King Manfred, the whole Kinglome reuolcing alſo to his de- 
votion, and littl» truſt ro be repoſed in the $zcz{zans,or he willing ro ſub - 
iet himſclſe tro his Lordes enemie ; prouidcd for his ſccret flight from 
thence. But this being diſcouered to the Szcr/{;ans, he and many more, 


; who had beene loyall {eruants to King Manfred, were ſuddenly taken & 
: impriſoucd by King Charles, and the {ole poſleſſion of the [land confir- 
med to him. | 

: M-dam Berito/a not knowing {in ſo ſudden and ſtrange an alteration 


of State affurcs ) what was become of her Husband, fearing alſo greatly 
£ bcfore, thoſe inconuentences which afterward followed ; being ouer- 
* come wich many p.fliouate conſiderations, hauing left and forſaken all 
| her goods, g 'ing abuord a [mall Barke with a Sonne ofhers, aged about 
ſome cighr yetres, named Geoffrey, and growne great with child with an; 
3 other,ſe fled thence to Lapery,where ſhe was brought to bed of another 
Soane,whom ſhe named (anſwerable both rohis and her hard fortune, } 
T be poore expelled, 47 
X Having prouiled her ſelf: of a Nurſe, they altogether went aboard a- 
* eine, ſetting ſayle for Naples ro viſit her Parents ; but it chanced quite 
contrary to her expectation, becauſe by ſtormie windes and weather,the 
vellcll being bound for Naples, was hurricdto the Ile of Ponzo,where en« 
t:ing into a ſmall Portof the Sea, they concluded to make their aboade, 
till a time more furtherous ſhould fauour their voyage. : 
As thereſt ſo did Madam Berzto/a goc on ſhore in the land, where ha- 
uing found a ſeparate and ſolitary place, fit for her ſilent and ſad mcdita- 
tions, ſecre:ly by her ſclfe,ſhee ſorrowed for the abſence of her husband. 
Reſorting daily to this her ſad exerciſe, and continuing there her com- 
bh plaints, vaſcene by any of the Marriners,or whoſccucr ctfe;therearriued 
Y ſ-dd:n'y a Galley of Pyrates, who ſcazing on the ſmall Barke, carried it 
: and a'l che reſt in it away withthem. When Ber:to/a had finiſhed her wo- 
R full complaints,as daily ſhee was accuſtomed to doc,ſhee returned backe 
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which {tght was very pleafing to her,and nothing in that diſtrefſe could 


to her children againe ; but finding no perſon there remayning, whereat 
ſhe wondered nota little: immediately (ſaſpeRting what had happened 
indecde) ſhe lent her lookes onthe Sea, and ſaw the Galley,which as yet 
had not gone farre,drawing the ſmaller veſlell after her. Hcreby plainly 
ſhe perccyued, thatrnow ſhe had loſt her children, as formerly ſhee had 
done her husband ; being left there poore, forſaken, and miſerable,” not 
knowing when, where, or how to finde any of them againe; and calling 
for ker Husband and Children, ſhee fell downe in a {wound vppon the 
ſhore. 

Now was not any body necre,with coole water or any other remedy 
to helpe the recouery of her loſt powers; wherefore her ſpirits might the” 
more freely wander ar their owne pleaſure ; bur after they were returned 
backe againe, and had won their wonted offices in her body, drowned 
in tearcs, and wringing her hands, ſhe did nothing but call for her chil: 
dren and husband, ſtraying all about in hope to finde them, ſecking in 
caues.dens, andeucry wherc elſe, that preſented the verie leaſt glimpſe 
of comfort. Burt when ſhe ſavy all her paincs ſort to no purpoſe, & darke 
night drawing ſwiftly on,hope and dilinay raiſing infinite perturbations, 
n:ade her yet to be ſomewhat reſpeRiue of her ſelfe, and therefore de- 
parting fromthe ſca-ſbore, ſhe returned to the ſolitary place, where ſhe 
vicd to (igh and mourne alone by her ſclfe- 

The nig\t being ouer-paſt with infinite feares and afrights,and bright 
day ſaluting the world againe,with the expence of nine hourcs & more, 
ſhe fell to her former fruitlefle travailes. Being ſomewhat ſharply bitten 
with hungcr, becauſe the former day and night ſhee had not raſted any 
foode : ſhee made therefore a benefit of neceſſity, and fed on the greene 
hearbes fo well as ſhe could, not without any picrcing afflitions, what 
ſhould become of her in this <xtraordinary milery. As ſhee walked in 
theſe penſiue meditations, ſhe taw a Goate enter into a Caue,and (with- 
in awhile after)come forth againe,wandring along thorow the woods. \ 
Whcrepon ſhe ſtayed, audentred where ſhe ſaw the beaſt iſſue foorth, et 
where the found two yong Kids,ycaned(as it ſeemed )the {elfefame day, FI 


more content her. : 
As yet, ſhe had milke freſhly running in both her breſts, by reaſon of 7 

her {o late delivery in child bed; whetetore ſhee lay downevnito the two > 

yong Kids, and taking themtenderly in her armes, ſuff. red cach ofthem - 

to ſuckea teate, whereofthey made not any refuſa'l, but tooke them as 

louingly as their dammes, and from that time forward,they made no di- 


ſ-inguilhing berweene their damme and her, Thus this vnfortunate La» 
dy,hauing tound ſome company in this ſolitary deſart,fed on herbes and "4 


roots, drinking faire running water, and weepins ſilently to her ſelfe, ſo IF 
often as ſhe remembred her husband, children, and former daycs paſt in 
much better manner, Heere ſhe reſolucd no to line and dye, being at 7 
laſt depriued both of the damme and yonger Kids alfo, by theyr wande- © 
11ng further into the necre adioyning Woods, according to their natt- 7 
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rall inclinations ; whereby the poore diſtreſſed Ladic became'more {a- 
uage and wilde in her daily conditions, then otherwiſe ſhee would have 
bene. | | | 
After many monthes were ouer-paſſed, at the very ſame place where 
ſhe tooke landing ; by chance, rhere arrived another ſmall yeſſcll of cer- 
taine P;ſans,whichremained there diuers daics. In this Barke was a Gen- 
tleman, named Corrado de Marcheſi Maleſpint, with his holy & yertvous 
wife, who were returned backe froma Pilgrimage, hauing viſited all the 
ſanRified places that then were inthe kingdome of Apnlia, & now were 
bound homeward to their owne abiding. This Gentleman, for the cx- 
pclling of melancholly p:rturbations, one eſpectall day amongſt other, 
with his wife, ſcruants, and wainting hounds, wancred vp into the Iland 
not far from the place of Madam Berto/acs defert dwelling. The hounds 
queſting after game, at lait happencd on the two Kids where they were 
feeding, and (vy thisrime) had attained to indifferent growth; and fin- 
| dins themſelues thus purſued by the hounds, fled to no other part of the 
wood, then to the canc where Ber/role remained, and ſecming is if they 
ſorghtro be reſcued only by hcr,the lodainly caught vp a ſtatfe, and for- 
ccd the hounds thence to flight, 

By this time, Conra4oand his wite,who had followed cloſely after the 
hounds, was come thither, and ſceing wat had hapned, looking on the 
Lady, who was become blacke,twarthy, meager,and h.ury,they wonde- 
red nota little at her,and ſhe agreardeate more at them. When 'vppon 
her requeſt)Coprado had checkt backe his hounds,they preuailed ſo much 
by carneſt intreatics, to know what [he was, and the reaſon of her living 
. there ; that the intircly rclatcd her quality, vnfortunare accidents, and 

ſtrange determination for liuing there, Which when the Gentleman had 

heard, who very well knew her husband, compaition forced 1earcs from 

® Tiscyes, andearncſtly he laboured'by kinde perſwations, to alter fo cru- 

el a deliberation 3 making an honourable ofter, for conduRting her home 

tolisowne dwelling, where ſhee ſhould remaine with him in noble rg 

= ſpect, as if the were his ownefilter, withour parting trom him, till For- 
2 tune ſhould ſmile as fairely on her.as cuer ſhe had done bcfore. 

When thcle gentle off could not preuaile with her,the Gentleman 
left his witc in her company,ſaying, that he would go fetch ſome foode 
tor her; and becauſe her garments were all rent and torne, hee would: 
bring her other of his wiucs, not doubting but to winne herthence with 
them. His wife abode there with Berito/a, veric much bemoaning her: 
great diſaſters : and when both viands and garments were brovght, by 
extremirie of interceſſion, they cauſed her to put them on, and alſo to 
tecde with rhem, albeit ſhee proteſted, that (hee would not part thence 

nto any place, whereany knowledge ſhould be taken of her. [nthe end, 

they perſwaded her to go with them into Lungiana, carrying alſo with 

ber the two yong Goars and their damme, which were then in the caue: 
altogether, pretrily playing before Bersto/a, to the g1car admiration of 
> Conraaand hiswife,as alſo the ſeruants attending on them. 
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When the windes and weather grew fauourable for them, Madame 
Beritols went aboord with Conrado and his Wite, being followed by the 
rwoyoung Goates and their Damme; and becauſe her name ſhould bee 
knowneto none but Conrado, and his wife onely, {hee would be ſtiled no 
otherwiſe but the Goatherdeſle, Merrily,yert gently blew the | gorges 
brought rhemto enter the Riuer of 444/74, where going on ſhore, and 
into thcir owne Caſtle, Bexztola kept company with the wife of Conrado, 
but in a mourning habite , and a waiting Gentlewoman of theirs, ho- 
neſt, humble, and very durtitull, the Goates alwayes familiarly keeping 
them company. 

Returne wee now to the Pyrates, which at Poxzo ſeized on the ſmall 
Barke wherein Madame Bertola was brought thirher, and carried thence 
away, without any light or kno:yledge of her. With ſuch other ſpoyles 
as they had taken, they ſhaped their courſe tor Gezeway, and there (by 
conſent of the Patrones of the Galley) made a diviſion of their booties. 
It came to paſſe, that (among orher things) the Nurſe that attended on 
Beritola, and the two Children with her, tell tothe {hare of one Meſſer 
Gaſparino d'Oria, who ſentthemtogether ro his owne Houle, there to be 
employed in ſcruice as Seruants» The Nurſe weeping beyond meaſure 
for the loſle of her Ladic, and bemoaning her owne miſcrable Fortunc, 
whereinto ſhce was now fallen with the two young Laddes ; after long 
lamenting, which ſhee found vrtetly truitl{{c and ro nonecttett, raough 
ſhe was vied as a ſeruant with them, and being but a very poore woman, 
yet was ſhee wiſe and diſcreetly aduiled, Vſhercfore, comforting both 
her ſclfe and them fo well as ſhe could, and conſidering the depth of their 
diſaſter, ſhee conceited thus, that if the Children ſhould be knowne, ir 
might redound to their greater danger, and ſſhiec be no way aduantaged 
thereby. 

Hercupon, hoping that Fortune (carcly or late) would alter her ſtearne 
malice, and that they might (it they liued) regaine once more their for- 
mer condition, ſhee would not ditcloſc them ro any one waatlocuer, till 
ſhee ſhould ſee the time aptly diſpoſed for it, Byng thvs determined,to 
all ſuch as queſtioned her conceraing them, the anſwered that they were 
her owne Children, naming the eldeſt not Gerffrep, bur Jehannce de Pro- 
c144, As for the yongeſt, thee cared not greatly for cizanging his name, 
and therefore wilcly informed Geeff-ey, vpon what reaſon ihce had alre- 
red his name, and what danger he might fail into, if he ſhould crtherwiſe 
be di{couered; being not ſatisfied with thus teHing him once,but remem- 
bring him thereof verie often, whichthe gentle yourh (being ſo well in- 
ſtrued by the wiſe and carctull Nurſe) did very watily obſcrue. 

The two young Laddes, verie poorely garmented, but much worſe 
hoſed and ſhodde, continucd thus in the houſe of Gaſparino, where both 
tiey and the Nurſe were long time cmploycd 2bout veric baſe and drud- 
ging Offices, which yetthey endured wich admirable patience. But J- 
hannt, aged already abour ſixteene yeeres, having a loftier ſpirit, then 
bclonged to aſlauith ſcruant, deſpiſing the baſenelle of his ſeruile condi- 
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tion; departed trom the drudgery of Meſſer Gaſparins, and going aboord 
the Galhes which were bound for Alexanaria, fortuncd into many pla- 
ces, yet none of them affoording him any aduancemenr. In the end,a- 
bour three or foure yeeres after his dcparture from Gaſparino,being now 
a braue yong man,and of very goodly forme : he vnderſtood,thar his fa- 
ther (whom he ſuppoſed to be dead) was as yet liuing, bur in captiuity, 
and priſoner to King Charles, Wherefore, defpairing of any ſuccetie- 
full tortune, he wandred here and there, till he cameto Lunigrana, and 
there (by ſtrange accident) he became ſcruant to Meſſer Conrado Maleſpin 
no,where the {eruice proucd well liking trorhem both. 

Very {1\dorac times hee had a fight of his Mother, becauſe ſhce al- 
waycs kept company with Comraaves vwite;and yet whentheycame with- 
in view of caci other, thee knew not him, nor he hcr,lo much yeres had 
altred them both from what they were wont to be, and when they ſaw 
cach orher laſt. 7c{40t being thus inthe ſeruice of XMefſer Conrado, it 
tortuncd that a Gaughter of his,named Sophza, being the widdow of one 
Meſſer Nicolas Gri2nmreuracd home to her Fathers houle. Very beau- 
tif}! and amiable the was, young likewif{c,aged but little aboue f1xtcene ; 
growing wondcroufly amorous of 7:hanzer,and he of her, in cxtraordi- 
nary and moſt terucnt manner: which loue was not long withour full ct- 
fect, continuing many moneths before any perſon could perceyue it : 
which making them to build on themore aſſurance, they began rocarry 
th-ir meancs with lc{ſe diſcretion then is required infuch nice caſes, and 
which cannot be too proutdently managed. 

Vpon a day, he and the walking to a goodly Wood, plentifully furni- 
{h.d with ſpreading Trecs : having out-gone the reſt of their company, 
they made choiſc of a pleaſant place, very daintily ſhaded and beautificd 
with ali forts of lowers. There they ſpent ſorne timein amorous talking, 
beice ſome other {weete embraces, which though ir ſeemed 0uer-{ſhort 
to thin, yer was it {o vnaduiſedly prolonged,thatthey were on a ſodain 
lurprized,firſt by the mother,and next by Meſſer Conrado himiclte; who 
erceuny beyond meaſure, to be thus treachcrouſly dealt withall,cauſed 
them to be apprehended by three of his ſeruants; and (withour telling 
themany reaſon wiy) icd bound to another Caſtle of his, and treeting 
wih extremity of rage, concluded in his minde, thatthey ſbould both 
ſhamctully be putto death. 

The Mother ynto this regardleſſe daughter, hauing heard the angne 
wordes of her Husband, and how hec would be reuenged on the faulty z 
could not, cndure that he ſhould be fo ſeuere : wherefore, although ſhee 
was likewife much afflicted in minde, and reputed her Daughter worthy 
(for fo great an offence) of all cruch punniſhment, yer ſhe haſted to her 
Ciſplcated husband, and began to entreate, that hee would not runne on 
in ſuch a furious ſpleene, now in his aged yeeres to bethe murtherer of 
his owne childe, and ſoile his hands inthe blood of his ſeruent. Rather 
hc might finde out ſome milde courſe for the ſatisfaction of his anger,by 
committing them to cloſe impriſonment, there to remaine and —_ 
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for their folly committed, The vertuous and religious Lidy alledged ſo 
manv commendable examples, and vied ſuch plenty of mouing perſwafi. 
ons. that ſhe quitealtred his minde from putting them to death, and hee 
commanded onely, tha they ſhould ſeparately be impriſoned, with little 
ſtore of t00d, and lodging of the vnealieſt, vntill he ſhould otherwiſe de. 
termine of them; and to it was dope. What their life now was in captiul- 
ty and continuall tcares, with ſtriCter abſtinence then was needetv!l for 
them, all this I muſt commit to your conſideration. 

Ichannot and Spire remaining in this comfort it Condition, and an 
whole ycere being now Out-worne, yet Conrado keeping them thus fill 
impriſoned : it came to pile, that Doz Pears King of Arragon , by the 
meancs of Meſſer Toh de Procida, cauled thc Iflc of Sicily ro revolr, and 
rook+ it away trom King Charles; whereat Conraas(hebeing of the Chih- 
biline fa&ion) not a little rejoyeed. 2:hanzer having intcll:gence rhereoft; 
by ſome of them that had him in cuſtody, breathing toorth a vencmente 
fighe, fpalc.in this manner. Alas poore miferatle wrerch 7$ 1am ! thax 
haue al: cady gone begging thorovgh the world above fourcreence yorres, 
In exp-@2:1,n of nothing cle butthis opportunity ; and now it 15 cone, 
muſt I be in priſon, to the eng, that I ſhould nener more hope tor any tu- 
ture happinctic : And how can I ger forth of this priſon, «<xcept it bee by 
dcarhonelv - How now, rcpiyed the Officer of the Guard 5 VVhat doth 
this buſiactfe of great Kings concerne thee ? What aftayres izafſt thou in 
Dicily ? 

Once more 7harnot lighed extreamly, and returned him this 2nſwer, 
Me thinks my hcart (querh hee) docth cleaue in funder, when 1 callto 
rmndethe charge hich my Father had there ; for although TI was but a 
lic boy wixnl fled thence, yet [ can well romer be r,char I faw him Go- 
ucrnor there, at ſuch timeas King A7azfred lined, The Guard, purſuing 
on iti] his purpoic, demanded of him, what and who tis Father was? My 
Fathe (repited Iehanuwot?) 1 may now 1Ciurcl, (pc; ke of ! tin being our of 
theperill which neercly concerned me if Thid becne difroured 53 he wa 
tic game (and fo fill it ke be living) Perrier Capeeryun my name is Geo- 
ftrey, and not 7/channit ;, and | m.keno doulr, bur if l were freed from 
hy nce,andmiglit be returned home to Sicily, ] ſhould (for his ſake)be pla- 
ccd in ſome authority. 

Thehonelſt man of the Giiard, withour i ecking aiter any fu: ther jinfor- 
m:rion; ſo ſcone as hc could compallc any leyſur”, reported all to M: {- 
ſer Conrado,who hauing heard thefenewrs(albeit he made no ſhew there- 
ot to the reucaler) went to Madam Ber:tola , graciouſly d emaunding of 
her, it ſhe had any ſonne by her husband, who was called Geoffrey, The 
Lady rcplycd inteares, that if her eldeſt ſonne were as yer livino, he was 
10 named,andnow aged about twoand twenty yoeres. Conrado hearing 
this, imagined this ſame tobe theman, conſid:ring further withall, that 
tir. [lou to prouc ſo, hee might hauethe better meancs of mercie, and 
_ y conccaling bus danghters ſhame, ioyfully 1oync themfn marriage 
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Hereupon;he {ecretly called 1channer before him,cxamining him par* 
ticalarly of all his paſlcd lite, and finding (by mo manifeſt arguments} 
that his name was truly Geoffrey, and the'c!deſt forrof Henriet Capece, he 
ſpake thus ro him. 7ebazner,thou knoweſt how great the injuries are that 
thou haſt done me, and my decre daughter; gently intreating thee (as 
became an honeſt ſeruant} that thou ſhouldeſt alwayes have bene reſpe- 
Qiue of mine honor, and all that appertaine vato me. There are many 
noble Gentlemen, who ſuſtaining the wrong whichthou haſt offredme, 
they would have procuredthy [hamefull death, which pitty & compaſ- 
ſion will not ſuffer in me. Wherefore ſeeing(as thou informeſt me)that 
thou art honourably derived both by tather and mother, I will give end 
ro all thy anguiſhes, euen when thy ſelte art ſo pleaſed, relealing thee 
from that captiuity wherein I haue fo long kept thee, and in one inſtant, 
reducethinc honor and mine into complea: perfection. As thou knoweſt 
my daughtcr Sp/2z, whom thou haſt embraced asa friend {although far 

vaſitting for thee,o1 her)is a widdow,and hermarriage is both grearand 

200d ; what her manners and conditions are,thou indifferently knowelt, 
and artnot ignorant of her father and mother : concerning thine owne 
eſtate, as now I purpoſe not to ſ{pzake any thing. Therefore, when thou 
wilt, I am determined, that whereas thou haſt immodcſt'y affeed her, 
ſhe ſhall become thy honeſt witc,and accepting thee as my ſonne, to re- 
maine with me ſo long as you both plealc. 

Impriſonroent had flomwhar miſhapen 7e/470t in his outward forme, 
bur not impaired a tot of his noble ſpirit; much lefle the true Joue which 
he bare his fiiend. Andalthough moſt carneſily he deſired that which 
now Corrado had fo frankly offered him, and was in his power onely ro 
beſtow on him; yet could he not cloud any pact of h1s greatnes, but with 
a reſolued iudgement ,thus replied. My Lord, aftectation of rule, defire 
of wclchy potleſſions,or any other matter whatſocucr,could neuer make 
me a traitor to you or yours ; butthat Thaue loucd,do louc, and for cuer 
ſhal loue your beautcous daughter : it that be ereaſon,I do freely confeſle 
it, and will Cie a thouſand deaths before you or any elſe ſhall enforce me 
to deny it, for I hold her highly worthy of my loue. If I haue bin more 
vamannerly with ler then became me, I hauc committed but that error, 
which euermore is ſo attendant vppon youth; that to deny, is to denie 
youth alſo. And ifrcuerend age would but remember, that once he was 

- yong.,& meaſure others offences by his owne,they wo'ild nor be thoght 
{»great,as you(and many more Jaccovnt them to be, mine being com- 
mitted asSa friend,and nor as an enemy. What you make offer of ſo wil- 
lingly, I haue alwayes deſired; and if [ had thought it would haue beene 
granted,long ſince T had moſt humbly requeſted it : & ſo much the more 
acceptable would it haue bin to me, by how much the further off it ſtood 
from my hopes. Bur if you bee ſo forward as your words doe witneſle, 
then feed me not with any furrher fruitleſſe expeAation, but rather ſend 
mz? backe to priſon,and lay as many afflitions on me as you pleaſe. For 
my endee:cd loueto your daughter Spina, maketh mee to loue you the 
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more for her ſake,how hardly ſocuer you intreat me, andbindeth me in 
the greater reuerence to you.as being the Father of my faireſt friend.) 
Meſſer Conrado hearing theſe words,ſtood as one confounded with ad- 
mication, reputing him to be a man of loftie ſpirit, and his affeQion moſt 
feruent ro his Daughter, which was nota little to his liking. Wherefore, 
embracinghim, and kifling his checke, withour any longer dallying, hee 
ſent in like manner for his Daughter. Her reſtraint in priſon, had made 
hcr lookes meagrr, pale,and wanne, and very weake was ſhe aiſo of her 
perſon, farre differing from the Woman ſhe was wont to be, before her 
affe&tion to 1channot. There in preſence of her Father, and with free con- 
ſ-nt of cither,they were contracted as man and wife,and the cſpouſals a- 
greed 0n according to cuſtome, Some few dayes after, (without any 
ones knowledge of that which was.done; hauing furniſhed them with all 
things fit for the purpoſe,and time aptly ſcruing,that the Mothers ſhould 
be partake:s in this 10y;z he called his wite, and Madam Berto/a,to whom 
ficſt he ſpake in this manner. 

What will you ſ:y Madame, if I cauſe you to ſee your eldeſt Son, not 
long ſince married to one of my daughters? Whercunto Beyr#tola thus re- 
plied. My Lord,I can ſay nothing elſe ynto you, bur that I fhal be much vs 
more obliged to you, then alrcady Iam, and the rather, becauſe you will F 4 
let me ſcethe thing which is decrer then mine owne lite ; and rendering | 
it vnto m2 in ſuch manner as you ſpeake of, you will recall backe ſome | 
part of my former loſt hopes : and viith theſe words, the teares ſtreamed - 
aboundantly from her eyes. Then turning to his wite, he faid : And you 
l deere Loue,it Ifhew you ſuch a Son in law,what will you thinke of 1t 

| Sir(quoth ſhc)whar pleafſerh you,muſt and ſhall ſatisfie me,be he gentle- 


: man or beggar. Wcll ſaid Madam,anſweaed Mefſer Conrado, 1 hope ſhort- 
3; ly,to make you voth ioyfull. So when the amorovs couple had recoue- 
is red their former Feature,and honorable garments pr: pared for them, pri- . 


uitcly thus he ſaid ro Geoffrey ; Beyond the toy which already thou art 
inriched withall, how would it pleaſe thee to meete thine owne Mother 
herc?I cannot bclecue Sir(replicd Cerffrey )that her grecuous misfortuncs 
baue ſuftcrcd herto live {o long; and yer, it heauen hath bin ſo mercifull 
to her;my toycs were incomparable, tor by ber gracious counſcl,l might 
well hope to recover no meane happines in Sicily. Soone after,both the 
mothers were {ent for, who were ttanſportcd with vnſpeakable ioy,when 
they belicld the ſo lately married couple : being much zmazed what in- 
ſpiration had guided 27eſſer Conrado to this extraordinary benignity, in 
1oyning /channot in marriage with Spina, 

Here: pon, Madam Berto/a remembring the ſpeeches betweene her 
and Me//cr Conrado began to obſerue him very aduiſedly; and by a hid- 
d-n vertue which long had filently ſlept in her,and now with ioy of ſpi- 
rit awaked, calling to mind the lineatures of her ſonnes infancy, without 
| awaiting forany other demonſtration, ſhe folded him in her armes with 
1 earneſt atfeion. Motherly ioy & pity now contended {0 violently togi- 
| ther, that ſhe was not able to ytter one word, the {enfitiue vertues being 
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ſocloſely combined, that (cucn as dead)ſhe tell downe in the armes of her 
Son. And he wondering greatlythereat, making a better recolleRion'of 
his thonghes, did well remember, that hee had often before ſcene her in 
the Caſtle, without any other knowledge of her. Nenertheleſſe, by meere 
inſtin& of Nature,whoſe power in ſuch ations declares it ſelfe to be high 
ly predominant; his very foule aflured him, that ſhe was his Mother, and 
blaming his vaderſtanding, that he had not before bene bertcr aduiled,he 
threw his armes about her, and wept exccedingly. 

Atterward, by the louing pines of Conradees wite, as alſo her daugh- 
ter Sp1ma, Madam Beritols (being recouered from her paſhonate traunce, 
and her vitall ſpirits exccuting their O thces againe) tell oncemore to the 
embracing of her Sonne, kithing him infinite times, with teares and ſpce-. 
ches of motherly kindn<fle, he likewiſe expreſſing the fame dutifll hi. 
manity to h: r. Which ceremontous courteties being paſſed over and 0- 
ver, to no little 10y in allthe beholders, belide repetition of their ſcuerall 
misfortunes. *M:ſſer Conrado madeall knowne to his friends, who were 
very glad of this new alliance made by him, which was honoured with 
ma y{lemnefeaſtings, Whichbcaing all concluded, Geoffrey having 
f-unu ou fit pl:ce and opportunity, for conference with his new created 
Fai her, without any {iaiſter oppoſition ,; began as fellowcth, 

Honovrable Father, you haue raiſed my contentment to the higheſt 
degree, 2d baue hicaped allo many gracious fauours on my Noble Mo- 
ther ; but now in the tinall concluſion; that nothing may remaine vneffe- 
&cd, which conſiſteth in your power to performe : I would hymbly en- 
trcate you, to honour my Mother with your company, ata Feaſt of my 
making. where I would gladly allo haue my Brother preſent. Meſſer Ca- 
ſparmo 4'Ortia(asT haue heretofore told.you)queſting as a common Pyrat 
onthe Seas,tooke vs and ſent vs home to his houſe as {laues, where(as yet) 
he detatnerh him, I would I1kewife hauc you ſend into Sicily, who infor- 
ming himfeclte more amply in the ſtare of the Countrey, may vnderſtand 
what is become of Henriet my Father,and whether he be living or no. If 
hebe alive, then to know 1a what condition he is4 and being ſecretly in- 
liructed in allthings,then 10 returne backe againe to you, * -* 

This motion made by Geoffrey, was fo pleaſine to Comrade, that wirtr- 
out any rctercnce to further leyſure, -hee diſpatched thence two diſcreete 
perſons, thc oneto Gennray, and the other to Srerly + he which went for 
Geneway, having met with Gaſparzno,earneſtly eftreated him (on the be- 
halie of Conrago)to ſend him the Prove expelled ,und his Nurſe recounting 
eucry thinzin order, which Conrado" had tolde him, concerning Geoffrey 
and his mother, When Gaſþarino tad Heard the'whole difcotitfc, he mar- 
velled greatly thereat, and aide; Tru it is, that will doe any thing for 

Meſſer Conrado, which may bee to his loue and liking, prouided; that it 
lyc 1n my power to perforne; and{about fome fourcteene yeeres ſince) I 
brought ſucha Lad as you ſecke forzwith his mother, hone to'my houſe, 
whom [ will gladly ſend-ynto himii i 'Bur you tnay tell him from me, that 
| aduiſc him-tromouer-taſh creditingthe Fables of /#hawovt;*that now 
K 2 tc1mcs 


— 
—— 


Noells.- - The Second Day, PE 


ecrmes himſelfe by the name of Geoffrey, becauſe heis a more wicked boy 
then he taketh himto be, and ſo did I finde him. | | 

Hauing thus ſpoken, and giuing kinde welcome to the Meſſenger, ſe- 
cretly he called the Nurſe vnto him, whom hee heedfully examined con- 
ccrning this caſe. She hauing heard the rebeilion inthe Kingdome of Si. 
cily; and vnderſtanding withall that Henriet was yet liuing,ioytully threw 
off all her former feare,relating euerything to him orderly, and the rea- 
ſons mouing her to conceale the whole buſineſſe in ſuch manner as ſhee 
had done. Geſþarino well perceiuing, that the report of the Nurſe,andthe 
meſſage recciued from Conraae, varied not in any one circumſtance, be- 
gan the better to credit her words. And being a man moſt ingemtous,ma- 
king further inquiſition into the buſineſle, by allthe pcſhble meancs hee 
could deuiſe ; and finding euery thing to yeeld vndoubted affurance,aſha- 
med of the vile and baſe vſage wherein he had ſo long time keptthe Lad, 
and dcfiring(by his beſt meanes)to make him amends, he hada beautifull = 
daughrer,'aged about thirteene yeares,and knowing what manner of man =R7 
he was, his Father Heyriet alſo yet living, he gaue her to him in marriage, 7 
with a very bountifull and honourable dowry. Ge 

The iouiall dayes of feaſting being paſt, he went aboorda Galley with | 
the Poore expelled, his Daughter,the Ambaſſador, andthe Nurſe, depar- | 
ting thence to Lericy, where they were nobly welcommed by Meſſer Con- | 
r4ado, and his Caſtle being not farre from thence, with an honourable 
traine they were conduCted thither,& enrertained with all poſſible kind. | 
neſſe, Now concerning the comfort of the Mother, meeting ſo happily 
with both her ſonnes, the 1oy of the brethren and mori:er rogether,hauing 
alſo found the faithful Nurſe, Gaþparzno and his daughter,in company cow 
with Cozrado and his wife, friends, familiars, ard ll generally in a Iubilee 
of reioycing : it exceedeth capacity in meerto expreſlc it, and therefore I 
rctcrre it to your more able imagination, 

In thetime of this mutuall contentment, to the endthat nothing might 
be wanting to complear and perfe&t this vniuerſall ioy ; our Lord, a moſt ' 
abundant beſtower where he beginncth, added long wiſhed tydings con- # 
cerning the life and good eſtate of Henry Capece. For, euenas they were 
teaſting, and the concourſe great of wotthy gueſts, both Lords & Ladies ; 
the firlt ſcxuice was {caſey ſet onthe Tables, but the Amb.fador which 
was {entto Sicily, arriged there beforethem, Among many other im- 
portant matters, he ſpake of Henrz;er, who bring fo.long atime detained in 
priſon by King Charles, when the commotion aroſe inthe Citty againſt 
che King, the people(grudging at Henr:ers long impriſonment) ſlew the 
Guards, andlſet himat liberty. Then as capitall encmieto King Charles, 
_ " created Captaine Generall, following the chaſe, and killing the 

'rench, | EE 

Now by this meanes,he grew great inthe grace of King Pedre, who re- 
lanted himin all the goods and honours which he had before,with verie 
ighand eminent authority. Hereunto the Ambaſſador added, that hee 


| | was cntertayned with cxtraordinary grace, and dcliuery of publike 10y 
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andexaltation, when his Wite and Sonne were knowne to be liuing, of 
whom notydings had at any time bene heard, fincethe houre of his ſur- 
priza!l. Moreouer,that a {wift winged Bark wasnow ſent thither {vpon 
the happy hearing ofthis newes) well furniſhed withnoble Gentlemen, 
roattend till their returning backe. We ncede to make no doubt concer- 
ning the tydings brought by this Ambafſadour, nor of the Gentlemens 
welcome, thus ſent to Madame Berito/a and Geeffrey ; who before they 
would ſit downe arthe Table, faluted Meſſer Conradoand his kinde Lady 
(on the behalte of Herrzer} for all the great graces extended to her and 
hr Sonne, with promiſe of any thing, lying in the power of Herrzet, to 
reſt continually artheir command. Thelike they did to Siguror Gaſparine 
(whoſe liberall fauours came vnlooked for) with certaine aflurance,that 
when Henrict ſhould vnderſitand what he had done for his other Sonne, 
the Poore expelled, there would be no detaylance of reciprocal! courte- 
HCS, 

As the longeſt ioyes haue no perpetutty of laſting, ſo all theſe gracefu! 
ceremonies had their conclution, with 25 many fighes and tearcs at par- 
ting. as toycs abounded at thetr firſt encountring, _ then , that 
you ſce ſuch aboord,as were to haue here no longer abtding,Madam Be- 
r:tolaand Geoffrey, with the reſt; as the Poore expelled, the ſo late married 
Wiues, and the faithtull Nurſe bearing them company. With proſpe- 
rous windes they arriued in Szczly, wherethe Wife, Sonnes,and Daugh»- 
ters, were ioyfully met by Henrzet at Palermo, and with ſuch honourable 
pompe, as a caſe ſo important cqually deſerued. The Hiſtories make fur- 
ther mention, that there they liuved(a long while after) in much felicitic, 
with thankfull hcatts (no. doubr) in Heauen, in acknowledgement of fo 
many 2reat mcIcics rccelued, 


The Seld.12 of Babylon ſent one of his Danehters, tobe royned in mayriage with 
the Kino of Cholcos, whe by druers accidents (inthe ſpace of foare yeeres) 
happened rnto theeuftodie of ine men, and in ſunary places, At length be- 
717 reſtored backs to her Father, ſhe went to the ſarde King of Cholcos, 4s 
4 14d, and as at firſt ſhe was intended tobe by wife, 


The Seventh Noucll. 


A linely de menſtration, that the beant j of a Woman oftentimes )is very hurt - 
full to hex ſelfe, and the occaſion of many enils, yea,and of death, to diners 


men, 


122 tend it {elfe{o farre in length, as it mooued compaſſion in the 
FX gies mindes, hearing the hard fortuncs of Beritel/a & her Chil- 
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It is a matter of no meane difficulty (vertuous Ladics)tor vs to take in- 
tirc knowledge of cuery thing we doe, becaule (as oftentimes hath bene 
obſcrucd) many men, imagining if they were rich, they {hould liueſe- 
curely, and without any cares , And therefore, not onely hauc theyr 
prayers and int:rceſſons aimed at that end, but allo their ſtudies and dai- 
ly cndeuours, without refuſall of any paincs or perils haue not meanely 
exp: cſled their hourely folicitude. And although it hath happened ac- 
coidingly to them, andtheir couctous deſires fully accompliſhed ; yer ar 
length they haue inctte with ſuch kinde people, who likewiſe thirſting 
after th-ir wealthy poſſeſſions, haue berett them of lite, being their kinde 
and intimate fricrds, before they attained to ſuch rich:s. Some other,be- 
ing of lowe and baſc condition, by aduenturing in meny skirmilhes and 
foughten battels, trampling in the bloud of their brethren and friends, 
hauc bene mounted to the ſoucraigne dignity of Kingdomes(beleeving 
that therein conſiſted the trueſt happineſle) but bought with the deercft 
price of thcir liucs, For, beſide their infinit cares and feares wherewith 
ſuch greatnefle 1scontinually attended, ar tlicy royall Tables, they have 
drunke poylon ina Golden pot. Many other in like manner (with moſt 
carneſt appetite) haue coucted beauty & bodily ſtrength, not foreſeeing 
with any wdgement,that theſe vithes were not without peril! when be- 
ng enducd withthem, they either hauc benethe occaſion of thcir death, 
orl..chalingering lamentablc eſtatc of life, as death yvere athouſand 
times more welcome to them. 


But, becauſe I would not fpeake particularly of all our fraile and hu- 


mane affeAions,[dareaſſure ye, thatthere is notany one of thele deſires 


to be elected among vs mortals, with entire forfight or proujdence,war- 
rantablc 


— 
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rantabl- :g1inſt their ominous yſſue. Wheretore,if we would walke di- 
realy, wee ſhould diſpoſe our willes andaffeRtions, to be guided onely 
by him, who beſt knoweth what is needfull for vs, ard will beſtow them 
ar his good pleaſure, Nor let melay this blamctullimputation vppon 
men onely,tor oftending in many things through vu.r Jauith defires: be- 
cauſe you your {clues(gracious Ladies)finne highly in one, as namely, in 
- coucting to be beautifull. So that It is not ſ:thctent for you, to enioy 
thoſe beautics beſtowne on you by Nature 3 but you practice to increaſe 
them by theraritics of Art. Wherefore,et it not offend you, that I tell 
you thc hard fortune of a faire Sarazine,to whom it hapned by ſtraunge 
aduentures, that within the compaſle of toure yeares, nine {cuerall ttmes 
ro be married, and onely for her beauty. 

Itis now along time ſince, rthatthere liacd a Soldane in Babylon, na- 
med B:minridayyto whom white he lrued)many things happened, aniwe- 
rable to his owne defires. Among divers other Cinldren both male and 
femate, hee had a daughter ca!led A4/t9zella, and thee (according to the 
common voyce of cucry on: that ſaw hcr) was rhe fayreſt Lady then li- 
ving in all the world, And vecauic the King of Cnvlcos hid wondertully 
a{lited him, in a moſt valiant toughten birtcIl againſt a mighty Armie 
of Arabians, wio on a fudainc had aflailed him ; he demanded his faire 
daughter in mar:4ge, which likewiſe was kindly granted to him. Where- 
upon a goodly and well-armed Ship was prepared tor her, with full fur- 
niſhment ot all neceſfary proutfton, and accompanicd with an onoura- 
ble traine both of Lords and Ladies, as alſo moſt coſtly and ſumptuous 
accouſtrements ; commending her tothe mercy of heauen,in this mancr 
was ſhe {ent away. 

The time being propitious for therr parting thence, the Mariners hot- 
ſed their ſayles, leauing the part of A/cx2za7;a, and ſayling profperoutly 
many daycs together, When they had paſt the Countrey of Sardina, 
and (as they imagined) were well necre to their 1ourneyes end ; fodaine- 
ly aroſe boyſterous and contrary windes, which were {o impetuous |be- 
yond ail meaſure,and 1o tormented the Ship whercin the Lady was;that 
the Mariners ſecingno ſigne of comfort, gaue ouer all hope of clcaping 
with life, Neucrchelefic,as men moſt expert in implacable dangers, they 
labourcd to their vttermoſt power,and contenced with infintte bluftring 
tcmpelts,tor the ſpace of two dayes and nightstogether, hoping the third 
day would proue more taviourable. But therein they ſaw themſclues de- 
ceyued, forthe violence continued ſtill, encreafing in the night time 
more and more, bcing not any way ableto comprehend either vvhere 
they were,or what courſe they tooke,neither by Marinall judgement, or 
any apprehenſion cle whatſocuer, the heauens were ſo clouded, and the 
nights darkcnefſe [0 extreame. 

Bceing (vnknowne to them) necre the Ifle of Mazorrca, they felt the 
S.1ppcto ſplit in the bottome : by meanes whereof, perceiving now no 
hope ot eſcaping (cuery one caring for himſelfe, and notany other)they 


threw foorth a Squiffe on the troubled waues, repoſing more confidence 
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of ſafety that way, then abiding any longer in the broken ſhip. Howbeir 
fach as were firſt deſcended downe, made ſtout reiſtance againſt all 0- 
ther followers,with their drawne weapons : but ſafety of lite fo far pre- 
uayled, that what with the Tempeſts violence, and ouer lading of the 
Squiffe, it ſunke rothe bottome, and all periſhed that were therein. The 
Ship being thus {} plit,and more then halfe full of water, toſſed & tormen- 
red by the bluſtring windes,firſt one way, and then another : was at laſt 
driuen into a ſtrond of the Iſle 44aror:ca,no other perſons therein remai- 
ning, but onely the Lady and ker women, all of them (through the rude 
tempeſt,and their owne conceiucd feare) lying ſtill, as it they were more 
then halfe dead. And there,within a ſtones calt ot the neighboring ſhore 
the ſhip(by the rough ſarging billowes)was fixcd faſt in the ſands and (g 
continued all the reſt ot the night,without any further moleſtation ofthe 
windes. | 

When day appearcd, and the violent ſtormes were more mildly ap- 
peaſed, the Ladie,who ſcemed well-neere dead, lifred vp her head, and 
began (weake as [he was):0 call tirſt one,and then another : but thee cal- 
led in vaine,for ſuch as ſhe named were farrc enough from her,” Where 
forc, hearing no an{were,nor ſceing any one, ſhe wondred greatly, her 
feares encreaſing then more and more. Raiting her ſelfc ſo well as ſhee 
could, ſhe beheld the Ladies that were of her company, and ſome other 
of her women, lying ſtill without any ſtirring : whereupon, firſt jogging 
one,and then another, and calling them leuer:)ly by rheir names, ſhee KF 
found them bereft of vnderſtanding, and euen as if they were dead, their 7 
heartr were ſo quayled, and their teare fo oncr-ruling, which was no © 
meanc diſmay tothe poore [Lady herſelfe, Neucrthetefle,neceſſity now | 
being her beſt counſcllor, f:cing her fclte thus all alone,and not knowing 
in what place ſhee was, ſhoe vicd ſvcht meanes to them that were liuing, 
thar(at the laſt)they came ro better knowledve of themſelues. And being 
vnable to gueſſe, what was b*come of the men and dMarriners, ſceing the 
Ship alſo driven on the ſands,and filled wih water, ſhe began with them 
rolament moſt grecuouſly : and now it was about the houre of mid day, 
betorethcy could deſcry any perlon on the ſnore, orany cl; to piry them 
in{o vrocnt anecefhity, 


Atlcngrth,noone being paſt,a Gentleman named Ba/a24h, attended 
by diucrs of his followers on horlcbacke.andreturning trom a Countrie 
louſc beionging to him, chancedto ride by on the ſands, Vppon fight 
of the Ship lying in that caſc,he imagined truely what had hapned, and 
commanded one of his men to enter aboord ir, which(with { me difh- 
cultie) hee did, to relolue his Lord what remaincd therein, There hee 
tound the faire yong Lady, with ſuch ſmall Niore of company as was left 
her, tearctully hidden ynder the prow of the Ship, So ſoone as they ſaw 
him, they held vp their hands,wotully defiring mercy of him:bur he per- 
ccluing their lamentable condition, and that hee vnderſtoode not what 
they {aide to him, their affliction grew the greater, labouring by ſignes 
and geſtures, to giue him knowledge of their misfortune, © J 
The | 
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The ſeruant gathering what he could by their outward behaviour, de- 
clarcd to his Lord what hee had ſcene in the Ship z who cauſed the Wo- 
men to be brought onſhore, andall the precious things remaining vvith 
them , conducting rchem with him toa place not far off, where with food 
and warmth he gaue them comfort, By the rich garments which the La- 
dy was cloathed withall, he reputed her tobe a Gentlewoman well deri- 


Ce EG 


ucd, as the great reuerence doneto her by the reſt, gaue him good reaſon 


toconceiue, Andalthough her Jookes were pile and wan,as al{o her pc r- 
ſon mightily altered, by the tempeſtuous violence of the Sea : yet not- 
withſtanding, ſhe appeared faire and loucly in the eye of Batazerh,where- 
upon forthwith he determined, thatif ſhe were not married, hee would 
enioy her at his owne in marriage : orif hecould not winne herto bee his 
wite, yct(atthe leaſt) ſhee ſhould be his friead, becaule ſhe remained naw 
in his power, 

Bajazeth was a man of ſtcarne lookes, rough and harſh both in ſpecch 
and behauiour ; yet cauſingthe Lady to be honourably vſcd diuers dayes 
together, ſhze became thereby well comforted and recouered. And [ceing 
her beautie to exccede all compariſon, he was afflicted beyond meaſure, 
thzt he could not vaderſtand her, nor ſhe him, whereby hee could not 
know of whence or whatſhe was, His amorous flames cncreafing more 
and more ; by kinde, courteous, and affable ations, he laboured to com- 
paſſe what he aymed at. Butall his endeauour proucd to no purpoſe, tor 
ſhe retulcd all familiar priuacie with him, which ſo much the more kinds 
Icd the fury of his fife. This being well obſerued by the Lady , hauing 
now remained there a moneth and more, and colleing by the cuſtomes 
ofthe Countrey, that ſhe was among Turkes z and infuch a place, where 
although (be were knowne, yet it would littleaduantage her , beſide, that 
long protrattion of time would prouoke Baiazeth by taire mcancs or 
force to obtaine his will : ſhe propound<d to her {elf (with magnanimity 
of ſpirit) r0 treadall misfortuncs vad:r her teete, commanding her Wo- 
men {whereot ſhee had but three now remaining aliu<) rhat they ſhould 
not diſcloſe what the was, exccpt it were in ſome ſuch place, where mani- 
tclt ſ1gnes might yeeld hope of regaining their liberry. Morcouer,fhe ad- 
moniſhcd them ſtoutly ro defend their honour and chaſtity;afhrming,thar 
ſhe had abſolutely rcſolucd with her {clfe, that neucr any o.hcr ſhould en- 


ioy her, but her intended husband : wherein her women did rauch com- 
mend her, promiling to preſeruetheir reputation, according as {hee had. 


commanded, 


_ , Dayby day, were the torments of Baiazerh wonderfully augmented, 
'yer ſtill his kinde offers ſcornefully refuſed, and he as firre off from com- 
paſling his deſires, as when he firſt beganne tro mooue the matter : where® 


tore, perceiving that all faire courſes ſerued tono cf, hee reſolued r6 
compaſlc his purpoſe by craft and ſubtilty, reſcruing rigorous excremitic 
for his tinall conclution. And having once obſerued, that wine was verie 


Ppkaling torhe Lady, (he being neuer vicd to drinke any at all, becauſe(by 


hcr Countries Law) was forbidden her : and no mcane ſtore hauing 
beene 
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beene lately brougantto BaiaFeth ina Barke of Geneway : hee m_—_ to 
ſurprize her by mcanes thercof, aSa cheete miniſter of Venus, to neate 
the couleſt blood. And ſeeming now in his ourward behaviour, as it hee 
had giuen ouer his amorous purluite, and which ſhe ſtrove by all herbeſt 
endeauours to withſtand : one night, after a very maieſticke and folemne 
manner, hee prepared a dclicate and ſumptuous ſupper, whereto the La- 
dy was inuitcd : and lice h2d giuen order, that hee who attended on her 
Cup, ſhould ſerue her with many Vines compounded and mingled t0- 
oether ; which hee accordingly performed, as being cunning enough in 
ſuch occaſions. | 

Alothiella miſtruſting no ſuch trechery intended againſt her, and liking 

the Winzs plcaling taſte extraordinarily ; dranke more then ſtoode with 
her precedent modeſt reſolution, and torgetting all her paſſed adverkities, 
became very frolicke and merry : ſo that leeing ſome women dance after 

] the manner obſeruedtherc in Mazorrea, ſhealſo fell ro dauncing according 

1 to the Al-xardrian cultome. VWhich when Baiazerh beheld,he im2gined 
the victory to be more then halte wonne, and his hearts defire veric neere 
the obtaining : plying her ſti]] with wine vpon wine, and continuing this 
reuelling the moſt part of the night. 

Act thc leneth, the inuited guelts being all gone, the Lady retyred then 
to her chamber, attended on by none bur Bazazeth himſelte, and as fami- 
larly asit he had bene one of hcr women, [hee no way contradicting his 
bol.! intruſton, fo farre had wine ouer-gone her ſences, and prevailed a- 
eainſ all modeſt baſhfulneſle, Theſe wanton em >racings, ſtrangeto her 
that had neuer taſted them beiore, yet picaſing beyond meaſure,by reaſon 
o: his treacherous aduantage ; afterward drew on many more of the like ; 
carowhing mectings, without ſo much as thought of her paſſed miſeries , I 
or thoſe more honourable and chaſte reſpeQts, that euer ought to atrend | 
on Lagics. 

Now, Fortune envyingthus their Rollen pleaſures, and that ſhee, be» 
Ing the purpolcd wite 0t a potent King, thovld thus become the wanton 
i1cnd of a much meaner man,whoſle onely glory was her ſhame : altered 
thc courte of their too common paltimes, by preparing a tarre oreater 
infclicity tor them, Tus Bazazeth hada Brother, aged about fiue and 
ewenty yecrcs, of moſt compleate perſon, in the very beauty of his time, 
and rrc{has the {weeteſt ſmelling Roſe, he being named Amurath, After © 
he had once fecne this Ladie (whole faire feature pleaſed him beyond all 
womens ellc) ſhee ſeemed in his ſodaine apprehention, both by her out» 
ward b:rhautour and ciuill apparancie, highly to dcſeruc his veric beſt 0- 
pinion, tor ſhe was not meancly entred into his favour, Now hee foutid 
nothing to his hinderance, in obraininpthe heichth of hishearts deſire 
but onely the ſtri&cuſtodic and gvard, wherein his brother Baiazeth ke or 
her : which raiſed a crucl! conceite in his minde, wherein followed (not : 
long atter)as cruell aneffe&, 

Ir cameto paſſe, that atthe ſame time; inthe Port of the Cittic. called 
Cs/4,therelay thena Ship |aden with Merchandize, being bound thence 
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and {cizing onthe Lady,whom he found awake and weeping,threarn d 
to k1il her alſo, itſhe made any noyfe. So, being well furnithed with the 
gccarer part of worldly Iewels belonging to Bazazerh, vaheard or vnde- 
(c:icd by any body, rhcy went preſently to the Port, and there (withour 
auy turrher d:lay).Amaurath and the Lady were recciued into the Ship, 
but his Companions tcturned backe againe ; when the Mariners, having 
tiicir {ailes rcaoy ſer,and the winde aptly fitting for them, lanched torth 
1o-r71:y 1nto che maine. 

Y way well imagine, that the Ladie was extraordinarily afflicted 
with g'cct: tor her fiſt misfortune; :1nd now this ſecond chancing ſo ſo- 
doicly, muſtneeds offend her in greater manner 2? but Amwurath did {0 
kindely comfort: her with milde,mocleſt,and manly perſwafions, that all 
remembrance of Za/azerh was quickely forgotten, and ſhee became con- 
ucried roloucly demranor, cuen when Fortune prepared a freſh miſeriz 
tor hcr, as nor ſarisfied with thoſe whercof thee had taſted already. The 
[ ady bcing vacqua'led for beauty(zs I ſaid b:-fore)her behaviour allo in 
laca exquiti: and commendcable kinde expreſſed ; therwo Brethren ow= 
ners of che Sl:1b, b{came ſo deeply einamored of her, that forgetting all 
Licir more {. rious affaircs,they ſtudicd by all poſſible meancs,to be plea- 
{102 and gracious in het cyc, yet witli ſuch a carctull carriage, tht Amu- 
rath{hould neither tec,or ſulp-6 it. 

When the Brethren had imparted their loves cxtrezmity each to the 
other, and plaincly pcrceyued, that though they were equally in their 
ficry torments, yct their d-{ires were vtterly contrary : they began ſcue- 
rally to conſider, that gaine gotten by Mcrchandize, admitted an equall 
and honeſt diuifion, but this purchaſi was of adifferent quilny pleading 
tictitle of a ſole poſſeſſion, withour any partner or intruder, Fearefull 
and icatous werethey both, leaſt either ſþould ayme ar the others inten- 
tion, yet willing enough to ſhake hands, in ridding Amurath out of the 
v.ay,who onely was che hinderer of their hopes. Whereipon they con- 
cluded ropether, that ona day when the Ship ſaylcd on very ſwittly, and 
Amurath was ſitting vpon the Deck, ſtudiouſly obſcruing how the Bil- 
lowes combattcd each with other, and not ſuſpe&ing any ſuch treaſon 
inthem towards him : ſtealing ſoftly behinde him, ſodainely they threw 
[11m into the Sca, the [hippe floating on aboue halte a Leagues —_— 

efore 
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ore any percciued his fall into the Sea. | ; 
ken the Ladic heard thereof, and ſaw no likely meanes of recove- 
ring him againe, ſhe tell to her wonted teares andlamentations : butths 
two Loucrs came quickely to comfort her, vſing kinde words and pithy 
perfwaſions (albeit ſhe vnderſtoodthern nor, or at the moſt yery lirtle)to 
appcaſe the violence of her paſſions z and, to ſpeak vprightly, the did not 
ſo much bemoane the loſle of Ammarath, as themultiplying of het one 
misfortunes, ſtill one ſuccecding in the necke of another. Afrcr dwers 
long and well delivered Orations, asallo very fare and courteous beha+ 
viour,they had indifferently paciticd her complainings:they beganne to 
diſcourſe and commune with themſeſues, which of them had moſt right 
and title to 4/athzella, and conſequently ought to enioy her. ' Now that 
Amurath was gone, each pleaded his priuiledge to bee as good as the 0+ 
thers, both in the Ship, Goods, and :ll aduantages clſe wharfocuer hap- 
pening : which the elder brother abſolutely denicd, alleadging firſt his 
propricty of birth,a reaſon ſufhicient;whereby his younger onght to giue 
him place : Likewiſc,his right and intereſt both in the ſhip and goods, to 
be morethenthe others,2s being hetre to his father, and therefore in 1u- 
ſtice to be higheſt preferred. Lyſt of? all, that his ſtrength onely threw 4- 
| murath into the Sea, ahd therefore gaue him the full poſſeſſion of his 
| 


——— 


prize, noright at ail remaining to hys brother, 
| Fromtemperateand-calme ſpeeches, they fell to frownes and ruder 
| Language,which heatcd their blood in ſach violent manner, that forget- 
eing brotherly affection, and all reſpect of Parents or Friends, they drew 
forth their Ponyards, ſtabbing cach other {o often and deſperately, that 
before any inthe ſhippe had the power or mcanes to part them, both of 
them being very dangerouſly wounded,the younger brother fell downe _ 
dead : the clder being 1n Iittle betrer caſe, by receiuing ſor any perilous 
hurts, remained (neuerthelcfle) living, This vnhappy accident diſplea- 


{cd the Lady very highly,fceing her felfe thus left alone, without the help 


or counſel) of any bodiezand feariny greatty, leaſt the anger of thetwo 
ethirens Paints and Friends, ſhould now bee laide to her charge, and 
thereon follow ſcuerity of puniſhment. Butthe carneſt entreaties of the 
wounded {uruuecr, and their artiuall at $S9zrma ſoone aftcr, delivered him 
from the d1nger of death, gauc ſome caſe to ker ſorrow, and there with 
him the went on {hore. 
_ Remainir;gthere with him in a common Inne, while he continued in 
thc Chirurgians cure, the fame of her fingularand much admired beamy 
'as ſvone ſpread abroad throughont all the City : and amongſt the reſt, 
tO ti/: hearing of the Prince of 7-n:4, who lately before (on very vrecnt 
Occaſions) was come toSmyrns, This rare rumour, made him deſirous 
to {ce her, andafter he had ſeene her, ſhee ſecmed farre fairer in his cye, 
then common report had noiſed her to be,and ſuddenly grew ſo enamo- 
li red of her,that ſhe wasthe onely Idea ofhis beſt deſires. Afterward,vn- 
dcritanding in what manner ſhee was brought thither,he deviſed how to 


make her his own, praiſing all poſſible meancs to accompliſh it : which 
when 
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when the wounded Brothers Parents heard of, they not onely made ten- 
der of their willingnefle therein, but alſo immediately ſent her to him : a 
matter moſt highly pleaſing to the Prince, and likewiſe to the Lady her 
{clfe ; becantc ſhe thought now to be freed from no meane peril], which 
(otherwilc) the wounded Merchants friends might haue inflited vppon 
hcr. 

The Prince perceiuing,thar beiide her matchleſſe beauty, ſhee had the 
true charaQter of Royall behawiour ; greeued the more, that he could nor 
be turther informed of what Countrey [hee was, His opinion being fo 
ſtedfaſtly grounded, rhat (lefle then Noblc) ſhe could not be,was a mo- 
tiueto ſer a keceneredge on his aftefion rowardes her, yet not to enioy 
her as in honourable and louing complement onely, bur as his eſpouſed 
Lady and Wife, Which appearing to her by apparant demonſtrations. 
though entercourſe of ſpecch wanted to confirme it ; remembrance of 
her ſo many ſ2d dilaſters, and being now ina moſt noble and reſpeted 
condition,her comfort enlarged it ſelte with a ſetied hope,her feares grew 
free from any more molleſtations, and, her beauties became the onely 
theame and argument ot prinate and publike conference in all Varo/ia , 
chat (wcll-ncere) ahere was no other diſcourſe, inany Allembly whatſo- 
CucTr. 

Hecreuponthe Duke of Athens, being: young, o00d!y, and valiantof 
perſon, asallo a neerc Kinſman to the Prince.had a deſire to ſee her; and 
vnder colour of viſiting his noble Kinſman, as oltentimes before he had 
donc)attended with an honourable rrain-.to S-irza he came, being there 
moſt royally welcommed, and boumtcouſly fealted . VWithin ſome few 
dayes ot his there being, conference patled berweenc them, concerning 
che rare beauty of the Ladie; the Duke queſtioning the Prince, whether 
ſhee wasot ſuch wonder, as fame had acquainted the World withall ? 
Whereto the Prince replyed ; Much more/Noble kinſman) then can bee 
ſpoken of.as your owne eyes [hall witncile, without crediting any words 
of mine, The Duke foliciting the Pcince thereto very carncſtly,they both 
went together to lee her ;and the having before heard of their comming, 
adorned her clte the more Maicſtically, entertaining them with cerernv- 
nious demeanor (after her Countries cuſtome) which gaue moſt gracious 
_ and vnipeakableacceptation. | 

Atthe Princes aftable motion, {hee fate downe betweene them, their 
delight being beyond expreſhon, to behold her, but abridged of much 
more felicitie, becauſe they vaderſtoodnot any part of her Language : fo 
that they could haue no other conference, ' but by looks aud outward 
ſignes onely; andthe more they beheld her, the morethcy maruelled ar 
her rarcperfe&ions, eſpecially the Dake, who hardly credited that ſhee 
wasa mortall creature, Thus not perceyuing, what deepe carowſes of a- 
morous poyſon his eyes dranke down by the meere {1ghr ot her, yet 
thinking thereby onely to bce ſatisfied, hee loſt both himſclfe and his beſt 
ſences, growing in louc (beyond all meaſure) with her. When the Prince 
and he were parted trom her, and hze was at his owne priuate _— 
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meditations in his Charaber, he reputed the Prince farre happier then any 
manelſe whatſocuer, by the enioying of ſuch a pecrelcſle beauty. 

After many intricate and diſtraCted cogitations, which moleſted his 
braines inceſſantly,regarding more his loues wanton heate, then reaſon, 
kindred, and honourable hoſpitality ; he reloJutely determined (whatſoc- 
ucr enſued thereupon) ro bereauethe Prince of his faire felicity, that none 
but himſclfe might poſſeſſe ſuch a treaſure, which he eſteemedro bee the 
height of all happinefſe. His courage being conformable to his bad intenr, 
with all haſt it muſt be put in exccution;ſo that equity, juſtice, and hone- 
ly,bcing quite abandoned, nothing but ſubtile ſ{tratagems were now his 
| meditations. On a day, according to a fore-compaRted treachery which 
| h- hid ordercd with a Gentleman of the Princes Chamber, who was na- 
med Churiacy, he prepared his horſes to be in readinefſe, and diſpatched 
31l his aFaires cle for a ſodaine departure, The night following, hce was 
{ecretly conueyed by the laid Churiacy, anda friend of his with him(being 
both a:mcd)into the Princes Chamber, where he (while the Ladie was 
loundly {l-cping , ſtood at a gazing window towards the Sea, naked in his 
{]1:t,to take the coole ayre, becauſe theſcaſon was exceeding hot. Hauirg h 
forincily cnſtruſted his friend what was to be done, very ſoftly they ſtepr 
to the Prince, and running their weapons quite thorow his bodice, imme- 
diatcly they threw him forth of the window. | 

Hcre you areto obſcrue, that the Pallace was ſeated on the Sea ſhore, 
and yeric high, andthe Window whereat the Prince then ſtood looking 
ftoorth, was dircctly oucr diucrs houſcs, which the long continuance of 


time, and incc{lant beating on by the ſurgcs of the Sea, had ſo defaced 'S 
and ruined them, as {cldomethey were viſited by any perfon;zwhereof the 2 


Duke tauing knowledge betore, was the eaſter perſwaded thar the falling 

ot the Princcs body info vaſta piace,cculd neither bee heard or deſcryed 
by any. Thc Duke and his Companion, having thus exc cuted what they 
came tor, procecdcd yctintt coir cunning a litt'e turtier, calting a ſtrang- 
ling Cord avoutthe necke of Churzacy, ſexmcd as it they hugged and im- 
biaccd lum: butdrew it with fo mair,* ſirengthgthar heneuer ſpake word '$ 
attcr,anc {o threw him downe after the Priace, 

Thus done, and plainely percciuing that tlity were not heard or ſcene, 
either by the Lady, or any other : the Duke tcoke a lizhr in his hand, go- 
ing onto the bed, wherethe Lady lay molt {weerely ſleeping; whorn the 

more he beheld, the more he admired and commended : bur it in her gar- 
m-nts {ce appcared lo pleafing, what did ſhee now in a bed of ſuch ſtate 
and Maicſtic ? Being no way daunted with his ſo late commirtcd fin, but F 
lwinmingratierin ſurfer of toy, his hands all bloody,and his ſoule much 
more vely; he laide him downe onthe bedby her, b:ſtowing infinite kif: 
{cs and embraces on her,ſhe ſuppoſing him to be the Prince all this while, 
not opening her eyes to bee otherwiſe reſolued, But this wasnot the de- 
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light he aymed at, neither did he thinke it late for him, todelay time with 9 

| any longer tarryingthere : Wherefore, hauing his agents at hand fir-and x 
| conucnent tor the purpolegthey ſurprized her in ſuch ſorr,that ſhee could 'S 
l, not ; 
* 
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not make any noyſe or outcry, and cartying her through the ſame falſe 
poſterne,whereat themſelues had cntred,laying her ina Princely litrer ; 
away they went with all poſſible ſpecde, not tarrying in any place,vntill 
they wereatriued ncere Athens, But thither he would not bring her,be- 
cauſe him(elfe was a married man, but rather to a goodly Caſtle of his 
owne,not diſtant farre from the City'; where he cauſed herto bee kept 
very ſecretly (to her no little grecte and ſorrow )yct attended on and ſer- 
2d in moſt honourable manner. 

The Geatlemen vlually attending on the Prince, hauing waited all the 
next morning till noone,in expeRation of his rifing,and hearing no ſtir- 
ring in the Chamber, did thruſt at the doore,y which was but onely clo- 
{-d rogerher,and finding no body there, they preſently imagined,that he 
was priuately gone to ſome other place, where (with the Ladic, whom 
he ſodeerely afteAcd) hee might remaine ſome few dayes for his more 
contentment, and ſo they reſted yerily perſwaded. Within ſome few 
dyes following, while no other doubt came in queſtion, the Princes 
Foo!e, entering by chance among the ruined houſes, where lay the dead 
bodies of the Prince and Churzacy: rooke hold of the cord about Churra- 
cy necke, and to went along dragging it after him. The dead body be- 
ing knowne to many, with no mcane mcruaile how he ſhould bee mur- 
th:Ted in ſovile manner : by gitts and faire perlwaſtons they wonne him 
to bring them to the place where he found it, And there (tothe no lit- 
tlegrecte of the whole Cittie) they found the Princes body alſo, which 
they cauſed to bee interred with allthe moſt Maieſticke pompe that 
might be. 

Vpon further inquiſition, who ſhould commit ſo horrid a deede, per- 
ccyuing likewiſe that the Duke of Athens was nottobe found, but was 
clolcly gone : they iudged (accordingto the truth) that he had his hand 
nthis bloody bufineſle, and had carried away the Lady with him, 'Im- 
mediately, they cle&ed the Princes brother to bce their Lo: d and Souc- 
14'2nc, inciting him to revenge fo horrid a wrong, and promiling to aſ- 
fiſt him with thcir vemoſt power. Thenew choſen Prince being aſſured 
aiterward, by other more apparant and remarkeable prootes, that his 
pcople informed him with nothing bur truth: ſodainly,and according as 
they had conc!uded,with the help of neighbors,kindred and frends,col- 
lected from diuers.places 3-he muſtrcd a good and powerfull a1my, mar- 
ching on towards Athens,to make war againſtthe Duke. 

No ſooncr heard he of this warlike preparation made againſt him, but 
he likewiſe leuied forces for his owne defence, and to his ſuccour came 
many great Statcs: among whom,the Emperor of Conſtantinople ſent his 
lonne Conſtantine, attended on by his Nephew Emanuell, with Troopes 
of faire and towardly force,w ho were honourably welcommed and en- 
rertained by the Duke, but much more by the Dutcheſfle , becauſe thee 
was their ſiſter in Law. | 

Military prouifion thus procceding on daily more and more, the Dut- 
cies making choiſe of a fit and conucnient houre, took theſe two Princes 


L 2 with 


———_ S i 7. The Second Day, 9409 \ 


b 
-—”"Irrnnn 


with her to a with-drawing Chamber; and there in flouds of teares lows 
ing from her cyes, wringing her hands, and fighing inceſlantly, ſhere- 
counted the whole Hiſtory, occaſion ofthe warre, and how diſhonou- 
bly the Duke dealt with her about this ſtrange woman, whom hee pur. 
poſed to keepe in defpight of her,as thinking that ſhe knew nothing ther- 
of, and complaining very earneſtly vnto them, entreated that tor the 
Dukes honour, and her comfort, they would giue their beſt aſſiſtance in 
this calc. 
The two young Lords knew all this matter, before ſhee thus reported 
it to them ; and therefore, without ſtaying ro liſten her any longer, bur 
comforting her ſo wel as they could, with promiſe of their beſt cmploted 
paines:bcing informd by her,in what place the Lady was {o clo{cly kept 
they to k their leaue,and parted from her.Often they had heard the La- 
dy much commended,and her incomparable beauty highly extolled,yea 
eucn by the Duke himſelfe , which made them the more defirous to ſee 
her: whcrforc carneſtly they ſolicited himto ler them haue a f1ght of her, 
and h<(forgetting what happ.ncd to the P:ince,by ſhewing her lo vnad- 
uiſcd'yto him made them promiſe to grant their requeſt.Cavfing a very 
magnitic- nt dinner to be prepated,and in a goodly garden, at the Caſtle 
where the Lady was kept : onthe morrow,attended on by a {mal traine, 
away the / rode todine with her. 
Con !ant!1.e eing ſeatedat the Table, hee began (as one confounded 
| v1 ad micationto obſcruc her tudicioutly,athrming ſecretly ro his foule 


i 


that lichd ncuer ſeenclo compleata woman betore;'and allowing it for 
| juſtice, bat ihc Duke or any other wholocucr, if (to cnioy fo rare a beau- 
ty they had committed treafon,or any milchcete cls beſideyyet in reaſon 
thcy oughtro be held excuted, Nord:d he beftow fo many lookes vpon 
her,but his praiſes infinitely ſurpaficd them,”s thinking that he could not 
ſutthcicentty commend her, tollowing the Duke ſicp by ſtepin aff; ions 
| for be1ng now orovwne amorous of her, and xemembrance of the jnten- 
Uoed ware viteely abandoned; no other thoughts could come ncerer him 
but low to bercaue the Duke of her, yer concealing his lzuc,3nd not im» F 
[| Parting It tO any On . '# 
1 \Viue 45 fancies were thus amoroutly (ct on fire, thetime came, that 3 
tcy mult make head againſt the Prince, who already was marching with '2 
| in the Dukes domintons:wherfore the Duke,Corſtantiarand all thereſt, 
| according toa counſcl held among them, went to defend certaine of the 
[ rontiers, tothe end that the Prince might paſſe no turther, Remaining 
thcrc diucrs daycs together, Conſtantine (who could thinke on nothing 
ci{c butthe beautiful Lady)confidered with himſelf,that while the Duke 
was now fo farre from her, it was an calic matter to compaſle his intent: 
Hcreupon, the better to colour his preſent returneto Athens, he ſeemed 
Vl to be furp: 1zcd witha ſudden extreame ſcknefle, in regard whercot (by 
M the Dukes treeticenſe, and leauing al] his power to his Coſen Emannely 
1 torthwith he 10urnyed backeto Athens. After ſame conference had with 
| 1s lifter, abont her diſhonourable wrongs cndurcd at his hands only, 
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by the Lady,he ſolemaly proteſted,thar if ſhe were lo pleaſed, hee would 
aide her powerfully in the matter,by raking her from the place where ſhee 
was, and n-uer more afterward, to be ſcenc in that Country any more. 

The Dutcheſle being faithfully perſwaded, that he would do this onely 
for her ſ.kc,and not inany afteRion he bare to the Lady,anſwered, that it 
highly plcaſed her; alwayes prouided, thatit might beperformed in ſuch 
ſo; t,as the Duke her husband ſhould neuer vnderſtang, that cuer ſhe gaue 
any conſent thereto , which Conſtantineſware vnto her by many deepe 
oaths, wherc by ſhe referred all ro his owne diſpoſition. Conſtantine heere- 
upan ſecretly preparedin areadinefle aſubtile Barke, ſendingit in an euc- 
n:pg,ncereto the Garden wherethe Lady reſorted, having firſt informed 
the people which were init, fully what was to be done. Afterwards, ac- 
companicd with ſome other of his attendants,he went to the Palaceto the 
L2dy,wh«rc he was gladly cntertained, not onely by ſuch as wayted on 
her,bur alſo by the Lady her ſclte, 

Leading her along by the arme towards the Garden, atrended on by 
two of her ſcruants, and two of his owne ; ſeeming as it he was ſent from 
the Duke, to conferre with her : they walked alone to a Port opening on 
the Sea, which ſtanding ready open, vpon a figne giuen by him to one of 
his complicrs, the Barke was brought clolc to the ſhore; and the Ladic 
b-ing {odainly ſeized on,was immcdiately conueyed into it; and he retur- 
ning backe to her pcople,with his ſword drawne,faid : Let no manſtirre, 
or ſp:ak® a word,cxcept he be willing to looſe his lite: for ] intend not to 
rob the Duke of his faire friend,but to expell the ſhame and diſhonor that 
hc hath offered to my Siſter:no one being (o hardy as to returne him any 
anſwer, Aboord went Conſtantine with his conforts, and fitting neere to 
the Lady, who wrung her hands,and wept bitterly; he commaunded the 
Mariners to launch forth,flying away on the wings of the winde.till about 
the breake of day following, they arriu.d at Me/aſ/o, There they rooke 
[1nding,:nd repoſed on ſhore for ſome few dayes , Conftantme labouring 
to comtort the Lady,euen asif ſhe had bene his owne Siſter, thee hauing 
700d cauſe rocirle her infortunate beauty, 

Going aboord the Barke againe, within few dayesthey came to Setalia, 
and there fearingthe reprchenfion of his father, and leaſt the Lady ſhould 
be taken from humzit pleaſed Conſtantine ro make his ys as inaplace of 
no imeanec ſecuricy. And (as betore) after much kinde behauiour vſed to- 
wards the Lady,without any meanecs in her ſcife to redrefſe the leaſt of all 
theſe great cxtremities,ſhe became more milde and affable,for diſcoment- 
ment did nota ior quaile her, | 

While occurrences paſſed on in this manner, it fortuned, that Osbech 
the King of Turky(who was in contiauall war with the Emperour) came 

by accident to Z4zazzo': andhearing there how laſciuiouſly Conſtantine 
ſpent his time in Seral#a,with a Lady which he bad ſtolne, being but weake 
and {lenderly guarded; inthe night with certaine well prouided ſhips, his 
men and he entred the town,and furprized many people intheir beds, be- 
ture thry knew of their enimics comming,killing ſuch as ſtood ypon their 
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defence againſt them, nong wRogp was Conſtantine) and burning the 
whole Towne, brought their booty and priſoners aboord their Shippes, 
wherewith they returned backe to Zazazzo, Beingthus come to Lazazzo, 
Osbech who was a braue and gallant young man,vpon a reuiew of the pil- 
lage, found the faire Lady, whom he knew to be the beJoued of Conſtan- 
tine, becauſe ſhce was found lying on his bed. Without any further de- 
lay, he made choice of her to be his wite ; cauſing his nuprials tobeho- 
nourably ſolemnized, and many moneths he liued there in greatioy with 
her. 

But before occaſions grew to this cffet, the Emperour made a confe- 

deracic with Baſſano, King of Cappadorra, that hee ſhould deſcend with his 
forces, one way vpon Osbech,and he would aſſault him with his power on 
the other. But he could notſo conueniently bring this to paſlle, becauſe 
the Empcrour would not yceld to Baſſano, in any vnreaſonable matter he 
d:manded, Neuerthulefſe, when hee vnderſtoode what had happened 
to his Sonne (for whom hisgrecte was beyond all meaſure} hec graun- 
ted the King of Cappadoeiaes requeli; ſoliciting him wita all inſtancy, to be 
the more ſpeedy inaſſayling Osbech. Ir was not long, before hee heard of 
this coniuration madcagainſt him, and therefore hce ſpecdily muſtered 
vp all his torces, crc he would be encompaſſed by two fuch potent kings, 
and marched on to meete the King of Cappaderia, leauirg his Ladie and 
Wite(for her ſatety)at £4743Fo, in the cuſtodic of a trucand loyall Ser- 
uant of his, 

Withina ſhort while after,he drew neere the Campe belonging to the 
King of Cappadecra,where boldly he gaue him barrel]; chancing therein to 
be ſlaine,his Army broken and diſcomfited, by meanes whereot,the King 
of Cappadeaa remaining Conquerour, marched on towardes Zaza=2o, 
eucry one yeclding him obeyſance all the way as he went, Inthe meane 
ſpacc, the ſeruantto Osbech, who was named Aztrochrs, and with whom 
the faire Ladic was left in guard ; although bee was aged, yet ſeeing ſhee 
was ſo cx:raordinarily beautifull, he fell in lone with her, forgetting the 
lolemne vowes he had madeto his maſter, One happineſſe he had in this 
calc ro hclpe him, namcly, that hevnderſtood 2nd could {peake her Lan- 
£uge 2 amatter of no meanecomfort to her, who conſtrainedly had li- 
ucd diuers yeeres together, in the ſtate of a deafe or dumbe VWoman,be- 
caule cucry where elſe they vnderſtoode her not, nor ſhee them, but by 
ſhewes and ſignes. 

This benefite of familiar conference, beganne to embolden his hopes, 
eleuatc his courage, and make himſecme more yeuthfull in his owne OPi- 
nion, then any ability of body could (| pcake vnto him, or promiſe him in 
the poſſc{ſ;on of her, who was ſo farre beyond him, and ſo vnequall to be 
enuoyed by him, yerto aduance his hopes a greatdeale higher, Newes 
came, that Osbech was vanquiſhed and {laine, and that Baſſavs made eue- 

where hauocke of all : whereon they concluded rogether, not to tarrie 
there any longer, but ſtoring themſclues with the goods of 05bech, ſecrer- 
lythey departed thence to Rhodes, Bring ſeatedtherein fome indifferent 


abiding, 
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abiding, it came to paſſe, that CLatioches tell intoa deadly lickenelll, 'to 
whom came a Cyprian Merchant, one much cſtcemed by him, as beeing 
an intimate friend and kinde acquaineance, and in whom hee repoſed no 
ſmall confidence. Feeling his fickeneſſe to encreaſe more and more vpon 
him dayly, hee determined, not onely to lcaue ſuch wealth as hee had ts 
this Merchant, but the faire Lady likewiſe. And-calling them both ro his 
beds fide, he ſpake in this manner, * 

Deere Louc, and my moſt worthily reſpeRedfricnd, I perceiue plains 
ly and infallibly, that I am drawing neere vnto my end, which much dit- 
contenteth me ; becauſe my hope was to haueliued longer in this world; 
for theenioying of your kinde and moſt eſteemed company.  Ycr one 
thing maketh my death very pleafing and welcome to m :ynamely, that 
lying thus inmy bed of lateſt comfort inthis lite, I {hill expire and finiſh 
my courle, ia the armes of thoſe ewo perſons, whome I molt aff:ed in 
all chis world, as you my cucr-deereſt friend, and you faire Lady, whom 
(lince the very firlt ſight uf you) I loued and honoured in my foule. Irke- 
ſome and verie greeuous it is tome, that (it I dye) I ſhall leaue you hate a 
ſtranger, without the counſaileand helpe of any bodic : and yet much 
more offen{iue would it become, it I had not ſuch a friend as you heere 
preſent, who/lI am faithfully perſwaded) will haue the like care & refpett 
of hercuen for my ſake) as of my ſclfe, if time had allotted my longer 
tarrying here, And therefore(worthy friend)moſt carneſtly I defire you, 
that if I dye, all mine affaires and ſhe may remaine to your truſtic care, as 
being (by my {clte) abſolutely commended to your prouidence, and ſo 
to diſpoſe both of the one and other, as may belt agree with the comfore 
of my foule, As for you (choice beauty) I humbly entreate,that atter my 
death you would not forget me, tothe end, I may make my vaunt in ano« 
ther world, thatl was afteRted here by the faireſt Lady that cucr Nature 
tramed. It ofthcſe two things you will giue mceaſlurance, I ſball depart 
{110m you with no meane comfort. 

The t:1cndly Merchant, and likewiſe the Ladie, hearing theſe words, 
wept both bitterly : and a'tcr hee had giuen ouer ſpeaking, kindely they 
comforted him, with promiſes and ſolemne Vowes, that it hee dyed, ail 
{nould be performed which h:e had requeſted. Within a ſhort while at- 
ter, he departed out of this life, and they gaue him veric honourable bu- 
11a, according tothat Country cuſtome. VVhich beiag done, the Mectr- 
chant diſpatching all his affaires at Rhodes, was dcfirous to returne home 
tO Cy0746, 1h a Carracke ofthe Catelans then there being : moouing the 
Ladic in the matter, to vnderſt ind how thee ſtoode enclined, becauſe vr- 
ecnt occaſions called him thence to Cyprus. The Lady made anſivere, 
tat ſhee was willing to paſſe thither with; him, hoping for the loue hee 
bareto deceaſed Antrochue, that hee would reſped her as his Siſter. The 
Merchant was willing to giuc her any contentment, bur yet refolued her, 
that voder the title of being his Siſter, it would be no warrant of ſecuritie 
tothem both. Wherefore, hee rather aduiſed her.to ftile him as her huſ- 
band, and he would terme her his Wife, and ſo hee (ſhould be ſure » an 
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ſend her from all iniurics wharſocuer. 

Being aboord the Carrack, they had a Cabine and ſma]l bed conueni- 
ently allowed ther, where they ſlept together,that they might the berter 
be reputed as man and wife, for, to paſle otherwiſe, would have becne 
very dangerous tothem both. Andqueſtionleſle, their faithfull promiſe 
made at Khodes to Antioch, fickencile on the Sea, and mutuall reſpec 
they had of cach others credit, was a conſtant reſtraint to all wanton de- 
ſires, anda motiue ratherto incite Chaſtitie, then otherwiſe, and fo ([ 
hope) you are perſwaded of them. But howſoeuer, the windes blewe 
merrily, the Carracke ſayled luſtily, and (by this time) they arearriued 
at Baffa,where the Cyprian Merchant dwelt, and where {hee continued a 
long while with him, no one knowing otherwiſe, butthat ſhce was his 
wife indeede. 

Now it fortuned, rhat there arrived alſo at the ſame Baffa (about fome 
eſpcciall occaſions of his)a Gentleman whoſe name was Antigenm, well 
ſtept iato yeeres, and better ſtored with wiſedomethen wealth ; becaule 
by medling in many matters, while hee followed the {c1uice of the King 
of Cyprus, Fortune had beene very aduerſc to him, This ancicnt Gertle- 
min, paſſing (on a day)by the houſe where the Lady lay, and the Mrer- 
chant bcing gone about his buſinefſe into Armenia : hee chanced to ſee 
the Lady at a window of the houſe, and becauſe ſhee was very beautifull, 
he obſerued her the more aduiſedly,recolleAting his fences together, that 
(doubtle{Ic)he had ſcene her before, butin what place hee could not re- 


member. The Lady her (eltc likewiſe, who had ſo long time becneFor- 


runes tennis ball, and the terme of her many milerics drawing now neere 

an ending: began to conceiue(vpon the very firſt fight of Anrigonms) that 

ſhe had formerly [cene him in Alexazarra, leruing her Father in place of 
oreat d*gree. Hecrcupon, a ſodaine hope periwaded her, that by the 

£duice and furtherance of this Gentleman, thee ſhould recouer her won- 

ted Royall condition : and opportunity now aptly fitting her, by the ab- 

ſence of her pretended Merchant-husband, (hte fent for him, requeſting 

ro have a few words with him. 

When he was come into the houſe, ſhe baſhfully demanded of him, if 
he was not named Ant;zonus of Famagoſta,becauſe ſhe knew one like him 
ſocalled ? He anſwered that he was ſo named : ſaying moreouer, Madam 
me thinkesT ſhould know you,but I cannot remember where I haue ſcene 
you,wherefore I would entreat(ifir might ſtand with your good liking) 
that my memory might be quickned with better «nowledge of you. The 
Lady percciuing him to be the man indeed, weeping inceflantly,ſhe threw 
her armes abour his necke, and ſoone after asked Antizonus (who ſtood as 
one confounded with meruaile)if he had neuer ſcenc her in Alexandria ? 
Vpon theſe words, Antigonuknew her immediatly to be Alathie//a,davgh- 
ter t9 the great Soldane,who was ſuppoſed (long ſince )to be drowned in 
the Sea : and offering to do her ſuch reucrence as became him, ſhe would 


not permit him, but defiredthat he would bee aſſiſtant to her, and willed 
him alſo to fir downe awhile by her. 


A goodly 


| 
| 
by 
| 
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A goodly chaire being brought him,in very humble maner he deman- 
ded of her, what had become of her in ſo long atime, becauſe it was ve- 
rily belceued throughout all Egypt,that ſhe was drowned in the Sea. 1 
would it had bin ſo,anſwered the Lady,rather then to leade ſuch a life as 
T haue done ; and 1 thinke my Father himſ:1fe would wilh it ſo,if cuer he 
ſhould come tothe knowledge thereof. With theſe words the teares rai- 
ned downe her fairecheekes : wherefore Antigone thus ſpake vnto hir, 
Madam.diſcomtort not your ſelfe before you haue occaſion, but {if you 
be ſo ple2ſed) relate your paſled accidents to me,and what the courle of 
your life hath benz : perhaps I ſhall giue you ſuch friendly aduice asmay 
ſtand you inſted, and no way be iniuri6us to you. 

Fetching a fighe, e.ten as if her heart would haue ſplit in ſunder, thus 
ſhereplyed. Ah Ant;zonuw,me thinkes when Ilooke on thee, I {ceme to 
behold my royall Father, and therefore mooued with the like r<ligious 
zeale and charicable louc, as in duty T owe vnto him : I wil make known 
tothre, what | rathcr ought to conceale & hide from any perſon lining. 
I know thceto be honourable, diſcreete, and truely wiſe; though 1 am a 
fraile, ſimple, and weake woman, heretore I dare diſcouer to: hee, ratlicr 
then any oth-rthat 1 know, by what ſtrange & ynexpeRed misfortunes 
I hau- liacd ſo long obſcurely in the world . And ifin thy great and 
grauc ivdgement (atrer the hearing of my many miſcrics) thou canſt any 
way reſtore me to my tormer eſtate, Ipray thee do it : but if thou per- 
cciuc it impolhvle to be done, as earnellly likewiſe I entreate thee, neuer 
to reueale to any liuing perſon, that either thou haſt ſcene mee, or heard 
any ſpzech of me. Aftcrthele words,thetcares ſtill ſtreaming from her 
faire cycs, ſhe recounted the whole paſſage of her rare mithappes,cuen 
from her ſhipwracke in the (ea of Mazorica, vntill that very inſtant houre 
ſpeaking rhem in ſiich harſh manner as they hapned,and not ſparing any 
tot of them, 

Antizonm being mooued to much compaſſion, declared how hee pit- 
ticd her by his teares; and hauing bene f1!ent an indifferent while,as con- 
{1dcring inthis cale what was beſt to be done, thus he began. Madam, 
{ccing you haue paſt through ſuch a multitude.of misfortunes, yer vndil- 
coucred, wharand who you are: I will render youas blameleſſe to your 
Father, and cſtate you as fairely in his loue,as atthe houre when you par- 
ted from him,and afterward make you wite rothe King of Colchos, Shee 
demanding of him,by what meanes poſſibly this could be accompliſhed, 
brectcly he made it knowne to her, how, and in what manncr he would 
p<1forme ir. 

Tocur off turther tedious circumſtances, forthwith he returned to Fa- 
-:720ſta,and going before the King of the country, thus he ſpake to him. 
| S1r, you may(it ſo you will be pleaſed) in an inſtant, do me an exceeding 
honor, who hauc bene impoueriſhed by your ſeruice, and alſo 2 deed of 
great renowne tO your ſelte, without any much matter of expence and 
colt. The King demanding how 2 Antironmwethus anſwered. The faire 
daughter of the Soldane, fv generally reported to be drowned,is arriued 
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at Baffa,and to preſerue her honor from blemiſhing, hath ſuffered many 
whe and calamities : being at this inſtant in very poore eſtate, yer defi» 
rous to reviſite her father. It you pleaſe to ſend her home vnder my con- 
du, it will be great honour ro you, and no meane benefite to me: which 
kindneſſc will for euer be thankfully remembred by the Soldan. 

The King in royall magnificence, replied ſodainly, that he was highly 
pleaſed withtheſe good tydings; and hauing ſent honorably for hir from 
baſfa,with great pompe the was conducted to Famayofta, and there moſt 
eraciouſly welcommed both by the King and Queene, with ſolemne tri- 
umphes, bankets,and reuelling, performed in moſt Maieſticke manner. 
Being queſtioned by the King and Queene, concerning ſo largea time 
| of {tran oe mi-fortunes : according as Antigone had formerly enſtructed 
| her, ſo did ſhe ſhapethe forme of her anſwers, and ſatisfied(with honor) 
all their demands. So, within few daies after,vpon hgr carneſt and inſtant 
requeſt, with an honourable traine of Lords and Ladies, ſhee was ſent 
thence,and condutted all the way by Artzyons, yntill ſhe came vnrothe 
Soidans Court- 

After ſome fery daycs of her repoſing there, the Soldan was defttous 
to vnderſtand, how ſhe could poflibly liue fo long inany Kingdome or 
Prouince whatſocucr, and yet no knowledge to be taken of her > The 
Lady, who perfedtly retained by heart, and had all her leflons at her fin- 
| gcrs nds, by the warie inſtruction which Azt:gorxs had giuen her, an- 
| {wcrcd her father in this manner. Sir,about the twenticrh day after my 
4 departure from you,a very terrible and dreadtull tempeſt ouertooke vs, 
ſo that in dead time ofthe night, our ſhip bcing ſplit in ſunder ypon the 

ſands, necre to a place called Yarns, what became of all the men that 
were aboord,I neither know, nor cuer heard of, Onely I remember,then 
when death appearcd,and I being reco.tered from death to life, certaine 
Pezants of the Countrey, comming to get what they could finde in the 
ſhip ſo wrackt, I was fiiſt(with two of my women) brought and ſer ſafe- 
ly on the thore. 

No [ooner were wethere, but certaine rude ſhagge-haird villaines ſer 
vpon vs,car1ying away from me both my women, then haling me along 
by the haire of my hcad: neither teares or interccſſons Kant draw any 
pitty trom them. As thus they dragd me into a ſpacious Wood, foure 

_ hortem n on a ſodaine came riding by, who ſceing how diſhonourably 
the villaincs vicd me, reſcued me Hom them,and torced them to flight, 
But thic foure horſcmen, ſeeming (in my 1udgement) to bee perſons of 
power and authority, letting them go, came to me ; vrging ſundry que- 
{tions to me, which neither I vnderſtood, or they mirie an{weres. After 
many dcliverations held amongthemſelucs, ſetting me vpon one of their 
horſes, they brought m* toa Monaſterie of religious women, according 
tothe cuſtome of their Law : andrthere, whatſocuer they did or fayde, I 
know not, but I was moſt benignely welcommed thither, and honoured 
of them extraordinarily; where(withthem in Deuotion)l dedicated my | 


(cltc to the Goddelle of chaſtity, who is highly reuerenced and regarded 
among 
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among the women of that Countrey, and to herreligions ſervicethey are 
wholly addicted. | 24 

Afer I had continued fome time among them, and learned a little of 
their language; they asked me,of whence, and whatT was. Reaſon gaue 
me {ſo much vnderſtanding, to be tearefull of relliag them the trueth, for 
feare of expulſion from among them, as an enemy to their Law and Re- 
ligion : wherefore I anſwered (according as neceſſitie vrged) that T was 
daughter to a Gentlemanof Cyprus, who ſent me to bee marricd in Cax- 
dic, bit our fortunes (meaning ſuch as had the charge ofme)fell ourquite 
contrary to 0ur expectation, by loſles,ſhipwracke, andother miſchances ; 
adding many matters more beſide, onely in regard of feare, and yeelding 
obcdicntly to obſerve theircuſtomes, 

Art length, ſhe that was incheefc{t preheminence among theſe W o- 
men (whom they termed by the name of their Ladie Abbeſſc) demaun- 
ded of mee, whether I was willing to abide inthat condition of life, orto 
returnce home againe into Cypri. I anſwerd, that I deſtred nothing more. 
Butſhec, being very carefull of mine honour, would neuer repoſe confi- 
dence in any that came {or Cypras, tilltwo honeſt Gentlemen of France 
who hapned thither about, two moneths fince, accompanied with their 
wiucs, one of them bcing a neere kinſwoman to the Lady Abbefle, ' And 
ſhe well knowing, that they trauclled in pilgrimage to Zer»ſa/ems, to vitite 
the holy Sepulcher, where (as they beleeue} that he whom they held for 
their God was buricd , afterthe Iewes had put himto death £ recom- 
mended me totheir louing truſt, with eſpeciall charge, for delivering mee 
to my Father in Cypres. .. VV hat honourable loue and reſp: F found in 
the company of thoſe Gentlemen and their VViues, during our voyage 
backe to Cyprms, the hiſtorie would be ouer-tedious inreporting, ncicher 
15 it much materiall to our purpoſe, begauſe your demaund is ro. another 
cnd, 13% 3.4. 

Sayling on proſperouſly inour Shipzit wasnotlong before we arriucd 
at Gaffa, where being landed, and not knowing-any perſon, neither whar 
I ſhould ſay to the Gentlemen, whb ancly wereccarcetull for deliuering mc 
to my Father, according as they werecHirgedby che reuverend Abbeſſe : 
It was the will of heauen doubtlefſeGopiuy and compaſhon of my paſſed 
diſaſters)thar I was no ſoonercomeonthnrear Azffa, but I ſhould there 
haply meet with Aztigonus, whom I called vnto in our Country language 
becauſe I would not be vnderſtood by the Gentlemen nor their wiues, re- 
queſting him to acknowledge me as his daughter. Quickly he apprehen- 
ded mine intention, accompliſhing what I requeſted,and /accordingto his 
poore power ) moſt bounteouſly feaſted the Gentlemen and their wiues, 
concntting me tothe King of Cyprus, who recejued me royally, and ſent 
me home to you with ſo much honour, as'I am no way able torelate, 
What elſe remainerh to be ſaid, Antigow who hath oft heard the whole 

ſtory of my misfortunes, at better leyſure will report. 

Antigonws thenturning tothe Soldan, ſaide : My Lord,as ſhee hath of- 
tentold ine,and by relation both of the Gentlemen 2ad their MT we 

at 
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hath deliucred nothing bur truth. Onely ſhec hath forgotten ſomewhat 
worth the ſpeaking, as thinking it nor fit for her to vtter, becauſe indeed it 
is not ſo conucnicne for her. Namely,how much the Gentlemen and their 
wiues (with whom ſhe came) commended the rarc honeſty and integrity 
of life, as alſo the vnſpotred vertue wherein ſhee liued among thoſe chaſte 
religious women, as they conſtantly (both with tearcs and folemne prote- 
ſtations) auouched to me, when kindly they reſigned their charge to me, 
Of all which matters, and many more beſide, if I ſhould make diſcourſe 
ro your Exccllencie; this whole day, the night enſuing, & the next dajes 
full extendure, are not ſufficient to acquaint you withall. Let it ſufhce then 
that I haue ſaid ſo much, as (both by the reports, and mine owne vnder- 
ſtanding) may giue you faithfull aſſurance, romake your Royall vaunr,of 
hauing the faireſt, moſt vertuous, and honeſt Lady to your daughter, of 
any King or Prince whatſocuer. 

The Soldane was ioyfull beyond all meaſure, welcomming both him 
and the reſt in moſt ſtare)y manner, oftentimes entreating the Gods very 
heartily,that he might live to requite them with equall recompence,who 
had ſo graciouſly honored his daughter : butaboue all the relt, the King 
of Cyprus, wholſcnt her homeſo Maieſtically. And hauing beſtowne 
great gilts of Antigone, within a few dayes atter, hee gaue him leaue to 
returne to Cyprizs : withthankfull fauours to the King as well by Letrers, 
as alſo by Ambaſſadours expreſlely ſent, both from himſelfe and his 
Daughter, = 

When as this bulineſle was fully finiſhed, the Soldane, deſiring to ac- 
compliſh what formerly was intended and begun, namely.that ſhe mi 
be wife to the King of Co/chos ; hee gauc him intelligence of all that had 
happened ; writing moreouer to him, that (if he were ſo pleaſed)he wold 
yerſend her in Royall mannerto him, The King of Colchos was exceed- 
Ing ioy full of theſe glad tydings, and dil; patching a worthy tralne to feech 
her, ſhe was conueycd thither very pompouſly, and ſhe who had benc im- 
braced by ſo many, was receiued by him as an honeſt Virgin, living long 

time atcer with him in much ioy and telicity, And therefore it hath 

bene {aideas a common Prouerbe 3 The mouth well kiſt 
comes not ſhort of good Fortune, but is ſtill 


renewed like the Moone. 
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The Count D' Angiers being falfly accuſed, was baniſhed out of France,c+ left 
bis tws chilaren in England in diuers places, Returning afterward (vn- 
knowne ) tharow Scotland, hee found them adnanced vnte great dignitie. 
Then, repayring in the havite of a Seruitour, into the King of France his 
Armie, and his innocencie made publiquely knowne, hee was reſeated in his 
fermer hononrable degree. 

Theeight Nouell. 

Whereby all men may plainely underſtand, that loyalty faithfully kept to the 
Prince (what perils ſoeney doe enſue) doth yet neaertheleſſe renowne a may, 
and bring him; to farre greater hononr. 
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He Ladics ſighed verie often, hearing the variety of wofull miſeries 
happening ro A/athiella:; but who knoweth, what occ.fion mooued 
them to thoſe fighes ? Perhappesthere were ſome among them, who ra- 
ther ſighed they could not beſo often maricd as ſhe was, rather then for 
any other compaſſion they had of hc diſaſters. But leauing that rotheir 
owne conſtruion,they ſmiled merrily ..* the laſt ſpceches of Pamphilus: 
and the Queene perceyuing the Nouellto bc ended, ſhee fixed her eye 
vpon Madame E/i:4, as {ignifying thereby, that ſhe was next to ſucceed 
in order , which ſhee joyfully embracing, ſpake as followeth The field is 
very large and ſpacious, whercin all this day we haue walked, and there 
is not any one here ſo wearied with running the former races, bur nimbly 
would aduenture on as many more, {o copious arcthe alterations of For- 
tune,in {2d repetition of her wonderfull changes : and among the infini- 
ty of her yarious courſes, I muſt make addition of another, which I truſt, 

will no way diſcontent you. 
M When 
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Naouell 8. The Second Day, 

Jt When the Romaine Empire was tranſlated from the French to the 
Germaines, mighty diſſearions grew betweene both the Nations, info- 
much, that it drew adiſmall and a lingering warrg+ In which reſpec, as 
well for the ſafety of his owne Kingdome, asto annoy and diſturbe his 
enemies; the King of France and one of his ſonnes, having congregated 
the forces of their owne Dominions, as allo of their friends and confe- 
derates, they reſolued manfully to encounter their enemies. But before 
they would aduenture any ralh proceeding, they held it as the cheefeft 
part of policy and royall prouidence, not to leaue the State without a 
Chicfe or Gouernour . And hauing had good experience of Gza/tzer, 
Count D' Anviers,to be a wiſe and worthy Lord,ſingularly expert in mi- 
litary diſcipline, and faithfull in all affaires of the Kingdome (yer fitter 
for caſe and pleaſure, then laborious toyle and-trauaile: } he was cleted 
LicurenantGou&nour in their ſted,oucr the whole kingdom of France, 
and then they went on in their cnterprize. 

Now began the Count to execute the office committedto his truſt, 
by orderly procecding, and with g:eat diſcretion, yetnot entering into 
any buſineſſe, without conſent of the Queene and her faire daughter in 
Law : whoalthough they were left vnder his care and cuſtodic,yert(not- 
withſtanding) he honoured them as his ſupcriours, and as the dignity of 
their quality required. Here you are to obferue,concerning Count Gaal- 
ter himſelfe, that-he was a moſt compleate perſon,aged litle aboue for- 
ty yecres, a5 affable and ſingularly conditioned, as any Noble man pofli- 
bly could be, nor did thoſe times aftoord a Gentleman, that equalled him 
in all reſpe&s. It fortuncd, that the King and his ſonne being buly in the 
atorenamed war, the wife and Lady of Count Gua/tzer died in the mean 
while, leaving him oncly a ſonne and a daughter very yong, and of ten- 
der ycercs, which made his owne home the lefle welcom to 11m, hauing 
loſt his decre Loue, and ſecond (clfe, 


| Heereupon, he reſorted to the Court of the ſaid iLadicsthe more fre- 
' 
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quently, often conferring with them, about the waighty affaires ofthe 
Kingdome : in which time of ſo ſerious Inrerparlance, thc Kings ſonnes 
wife, threw many afteQionate regards vpon h'm, conuaying ſuch con- 
ſpiring paſſions to her heart (in regard of his perſon and vertues)that her 
loue excceded all capacity of gouernement. Her defires out-ſtepping al 
compaſle of modeſty, or the dignity of her Princcly condition, throwes 
oft all regard of ciuill and ſober thoughts, and guides her into a Laby- 
rinth of wanton imaginations, For, the regards not now the eminency 
of his high Authority, his grauity of yearcs, and thoſe parts that are the 
true conduQs to honour: but lookes ypon her cwne looſe and laſcivious 
appetite, her young, gallant, and oucr-rcady y;elding nature,comparing 
them with his want of a wife, and likely hope thereby of her ſooner pre- 
uailing; ſuppoſing,that nothing could be her hindrance, bur onely baſh- 
full hamefaſtneſle, which ſhe rather choſe vtterly to forſake and ſet a- 


fide, then to faile of her hot enflamed affeRion, and therefore ſhe would 
nceds be the diſcouerer of her owne diſgrace. 


Vpon 
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Vpon aday, being alone by het ſelfe, andthe time ſeewing ſureab 
to her intchtion : ſheeſenr for the Count, vnder colour of ſome othe 
important conference with him. The Count D* Angters, whoſe thoughr 
were quite contrarytohers : immediately went to her, where they bot] 
firting dowhie together on a beds fide in her Chamber, according as for- 
merly ſhee had plotted her purpoſe ; twice hee demaunded of her,vpon 
what occafion ſhe had rus ſent for him. Sheſitting along while ſilent, 
as if ſhe had no anſwereto make him, prefſed by the violence 6f her amo- 
rous paſſions, a Vermillion tinureleaping vpinto her face, yer ſhame 
enforcing teares from her eyes, with words broken and halfe confuſed, 
at a(t {he began to deliuer her minde in this manner, | 

Honourable Lord, and my deerely rc ſpected Friend, being ſo wiſe a 
man as youare, itis nodifficult matter tor you to know , what a trayle 
condition is impoſed both on menand women ; yet (for diucrs occaſi- 
ons) much more vpon the one, then the other, V/herctore deſertfully, 
in the cenſure of aiuſt and ypright Ivdye, a fault of divers conditions (in 
reſpe& of the perſon) ought not to bee <:nſured with one and the ſame 
punnikmentr. Eel:de, who wil not ſay, that a manor woman of poore 
and meane eſtate, hauing no other hclpe for maintainance,but laborious 
trauaile of their bodies, ſhould worthily recejue more ſharpereprehenſi- 
on, in yeclding toamorous defires, or ſuch paſſions as are incted by 
loue;then a wealthy Lady whoſe liuing relicth not on her pains or cares, 
neither wanteth any thing that ſhe can with to hauc:I dare preſume ,thax 
you your ſeife will allow this to be equall and iuſt.In which r<ſpeR,I am 
of the minde, that the fore-narred allegations, ought to ſerue as a [. ffi» 
cient excuſe, yea, and to the advantage of her who is ſo poſſeſſed, if the 
paſſions of loue ſhould ouecr-reach her : alwayes prouided, that ſhee can 
pleade in her owne defence, the choice ofa wife and vertuous friend,an- 
ſwcrable to her owne condition and quality,and no way to be taxt with 
a (cruile or vile election, 

Theſe two [peciall obſtruarions, allowable in my iudgement, and li- 
uving now in mee, ſcizing on my youthful! blood and yecres,hauc found 

 nomean inducement to loue,in regard of my husbands far diſtance from 
me, medling in the rude vnciuill actions of warre,when he ſhould rather 
be at home1n more ſweet imployment.' You ſee Sir, that theſe Oratours 
aduance them(clues here in your preſence, ro acquaint you with the cx- 
tremity of my ouer-commandingagony: and if the fame power hath do» 
minion inyou, which your diſcretion/queſtionlefſe) cannot be yoide of; 
then let me entteate ſuch advice from you, as may father hclpe,then hin- 
der my hopes. Beleecuc it rhen for tracth Sir, that the lobg abſence of 
my husband-trom me, the ſolirary condition whetein 1 am left,il agree- 
ing with the hot blood tunning in my veites,8 rhe temper of my carneſt 
deſires : haue ſopreuailed againſt my ſtrongeſt reſiſtances, that not onely 


DO 


fo weake a 'woman as Tar, bit arly than of much more potent might, 
(living incaſe andidlendſe48T'dof caihot wahifand fuch'continuall af- 
faults,hauing ho other telpe rhen flcſhanid blood, oo 
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m I ſo ignorant. but publike knowledge of ſuch an error in mee, 
MM. be os a "nc p or of honeſty : whercas (on the other 
- fide\ſecrer carriage, and heedfull managing ſuch amorous affaires, may 
» for currant without any reproach. And let me tel you,noble Count, 
that I repute loue highly fauourable to mee, by guiding my wdgement 
with ſuch moderation, to make cle&tion of a wiſe, worthy, and honora- 
ble friend, fit to enioy the grace of afarre greater Lady then Iam, and 
the firſt letter of his name, is the Count D Azgzers, For if error haue nor 
miſled mine eye, as in loue no Lady can be eaſily deceived : for perſon, 
perfe&ions.and all parts moſt tro bee commended in a man, the vvhole 
Realme of France containeth not your cquall. Obſerue beſ1de,how tor- 
ward Fortune theweth hcr {clfe toys both in this caſe 3 youto bee deſti- 
ture of a wife, as I am of an husband forI account him as dead to me, 
when he denies me the dutics belonging toa wife. Wheretore,in regard 
of the vnfained affeAtion I beare you, and compaſſion which you ought 
to haue ofa Royall Princefſ”, caen almoſt ſicke to death for your ſake, I 
earneſtly entreat you, not to deny mee your louing {ucicty, but pittying 
my youth and ficry affections (neuer tobe quenched but by your kind- 
nefſe) I may cnioy my hearts dcfire. 

As ſhee vitered th ſc words, the teares ſlreamed aboundantly downe 
her faire checkes, preuenting her of any turther ſpeech : fo that deiefting 
her head into her boſome, ouercome with the predominance of her pal- 
fions, ſhe fell ypon the Counts knee, whereas cle [hee had falne vp-0n; 
che ground. VWhen he, like a loyall and moſt honourable man {harpely 
reprchended her fond and idle loue : And when ſhee would haue ems, 
braced him about the necke to hauc kiſfed him; he repulſed her roughly 
from him, proteſting vpon his honourable rc puration, chat rather then 
- would {o wrong his Lord and Maiſter, he would cadure a thouſand. 

eaths, 

The Ladie fceing her defire diſappointed, and her fond expeCation 
vtterly truſtrared: grew inſtantly forgettull of her intemperate loue,and 
falling into extremity of rage, conucrted hec former gentle and louing 
ſpeeches, into this harſh and ruderlapguage. Villaine (quoth ſhe) ſhall 
the longing comforts of my life, be abridged by thy baſe and ſcornefull: 
deniall ? Shall my deſtruRtion be wrought by thy moſt curriſh ynkinde-! 
neſſe, and all my hoped ioyes be defeated in a moment © Know Slauc,: 
that [ did nor ſo earneſtly deſire thy ſweete embracements before, but. 
now as deadly I hate and deſpiſe them ; which either thy death or ba=; 
niſhment ſhall deerely pay for. No ſooner had ſhe thus ſpokengbut teas: 
ring her haire, and renting her garments in peeces, ſhe ranpe-abour like, 
a diſtrated Woman, crying ouralowd; Helpe, helpe, the;Count D'An+ 


giers will forcibly diſhonour mee, the luſtfull, Count will violate miae 
ONOur. | | | | 
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D' Angters ſeeing this, and fearing more the malice of the. ouer-cres 
dulous Court, then cither his owne Conſcicnce, orany. diſhonourable 
att by him commirted, belecuing Ikewilc,tharher landexous accuſatis 
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of would beercdited, abouc his true and ſpotkeſſeinnocency + cl he 
conucyedhimſelfe.ont ofthe Court, makug wharhaſt he 0 1d hog to 
his ownehouſr, which-beinig roo; weake for mem, or ſafety vpon' 
ſuch purſaite ag would be vied againſt him, withourany further aduice or 
counſell, he ſeated histwo-childrenon hottebacke;bimſclfe alſo being bur 
meanly mounted;thus away thencehe went to.Calzce, 

»>Vpon the clamour andnoife ofthe: Lady, che Courtiers quickly fAloc- 
ket thither'; and, as lits foone wimnebeleete inhafty opinions, vpon any 
Gilly or ſhallow ſurmiſes ſo did heraccularion paſle forcurrant; and the! 
Counts adunncement being enuied:by: many, made his honeſt carriage 
(irrthis caſeythe more ſuſpected, Inhaſt and madding fury, they ran to 
:lc Counts houſes, to arreſt his perſon, and carry him to priſon + but! 
wh-cn they could not finde him, they raced his goodly buildings downe 
ro-the ground,anu vied all ſhametullviolence tothem. Now, as'ill newes 
1dome wants a ſpeedy Meſſenger 3:"to, 1n lefle ſpace then you will ima- 
gine, thc King and Dolphin heard thereot inthe Campe, nd were there- 
with ſo hizhly- offsnded,; that the Counr hadaſodaine and fruere con- 
demnationgall his prog: ny being ſenrenced withperpetuall exile,and pro- 
miſes of great and bouncitull rewards, to ſuch as could bring his body 
aliue or dcad. | 

Thus the irinocent Count, by his oucr-haſty and ſodzine flizht, made 
himſclfe guilty of this toule imputation:andanming at Cal/ice with his 
children, thcir poore and homely habites, hid them from being knowne, 
andthence they croflcd ouer into England, ſtaying no where varill hce 
cameto London. Before he would center into the City, hegaue diners 
good aduertiſcmentsto his children, bur eſpecially ewo precepts aboue' 
all thereſt, Firſt, wich patient ſoulcs to ſupport the poore condition, ! 
whercto Fortune ( without any offence in him or them) had thus deicc- 
ted them. Ncxt, that they ſhould haue moſt heedfull cate, at no time'to 
diſcloſe from whence they came,or whoſe children they were, becauſe it 
extended to the perill of their liues. His Sonne, being named Lewes, and 
now about nine ycares old, his Daughter called Yielenta, and aged ſeauen 
veares, did both obſeruc their fathers direction, as afterward it did 
fuficiently appeare.. And becauſe they might liue in the ſafer ſecuri- 
tic, hee thought ir forthe beſt tro change their names, calling his Sonne 
P:rotto, and his Daughter Granetra, for thus they might beſt eſcape vn- 
knowne. | \ 

Bcingentred into the City, and in the poore cſtate of brggars, they? 
craued cuery bodies mercy and almes. It came ropaſſe, that ſtanding 
one morning at the Carhedrall Church.doore, a great Lady of England 
being then witeto the Lord high Marſhal,commiog torth of the Church, 
elpicd the Cannt and his children there begging; Ot him ſhe demanded 
what Coubtrey-manhe was? and whether thoſe children were his owne, 
orno ? The Count replyed, that he was borne in Piccardy, and for anvn- 
happy fa& committed by his cldeſt Sonne { a ſtripling of more hopefull 
cxpectation, then proucd)-' hee was enforced,” with thoſe his two other 
M 3 children, 
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children to forlake his country. The Lady being by nature very rings; 
looking adviſedly on the young Girlc beganne ro grow in ot 
her 3 becauſe (indeede;ſhe- was amiable, gentle,and beamitull, whereup- 
on ſh:e faide, Honeſt man, thy daughter hatha pleaſing countenance; 
and (perhaps) her inward diſpoſition may prooue anſwerable to her om- 
ward good parts : if therefore thoucanſt bee;content to leaue her with 
me, I willgiue her entertainment, and vpon her gutifull carriage and be- 
hauiour,it ſhe liuero ſuch yeares as may require it, I will hauc her honeſt. 
ly beſtowne in marriage. This motion was very pleaſing tothe Count, 
who readily declarcd his willing conſent therero,and with theteares trick- 
ling downe his chcekes,in thankfull maner he delivered his pretty daugh- 
ter eo the Lady. FI 
She being thus happily beſtowne,he minded to tarry no longer in Loxs 
don ; but, in his wonred begging manner, trauailing thorough the Coun» 
try with his ſonne Perorto, at length he came into Wales ; but not without 
much weary paine and trauell,being never vſcd before,to iourney fo far on 
foor. Thcre dwelt another Lord,in ofhce of Marthalfhip tothe King of 
Enzland, w hoic power extended oucr thoſe parts: a man of very great 
authority, keeping a moſt noble and bountifull houſe, which they termed 
the Preſident of Wales his Conrt ,, whereto the Count and his Sonoften- 
times rcſorted,as finding there good relecte and comfort, On a day,one 
of the Preſidents ſons,accompanied with diucers other Gentlemens chil- 
dren,wcre performing cerraine youthful ſports, and paſtimes, as running, 
leaping, and ſuch like, wherein Perotto preſumed ro make one among. 
them,cxcelling all the reſt in ſuch commendable manner, as none of them 
came any thing nere him, Diuers times the Prefident had taken notice 
thereof,and was ſo well pleaſed with the Lads behauiour, that he enqui- 
red of whence he was? Anlivere was made, that he was a poore mans 
Son,that cuery day came for an almes to his gate. 
The Pref1dent being defirousto make the boy his, the Count (whoſe 
dayly prayers were to the ſame purpoſe )frank!y eaue his Sonto the No- 
bleman : alveirnaturall and fatherly aftetion, vrged ſome vnwillingnefle 
to part {o with him;yer neceſſity and diſcretion,found it beſt for the bene- 
fit of them b>th. B ing thus caſed of care for his Son and Daughter, and 
they (though in diff-rent places)yct vnder good and worthy gOucrnment; 
the Count would continue no longer in England : but, as beſt hee could 
procure the meanes, paſſed ouer into 7reland,and being arriued at a place 
called Sranford,became ſeruant to an Earle of that Country, a Gentleman 


profefiing Armcs,on whom heattended as a feruing man,and liued a long 
while inthat eſtate very painfully. 


His daughter olemta, clouded vnder the borrowed name of Granetta, 
dwelling with the Lady at Londow,grew ſo in yeares,beauty, comelineſſe 
of perſon, and was fo gracefull in the fauour of her Lordand Lady, yea, 
of cucry one in the houſe beſide, that it was wonderfull ro behold. Such 
as but obſerucd her vſuall carriage, and what modeſty ſhincd clearely in 
her eyes,reputed her well worthy of honourable preterment ; in regard, 


the 
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the Lady, that had \ teariued hitr:of' her Father, mor 
whence, or what ſhee was; - but 25 himſtlfe had made report; 
match herin honourable marriage; according 


according as her vercues-w de." 
ſerued, Bue God;the iuſt rewarderobalbgovdithdeayours;knowing her! 
to be noble by birch, add (caulelefſc)zo! ſuffer forthe finnesofanvtherz; 
diſpoſed otherwiſe of herzand that ſoworthy a Virgin might-be no 'mate' 
for a man of ill conditions,a0 doubtordained what was to bedone,accor-: 
ding to his owne goodpleaſure, 14 07 ooh od 079 754m 7 

The Noble Lady, with whom pdore G:anetee dwelt;had butone one- 
ly Sonneby her Hasband,and he moſtideerely. affected of them both, as 
well in regard he was to be their heiregasallo for hisvertues andcommen- 
dable qualities, wherein he excelled many young Gentlemen, Endued 
he was with heroycall valour,compleate in all perteQions of perſon, and 
his minde cuery way anſwerablc to his outward behauiour, exceeding: 
Gianetta about ſixe yeeres In age. Hee perceining her to bea' faire and- 
comely Maiden, grew to affect her ſo entirely,thatali things et{c he held; 
contemptible, and nothing pleafing in his eyc but ſhee, Now; in regard 
her parcntage was reputed poorc,he krpt his loue concealed from his Pa« 
rents,nor daring to deſire-her in marriage: for loarth he was ro looſe their 
fauour, by diſcloſing the veh« mency of his afflitions, which proucd a 
Preater torment to him,then if it had beene openly knowne. 

It came to paſſe, thatloue ouer-awedhim in ſuch fort, as he fell into a 
violent ſickneſle, and ſtore of Phylictonswere ſent for, to ſaue him from 
death,if poſſibly it might be. Their wwdgements obſeruing the courſe of 
his ſickneſle, yer not reaching to the caufe oft the diſeaſe, madea doubr- 
full queſtion of his recoucry ; which was fo diſpleafing to his parents, thar 
their griefe and ſorrow grew beyond meaſure, Many carneſt entreaties 
they moucd to him, to know the occaſion of his ſickeneſſe, whereto he re- 
turned no other anſywere,but heart-breaking ſighes, and inceffant reares, 
which drew him more and raore into weakeneſſe of body. 

It chanccd on aday, a Phyſicionwas brought vnto him, being young 
in yeeres, but well experienced in his praiſe : andas hee made triall of 
his pulle,Gzaretts (who by his Mothers command, attended on him ve 
diligcncly (vpon ſome cſpeciall occaſion centred into the Chamber, whic 
whenthe young Gentl:manprrce1ued, and that ſhee neither ſpake word, 
nor ſo much as looked towards him, his heart grew great in amorovs de- 
ſice, and his pulſe did heate beyond the compaſle of ordinai y cuſtome;, 
whereof the Phyſicion made good ob({cruation, tonote how long that fit 
weuld continue. No ſooner was Giaretta gone forth of the Chamber, 
but the pulſe immediately gane ouer beating, which perſwaded the Phy- 
ok, that ſome part of the diſcalſ:s had now diſcouered it ſelfe appa- 

rantly, | 

_ Within a while after, pretending to haue ſome ſpeech with Giawetts, 
and holding the Gzntleman ſtill by the arme,the Phyſicion cauſed her to 
be ſent for;and immediately ſhee came. Vpon her very entrance into the 
Chamber,hepulſe beganto beare againe extreamely,and when ſhee de- 


parted, 
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parted... preſently ceaſed. Now was he thorowly 'petſwadcd, that he 
ad found thetruceffeof his 1ickneſle, when raking the Father and m6 
ther afide,thus he ſpake tothem. It yoube deſirous of your Sons health; 
is confilteth ave citherin-Phyſiciof.or phyſicke; but in the mercy of your 
faire Maide Giene#tz; for manifeſt ſignes have madeit knowne'to me, and 
he loueth the Damoſell very dearchy:, yet (for ought I can perceiue, the 
Maide doth-nottknow it: Jnow if you baue reſpe@ of his life, you know(in 
this caſe) what is to be done, The Noblemaa ainthis Wife hearing this; 
became ſomewhat ſatisfied; becauſe there remained a remedy to- preſerue 
his life: bur-yer it was no meanepriefeto them, 'iF it ſhould ſo ſncceeds, 
as they feared, namely; the marriage berweene this their Sonne and Gre: 
nents, : SE AL NR | 
The Phyſicion bring gone, and they repairing to their ſicke Sonne; 
the Mother began with him in this manner, Sonne, I was'alwayes per- 
ſwaded, thatthou would:ſt not conceale any ſecret from me, or the leaſt 
part ofthy deſires, efpccially, when without enioying them, thou mult 
remaine in the danger of death . Full well art thou aſſured, or in reaſon 
oughreſt ro be, that there isnot any thing for thy contentment, be it of 
what quality ſocucr, but it ſhould haue. beeve pronided tor thee,and in 
as ample manner as for mine owne ſelle, But though thou haſt wandred 
{. farre {rom duty,and hazardcd both thy lite and ours, it commeth ſo ta: 
paſſe,that Heauen hath becne more m*rcitu!l ro rhee,then thou wouldeſt 
be tothy (cltc,orvs. Andto preuenr thy dying of this diſeaſe, a dreame” 
chis aight hath acquainted me with the principall occaſion of thy ſicke-' 
neſſe, towit, extraordinary afteMon to a young Maiden, in ſome ſuch' 
place as thou haſt ſeene her. I zcll thee Sonne, it is a matter of no dif- 
grace to louc, and why [houldſt thou ſhameto manifeſt as much,it being ' 
ſo apt and conuentent tor thy youth ? Forit I were per{wadcd,that thou 
could(t not louc,] (ſhould make ghe lefſe clteeme of thee. Therctore deare 
Sonne, be not diſmayed,but freely diſcouer thine affeions. Expell thoſe: 
dilaſtrous drouping thoughts, that hauc indangered thy life by this long 
l.agering {icknelle. And let thy ſoule be faithfully aſſured, that thou canit'- 
not require any thingto be done, remaining within the compaſſc of my * 
power, but I will pertorme it;for I loue thee as dcarely as mine owne life, 
Set thereforealide this nice conceit of ſhame andifeare, reucaling the” 
eruth boldly.to me, it | may ſtead thee in thy loue ; reſoluing thy ſclte vn- ' 
faigned!y,that if my cate ſtretchnotto compaſſe thy content, account me. 
for rhe moſt cruel] Mother liuing, and vtterly vaworthy of ſuch a Sonne. * 
| The young Gentleman hauing heard theſe proteſtations made by his 
Morher, was not a little aſhamed of his owne tollie ; but recolleing his 
better thoughts cogether, and knowing in his ſoule, that noone conld: 
better further his hopes,then ſhee ; forgetting all his former feare, he te» 
turned her this anſwere; Madam, and my dearely affe&ed Mother , 
nothing hath more occaſioned my loues fo ſtrit concealement;" 
but an eſpeciall errour, which I finde by daily proofe in many, whd' 
being growne to yeeres of graue diſcretion, doe neuer remember,* 


that 


LL 


— __—_....... 


 * gouernedbye Madam Philomena. = 


that they chemſclues have bin yong, But becauſe herein I find you tobe 
both diſcreet and wiſc,l willnor onely affirme what you haue (ceninme 
ro be true,bur alſo will confecſle, to whom it is : ypon condition, thatthe. 
cffe& of your promiſe may follow ir, according to the power remaining 
in you,whereby you onely may ſecure my life, F 

His Mother, deftrous to bee refolued, whether his confeſhon would 
agrce with the Phyinians words, or no, and teferuing another intention 
to her ſelfe : bad him feare nothing, bur freely diſcouer his whole deſire, 
ard forthwith ſhe doubted not rocffeR it. Then Madame (quoth hee), 
the matchlcſle beauty, and commendable qualities of your Maid Granet- 
t4,to whom (as yet) | haue made nomortiton, to commiſſerate this my. 
languiſhing extremity, nor acquainted any liuing creature with my loue: 
the conccaling of theſe afflitions to my 1: Ite, hath brovght mee to this 
deſperate condition : and if ſome meane bce not wrought, according to 
your conſtant promiſe, for the full enivying of ry longing defires,aflure 
your ſelfe(molt Noble Mother) that the date of my lite is very ſhort, 
The Lady well knowing, thattherime now rather required kindeſt 
comfort, then any ſe:e:c or ſharpereprehenſion, ſmiling on him, (aid ; 
Alas deere fonne, waſt thou ficke for this? Be of good cheare, and whcn 
thy ſtrength is better reſtored, then refcrre the matter to me. The young 
Gentleman, being put in good hope by his Mothers promiſe, beganGin 
ſhort time) tro ſhew «pparant ſignes of well-forwarded amendment, ro 
the Mothers great toy and comtort, diſpoling her ſclte dayly ro prooue, 
how in honor ſhe might keepe promiſe with her ſonne, 

Within a ſhort while after, calling G:anezra priuarely to her, in gentle 
manner, and by the way of pleaſant diſcourſe, ſhe demandcd of hir,whi- 
ther {he was prouided of a Louer, or no, Gzazetra, being neuer acq/1ain- 
ted with any ſuch queſtions,a ſcarlet Dye coucring all her modeſt coun- 
tenance, thus replyed. Madam, I haue no neede of any Loucr, and very 
vnſcemely were it, tor ſo poore a Damoſcl] as I am, to have ſomuch as a 
thought of Louers, being baniſhed from my fricads and kinsfolke, and 
remaining in ſcruiceas1I do. Ry” 

It you baue none (anſwered the Ladie) wee will beſtow one on you, 
which ſhall content your minde, and bring you toa more pleaſing kinde 
of life ; becaulc it is farre vai, that ſo faire a Maid as you are, ſhould re- 
maine deſtitute of a Louer. Madam, ſaid Gianetta,conſidering with my 
ſelte, that ſince you receiued me of my poore Father, you haue vied me 
rather like your daughter, then a ſeruant ; it becommeth mee to doe as 
pleaſeth you. Notwithſtanding, [truſt/in the regard of mine owne good 
ang honour) neuer to vie any complaint in ſuch a cafe: but if you pleaſe 
to beſtow ahusband on me, I purpoſe to loue and honor him onely, and 
not any other. For,of all the inheritance left me by my progenitors, no- 
thing remainethto me but honourable honeſty, andthat ſhall be my Les 
gacie ſo long as I live, _ on] 

1. Theſe wardes, were of a quite contrary complexion, tothoſe which 
the Lady cxpeRed from her,and for efteSing the promiſe made on 
| On- 
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Sonne : howbeit (like a wiſe and noble Ladie) much ſhe inwardly com- 
mended the maids anſwers, and ſaid ynto her. Bur tell me Grazerte, what 
if my Lord the King(who1s a gallant youthfull Prince,and youſo bright 
a beautic as you are) ſhould take caſure in your Joue, would ye denic 
him ? Sodainly the Maide returned this anſwer : Madame, the King per- 
haps might enforce me, but with my free conſent, hee ſhall never haue 
any thing of me thar is not honeſt, Nordid the Lady diſlike her Maides 
courage and reſolution, but breaking offall her further conference, in- 
rended ſhortly to put her proicR in proofe, ſaying to her ſon, that when 
he was fully recouered, he ſhould have priuate acceſſe to Giants, whom 
ſhee doubted not but would be tratable enough to him , for ſhe helde ir 
no mcane blemiſhto her honour, to moouethe Maide any more inthe 
matter, but let him compaſle it as he could. 

Farrc from the yong G:ntlemans humour was this anſwer of his Mo- 
ther, becauſe he aimed nor at any diſhonourable end + true, faith full, and 
honeſt lone was the ſole ſcope of his intefition, foulc and loathſome luſt 
he vrrerly defied ; wher: upon he fell into fickenefle againe, rather more 
violently then before. Which the Lady perceiuing,reutaled her whole 
intent to Granerra, and finding her conſt:ncie beyond common compa- 
riſon, acquainted her Lord with atl ſhe had done, and both conſented 
(though much againſt their mindes) to let him entoy her in honourable 
marriage : accounting itbereer, for preſcruation of their onely ſons life, 
to march him farre inferiour to his degree, then by denyiog his defire, 
tro let him pine and dye for herloue, 

After great conſultation with Kindred and Friends, the match was a- 
erecd vpon, tothe no little ioy of Gzazetta, who devourly returned inf- 
nire thankes to heauen, for ſo mercitully reſpecting her deiefted poore 
eſtate, after the bitter paſſage of ſo many miſertcs, and never tearming 
her ſclfc any otherwiſe, but the davghter of a poote Piccard. Soone was 
the yong Gentleman recouered and married, no manaliuvc fo well con- 
rented as he, and (frting downe an abſolute determination, to lead a lo- 
uing life with his Gzazetra, | 

Ler vs now conuert our lookes to Wales,to Perorzo ; being lefte there 
withthe other Lord Marſhall, who was the Preſident of that Countrey., 
On heegrew in yeercs, choiſcly reſpeRed by his Lord, beczuſe hee was 
moſt comely of perſon, and forward to all valiant attempts ; ſo that in 

Tourneyes, louſtes,and other ations of Armes, his like was not to bee 
tound in all the Ifland, being named onely Perettothe valiant Piccard, & 
ſo was he famed farre and neere. As God had not forgotten his Siſter, 
ſo in mercy he b:came as mindefull of him; for, a contagious mortalitie 
hapning in the Country, the greater part of the people periſhed thereby 
the reſt flying thence into other partes of the Land, whereby the wholc 
Prounce became diſp*opled and defolate. 
| Intherime of this plague and dreadful viſitation, the Lord Preſident, 
his Lady, Sonnes, Daughters, Brothers, Nephewes,and Kitidred dyed 
none remaining aliue, but one onely Daughter marriageable, a few of 
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the houſhold ſeruants, befide Peroteo, whom (after the fickeneſſe was 
more mildly a{[waged} with counſell and conſent of the Countrey -peo- 
plc, the young Lady accepted to be her husband, becauſe hee was a man 
{0 worthy and valiant; and ofall the inheritance left by her deceaſed Fa- 
ther, ſhe made him Lord, and fole commander. Wirhin no long while 
after, the King of England vnderſtanding that his Prefident of wales was 
dead, and Fame liberally relating the verrues, valour, and good parts of 
Perotto the Piccard, heecreared him Preſident thereof,and ro ſupply the 
place of his deceaſed Lord, Theſe faire fortunes, within the compaſle of 
{0 ſhort a time, fell to the two innocent children of the Count D'* Aneters 
after they were 1: tr by himas loſt and forlomme., 

Eighteene yeeres weee now fully oucr-paſt, ſince the Count D'Angi- 
ers fled trom Parzs, hauing ſuffered (in miſerable ſort) many hard and la- 
inentable aducrfitics ; and ſeeing himſelfe now to be growne aged, hee 
was deſirous to leaue Ireland, and to know (it hee might) what was be- 
come of both his Children. Heerecupon, perceiuing his wonted forme 
to be ſo akered, that ſuch as formerly had conucrſed moſt vvith him, 
could now not take any knowledge of him,and feeling his body(through 
long labour and exerciſe endured in ſcruice) more luſtie then in his icle 
yourhtull yceres, eſpecially when helett the Courr of France,hee purpo- 
{ed to proccede in his determination. Being vcrie poore and {imple in 
apparrel,he departed from the Iriſh Earle his Maſter, with whom he had 
continued long in ſeraice, to no aduantage or aduancement, and crofling 


oucr jnto England, trauayled to the place in Wales, where he left Perotro, , 
and where he found him to.be Lord Marſhall and Preſident of the coun-* | 


try, luſty and in good health, aman cf goodly feature, and moſt honora- 
bly reſpc&ed and reuerenced of thr people, 

Well may you imagine, that this was no ſmall comfort to the poore 
aged Countes heart, ye: would he not make himſelfe knowne to him, or 
any other about him, burreferred his ioy to a further enlarging and di- 
minithing, by ſight of the other limbe of his life, his deerely aftefted' 
daughter Gzanezta, denying reſt to his bodie in any place, vntil ſuch time 
as he cameto London, Making there ſecret enquiry concerning the La» 
die with whom hce had left his daughter ; hee vnderſtoode,that a young 
Gentlewoman, named Gzanette, was matried to that Ladics onely Son, 
which made a ſecond addition of toy to his ſoule, accounting all his: 
paſſcd aducrfitics of no valew, both his children being liuing, and in fo 
high honour. | 

Hauing found her dwelling, and (like a kinde Father) being earneſtly 
deſirous to ſee her ; he dayly reſorted neretothe houſe, where Sir Roper 
Manacuile (for ſo was Gianettaes husband named) chauncing to {ce him, 
being moued to compaſſion, becauſe he, was both poore and aged: com- 
maunded one of his men, to take him into the houſe, and ro giue him 
ſome foode for Gods ſake, which (accordingly) the ſeruant performed, 
Giapetta had divers children by her husband, the eldeſt being but eight 
yceres of age, yet all of them fo faire and comely as couldbe . As the 
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old Count fare eating his meate in the Hall, the children came all about 
him, embracing, hugging, and making muchof him, euen as if Nature 
had truly inſtruQed them, that this was their aged(though poor, Grand- 
father, and hee as louingly recciuing theſe kinde relations from ther, 
wilcly and ſilently kept all to himſelte, with ſighes, teares, and ioyecs in- 
termixed together. Inſomuch that the children would not part from him 
though thcir Tutor and Maſter called them often, which being to!deto 
th:ir Mother, ſhee came foorth of the neere adioyning Parlour, and 
threatned to beate them, if they would not doe what their Maiſter com- 
manded them. 

Then the Children began to cry, ſaying ; that they would tarrie ſti] by 
the good olde man, becauſe he louced them better then their Maſter did 
whereat both the Lady and the Count began to ſmile. The Count, like 
a poore Bzgger, and not as Father toſo great a Lady, aroſe, and did her 
humble reuerence, bt cauſe ſhe was now a Noble Woman, conceyuing 
wonderfull ioy in his ſoule, to {ce her fo faire and goodly a creature: yer 
could ſhe take no knowledge of him, Age,want,and miſery had fo migh- 
tily altered himz his heed all white, his beard without any comly torme, 
his Garments ſo poore, and his face ſo wrinkled, leane and meager,that 
he f emed rather ſome Carter, then a Count. And Gzazertaperceiuing 
that when her Chiloren were tercht away, they returned againe tothe 
olde man, and would not lcauc him,thc dcfted their Maiſter to let them 
alone. | 

While thus the Children continued making much of the good olde 
man, Lord Audrev Manaeurle, Farher to Sir Roper,cime into the Hall,as 
being ſo willed to d''e by the Childrens Schoolemaſter. He being a ha- 
ſitc-minded min, and one that cuer deſpiled Granetta before, but much 
more f11ce her marriage to his fonne, angerly faid'y Let them alon« with 
2 milcheefe, and fo betallrthem, their beſt company ovghr ro bee with 
beggers, to: {o they are bred and borne by the Mothers fide : and there- 
fore it is no mrcTuaile, if like will co like, a beggers brats to keepe compa- 
ny with Þeggers. The Count hearing theſe contemptible wordes, was 
no! a liutle preeued theieat ; and although his courage was greater then 
his poore condition wo.ld permit him to cxpref[- ; yet,clouding all iniu- 
ries with nobce patience, hanging downe his head, and ſhedding many 
a io == endured this reproach, as hce had done many, both before 

and afer, 

Bn: honovrable Sir Roger,perceiving what delight his Children tooke | 
in the poore mans company; albeit he was offended at his Fathers harſh 
words, by holding his wife in {ach baſe reſpeR: yer fauoured the poore 
Count ſo muchthe more, and ſecing him weepe, did greatly compaſſi- 
onatc his caſe, ſaying to the pooreman,thart if he would accept of his ler- 
urce, he willingly would entertaine him, Whereto the Count replyed, 
that very glad.y he would embrace his kinde offer : but he was capeable 
of no other ſeruice, ſaue oncly to be an horſe-keeper,wherein he had im- 
ployedthe moſt part of histume. Heereupon, more for pleaſure and 
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pitty then any neceflity of his ſeruice,he was appointed to the keeping of . 
an Horſe, which was onely for his Daughters ſaddle, and daily after he 
had done hisdiligence about the Horſeghe did nothing elſe but play with 
the children. "While Fortune pleaſed thus to dallywith the poore Count 
D'Angiers,and his children,it cameto paſſ{,that the King of Fraxce /after 
diners leagues of truces paſled berweenc him andthe Germaines died ,and 
next after him,his Son the Dolphin was crowned King ,and it was his wife 
that wrongfully cauſed rhe Counts baniſhment. After expiration of the 
laſt league with the Germazns,the warres began to grow much more fierce 
and ſbarpe, and the King of Ezglznd, (vyponrequeſt made to him by his 
new brother of France ){erit him very honourable ſvpplics of his p:ople, 
vader the condudt of Perorto, his lately elected Preſident of Wales, and 
Sir Rozer Mandenile,Sonto his other Lord high Marſhall,with whom al- 
ſo the poore Count went, and continued a long while in the Campe as 2 
common Souldicr, whereyet hikea valiant Gentleman/as indecd he was 
no |efic) both in aduice and aftions;he accomplilhed many more notable 
matters,then was expected to come from him. 

It ſo fell out, that in the continuance ofthis warre,the Queene of France 
fell into 2 gricuous ſickneſic,aud percciuing her {clte to be at the point of 
death, ſhee b-came very p:nitently forrowtull for all her ſinnes, earneſtly 
deſiring that ſh:c might be canteſled by the Archbiſhop of Reane, who 
wasrcputcd to be an holy and vertuous man. In the repetition of her 0- 
ther offences; (he revealed what great wrong ſhe hid done to the Cornet 
D' 4An2:ers,rclting not lo (arisficd, with diicloliag the whole matter to him 
alone ; but alſo confeſſed the ſame before many other worthy perſons, 
andofgrear honour, cntreating themro worke ſo with the King, that (if 
the Count were yer liuing,or any ot his Children)they might be reſtored 
to their former honour againe. 

Ic was not long after, butthe Queene left this life, and was moſt roy- 
ally enterred,when her confcſhon being aiſcloſed to the King, after much 
ſorrow tor ſo iniuriouily wronging a man of {6 great valour and honour : 
Proclamation was made throughout the Campe,and in many other parts 
of France befide, that whoſocuer could produce the Count D' Angiers, or 
any ot his Children, ſhould richly be rewarded for each one of them; in 
regard he was innocent of the foule impuration , by the Queenes owne 
confctlion, and for his wrongtull exile fo long, he ſhovld be exalted to 
his former honour with farre greater fauours, which the King franckely 
would beſtow vpon him. When the Count(who wolked vp and downe in 
the habite of a common ſeruitor heard this Proclamation, torth-with hee 

went to his Maſter Sir &Xoger Mandenzle, requeſting bis ſpeedy repaireto 
Lord Perotts, thar being both aſſembleJ rogerther, he would acquaint 
then with a ſerious matter, concerning the lare Prochamation publiſhed 
by the King. Being by themſelues alone inthe Tent, the Connt ſpake in 
this manner to Perotte.Sir,S. Roger Mandenile here, your cquall comperitor 
inthis milirary ſcruice,is the husband royour natura!l ſiſter, hanging as yet 
neu: receined any dowry with her,but het inherenr'vnblemiſhablevertue 
& nonor. Now becaulc the may not ſtil remain deſtitute of a competent 
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Dowry : | deſire that Sir Roger, andnone other, may enioy the royal! re- 


ward promiſed by the King. You Lord Perezto, whoſerruename1s Te- 
wes, maniteſt your ſclfe to be nobly borne, and Sonne to the wrongfull 
baniſhed Count D' Angzers : auouch moreouer, that Yislenza, ſhadowed 
vnder theborrowed name of G/axette, is your owne Siſter , and deliver 
me vp as your Fathcr, the leng exiled Count D Angers. Perotto heating 
this,behcld him more aduiſedly, and began to know him : then, the rears 
owing abundantly from his eyes, he fell at his feete,and often embracing 
him, ſaide : My dcercand noble Father ! a thouſand times more deerely 
welcome to your H0nne Lewes, | bh 
Sic Roger Manacuile,hearing firſt what the Count had ſaide, and ſeeing 
what Perotts afterward performed 3 became ſurprized with ſuch extraot- 
dinary ioy and admiration, that he knew not how to carry himſelfe in this 
caſe, Neuerthcleſſe, giuing credite to his words, and being ſomewhar 
aſhamed, that he had not vicd the Count in more reſpe&ine manner, and 
remembring beſide, the vnkinde language of his furious Father ro him : 
he knecled downe, humbly crauing pardon,”ooth for his Fathers rudenes 
and his owne,which was courteouſly granted by the Count, embracing 
him louingly in his armes, 
VW hen they had a while diſcourſed their ſeuerall fortunes, ſometime m 
ecarcs,and then againe in 10y;Per#troand Sir Koger, would haue the Count 
to be garmented ia better manner, but in no wiſe he would ſuffer it 3 for it 
was his onelydefire,that Sir Roger ſhould bee affured of the promiſed re- 
ward, by preſenting him in the Kings preſence, and in the homely habit 
which he did ware, to touch him with the more ſenſible ſhame, for his 
raſh b:1-efe,and injurious proceeding. Then Sir Roger Xandenile, gui- 
ding the Count by the hand,and Perotzo following atier,came beforethe 
King, off riag to preſentthe Count and his children, if the reward promi- 
ledinthe Proclamation might be performed. The King immediately 
commanded, that a reward of inc{timable valew ſhould be produced ; de- 
[iring Sir Kogecr vpon the ſight thereof, ro make good his off-r, for forth- 
wit] preſenting the Count and his children, Which hee made no lon- 
ger del1y of, but turning himfelte about,deliuercd the aged Count, by the 
title of his ſcruant, and preſenting Perorto next,ſaide, Sir, heereI deliuer 
youthe Father and his Son, his Daughter who is my wife,cannot ſo con- 
ucniently be here now, but ſhortly, by the permiſſion of heauen,your Ma- 
telty ſhall hauea ſight of her. "Yy | 
When the King heard this, ſtedfaſtly he lookedon the Count ; and, 
notwithſtinding his wonderfull alteration, both from his wonted feature 
and farme : yet,after he had very ſcriouſly viewed him, he knew him pex- 
teMly ; and the teares trickling downe his cheekes, partly with ren: >rſe- 


full ſhame,and joy allo for his ſo happy recoucry,he tooke vp the Count 


from kneeling, kiſſing, and embracing him very kirdely, welcomming 
Perotto in the {c]te ame manner, Immediately alſo he gaue commaund, 
that the Count ſhould be reſtored to his honors, apparell, ſeruants, hor- 


(es, and furniture,anſwerableto his high eſtateand calling, which was as 
ſpcc- 
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ſpccdily performed, Morcouer, the King greatly honourcd Sir Koger 
Manaenile,deliringto-be made acquainted with alltheir paſſed fortunes. 

\Whea Sir Roger had received the royall. reward, for thys ſurrending 
the Count and his Sonne,the Countcalling him to him.ſaide. Take that 
Princely remuneration of my ſoueraigne Lord and King,and commen- 
ding me to your vnkinde Father, tel him that your Children are no beg. 
ears brats, neirher baſcly borne by their Mothers fide, Sir Roger retur- 
ning home with his bounrtfuil: reward,ſoone after brought his Wife and 
Mother to Paris, and ſodid Perotio his Wife, wherein great ioy and tri- 
umph,they continued a long while with the noble Count;zwho had all his 
goods and honours reſtored ro him, in farre greater meaſure then cuer 
they were vefores his Sonnes in Law returning home with their Wiues 
into Eng/4zd,lctt the Count with the King at Parzs,where he ſpentthe iclt 
of his daycs in great honour and felicity, 


B.rnardo, 4 Merchant of Geneway, beinz decetned by another Merchant, 
z.1med Ambroginolo, lot a great part of his goods. And commanding hs 
innocent Wife wo be murtherea,(he eſt aped,and (inthe habite of a man) be- 
came ſernant tothes 0/dane. The aecciuer bein? found at laſt, [hee compoſe 
ſed ſuch meanes, that ber Husban4 Bern:rdo came into Alexandria, and 
there, afier due punniſhment infiicted on the falſe deceiner ſve reſumed the 
garments azaine of a woman, and returned home with h:y Husband to Ge- 
aeway, | 

The ninth Noucll, 

Ipherein i declared, that by ouer-liberall commeniins the chaſtity of Women, 
it falleth out (oftentimes) to be very dangerons, e/þecially by the meanes of 
rreacherers who yet (zn the enac)are iſtly punniſhed for their treachery. 


\y Adam Elza having ended her compaſſhonate diſcourſe, which in- 
deede had moucd all the reſt ro fightngzrhe Queene, who was taire, 
comcly of ſtature, and carrying a very maieſticall countenance, ſmiling 
mote familizrly then the otacr, . ſp.ikcto them thus, Ir is very neceſluy, 
thatthe promiſe made to Diovezes, ſhould carctu}ly be k: pt, and becauſe , 
now there remaineth none, to r-port any mare Nouels,but onely he and 
my (elfc: -I mult firſt deliver mine,and he (whotaxes it for an honvur ) to 
be the laſt inrcliting his owne, laſt let him be tor his owne deliverance. 
Thcn pauſing a little while, thus ſhe began agaiac. Many times among 
vulgar pcople,it hath paſſed as a common Proucrbe : That che deceiuer 
is often trampled on, by ſuch as he hath deceiued, And this cannot ſhew 
itlehe{by any reaſon) to be true, except ſuch accidents as awaite on trea- 
chery, doereally make a juſt diſcoucry thereof. And thetctore according 
tothe courſe of this day obſerucd,T am the woman that muſt make good 
what] haue ſaide for the approbation of that Prouerbe : no way(l hope) 
Ciſtaſifullto you inthe hearing, but aduantageable to preſerue you trom 
any {uch beguiling., 
There was a faite and goodly Innc in Paris, much frequented by many 
N 2 great 


— 


1 45444 AA 1 LALLY 444 14 1404446 KAT RR $411 


' #\ ; 
Fa” SN , 


WW 


LAT 


great Italian Merchants, according to ſuch variety of occaſions and buft- 
nefle, as vrged their often reſorting thither, One night among many 0- 
eher,hauing had a merry Supper together, thcy began to diſcourſe on dt- 
vers matters, and falling from one rclation to another ; they communed 
in very friendly manner, concerning their wines, Icfteat home in their 
houſes. Qnoth the firſt, I cannot well imagine what my wife 1s now do- 
109,butT am able tolay formy ſelfe, that if a pretty female ſhould fall in- 
to my company : I could eafily forget my loue to my wife, and make vie 
of liichan aUurn ape offered. 

Aſccond replyed ; And truſt me, T ſhould do no Icfſe, becauſe Iam 
perlwadeo, that if my wife be willing to wander, the law 151n her owne 
hand,and | am farre enough from home : dumbe wa!les blab no tales,and 
oft-ncces vnknowne are ſ11dome or neuercalled in queſtion. A third man 
vnapt in cenſure, with his former fellowes of the Jury ; and it plaincly ap- 
peared,that all the reſt were of the ſame opinion, condemningrtheir wiues 
ouer-raſhly,and alledging.that when husbands ſtraycd ſo far trem home, 
their wives had wit enough to make vic of their time. 

Oncly one man among themall, named Bernardo Lomel/ino, and dwel- 
ling in Geneway, maintained the contrary ; boldly auouching, that by the 
eſpecial! fauour of Fortune, he had a wife ſo pertely compleate inall gra- 
ces and vertues, as any Lady in the world poſhbly could be, and that 7ta- 
ty ſcarſely contained her equall. Bur, ſhe was goodly of pcrſon, and yer 
very young, quicke, Quaint, milde, and courtccus, and not any thing ap- 
pertainingto the office of a wife, either for domeſticke affayres, or ay 
other imployment whatſouer, but in woman. hoode ſhee went beyond 
al other, No Lord, Knight, Eſquire, or Gentleman, could bee better 
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ſerued at his Table, then himlelte dayly was, with more wiſedome, mo- 
deſty and diſcretion. Afterallthis, hee praiſed her for riding, hawkiog, 
haming, filbing, fawling, reading, writing, enditing, and moſtabſalure 
keeping his Bookes of acconnts,that neither himſelfc,or any other Mer- 
chant could therein excell her, Afr infinite other commendations, he 
came to the former poine of their argument,concerning the cafie falling 
of women into wantonneſle, maintaining (with a folemne oath)thar no 
woman poſlibly could be more chaſte and honeſt then ſhe: in which rc- 
ſpect, he was verily per{waded, that if heſtayed from her ten years ſpace 
yea (all his lifetime) out of his houſe; yet neuer would ſhee falfifie her 
faith to him,or be lewdly allured by any other man. 

Amongſt theſe Merchants thus communing together, theie vvas a 
young proper man,named Ambroginolo of Placentias,who began to laugh 
at the laſt' prayſes which Berzaras had vicd of his Wife, and fceming to 
make a mockerie thereof, demaunded, it the Emperour had giuen him 
chis priviledge, abouc all other married men ? Bernarao being ſomewhat 
offended, anſwered : No Emperour hath done ir, but the c{peciall ble{- 
ſing of heauen, exceeding all the Emperours on the carthin grace, and 
thereby hauec receiued this fauour , whereto Ambrogenelo preſently thus 
replyed. Bernardo, without all queſtion tothe contrary, I belecue that 
what thou haſt ſaid, is true; bur (for ought ] can perccjuc)thou haſt ſlen- 
der iudgement in the Nature of things - becauſe, if thou diddſt obſerue 
them well, thou couldſt not be of ſo groſle vnderſtanding« Far, by com- 
prehending matters in their true kinde and nature, thou wouldſt ſpeake 
of them more correRly then thou docſt, And to the end, thou mayeſt 
not imagine, that we who haue ſpoken of our Wiucs, doethinke any 
otherwiſe of them, then as well and honeſtly as thou canſt of thine,nor 
that any thing elſe did vrge theſe ſpceches of rhem, or falling inte this 
kinde of diſcourſe, but onely by a naturall inſtinct and admonation,I wil - 
procecde familiarly, a little further with thee, yppan the matter alreadie 
propounded. 

I have euvermore vnderſtoode, that man was the moſt noble creature, 
formed by Godto liue in this World, and woman inthe next degree tg 
him : but man, as generally is belecued, and as is diſcerned by apparant 
effeRs,is the moſt perfect of both. Hauing then the moſt perfection in 
him,without all doubr, he muſt be ſo much the more firme and conſtant. 
Soin like manner, it hath beene, and is vniuerſally graunted, that Wo- 
men is more yarious and mutable,and the reaſon thereof may be appro- 
ued by many naturall circumſtances, which were neegdleffe now to make 
any mention of, Ifa man then be poſſeſſed of the greater ſtability, and 
yet cannot containe himſelte fram condiſcending, I ſay not to one that 
entreates him, but to deſire any other that may pleaſe him z and beſide, 
rocquet the enioying of his owne pleaſing contentment a thing not 
chancipg to him onec in amoneth, but infinite times in a daycs ſpace.) 
What can you then conceiue of afraile Woman, ſubiccr (by nature)to 


entrcaticy, flatteries, giites, per{waſions, anda thouſand other inticing 
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meanes, which a man (that is affected to her) can vic? Do« it thou thinke 
then that ſhe hath any power to containe ? Aſſuredly,though thou ſhoul- 
deſt reſt ſo reſolued, yet cannot I be of the ſame 0 inion , For I am fure 
thou b*leeueſt, and muſt needes confeſſe it, that t Apo isa Voman, 
made of fleſh and blood, as other women are: if it be ſo, ſhe cannot bee 
without the ſame defires, and the weaknefle or ſtrength as orher womeri 
haue, to refiſt naturall appetites as her owne are. In regard whereof, ie 
is mecrely impoſſible (although ſhe be moſt honeſt) but ſhe muſt needs 
doe that which other Women doe : for there is nothing elle poſſible, ei- 
ther to be denied or affirmed to the contrary, as thou molt vnaduiſcdly 
haſt done. 

Bernardo anſwered inthis manner. IT am a Merchant, and no Philoſo- 
ph-r ,and like a Merchant meane to anſwer thee. am nor to learne,that 
theſe accidents by thee related, may happen to fooles, who are voide of 
vndcrſtanding or ſhame : but ſuch as are wiſe, and endued with vertue, 
haue alwaycs ſuch a precious eſtceme of their honour, that they wil con-= 
taine rhole principles of conſtancic, which men are mecrely c .relefle of; 
and 1 iuſtific my wife to be one of them. Belceue me Bernardo, replyed 
Ambrio 13010, it {o often as thy wiues mince 15 addicted to wanton folly,a 
badge of ſcorne ſhould arife on thy forehead, to render reſtimony of hir 
temale trailry, I belecue the number of them would be moie, then wil> 
lingly you would wilh them to br. And among all married m*n in euery 
degrce, the notes are fo ſecret of their wives imperfections, that the 
ſharpeſt ſight is not able to diſcerne them : and the wifer ſort of men are 
willivg not to know them , b:cauſe ſhame and loſſe of honour is neuer 
impoſcd,bur in caſcs euident and apparant. | 

Perſwadethy {clte then Bernardo, that whot women may accompliſh 
in ſecrer, they will rarely faile to doe : or it they abſtaine, it is through 
ferre and folly, Wherefore, hold it for 1 certaine rulc, that that woman 
is onely chaſte, tat never was ſolicited perſonally, or if ſheenduredany 
ſuch ſuite, citncr theeanſwered yea, or no. Andalbr ir I know this tobe 
true, by many infallible and narurall reafons,yet could | not ſpeak fo ex- 
actly as I doe, if T had not tricd expetimentally, the humours and affeti- 
ons of diucrs Women. Yea,and ler metell thee more Bernardo, were 1 
in p:1uate compiny with thy wite, howſocuer thou prefiimeſt to thinke 
her to be, I ſhou'd account it a matter of no impoſſibility, ro finde in hex 
the (clt-ſame frailty. 

Bernardoes blood now brgan w boyle, and parience being alittle put 
downe by choller, thus he replyed. A combat of words requires ouer- 
long continuance ; for [ maintaine the matter which thou denieſt , and 
all this forts to nothing in the end, But ſeeing thou preſumeſt, that all 
women arc lo apt and traRtable;and thy ſelte ja confident of thine owne 
power : I willingly yceld (for the better aſſurance of my wifes/ conſtant 
loyalty ) ro hauc my head ſmitten off, if thou canſt winne herto any ſuch 
diſhoneſt aft,.by any meanes whatſoeuer thou canſt vſe vnto her - Which 
1t chou canſt not doc,thou ſhalt onely looſe a thouſand duckers of Gold, 
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Now began Ambroginelo to be heared with theſe words, anſwering thus. 
Bernards,it I had won the wager, I know not what I ſhould 'doe with thy 
head; but ifthou be willing to ſtand vpon the proofe, pawne downe fiue 
thouſand Duckers of gold, (a matter of much lefſe value then thy head) 
againſt a thouſand Duckers of mine, granting me a lawtull limited time, 
which I rcquirero be no more then theſpace of three monerhs, after the 
day of my departing hence, [ will ſtand bound to goe for Geneway, and 
there winne ſuch kinde conſent of thy Wife, as ſhall be ro mine owne 
conſent, In witnefſe whereof, I will bring backe with me ſuch private 
and eſpeciallrokens, as thouthy ſelfe [halr confeſle thatI hauenor failed. 
Prouided, thatthou doe firſt promiſe vpon thy faith, toabſcnt thy ſelfe 
thence during my limitted time,and be no hinderance rome by thy Let- 
ters,concerning the attempt by me vndertaken.* 

Bernaydoſaide, be ita bargaine, Iam the man that will make good 
my fiuerhouſand Duckets and albeit the other M<1chants then pretenr, 
earncſily laboured to breake the wager,knowing great harme muſt needs 
enſuc thereon : yet both the parties were ſo hot and fiery,as all che other 
men ſ{p:keto no effect, bur writings was made, ſeal: d, and delivered vn- 
der cither of their hands, Bernmaras remaining at Paris, and Ambrorinelo 
dep:rting for Geneway. There he remained {5me few dayes,to lcarne the 
ſtreetes name where Bernardo dwelt, as allo the conditions and qualities 
of his Vife, which ſcarccly pleaſed him when he heard them , becaufe 
they were farre beyond her Husbands relation, and thee repured ro be 
the onely wonder of women , whereby he plaincly percejucd, that he had 
vndertaken a very idle enterpriſe, yer would he nor give it ouer ſo,bur pro- 
cceded thercin a little further. 

He wrought ſuch meanes, thathe came acquainted witha poore wo- 
man, who often trequented Bernaraves houſe, and was greatly in fauour 
with his wife ; vpon whoſe pouerty, he ſo preuailedby carneſt perſwaſt- 
ons, bur much more by large gifts of moncy,that he won her to further 
him in this mannct following. A faire and artificiall Cheſt he cauſed ro 
be purpoſely made, wherein himiclte mightbe aptly contained, and ſo 
conucycd into the Houſe of Bernardoes Wite, vader colour of a formall 
excule ; that the poore womin ſhould be abſent from the City two or 
three dayes, and ſhee mult kcepe it ſafe till ſhe rerurne, The Gentlewo- 
man luſpecting noguile, but that the Cheſt wasthe recepracle of all the 
womans wealth ; would truſt it inno other roome, then her owne Bed. 
any » Which was the place where Ambrogrinelo moſt defired to 

Co 

Being thus conueyed into the Chamber, the night going on pace, 
and the Gentlewoman faſt afleepe in her bed, alighted Tapcr ſtood bur- 
ning onthe Table by her, as in her Husbands abſence ſhee cuer vſedro 
baue + Ambroginololoftly opened the Cheſt, according as cunning]ly hee 
had contriucd it , and ſtepping forth in his ſockes made of cloath, obſer- 
ued the (cituation ofthe Chamber, the paintings, pifures,and beautifull 
hangings, with all things elſe chat were remarkable, which perfeRly he 
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committed to his memory. Going necreto the bed, he ſaw her lic there 
ſweetly ſleeping, and her young Danghter in like manner by her,ſhe {ce- 
ming then as compleate and p a creature, as when ſhee was atti- 
red 10 her beſt brauery. No eſpeciall note or marke could hee defcrie, 
whereof he might make credible report, bur onely a ſmall wart vpon her 
left pappe, with ſome few haires growing thereon,appearing to be as yel- 
low asgold. 

Sufficient had he ſcene, anddurſt preſume no further, but taking one 
of her Rings, which lay vpon the Table, a purſe of hers, hanging by on 
the wall, a light wearing Robe of filke, and her girdle, all which he pur 
intothe Cheſt;and being in himſelfe,cloſed it faſt as it was before,ſo con- 
tinuing there in the Chamber two ſeuerall nights, the Gentlewoman 
neither miſtruſting or miſfing any thing. The third day being come,the 
poore woman , according as formerly was concluded, came to haue 
home her Chelt againe,aad broughtir ſafely into her owne houſe; where 
Ambrozinolo comming forth of ir,ſati:ficd the poore woman to her owne 
liking,returning (with all the forenamed things) fo faſt as conueniently he 
could to Pars. 

Being arriuvedthere long before his limmitted time, he called the Mer- 
chants together, who were preſent ar the paſſed words and wager; auou- 
ching betore Bernarde, that he had won his five thouſand Duckets, and 
performed the taske he vndertooke, To make good his proteſtation, firſt 
he deſcribed the forme of the Chamber, the curious pictures hanging a- 
bout it, in what manner the bed ſtood, and cuery circumſtance elſe be- 
ſide. Next heſhewed the ſeuerall things, which he brought away tlience 
with him,afhrming that he had recejued them of her ſe}fe. Bernardo con- 
fcſſed, that his deſcription of the Chamber was true, and acknowledged 
morcouer, that thele other things did belong to his Wife : Bur (quoth 
he) this may be gotren, by cortupting ſome ſeruant of mine, both for 
incelligence of the Chamber, as alſo ot the Ring, Purſe, and whar elſe is 
beſide ; ail which futhce not to win the wager, without ſome other more 
apparant and pregnant token.In troth, anſwered Ambroomelte, me thinkes 
theſe ſhould ſcruc tor ſufhcient proofes;bur ſeeing thou art ſo deſirous to 
know more : [ plainely rell thee, that faire Geneura thy Wite, hatha ſmall 
eos wart vpon her lctt pappe,and ſome few little golden haites growing 

_ thereon, 

| When Bernardo heard theſe words, they were as ſo many ſtabs to his 
hearr,yea,beyond all compaſle of patient ſufferance, and by the changing 
of his colour, it was noted manifeſtly, being vnable to vtrer one word) 
that Ambrogenolo had ſpoken nothing butthe truth, Within a while af- 
ter, he ſaide , Gentlemen,that which Ambroginole hath ſaide;is very rrue, 
wherefore lethim coine when he will,and he ſhall be paide;which accor- 
dingly he performed onthe very next day,cuento the vemoſt penny, de- 
parting then from Pars towards Geneway, with a moſt malitious inten- 
tionto his Wife : Being come neere to the City, he would not enter it, 
but rode toa Country houſe of his, ſtanding about tenne miles diſtane 
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thence. Bring there. arrived, hecalleda ſetuant, in whom hee repoſed 
cipeciall truſt, ſending him to Genewsy with ewo Horſes, writing to his 
Wife,that he was returned,and ſhee ſhould come thither ro ſce him, But 
ſecretly he charged his feruant, thar ſo ſoone as he had brought herto a 
conuenient place, he ſhould there kill her , without any pitty or compaſ- 
fion,and then returnero him againe. 

Whea the ſeruant was come to Geryeway, and had delivered his Let- 
ter and mciſage , Geneura gaue him moſt 1oyfull welcome, and on the 
morraw morning mounting on Horſe-backe, with the ſeruant, rode mer- 
rily rowards the Country houſe ; diuers things ſhee diſconrſed on by the 
way till they deſcended into a deepe ſolitary valey,very thickly beſet with 
high and huge ſpreading Trees,which the ſervant ſuppoſed to be a meere 
place, for the execution of his Maſters command, Suddenly drawing 

torth bis Sword,and holding Genenra faſt by the arme,he ſaide ; Miſtreſle, 
quickly commend your ſoule to God, for you muſt die, before you pile 
any further, Genenra ſecing the nzked Sword, and hearing the words (0 
peremptorily delivered, fearctuily anſwered z Alas dearec friend, mercy 
tor Gods ſake; and before thou kill me,tc]l me wherein I haue offended 
thee,and why thou muſt killme*s Alas good Miſtreſſe replied the feruanr, 
vou hauenot any way offended me, but in what occaſton you have dit- 
pleaſed your Husband, it is vtterly vaknowne to me : for he hath ſtrictly 
commanded me, without reſpec of pitty or compaſſion, ro killyou by 
the way as I bring you, anditl doe itnort, he hath ſworne ro hang me by 
the necke. You know good Miſtreſſe, how much I ſtand obligedro him, 
and how impoſſible itis for me, tocontradif any thing that he comman- 
deth. God is my witneſle, that 1am truly compaſſhonate of you, and ycr 
(by no meanes) may I let you liue, 

Centura kneeling before him weeping, wringing her hands, thus re- 
plyed. Wiltthou turne Monſter, and be a murtherer of her that ncuer 
wronged rhee,to pleaſe another man,and on a bare command? God,who 
truly knoweth all things,is my faithfull witnefſe, rhat I ncucr commirred 
any offence , whereby to deſerue the diſlike of my Husband, much lcfſe 
ſo harſh a recompence as this is. But flying from minc owne juſtificati- 
on, and appealing to thy manly mercy, thou mayecſt (werr thou bur fo 
well pleaſed) in a nome ſatisfic both thy Maſter and me, in ſuch man- 
ncras I will make plainc and apparamtothce, Tike thou my garments, 
ſpare me onely thy doublet, and ſuch a Bonnet as is firringior a man, ſo 
returne with my habite to thy Maſter,afſiring him,thar the Zeede is done, 
And here Iſyweare to thee, by that life which Tenioy bur by thy mercy, I 
will ſo ſtrangely diſguiſe my \. lfe,and wander ſofar off trom theſe Coun: 
rries,as ncither he or thou, nor any p:rſon belonging to theſe parts, ſhall 
euer heare any tydings of mc. F" 

The f-ru1mr, who had no greargood will to Fill her,vcry cafily grew 
pittifull,t5oke off her vpprr garments, and gaucher a poore ragged doy- 

bler, a (illie Chapperone, and fach ſmall ſtore of moncy as he had,deſi- 
ring her to forſake that Country, aud ſo left her ro walke on foote "ey 
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of the valley. When he cameto his Maiſter, and had delivered him her 
garments, he aſſured him, thathe had nor onely accompliſhed his com- 
maund,butalſo was moſt ſecure from any diſcouery : becaule he had no 
ſooner done the deede, but fourc or hue very rauenous Woolues , came 
preſently running tothe dead bodie, and gaue it buriallin their bellyes, 
Bernardo ſoone after returning to Gezeway, was much blamed for ſuch 
vnkinde cruelty to his wife; but his conſtant auouching of her treaſonto 
him (according then to the Countries cuſtome) did cleare him from all 
purſuite of Law. 

Poore Geneura was left thus alone and diſconſolate,and night ſtealing 
faſtypon her, [hee went toalilly village necre adioyning,where (by the 
mcanes of a good olde woman the gor ſuch prouiſion as the place affor- 
dcd, making the doubler fit to her body, and conuerting her petticoate 
to a paire of breeches, according tothe Mariners faſhion ; then cutting 
her haire, and quaintly diſguiſcd like vnto a Saylor, ſhe went to the Sea 
coaſt, By good fortune, ſhe met there with a Gentleman of Cathalogna, 
whoſe name was Signior Enchararcho, who came on land trom his SluUP, 
which lay hulling there about Azbarza, to refreſh himf{elfe at a pleaſant 
Spring. Erxchararcho taking her to be a man, 25 thee appeared no other- 
wile by her habite 3 vpon ſome conference paſſing betweene them, ſhee 
was entertayncd into his ſeruice, and being brought aboord the Ship, 
ſhe went vnder the name of S/caurano da Finale, There (hee had better 
apparrell beſtowne on her by the Gentleman, and her ſerwce proucd ſo 
pleafing and acceptable to him, that hee liked her care and diligence be- 
yondall compariſon. 

It cam: to paſſe within a ſhort while after, that this Gentleman of 
Cathalogntſayled (with ſome charge of his)inio 4/exandriacartying thi- 
ther certaine Fauicons which he preſented tothe Soldan,who oftentimes 
welcommed this Gentleman to his table, where he obſcrucd the behaui- 
out of Szcurero, attending on his Maiſters Trencher, and therewith was 
{0 highly pleaſcd; that hee requeſted to haue him from the Gentleman, 
who (tor his more aduancement) willingly parted with his ſo lately en- 
tertained ſcruant, $/curano was {9 ready and dilcreet in his daily ſeruices, 
that he grew 11 as great grace withthe Soldan, as before hee had done 
with Emchararcho, | 

Ar a ccrtaine icaſonin the yeare, as cuſtomary order (there obſerued) 
had formerly bcene,in the City of Acres which was vnder the Soldanes 
ſubicction, there yecrely met a great aſſembly of Merchants, as Chriſti- 
ans, Moores, [ewes, Sarazens, and many other Nations bclides, as at a 
common Mart or Fayre. Andto the cond, thatthe Merchants (tor the 
berter ſale of their goods) might bethere in the ſafer aſſurance, the Sol- 
danc vicc to ſend thither ſome of his ordinarie Officers, and a ſtrong 
guard of Souldicrs beſide, to defend them fromall iniurics and moleſta- 
tion, becauſc he reaped thereby no meane bencfit. And who ſhould be 
now {cnt about this buſineſſe, but his new cleRted fauourite Sicurano, be 


Cauſc the was $kilfull and perfect in the Languages, 


Sicnr ans 


gonerned by «M 1dam Philomena. 


$icur 480 being come to 4cres, as Lord and Captaine ofthe Guard for 
the Merchants, and'for the ſafety of their Merchandizes, ſhe diſcharged 
her office moſt commendably , | walking with hertraine thorough euery 
part of the Fayre, where ſhe obferued a worthy company of Merchants, 
Sicilians, Piſans,Genewayes Yenctians,and other Ita/zans, whom the more 
willingly ſhe notcd, in remembrance of her natiue Country. At one cſ- 
peciall time among other, chancing into a Shop-or Booth belonging to 
the Venctians, ſhe eſpied (hanging vp with other coſtly wares) a Purſe 
and aGirdle, which ſodainly ſhe remembred tob2 ſometime h-r owne ; 
whcereart [he was not a little abathed in her minde. Bute without making 
any ſuch outward ſhew, courteoutly the requeſted to know whoſe they 
were,and whether they ſhould be ſold,or no. 

Ambrog inolo of Placentia, was likewile come thither,and great ſtore of 
Mcrchandizcs hee had brought with him, in a Carracke appertaining to 
the Venctians, ' and hee hcaring the Capraine of the Guard demaund 
whoſe they were, ſtr-pped toorth before him, and ſmiling, anſwered : 
That they were his, but nor to be {oide ; yer if heeliked them, gladly he 
would beſtow them on him. $zcuranofecing him ſinile, ſuſpeRed leaſt 
himſelfe had (by ſome vnfitting behautour) beene the occafion thereof : 
and therefore, with a more ſetled countenance, hee faid : Perhaps thou 
ſmileſt, becauſe I that ama man, profcfſing Armes, ſhould queſtion af- 
ter ſuch womaniſh toyes. Ambriginelo replyed, My Lord, pardon mee, 
I {mile not at you, or at your demaund, but at the manner how I came by 
theſe things. 

Sicurano, vpon this anſwere, was ten times more defirous then before, 
and faide : if Fortune fauoured thee in friendly maner, by the obtaining 
of thcſe things : it it may be ſpoken, tell mee how thou hadſt them; My 
Lord (anſwered Ambrogrnolo) thelethings (with many more bci1des) 
were gen me by a Gentlewoman of Gexeway, named Madam Geneara, 
the wite to one Bernardo Lomellizo, ir recompence of one nights lodging 
with her, and ſhe deſired me to keepe them tor her ſake. Now,the maine 
reaſon of my {imiling, was the remembrance of her husbands folly,in wa- 
ging fiue thouſand Duckers of Gold, againſt one thouſand of mine, thar 
{ſhould not obtaine my will of his Wife; which [ did,and thereby won 
the wager. But hee, who better deſerucd ro beijpuniſhed for his folly, 
then ſhee, who was but ſicke of all womens diſcaſe; returning from Pa» 
24 toGeneway, caulcd herto be flaine, as afterward it was reported by 
himſelfc. , ; 

VWhen S$zcuran0 heard this horrible lye, immediately ſhee conceiued, 
that this was the occaſion of her husbands hatred to her, and altrhc hard 
haps which ſhe had ſince ſuffered : whereupon, ſhee reputed it for more 
then a mortall ſinne, if ſuch a villaine ſhould pafſe withour due punitſh- 
ment. S/carazo ſeemed to like well this report, and grew into ſuch fami- 
liatity with Ambregenolo, that (by her perlwaſtons) when the Fayre was 
ended, ſhe tooke him higher with her into Alexanadrza,and all his Wares 


along with him, furniſhing him with a fit and convenient ſhop, where he 
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made great benehite of his Merchandizes, truſting all his monies in'the 
Captaines cuſtody, becauſe it was the ſafeſt courle for him, and ſo hee 
continucd there with no meane contentment. | 

- Much did ſhee pitty her Husbands perplexity,deuiſing by what good 
and warrantable meanesfhe might make knowne her innocency to him 
whercin her place and authority did greatly ſted her, and ſhewrovghr 
with diucrs gallant Merchants of Geneway that then remained in Alexarn- 
dria,& by vertue of the Soldans friendly lerters beſide,to bring him thi- 
ther vpon anefpeciall occaſion» Come he C1d,albeit in poore and meane 
order, which ſoone was better altered by her appointment,and he veric 
honourably (though in p:1uate )entertained by diuers of her woorthic 
friends, till time did fauour what {he further iritended. 

In the expectation of bernardoes arriual), thee had ſo preuayled with 
Ambroginelogthat the ſane tale which he formerly told ro her, he deline- 
red againe inpreſence of the Soldan, who [cemed to be wel pleaſed with 
ic, Bur after ſhe had once ſeenc hcr Husband, ſheethought vpon her 
more {crious buſineſſe z prouiding her ſcite of an apt opportunity, when 
ſhee cntreatcd {uch Fauour of the Soldan; that both the men; might bee 
brought before him; where if Ambrogznolo would not confelle(withour 
conſtraint) that which be had made his yaunt of concerning Bermaraoes 
wifc,h: might be compclled thereto pertorce. 

$icaranoes word wasa Laiv with the Soldane, fo that Ambrogizebo and 
Bernardo being brought face to face, the Soldane with a ſterne and angry 
countcnance, inthe prefence of a moſt Princely Aſſembly,commanded 
Ambyogino!o to declare the truth, vpon perill of his lite, by what meancs 
he won the Wager of the fiue thouſand Golden Duckers he receined of 
Bernardo. Ambrogmolo (ceing Sicuyano there preſent, vpon whoſe fauonr 
he whol'y relyed, yet percciuing her lookes likewiſcto be as dreadful as 
th: Soldans.,and hearing her threaten him with moſt greeuous torments 
except he reucaled the truth indeea; you may catily gueſle in what con* 
dition he ſtood at that inſtant, 

Frowncs and fury he bcheld on either fide, and Berzardo ſtanding be- 
fore him, with a world of tamous witneſſes,to heare his lye confounded 
by his owne confeſſion, and his tongue to denice whar it had before ſo 
conſtantly auouched. Yet dreaming on no other pain or penalty. but re- 
ſtoring backethe fiuethouſand Duckets of gold, and the other things by 
him purloyned.truly he reucaled the whole torme of his falſhood. Then 
$1c447478 2CCoraing as the Soldane had formerly commanded him, tur- 
ning to Berzardo, taide. And thou,vpon the ſuggeſtion of this foule lye, 
what did{t thou tothy Wite * Being (quoth Bernardo) overcome with 
rage, torthe lotſe of my money, and the Ciſhonor I ſuppoſedto recciue 
by my Wite , ] cauſcd a ſeruant of mine to kill her, and as hee credibly 
auouched, her body was deuoured by rauenous VWolucs in a moment 


.. after. 


[helethings being thus ſpoken and heard, inthe preſence of the Sol- 
dan, and no realon(as yet) made knowne, why the caſe was fo ſeriouſly 
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vrgea,and to what end it would ſucceede : S:curanoſpake in this manner 
ro the Soldane. My gracious Logd/you may plainly percciue, in what 
deg:ce that povre Gentlewoman might make her vaunt, becing ſo well 
provided, both of a louing triend,and a husband. Such was the friends 
loue, that in an inſtant,and by a wickedlye, hee robbed her both of her 
renowne and honour, and berctr heralſo of her husband. And her huſ- 
band, rather crediting anothers falſhoode, then the inuincible trueth, 
whereot he had faithfull knowledge, by long and very honorable expe- 
rience; cauſed her to be ſlaine,and made foode for deuouring« Volues. 
Beſide all this, ſuch ws the good will and aff. Kion borne to that Wo+ 
man both by friend and husband, thatthe longeſt continuer of them in 
her company,makes them alike in knowledge of her. But becauſe your 
great wiledom know:th perteAly what each of them hauc worthily de- 
{crucd : if you pl: afc (in your cuer-knowne gracious benigniry) to per- 
mit:hs puniſhment of the decctuer, and pardon the partic ſo deceyued; 
I will procure ſuch mcanes, that ſhe ſhall appeate here in your preſence, 
and theirs, 

The So.dane, being deſirous to oiUC Sicaravoall manner of (atisfaAt- 
on,hauing followed the courſe fo induſtriouſly . bad him to produce the 
Woman, and hee was well contented. Whereat Bernardo ſtoode much 
amazed,becauſc he verily belceued that the was dead, And Ambroorno!o 
foreſceing aircady a preparation for puniſhment, feared, thatthe rcpay- 
ment of the money would not now ſeruc his turne : not knowing allo; 
wha: he ſhould further hope or ſuſpect, if the woman her ſelfe did per- 
ſonally appeare, which hee imagined would be a miracle. S7carano ha- 
uing thus obraincd the Soldanes pernuiſſion, in teares, humbling her 
ſelfe at his feete, in a moment ſhe loſt her manly voyce and demeanour, 
as knowing that ſhz was now no longer to vic them,but muſt truly wit- 
nefle what the was indeed,and theretore thus ſpake. 

Great Soldane, I amthe miſerable and vnfortunate Genewra, that for 
the ſpace of {ixce whole yeeres, haue wandered throvgh the world,in the 
habire of a man, falſely and moſt maliciouſly ſlaundered, by this villai- 
nous Traytor Ambrogrnei, and by this vakinde cructl husband,betraicd 
to his ſeruant to be ſlaine, andleft to be deuoured by ſauage beaſts. Af- 
terward, dcfiring ſuch garments as better fitted for her,and ſhewing her 
breaſts, ſhe made it apparant before the Soldane and his aſſiſtants, that 
ſh-e was the very ſame woman indeede. Then turning her ſelfe ro Am- 
bre2inolo, with more then manly courage, ſhe demanded of him, when, 
and whore it was, that he lay with her, as /villainoufly) he was nor aſha- 
med to make his vaunt 2 But hce, hauing alreadic acknowledged rhe 
contrarie, b-ing ſt:icken dumbe with fham« full d ſgrace, was not able to 
Vvtter one word. 

The Soldane, who had alwayes reputed S/cararo to be a man,hauing 
heard and ſcene ſo admiiablean accident ; was ſo amazed in his minde, 
that many times he was vcry doubtfull, whether this was a dreame,or an 
1bſoluerclation of trueth, But,afcer hee had more f{erioutly conſidered 
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thereon, and found it to be reall and infallible : with extraordinary era- 
cious praiſes, he commended the life, conſtancy, con dition and vertues 
of Genewra, whom(til that time) he had alwayes called S:curaz0.50 com- 
mitting her to thecompany of honourable Ladies, to be changed from 
her manly habite ; he pardoned Bernardo her husband(according to her 
requeſt formerly made) although hee had more iuſtly deſerued death : 
which likewiſe himſclfe confeſied, and falling at the feet of Geneura,de- 
ſired her(in tcares)to forgine his raſh tranſgreſſton, which moſt louingly 
ſhe did,kifſing and embracing hima thouſand times, 

Then the Soldane ſtritly commaunded, that on ſome high and emi- 
nent place of the Citie, Ambroginoloſhould be bound and impaled on a 
ſtake, hauin? his naked body nointedall ouer with hony, and neuer to 
bee taken off, varill (of it ſclfc) it fell in peeces, which,according to the 
ſentence, was preſently perform: d. Nexthe gaue expreſſe charge,thar 
all his mony and goods thould be giuen to Gereura, which valued aboue 
ten thouſand double Duckets. Forthwith a folemne Feaſt was prepared, 
wherein much honor was done to Bernarde,buing the hasband of Gexen- 
74 :andto hcr,astoa moſt worthy woman,and matchlefle wite,he gaue 
in coſtly Icwels, as allo veſlcls of gold and {1]uer plate, fo much as did a- 
mount to aboue ten thouſand double Duckets more. 

When the fealting was finiſhed, he cauſed a Ship to be furniſhed for 
them,graunting them licenſe to depart from Gezeway when they pleaſed; 
whither they returned moſt richly and ioytully,being welcomed home 
with great honour,eſpecially Madam Geneara, whom euery onc ſuppo- 
ſed to be dead; and alwayes after,ſo long as ſhe liued, ſhee was mot fa- 
mous for her manifold vertucs, But as for Ambroginelo, the veric ſame 

| day that hee was impaled on the ſtake,annointed with honey,and fixed 
| in the place appointed,to his no meane torment : he not onely dicd, but 
i I:k-wiſc was deuoured tothe bare bones,by Flies, Waſpes, & Hornets, 
whereof the Countrey notorioutly aboundeth. And his bones, in full 
tormc and falhion, remained ſtrangely bl:cke for a longtime after, knit 
rogeth:r by the finewes ; aSa witnefſe ro many thouſands of cople 
which afterward beteld the Carkaſle of his wickednefſe againſt ſo good 
and vertuous a Voman, that had not ſo much as a thought of any euill 
towards him. And thus was the Prouerbe truly verified, that ſhame {uc- 


ccederh after vgly finne, and the deceiucr is trampled and 
as himſclfe hath deceiued, ns picd and trod, by ſuch 
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Pagamino da Monaco, 's rowing Pyrate on the, Seas, carried away the fayre 

Fife of Signior Ricciardo de Chinzica, who vnder/tanding where ſbee 

was, went thither ; and falling intofrienaſhip with Pagamino, demanded 

his wife of hin: , whereto he yeelded, prouided, that ſhee would willingly goe 

away with h:m. She denied to part thence with her Hucband, and Signior 

Ricciardo dy:22, ſhe became the wife of Pagamino. 

* . .,* Therenth Nouell; 

Whercin olde mea az enittily reprehended, that will match rhemſelues vwuith 

younger women them is fit for their yeeres,andinſufficient, nexer confide- 
rinz what afterward may happen zo them. 
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Very one a this honeſt and gracious aſſembly,moſt highly commen- 
ded the Novell re-counted by the Queene : bur cfpecially Dronews, 
who remained to finiſh that daycs pleaſure with his owne Diſco fc,and 
after many praiſes of the former tale were paſt, thus he began. Faire La- 
dies, part ofthe Queenes Noucll hath made an alteration of tiny minde, 
from that which I intended to proceede next withall,and therfore I will 
report another- Fcannot forget the ynmanly indiſcrerion of Berparao, 
bur much morethe baſe arrogance of Ambrooznelo, how iuſtl'y deſerucd 
ſhame fell ypon him, as well it may happento all other, thar are fo vile 
in their owne opinions, as he apparantly approued himſelfe robe. For, 
as men wander abroad inthe world, according to their occaſions in di- 
uerfiry of Countrics and obſcruations of the peoples behautour ; foare 
their humours as variouſly tranſported. Ard if they finde women wan- 
tonly diſpoſed abroade, the like iu/gement they giue of their Wines ar 
home; as if they had neuerknownetheir bitth and breeding, or made 
O 2 proote 
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proofe of their loyall carriage towards them. Wherefore, the Tale that 
{ purpoſeto relate, will likewiſe condemne all the like kind of men, but 
more eſpecially ſuch as thinke themſelues endued with more ſtrength 
then Nature meant to beſtow on them,fooliſhly belecuing,that they can 
couer their owne defefts by fabulous demonſtrations, and thinking to 
faſhion other of their owne complexions, that are meerely ſtrangers to 
ſuch groſle follies. 

Know then,that there liued in P;/a (ſome hundred yeeres before Tu/- 
cany and Lipnria embraced the Chriſtian faith)a Iudge better ſtorcd wich 
wiſedomeand invenuity,then corporall abllitics of the body,named Sig- 
nior Ricczardo dt Cinzica, He being more then halfe perſwaded, thar hee 
could content a woman with ſuch ſatisfaftion as hee daily beltowed on 

| his ſtudies, beinga widdower and extraordinary wealthy,labourcd with 
no meane pains, to enioy ataire and yourhfull wifein Marriage * both 
which qualitics hee ſhould much rather have auoy ded, if he could haue 
miniſtred as good counſell to himſelte, as he did to others, rclorting ro 
him for adaice. V pon this his amorous and diligent inquifition, it came 
ſoto paſle,that a worthy Gentlewoman, called Berto/omea,onc of the fai- 
reſt and choiſeſt yong maids in P/ſa,whoſe youth did hardly agree with 
his age; but muck was the motiue of this mariage, and no expcctation of 
mutual! contentment. The Judge being married,andthe Bride brought 
{»l:mnly home to his houſe, we need make no qu: ſtion of braue cheare 
& banquetting, well furniſhed by their frieads on either fide: other mat- 
ters were now hammering in the [ud2:s head, tor thogh he cou'd pleaſe 
all his Clients with counſcl, yet now ſuch a ſuit was coirmenced againſt 
Imſclte,andin Beautics Court of continuali requeſts, that the ludge fai- 
ling in plea for his own defence,was often non-{uited by lack cf aniwer ; 
yet he waited not good wines,drugs,and all ſorts of reſtoratiiics tocom- 

\ tort the hcart,and encreaſc good blood : but all availed not, 

| But well farca good courage, whereperformance faileth, hee could li. 
berally commend his paſſed 1oniall daics, and make a promile cf as faire 
felicitics yctto come ; becauſe his youth wouldren« wir lclfe like to the 
Eagle, and his vigour in as full force as before, Bur belide all theſe yd'e 
all. ga*ions,he would necds inſtruct his wite in an Almanacke or Kalen- 
der,which he had(tormerly)bought at Rawenra, and whercin he plainely 
ſ[hewed her, thatthere was not oneday inthe yeere,but it was dedicated 

to lome Saint or other, In rcuerence of whom,and tor their lakes,he ap- 
p-oucd by diuers arguments and reaſons, that a man and his wife oughr 
to abſtaine from bedding together. Adding withall;that thoſe Saints 
daycs had their Faſts and Feaſts, beſide the foure ſeaſons of the yeer,the 
vigits of the Apoſtles, anda thouſand other holy dayes, with Fi idayes, 
Sarerdaycs,and Sundayes,in honor of our Lords reſt & al the holy time 
of Lent; as alſo certain obſ.ruations of the Moone, and infinit other ex- 
CCPUON) belide 3 thinking perhaps, that it was as conuenient for men to 
retraine trom their wiues conuerlation,as he did often rime from fittiog 
inthe Court, Theſe were his dayly documents to his young wife, where- 
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with(poore {oule)ſhe became ſotyred, as nothing could be more irklom 
to her,and very caretul he was,lelt any.other ſhould teach her what be-; 
longed to working daies, becaule he would haye het know none but ho: 
lydaies. It cameto paſle,that the ſeaſon waxing extremely hot, Signior: 
Ricciardo would go to recr:ate himſelfe at his houſe in the country,necre; 
tothe blacke Mountaine, where for his faire wiues more, contentment,; 
he continued diucrs daies together. | And for her furthet recreation, he! 
gaue order to hauea day of fiſhing, he going aboord a ſmall Pinnace ar; 
mong the Fiſhers,and ſhe in another, confortedavith diucrs other Gen-, 
tlev-omen,in whoſe company ſhe was very, well pleaſed. Delight made 
them Jaunchfurther into the Sea,thea cither the Iudge was wilthng they! 
ſhould haue done,or agrecd with'thejr owne lafety., For ſodainly a Gal» 
lior came vpon them, wherein was one Pagarminoa famous Pyrate, who, 
eſpying thc rwo Pinnaces, m:dc preſently tothem, and ſeized, on that 
whercin the women were. When he beheld there ſo faire a young Wo-; 
man,h2 couetcd after no other purchaſe; but mounting her into. his Gal-j 
lict,in the (ſight of Signior &/c:-ardo, who by this time was fearetully lan« 
dcd,he carried her away with him; When Sigmor Iudge had ſecne this. 
thefr(he being focalous of his wife, as ſcarſely he would letthe ayre 
breathe on her)it were needlefle to know whether he was gftended, or 
no. He made complaint at Pi/a,and in other places beſide, what iniurie 
he had ſuſtained by thoſe Pyratesgdn carrying away;his wite from him : 
but all in vaine,he neither(as yer) knew the man, nor what was become 
of him. Pagarmtno perceiving what a beautitull woman ſhee was, made 
the more preciovs cſteeme of his purchaſe, and being himlelfe a Batche- 
lor, ntended to keepe her as his owne, comforting her with kinde and 
plcaſtng ſpeeches.not vſing any4ll demcanor to her, becauſe ſhe wept 8 
lamented greeuoutl j. But when night came, her husbands Kalender fal- 
ling from her girdle,and all the faſts and feaſts quire out of her remem- 
brance,ſhe recciucd ſuch curteſies fram Pagamine, that before they could 
arrive at Moxaco,the Iudge and his Law caſes were almoſt our of memo- 
ry: ſuch was his affable behaujour tq her, and the began roconuerſe with 
hiws in more friendly manncr, andhe entrcated her as honourably,as it 
ſhchad bin his cſpouſed wife, 
VVithin a ſhort whilc after, report had acquainted the Indge, where 

and how his wife was kept from hims whereupon heedetermined, not 
to ſend, but ratherto go. himſelfe in perſon, andto redeeme her from the 
Pyrate, with what ſummes of money he ſhould demand. By ſea he paf* 
ſed to Monaco, where he ſaw his wife, and ſhe him, as (foone after ) ſhee 
made known to Pagamine, The next morning,Stenior Rciardo meetin 
with Pagamino,made meanes to be acquainted with him, and within leſſe 
then an houres ſpace,they grew into familiar conference ; P4gaminme yet 
pretending not to know him, but expeRed what iſſue this talke would 
ſort to. When time ſerucd,the Iudgediſcourſcdrhe ogcaſion of his com- 
ming thither,defiring him to demand what ranfome he pleaſed, and that 
he might hauc his wife home wich him. Whereto Paoam#ys "= 
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- My Lord Iudge, youare welcome hither, and to anſwer you breefcly 
truciris, thatT hauea yong Gentlewoman in my houſe, whom [ 
neither know to be your wife, oratly other mans elſe whatſoecuer : for I 
am ignoratit both of you and her, albeit ſhe hathremained a while here 
with me.If you be her husband,as you ſeeme roauouch, I will bring her 
to you, for you appeare to be a worthy Gentleman, and (queſtionleſle } 
the cannot chiſe but know you perfeAly.If ſhe do confirme that which 
you haue ſaide, ang be willing to depart hence with you: I [hal reſt well 
ſarisfied, and will haue no ether recompence for her ranſome (in regard 
of your graue & reuerend yceres) but what youa ſelfe ſhall pleaſe to giue - 
me. Bur if it fall out other then you haue afhrmed, you ſhal offer me grear 
wrong.in ſeeking to get her from me; becauſeI am ayoung man, and 
can a5 well aaintaine ſo faire a wife as you,or any man elſe that I knowy. 
Belecue it certainly, replycd the Iudge, that ſhe is my wife, and if yon 
pleaſe tobring me where ſhe is, you ſhall ſoone perceiuc it: for ſhe will 
preſently caſt her armes about my necke, and I durſt aduenturethe ytter 
loſle of her, if ſhe deny todo it in your preſence, Come on then, ſaide 
Paoamino, and let vs delay the tune nolonger, 

W hen they were entred into Pagamires houſe, and fat downe inthe 
Hall, he cauſed her to be called, and ſhe (being readily preparcd for the 
purpoſe, came forth of her Chamber before them both, where friendly 
they ſate conuerſing together ; neutr' vttering any word vnto Signicur 
Ficciardo, orknowing him from any other ſtranger, that Pagamino might 
bring in tothe houſe with him. -Which when my Lord the Iudge be- 
held, (who cxpe&ed to findea farre more gracious welcome)he ſtoode 
as a man amazed,ſaying to himſclte. Perhaps the extraordinary greefe 
and melancholly ſuffered by me (ince the time of her lofle, hath ſo alrred 
my wonted complexion, that ſhee 1s not ableto take knowledge of me. 
Wherefore, going neerer to her, he ſaide : Faire Loue, deercly hauec 1 
bought your going oa fiſhing, becauſe neuer man felt the like atfiQtions © 
as I hauc done fince the day when Loſt you: but by this your vnciuil ſi- 
lence,you feeme as it you did not know me, Why decreſt loue,ſeeſt thou 
not that I am thy husband &zcc:ardo, who am come to pay what ranſome 
this Gentleman ſhall demaund, eucn inthe houſe where now we are, {0 
to conuey thee home againe, vpon his kind promiſe of thy deliuerance 
after the payment of thy ranſome ? : 

Beritolomearurning towards him, and ſeeming as if ſhee ſmiled to her 
ſelfc,thus anſwered. Sir,ſpeake youto me ? Aduiſe your ſelfe well, leaſt 
you miſtake me for ſome other, for mine owne part, Incuer ſaw you till 
now. How now quoth Rz/cc:arde? Conſider better what you ſay, looke 
more circunſ{peAly on me, and then you will remember, that I am your 
louing husband,and my name is Riccardo di Cinzica, You muſt pardon 
me Sir,replyed Berzolomea, I know itnot ſo fitting for a modeſt woman 
ro ſtand gazing in the faces of men : andler me looke yppon yon neuer 
{o often,certaine am, that (till this inſtant) I haue not ſcene you. My 
Lord Iudge concciued in his minde, that thus ſhe denicd all knowledge 
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of him, as ſtanding in feate of Pagamino, and would not confefle him in 
his preſence. Wherefore hee entreated of Pagamiro, toafﬀfoord him ſo 
much fauour, that he might ſpe:ke alone with her inber Chamber, Pags- 
mino anſwered, that he was well contented therewith,prouided,that he 
{hould not kiſſeher againſther will. Then he requeſted Barto/omes,to goe 
with him aloneinto her*Chamber, there ro heare what he could ſay,and 
to anſwere himas ſhre found occaſion, When they were come into the 
Chamber, and none there preſent but he and ſhee, S:gnior Ricetayde be. 
g1n inthis manner, Heart of iy heart, life of my life, the ſweeteſt hope. 
that I haue inthis world z wilt, thou not know thine owne Ricr:ardo, who 
loueth thee more then he doth himſelfe ? Why art thou ſo ſtrange? Am I 
ſo disfigured,that thou knoweſt me not ? Behold me with a more pleaſing 
eye, I pray thee, 

Bartolomea ſmiled to her ſeIfe,and without ſuffering him to proceed any 
further in ſpecch,returned him this anſwere, I would haue you ro vnder- 
ſtand Sir, that my memory isnot ſo vblinions, bur I know you to be S5z- 
wior Ricciardo di Cinzica, and my husband by name ortitle,bur during the 
rime that I was with you,it very ill appeared that you had any knowledge 
of me. For if you had bene fo wiſc and conſiderate,as(in your own iudge- 
ment ):he world reputed youto be,you could not be voide of fo much ap. 
prehenſion,but did apparantly perceiue,that I was yong, freſh,and cheere- 
fully diſpoſed ; and {o (by conſequent)meet to know matters requiſite for 
ſuch young women, beſtdeallowance of food and garments,thoiigh baſh- 
fulnctſe and modcſty forbid to vtter it. Bur if ſtudying the Lawes were 
more welcome to you then a wife, you ought not ro haue maried,ard you 
looſe the worthy reputation of a Judge, when youfall from that venera- 
ble profeſſion, and make your ſelfe a common proclaimer of tcaſts and fa- 
ſting dayes, lentenſcaſons, vigils,andſolemanirics due to Saints,which pro- 
hibitc the houſhold &nucrſation of husbandsand wiucs. 

Heream I now with a worthy Gentleman,that entertaineth me with ve- 

ry honourable reſpc&, andhere I liue in this Chamber, not ſo muchas 

hearing of any feaſts or faſting dayes, for,neither Fridaies, Saturdaies,vi- 

eils of Saints, or any lingering Lent, enter at this doore: but heere is ho- 

neſt and ciuill conuerſation, better agrecing with a youthfull diſpoſition, 

then thoſe harſh documents wherewith you tutord me. Wherefore my 

purpoſe isto continue here with him,as bring a place futable tro my minde 

and youth,rcferring feaſts,vigils,and faſting daics, to a more mature and 

ſtayed time of age,when the body is better able to endure them, andthe 

mind may be prepared for ſuch ghoſtly meditations : depart thercforear 

your owne plcaſure,and make much of your Calender, without enioying 

any company of mine, for you heare my reſfolued determination. 

The Iudge hearing theſe words, was overcome with exceeding griefe, 
and when ſhe was (ilent,thus he began. Alas deare Loue,whar an anſwere 
4 is this: Haſt thouno regard of thine owne honor,thy Parents, and fricnds? 
Canſtthou rather affe& to abide here,for the pleaſures of this man, and 
+ fo ſin capitolly,then to liue at Pj/a in the ſtare of my wife? Conſider deare 
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heart, when this man ſhall waxe weary of thee,to thy ſhame and bis owne 
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— diſgracc,he will reic& thee. I muſt and ſhall loue thee for ever, and when 


I dye, I lcaue thee Lady and commandreſle oft allthatis mine. Can a 
inordinate appetitc,caule theetobe careleſſe of thine honour, and of him 
that loucs thee as his owne life ? Alas, my faireſt hope, ſay no more ſo, 
Þutrecurnc home with me,and now that Iam acquainted with thy inclind+ 
tion; I will endeauour heereatter to glue thee better co ntentment, VWhere- 
fore (dearc heart) doe nor denie me,but change thy mince, and goc with 
me,for I ncuer ſaw merry day {incc Iloſt thee, | a 

Sir(quothſhc) I defireno body to haue care of mine honour,befide my 
{clfe,bccaule it cannot be hereabuſed. Andas or my Parents, what re- 
ſpect had they of me, when they made me your wife ? If then they could 
be ſo carclc{ic of mee, what reaſon haue [I to regard them now * And 
whereas you taxe me, that I cannot liuc here without capitall fin; farre js 
ths thought thereof from me : for,here I am regordedas the wife of Pa- 
24min, but at Piſa, you reputed me not worthy your ſociety : becauſe; by 
the point of the Moone,and the quacratures of Geometrie z the Planets 
held coniunRion betweene,you and me, whereas hereI am fubicct ro no 
ſuch conſtellations, Youſay beſide, that hereafter you will ſtrive rogiue 
me better contentment then you haue done ſurely, in mine opinion at is 
no way poſlible, becauſe our complexionsare lo tarre differcnr, as yceis 
from hre, or gold from drofſc. As for your allegation, of this Gentle- 
mans reicting me, when his humour is ſatisfied ; ſhould if ir proue ro be 
ſo(asit isthe leaſt part of my feare) what fortune ſocuer ſhall betide me, 
neucr will I make any meancs to you, what miſcries or miſaduentures 
may happen to me ; but the world will afford me one reſting place or o- 
ther, and more to my contentment,then it I were with you, Therefore 
I tel] you once againe,to live ſecured from all offence to hcely Saints, and 
not to injure thetr tcalts,faſts, vigills, and other ceremonious ſeaſons : here 
is my demourance, and from hencel purpoſenotto part. 

Ou Iudge was now ina wofull perplexity, and confeſſing his folly, in 
marying a wite fo yCng,and far vatit for hisage and abilitic; bring halfe 
detperatc,{id and dilpleatedghe came forth ot the Chamber, viing diuers 
ſpeeches to Pagamimo,whircot he made little or no account at all : and in 
ele end, without any other ſucccle, left his wife there, and returned home 
ro Piſa, There further afflictions fell vpon him, becauſe the people began 
to {cone him,demanding dayly of him, what was become of his callant 
young witc,making horncs,with ridiculous pointings at him: whereby his 
fences became diſtracted , ſo that he ran rauing about the ſtreeres, and af. 
terward died invery milcrable manner, Which newes came no ſooner 
to the earc of Pagamino,but, in the honourable affcRion hee bare to Ber- 
rolomea, he maried her, with great ſolemnity ; baniſhing all Faſts, Vigils, 
and Lents from hishouſe, and living with her in much felicity. Wher- 
fore{faire Ladies) I am of opinion, that Bernardo of Geneway,in his diſpu- 
tation with Amvrogrrelo;might haue ſhewne himſelfe a great deale wiſer, 
and ſparing his raſh proceeding with his wife, 

This tale was ſo mertily entertained among the whole company, that 
cach one [miling vponagother, with one conſent commended Dioness, 
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m— that he ſpake nothing butthe truth,and condemning Bernardo 
for his crucky, Vpon a generall filence commanded,the Queen perceiuing 
that the rime was now very farre ſpent,and euery one had delivered their 
ſeucrall Nou*ls, which likewiſe gauea period to her Royalty: ſhe gaue the 
Crowne to Madam Neziph4la, pleaſantly ſpeaking to her in this order. 
Heereafrer, the gouernment of theſe few people 15 commitred to your 
truſt and care,for with the day concludeth my dominion. Madam Neiphila, 
bluſhing at the honor done vnto her, her cheekes appeared of a vermillion 
tincture,hcr eyes glit:ering withgracefull defires,and ſparkeling like the 
morning Starre. Andafterthe modeſt murmure of the Aſtifants was 
ceaſed,and her courage in cheartull manner ſetleo,ſeating her ſelte higher 
then ſhe did belore, thus ſhe ſpake. 

Sceing itis ſo, that you haue clefted me your Qneene,to varie ſome- 
what from the courſe obſerned by them that went betore me, whoſe go- 
ucrncment you haue allio much commended : by approbation of your 
counſecll, I am defirous to ſpeake my mind, concerning what I wo!ld baue 
to be next followed. It is not vaknowne to youall,that to morrow ſhal be 
Friday,and Saturday the next day following, which are daics ſomewhat 
molcſtuous tothe moſt part of men, for preparation of their weekly food 
and ſuſtenance, Morcouer, Friday oughtto be reuerendly reſpe&ed,in re- 
membrance of him, who dicd to gine vs life,and endured his bitter pafſi- 
on,as onthat day ; which makes me to hold it fit and expedicnt, that wee 
ſhould mind more weighty matters,and rather artend our prayers and dc- 
uotions,then the repetition of tales or Nouels. Now concerning Satut- 
day,it hath bin a cuſtome obſerued among women,to bath & waſh thems« 
{clues from ſuch immundicities as the former weekes toile hath impoſed 
on thera. Beſide,it is a day of faſting, in honour of the enſuing Sabbath, 
whercon no labor may be done;but the obſeruation of holy excrciles, 

By that which hath bin ſaide, you may eaſily concciue, that the courſe 
which we haue hitherto continued, cannot bee proſecuted in one and 
the ſame manner : wherefore,l would adviſe and do hold it an ation wel 
performed by vs,to ceaſe for theſe tew dayes, from recounting any other 
Noucls. And b:cauſc we have remained here foure daies already,except 
we would allow rhe enlarging of our company, with ſome other fricnds 
that may reſort vato vs:I thinke it neceſſary to remoue from hence,8: take 
Our pleaſure in another place,which is already by me determined. V hen 
we ſhalbe there aſſembled, and haue flept onthe diſcourſes formerly de- 
liucred,Jet our next argument be ſtillthe mutabilitics of Fortune, but cl- 
pecially to concerne ſuch perſons, as by their wit and ingenuity, induſtri- 
ouſly haue attained ro ſome matter earneſtly defired,or elſe recoucred a- 
Paine, afterthe lofſe, Heereon let vs ſcuerally ſtudy and premeditate,that 
the hcearcrs may recciue benefit thereby, with the comfortable mainte- 
nance of our harmelcfle recreations; the priuviledge of Dione alwayes re, 
j ſcrucd to himſclfe. 

; Euery one commended theQueens deliberation,concluding that it ſhoid 
4 be accordingly proſecuted:and thereupon;the maſter ofthe houſhold my 
C 
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called, to giue him order for that cucnings Table ſeruice , and what clſc 
concerned the time of the Queenes Royalty, wherein he was ſuthciently 
inſtruted : which being done,the company aroſe, licenſing. euery one to 
doe what they liſted.” The Ladies and Gentlemen walked to the Garden, 
and hauing ſported themſclues th*re a while ; when the houre of ſupper 
came,they ſate downe,and farcd very daintily. Being riſen from the TS 
ble, according to the Queenes command,Madam «A milialed the dance, 
and the ditty tollowing, was ſung by Madam Pampinea, being anſwered 
by ailthe reſt, as a Chorus. 


" The Song. 
And if not 1, what Lady elſe can ſing, 
Of thoſe delights, which kind contentment bring * 
Come,come, ſweet Lone, the cauſe of my chiefe good, 
Of all my hopes, the firme arid full effect , 
S1ng wee together, but in noſad mood, 
Of ſighes or teares, which toy doth counterchecke : 
Stolne pleaſures are delightfull in the tate, 
Bur yet Loues fire ts oftentimes too fierce 
Conſaming comfort with ore-ſpecay haſte, 
Which into gentle hearts too far aoth pierce, 

nd if not Ione. 


The firit day that I felt thus fiery heate, 
So ſweete 4 paſsion did poſſeſſe my ſoule, 
That though I found the torment (harpe, and great , 
Yet ſlill me thought t was but 4 ſweete controule. 
Nor could 1 count it rude,or rigorous, 
Taking my wound from ſuch a piercing eye : 
As made the paine moſt pleaſing,gracions, 
That 1 acfire 177 { uch aſſaults to dit, 
And if not 1,q5c. 


Grant then great God of Loue, that 1 may ſti! 
Enisy the benefit of my deſire , 
Ana honour her with all my deepeſt 5hill, 
That firſt enflam'd my heart with holy fire, 
To her my bondage s free liberty, 
My ſuckneſſe health, my tortures ſweet repoſe ; 
Say [hee the word,zn ful felicity 
All my extacames ioyne 11 an happy cloſe. 
Then if wot I, what Loner elſe can ſing, 
Of thoſe aelights which kind contentment bring ? 


After this Song was ended, they ſung diuers other beſide, and hauing 
g\cat variety of inſtruments, they played to them as many pleaſing dan- 
2 Ces, 
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ces, But the e conſidering that the meere howre for reſt was come, © 
withtheir lighted Torches before them, they all repaired ro their Cham- 


bers ; ſparing the other dayes next ſucceeding, for thoſe reaſons by the 


Queenealledged,and ſpending the Sunday in folemne deuorion, 


| | TheThird Day. 
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pon which Day all matters to be diſcourſe 


Madam Neiphila: concerning ſuch perſons as (by their wit and mauſtry) 
haue attained to their long wihed deſires, or recouered ſomething, ſuppoſed 
go be loſt, 


Tp azz) HE morning pur on avermillion countenance 
= || and made the Sunne to riſc bluſhing 1ed, when 
1] the Queene / and all the faire company) were 
come abroad forth of their Chambers ; the Se- 
neſhall or great Maſter of the Houſhold, having 
(long before)ſent all things neceſliry to the place 
J); oftheir next intended mecting. And the pco- 
Z==eS)| ple which preparcd there cuery needfull matter, 
ſuddaincly when they ſaw thc NT. 
Queene was ſerting forward, char. p 
gcdallthe reſt of their followers, (G@y/manrr EIA 
aSif it had beene preparation for a 6 7, DESIRE 
Campe z to make haſt away with b/4 Ex 
the carriages, thereſt of the Fami of fgSFERRe-| 1 
lieremaining behind,to attend vp- ENT 
on the Ladics and Gentlemen. E 
With a milde, wnpcdeg wet and] 
gentle pace, the Queene rode on,| \z- 
being followed ke other La-| 572 
dies, and the three young Gentle-\\4& ju © 
men,taking their way towards the 
Weſt; conduted by the muſical] = 
notes of ſweete ſinging Nightin- Spano ah =»; 
pales, and infinite other pretty FE. "IE 
Birds beſide, riding in a traCt not 
much frequented , but richly a- 
bounding wirh faire hearbes and ; 
flowres, which by reaſon of the Sunnes high mounting, begarne to open 
their boſome, and fillthe freſh Ayre with their odoritterous pertumes. 


Before they had trauelled ewo ſmall miles diſtance, all of them pleaſantly 
COnucre« 
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conuerſing together ;-rhey arriued at another goodly Palace,which being 
ſomewhat mounted aboue the plaine, was ſcared on the fide of a little ri- 
ſing hill, 

W hen they were entred thercinto, and had ſeene the great Hall, the 
Parlors, and beautifull Chambers, eucry one ſo ſtupendiouly furnithed, 
withall conucnient commodities to them belonging, and nothing wan- 
ting, that could be deſired; they highly commended it,reputing the Lord 
thercot for a moſt worthy man,that had adornedit in ſuch Princely man- 
ner. Alterward, being deſcended lower, and noting the moſt ſpacious 
and pl-aſant Court, the Scllars ſtored with the choyſeſt Wines, and deli. 
cate Springs of waters cuery where running, their prayſes then exceeded 
more and more. And being weary with beholding ſuch variety of plea- 
ſures,they fare downe ina faire Gallery,which tooke the view of the whole 
Court,it bring round engirt with trees and flowres, whereof the ſeaſonthen 
yeelded great plenty. And then came the diſcreete Maſter of the Hou- 
thold,with diuers teruants attending on him,preſenting them with Com- 
firs,and other Banquctting,as alſo very ſingular Wines, to ſerucin ſtead of 
a breakefaſt, 

Hauing thus repoſed themſcluesa while, a Garden gate was ſet open 
tothem, coaſting on one ſide of the Pallace, and round encloſed with 
high mounted walles. Whereinto when they wereentred, they foundir 
to be a moſt beautifull Garden, ſtored with all varieties that poſſibly could 
be dcuifed; and therefore they obſerued it the more rcſpeAtively. The 
walkes and allycs were long and ſpacious, yet diredtly ſtraite as an arrow, 
enuironed with ſpreading vines, wherconthe grapes hung in copious clu+ 
ſters; which being come to their full ripenefſe,gauc fo rate a ſmcl through- 
out the Garden, with other ſweete ſauours intermixed among, that they 
ſuppolcd to feelethe freſh ſpiceries of the Eaſt. 

It would require large length oftime, to deſcribe all the rarities of this 
place, delrruing much more to be commended, then my belt facultics 
will affoord me, Inthe middeſt of the Garden, was a fquare plor, after 
the reſemblance of a Meadow, flouriſhing with high grafle, hearbes, and 
plants, b:f14ea thouſind diuerfities of lowres, even as if by the Art of 
painting they had beenethicre deputed, Round was it circled with very 
verd:at Orcnge and Cedar Trees, their branches plentiouſly ſtored with 
fruit both old and new, as alſo the flowres growing freſhly among them, 
—_ not onely a rare aſpect tothe cye,bur alſo a delicate ſauour tothe 

nel], 

In the middeſt ofthis Meadow, ſtood a Fountaine of white Marble, 
whcrcon was engrauen moſt admirable workemanſhi p, and within it (I 
know not whether it were by a naturall veine, or artificiall) flowing from 
a figure, ſtanding on a Collumne in the midſt of the Fountatne, ſuch a- 
boundance of water, and ſo mounting vp towards the Skies, that it was a 
wonder to behold, For afterthe high aſcent, it fell downe apaine into the 
wombe of the Fountaine, with ſuch a noyſe andpleaſing murmure, as the 
ſtreame thar glideth from a mill. When the receptacle of the Fountaine 


did 
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did ouer-flaw the bounds,it ſtreamed along the Meadow, by ſecret paſſh» 
gesand chanels, very faire andartificially made ,returning againe into e- 
ucry part of the Meadow, by the like wayes of cunning conueighance, 
which allowed it full courſe into the Garden, rnnning ſwiftly thence down 
cowards the plaine; bur before it came thether, the very ſwift current of 
the ſtreame,did drive two goodly Milles, which broughtin great benefit 
eo the Lord of the ſoile, 

The fight of this Ga-den, the goodly grafts, plants, trees, hearbes, fru- 
tages,and flowres, the Springs, Fountaines, and pretty riuolers ſtreaming 
from it, {0 highly pleaſed rhe Ladies and Gentlemen, that among other 
inhaite commend tions,they ſpared not to ſay : if any Paradiſe remay- 
ned onthe carth to b: ſcene, it could nor poſſtbly be in any other place, 
but onely was contained within the compaſle of this Garden. Wirth no 
meane pl-afure and delight they walked round about ir, making Chiplers 
of flowers, and other faire branches of the rrees, continually hearing the 
Birds in mclodious notes,ecchoing and warbling one to another,cucn as if 
they enuicd cach others telicitics. 

Bur yet anothcr beauty (which before had nct preſented it {cIfe to 
them) on 4 ſodaine they perceyucd; namely diuers pretty creatures in ma. 
ny parts vithe Gardens. In one place Conies tripping about, in another 
place Hares,ina third part Goats vrowſing onthe hearbes,and Intle yong 
Hindes feeding cuety where : yet withoutſtrife or warring together, but 
rather livirg in {ucha Domeſticke and pleaſing kinde of company, euen 
as if they were appointed to enſtrut the moſt noble of all creatures, to 
imitate thei; ſociable converſations 

W hen their ſenſes had ſufficiently banquetted on thoſe ſcuerall beau- 
ties, the tabJes were ſodainly prepared about the Fountaine; where firſt 
they ſung [1x Canzonets and hauing paced two or three dances, they 
ſarc downe to dinner, according as the Qurene ordained, being ferucd in 
very ſumptuous manner, with all kinde ot coſtly and dclicare viands, yer 

not any babling noiſe among them. The Tables being withdrawne, they 
playcd againe vpontheir inſtruments,linging and dancing gracetully toge- 
ther :till,in regard ofthe extreame heate, the Queene commandedto giue 
ouer, and pcrinittcd ſuch as were ſo pleaſcd, to take their caſe and reſt. But 
ſome,as nor ſatisfied with the places pleaſures,gaue chemſclucs to walking* 
others tell to reading the liugs of the Romanes;ſome to the Cheſle,and the 
icſt to 0:herrecreations. 

Bur, afterthe dayes warmth was more mildely qualificd,and cuery one 
had made bencht of their beſt content : they went /by order ſent trom the 
Queene)into the Meadow where the Fountaineſt5od,and being ſer abour 
tt,as they vicd to doin telling their Tales (the argument appointed by rhe 
Qucene being propounded)the firſt that had the charge impoſcd, was Phz- 
bftratirs, who began inthis manner, 


— 
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Maſſetto di Lamporechio,þj counter fetting himſelfe to be dumbe, became 4 
Gardiner in « Monaſtery of Nunnes, where he had familiar conuer ſation 
with them all, 


The Firſt Nouell. 
Whereis i declared, that Virginity i very hardly to be kept in all places. 
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—_ VERr7 MJ worthy Ladies, there 
<E S wants no ſtore of men and 
&\- women, thavare ſo fimple, as to 
D credit for a certainty,that 10 ſoon 
as a yong virgin hath the veile pur 
 \:on hir head, and the black Cowle 
% \ given to couer her withall, the is 
| [no longer a woman,nor more [en- 
< |fible ot feminine afteCtions, then 
© fas if in turning Nun, ſhee became 
1 Jconuerted toa ſtone, Andif(per- 
chance )chey heard ſome matters, 
-contrary to their former per{wa- 
hon ; then they grow ſo furiouſly 
Zoffended,as if one had committed 
2 moſt faule and enormous finne, 
directly againſt rhe courſe of Na- 
| —ONS} ure. And the torrent of this opt- 
nion hurrics them onſo violently, that they wil admit no 1'iſure to con- 
ſ1der,how'in ſuch a ſcope of lHerry)rhey haue power to doe what they 
liſt,yea beyond all meanes of ſufficient ſatisfying, never remembring 
how potcntthe priniledge of idlenes is,oſpocually whenit is backt by ſo- 
litade., Inlike manner,there arc other prople now,wio very beleeue, 
thatthe Spade and Pickaxe,grofſe feeding and Iabour,do quench al ſen- 
ſual and flcſhly concupiſcence,yca in ſuch as till & husband the ground, 
by making them dill, blockiſh,and(almoſt)meere ſenſlc(ie of vnderſtan- 
ding.Bur I will 2pproue (according as the Queene hath commanded me, 
and within the compaſle of her direction) by a ſhort and pleaſant Tale 
how greztly they are abuſed by errour, that build vpon fo weake a foun- 
day'ion, : | 
Not farre from Alexanaria,there was 2 ore2t and goodly Monaſteric, 
belonging to the Lord of thoſe parts, who is tered the Admirall. And 
theretn, vnderthecare and truſt of one woman,divers virgins were kept 
as reclules,or Nuns, vowed to chaſtity of life; out of whoſe number, the 
Soldan of Babylon(vnder whom they liucd in ſubieRion) at every three 
yeers end,had vſually three of thele virgins ſent bim, At the time wher- 
of | am now to [peake, there remained in the Monaſtery, no more bur 
eight religious Siſters only, beſide the Lady Abbeſſe,and an honeſt poor 
man,who wasa Gardiner,and kept the Garden in commendable order. 
His 
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His wages being (mall, and he nor well contented therewith, would 
ſcrue there no longer : but making his accounts cuen, with the Factotum 
or Bayliffe belonging tothe houſe, returned thenceto the village of Lam- 
porechio, being a natiue of the place, Among many otherthat gaue him 
welcom home,was a yong Hebrew pezant of the country,ſturdy,ſtrong 
and yet comely of perſon, being named Maſſes, Bur becauſe he was born 
not farre off trom Zazporechzo,and had there bin brought vp all his yon- 
ger daycs,his name of Maſſet(according to their vulgar ſpecch} was tur- 
ned to 74ſſctto, and therefore he was viually called and knowne by the 
name of 41a//etto of Lamporechro, 

Maſſctro, falling in ta'ke with the honeſt poore man, whoſe name was 
Laxco, demanded of him whar ſeruiccs hee had done in the Monaſterie, 
hauing continucd there ſo long a time 7 Quorth Zxrco, Ilaboured in rhe 
Garden, which 1s very fairc and great; then [ went to the Forelt to ferch 
home wood, and clct: it for th:ir Chamber tucll, drawing vp all theyr 
watcr beſide, with many other toilſome ſeruices elſe : bur the allowance 
of my wages was ſo little,as it would not pay for the ſhotsI wore. And 
that which was worſt of ail, they being all yoog women, I thinke the di- 
uel dwels among them,for a man cannot doc any thing to pleaſe them. 
When I haue bene bulic at my worke in the garden, one would come 8& 
ſay, Put this he*rc,pur that there 3 and others would take the dibble our 
of my hand, telling me, that I did not performe any thing well, making 
me ſo weary of their continuall trilling, as I haue lette all buſtncs, giuen 
ouer the Garden, and what for one inollcſtation, as alſo many other; I 
intended to tarry no longer there, bur came away, asrhouſecſt. And 
yet the Facdtotum delired me at my departing, that if I knew any one who 
would vndertake the aforeſaid labours,l ſhould fend him thither, as(in- 
deed) I promiſed todo : bur let mee tall ſicke and dyc, betore 1 helpe ro 
{ſend them any. 

When Maſſetto had heard the words of Lures, hee was fo defirous to 
dwell among the Nunnes, that nothing elſe now hammered in his head: 
for he meant more ſubtilly then poore Lurco did, and made no-doubr 
to pleaſe them ſufficiently. Then conſidering with him(: Ife,how beſt he 
might bring his intenr to effe; which appeared not ca(ily,to bee done. 
He could queſtion no further therein with Lurco, but onely demannded 
other matter of him,ſaying : Introth thou didft well Zurco, rocome a- 
way from ſo tedious a dwelling, had he not need tobe more thena man 
thar is to hue with ſ:ch women ? Ir were better for him to dwell among 
ſo many diueis, becauſe they vnderſtand not the tenth part that womens 
wily wits can diue into. 

Afﬀtertheir conference was ended, 314ſſetts began to beate his braines 
how he might compaſle to dwell among them,& knowing that he could 
wel enough performe all the labours whercof Zurco had made mention, 
he cared not for any loſſe he ſhould ſuſtaine thereby, bur onely ſtood in 
doubt of his entertainment,becauſe he was too yong and ſprightly. Ha- 
wng pondered on many a hd aid rohimſelfe. The my 
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farre enough diſtant hence, and none there can take knowledge of mee 

if  hauc wit ſufficient, cleancly to make them beleeue that I am dumbe, 

then (queſtionles) I ſhal be receiued. And reſoluing to proſecute this de- 

termination, he tooke a Spade on his ſhoulder, and without reucaling to 

any body whether hee went, in the diſguiſe of a poore labonring Coun- 

ryman,hetrauclled to the Monaſtery. 

When he was there arriued, he found the great gate open, and ente- 

ring in boldly, it was his good hap to eſpy the Fac-totarz 1n the court,ac- 

| cording as Lurco had giuen deſcription of him- Making fignes before 
him, as if he were both dumbe and deafe ; he maniteſted, that he craued 
an Almes for Gods ſake, making ſhewes beſfide,that if nced required, he 
could cleaue wood, or doe any reaſonable kinde of ſeruice, The Fats. 
tum gladly gauc him food,and afterward thewed him diners knotty logs 
of wood, which the weake ſtrength of Lxrco had left ynclouen ; but this 
| fcllow bein? more actiue and luſty,quickly rent themall to pieces. Now 
1 it ſo fell ow. tharthe Fac-totum mit needs go tothe Forreſt, and tooke 
| Maſ/etto along with him thither: where cauſing himto fell duers Trees, 
| by fi2ncs he bad nm et» ladc the two Aﬀes therewith, which commonly 
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carricd home all the wood.and fo dijuc them tothe Monaſterice befoie 

him, which Ma/ettoknew well enough how to do,and pertormed it ye- 

ry cttc<tually, 

| Many other ſeruile Offices were there to bee done, which cauſed the 
| ' Fac-tutun to make vie of his painesdiuers other dayes beſide ; in which 
\& time, the Lady Abbeſlſe chancing to ſee him,demanded of the Fac-t0tun 

Mi; | what hc was ? Madam (quoth hee) a poore Jabouring man, who is both 


| deafe and dumbe, hither he came to craue an almes the other day, the 
| | | which in charity I coald do no lefle but pine him , tor which, hce hath 
done many honeſt ſcruices about the houſe. It ſeemes beftde, that hee 
| hath pictty {kill in Gardening, fothat it I can perfwade him to continue 
[| here, make no queſtion of 115 abIC (cruiccs: tor the old filly man 1s g0N, 
| | and we hauenced of luch a [LOU {cilow.to C0 the buſincs bclonging to 
| K. the Monaſtery,and one fitter tor the turne,comes fildome hither. More- 
[ Oucr, 1n regard of his double 1mpertections, the Siſters can ſuſtaine no FE 
\Y impcachment by him. Whereto the Abbeſc anſwered, ſaying; By the 
| tuith of iny body.you ſpcake bur the truth : vaderſtand then, it hee haue 
any knowledge in Gardening, and whetherhee will dwell heerc,or no : - 
which compaſlle {o kindly as you can. Let him haue a new paire of ſhoes, 
fill his belly daily full of mcate, flatter, 2nd make much of him, for wee 
ihall inde hun worke enough to do, All which, the Fac tetum promiſed 
to fulfil] ſuthciently. 
| Maſ/etto,viho was not far off from them all this while, but ſeemed ſe- 
l rioutly buſied about ſweeping and making cleane the Court, heard all 
thele tpeeches; and being not a little ioyfull of them:;ſaid to himſelfe, If 
| once ] come to worke in your Garden, let the proote yeeld praiſe ofmy — | 
Ski!] and knowledge. When the Fac-tetwm perceived, that he knew per- j 


| tectly how tovndergo his buſineſle, and had queſtioned him by ſienes, 
| | COn- 
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concerning his willingnefſe to ſerue there ſtill, and receiued the like an- 
ſivere allo, of his dutitull readineſſethereto; he 2auc him order to worke 
inthe Garden, becauſe the ſeaſon did now require it; and to leaue all o- 
cher affayres for the Monaſtery, attending now onely the Gardens pre- 
2ration. 

. As Maſſetto was thus about his Garden emploiment, the Nunnes be- 
2anto reſort thither, and thinking the man to be dumbe and deafe in- 
deede, were the more Jauiſh of their language,mocking and flowting him 
very immodeſtly,as being perſwaded, that he heard them not. And the 
Lady Abbcſſe,thinking he might as well be an Eunuch, as deprived both 
of heating and ſpcaking, ſtood the lefle in feare of the Siſters walkes, bur 
referred them to their owne care and prouidence. On a day, Maſſetts ha- 
uing laboured ſomewhat extraordinarily,lay downe to reſt hiraſclfe awhile 
vnder the trecs,and two delicate yong Nunnes, walking there to take the 
aire,drew ncere to the place where he diſſembled ſleeping; and both of 
them obſcrutng his comelineſlc of pet ſon, begaa to pitty the poverty of 
his condition;but much more the milery of tus great deteRtes. Then one 
of them,who had alittleliuclier ſpiritthen the other,thirking Ma/erto to 
be faſt aſleepe,began in this manner, - 

Siſter (quorh ſhe) it I were faichfully aſſured of thy (ecrecie, I would 
tell thee a thing which I haue oiten thought on, and it may (perhaps) re- 
dound tothy profit. Siſter, replyed the other Nun, ſpe.ke your minde 
boldly, and belccue it (on my Maidea-head) that I will never reucalc jr to 
any creature living. Encouraged by this ſolemne anſwere, the firſt Nin 
thus proſecuted her former purpoſe, ſaying, I know nat Siſter, whetherir 
hath enrred into thine vnderſtanding or no, how ſtrictly we are here kepr 
and atrendcd,neuer any man daring to aduenture among vs, except our 
good and honeſt Fac-tojurs, who is very aged; and this dumbe fellow, 
maimcd,and made imperfect by nature,and thereforenot worthy the title 
of 2 man. Ah Siſter,it hath ofrentimesbinrold me,by Gentlewomen come 
ming hither co vilite vs,that all other ſweetes in the world, are mockeries, 
tothe incomparable plcaſuresot manand woman,of which we are barred 
by onr vokind parents, binding vs to perpetuallchaſtity, whichthey were 
ncuer able to obſcrue themſclues. 

A Siſter of this houſe once told me, that before her turne came to be 


ſentro the Soldane,ſhe fell in frailty with a man that was both lame and 


blinde, 2nddiſcouering the ſame ro her Gholtly Father in confeſſion ; he 
abſolued her ot that ſinne ; affirming, that ſhe had not tranſpreſſed with 


a man, becauſe he wanted his rationall and vnderftanding parts. Behold 


Siſter, heere lycsa creature,almoſt formed in the ſelfe. ſame mold, dumbe 
and deate, which are :wo the moſt rationall and vnderſtanding parts thae 
do belong to any man, and therefore no Man,wanting them. Iffolly and 
frailty would be commitred with him (as many rimes lince heecame hi- 
ther it hath run in my minde) hce is by Nature, {worne to ſuch ſecrecie, 
that he cannor (it he would) bea blabbe thereof, Beſide, the Lawes and 
conſtitution of our Religion doth reach vs, that a finnc fo aſſuredly con» 
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cealed.is more then halfe abſolued. 

| Ane Marta Siſter (ſaidethe other Nun) what kinde of words ore theſe 
you vtter ? Doe not you know, that we haue promiſed our virginity to 
God ? Oh Siſter (anſwered the other) how many things arc promiſed 
| to him cu-ry day, and not one of athouſand kept or performed ? If wee 
(1 have madehim ſuch a promiſe,and ſome of our weaker-witted ſiſters do 
1 performe it for vs,no doubt but he will accept it in part of payment. Yea 
bur Siſter,replicdthe ſecond Nun againe, there is another danger lying 
in the way : 1f we proue tobe with childe, how ſhall we doe then?aiſter 
i (quoth our couraglous wench) thou art affraide of harme betore it hap- 
i pen: i it come fo topaſle,let vs confider on itthen : thou art but a No- 
it uice in matters of fi:ch1 moment, we are proutded of 2 thouſand meanes, 
| whereby to preuent conception. Or, it they [hould faile, we are {o ſure- 
| ly fitted, that the world ſhall neuer know it. Let it ſuffice, our lines mult 
| not be by any ſo much 2s ſuſpeRed, our Monaſtery queſtioned, or ovr 
| Religion raſhly ſcandalized, Thus [hee ſchooled her younger Silter in 
| wit, albeit as for ward as thee in will, and longed 2s d:{irouſte, to know 

wit kinde of creature man was. | 
Aticr ſore other queſtions, how this intention of theirs might bee 
ſatcly brovght ro tull cfie&t : the ſprightly Nun that had wit at will, thus 
anſwercd. You fee Siſter 'quoth ſhe Jit is now the houre of midday, when 
all the re{t of our ſiſterhood are quict in their Chambers, becauſe weare 
then allowed to flcep, tor outearher riſing to moining Mattins, Here are 
| none in the Girden now but our {clues,and while T awake 1m, bee you 
| the watch,and afterward tollow mee in my fortune, for I will valiantly 
| | 4x Icadc yourhe way, 4aſſettoimmitating a Dogoes {ieepe, heard all this 

| 
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| conſpiracic intended againſthim, and longed as carneſtly til! ſhe came 

to awake him. \Wnich being donr, he ſeeming very {imple and fortiſh, 

and (he chearing lum wirh flattering |behaviour : inco the cloſe Arbour 

they wentgwhich the Sunnes brizhe eye could not picrce into,and there 
| [ Icaue it to the Nunnes owne approbation, whether 274//etts was a man 
| | rationall, or no, 11! decds require longertime to contriuc, then a ,and 

W | both the'Nuns hauing þcne with Mafſertro ar this new forme of conteſhi» 
l 


| on, were enioyned (by him) ſuchan eafie and filent penance,as broughe 

Wk _ Themnthe oftner ro ſhritr, and made him to prooue a very perfet Con- 
gk - tc{[our, | of 

Li Delires obtayned, but nor fully ſatisfied, doc commonly vree more 

| irequent acceſſe,then wiſedome thinkes expedicnt,or can continue withi« 

our :icouery. Our two iouiall Nunnes, nota little proud of their pris 

uate ſtoine pleaſures, fo long refored to the cloſe Arbour, till another 

Siſter, who had often obſerued their haunt thither, by meanes of a little 

il | hole in her V/indow; that thee began to ſuſpe@them with Maſſerro,and | 

| umparicd the ſame totwo other Siſters, all three concluding, to accuſe | 

F them betore the Lady Abbefle. But vpon a further conference had with | 

| 


the Ottenders, they changed opinion, tooke the ſame oath as the fore- 
women baddone; andbecaulc they would be free from any taxationat 


all: | 


' gonerned by «adam No eiphila. | £l 82 


all : rhey reueal<d their aduentures tothe other three ignorants, and fo 
fell all eight inro one formall confederacic, but by good and warie ob- 
ſeruation, leaſt the Abbeſſe her ſclfe ſhould deſcry them; finding poore 
Maſſetto ſuch plenty oft Garden-worke, as made him veric doubttall in 
pleaſing them all. 
It cameto paſle in the end, that the Lady Abbeſſe who all this while 
imagined no ſuch matter,walking all alone inthe garden on a dy, found 
Maſſetto ſleeping vnderan Almond tree, having then very litle buſinefle 
to Coe, becauſe he had wrought hard all the night before, She obſerned 
him to bean hanſom? man, young, luſty,we!l-limbde and proportioned, 
hauing a mercifull commiſleration of his dumbeneſle and deafencs, be- 
ing perſwaded alſo in like manner, that it hee were an Eunuch too, hee 
deſerued athouſand times the more to be pitrica. The ſeaſon was excee- 
ding hot, and helay downe ſo carelctly ro fleepe,that ſomthing was no- 
red, wherein [hee intended to be better r:{olued, almoſt falling ficke of 
the other Nunnes diſeaſe. Hauing awaked him, ſhe commanded him by 
ſignes that he ſhou'd follow her ro her chamber, where he was k+pt cloſe 
{olong,that the Nunnes grew offended, becauſe the Gardiner came not 
to his daily labour. | 
Well may you imae'nethat Maf7cr7o was no mitſe-proud man now, 
to be thus aduanced frem the Gardento the Chamber,and by no worſe 
woman then the Lady Abbeſle her fe!te:whar fignes,ſhows,or what]Jan- 
guage he ſpeaks there,I am not ablcto expreſſe; onely it appeared, that 
his behauiour pleaſed her ſo well,as it procured his daily repairing the- 
ther ; and acquainted her withſuch familiar conucr{arion,as ſhe would 
haue condemncd in the Nunnes her daughters, but that they were wiſe 
enough to ket pe it from her. Now began Maſierto ro conlider, that hee 
h:d vndertaken a taske belonging togreat Hercnles, in giving content to 
ſo mafſy, aud by continuing dumbe in this maner,4ir would redound to 
his no meane dctriment.: Whereupon,as he was one night ſitting by the 
Abbeſle,the ſtring that retatned his ronyuc trom ſpeech, brake on a fo- 
daine,and thus he ſpake, | 
Madam. I haue oft:nheard it ſaid,that one Cocke may doe ſeruice ro 
ren ſcueral Hennes,butten men can very hardly cuen with all their beſt 
endeauour, give tull fatisfation every way ro one woman; and yerI am 
tied to content nine, which is farrc beyond the compaſle of my power : 
to do. Already haue I performed ſo mvch Garden and Chamber-work, 
that I confeſle my ſelfe ſtarke tired, and cantravaile no further, &there- 
fore let me. entreate youto ivcenſe my departure hence, or finde ſome 
meanes tor my better eaſe. The Abbeſſe hearing him ſpeake, who had ſo 
long bene there dumbe, being ſtricken into admiration, and accounting 
it almoſt a miracle, ſaid. How commeth this to paſſe? I verily belecued 
thee to be dumbe. Madam{quorh #1aſſerto) ſo Twas indeed, bur not by 
| Naturc;oncly I had a long lingering {icknes which berefr me of ſpeech, 
and which 1 haue not onely recaucred 
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againe this night, but ſhal cucr re- 
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The Abbeſle verily credited his anſwer,demanding what he meant in 
ſaying,that he did ſeruice to nine © Madam,quorh he,this were adange- 
rous queſtion and not eaſily anſwered before all the eight Siſters, Vpon 
this reply, the Abbeſſe plainely perceiued,that not onely the had fallen 
into folly,but allthe Nunnes likewiſe cried guilty too : whertfore being 
2 woman of ſound diſcretion, ſhe would not grant that Maſerro thould 
depart, but to keepe him ſtill abour the Nunnes bufineſle, becauſe the 
Monaſtery ſhould not be ſcandalized by him. And the Fac-torum being 
dead alittle before, his ſtrange recouery of ſpeech revealed, and {ome 
things clſe more neerely concerning them: by generall conſent, & with 
the good liking of aſſets, he was created the Fac-#otum of the Mona- 
I 

All the neighboring people dwelling thereabout, who knew 24aſ/etto 
to be dumbe,by fetching home wood daily from the Foreſt, and divers 
employments in other places,were made to beleeve,that by the Nunnes 
dcuout prayers and diſcipline, as alſo the merite ofrhcSaint, in whoſe 
honour the Monaſtery was built and erected, Maſſerto had his long re- 
ſtrained ſpecch reſtored, and was now become their fole Fac-rormm, ha- 
uing power now toemploy others in drudgerics,and eaſe himſclte of all 
ſuch labours. And albeit he made the Nunnes to be truitfull, by encrea- 
ſing ſome ſore of yonger ſiſters, yet all matters were ſocloſe and clean- 
ly carried, as it was ncuer talkt of, till after the dearh of che Ladie Ab- 
bcſſe, when Maſſetro brganne to grow in good yeeres, and defired to re- 
rurne home to his natiuc abiding, which(within a while after) was gran- 
red him. 

Thus 2aſ/*ttobcing rich and olde, returned home like a wealthy fa- 
thcr,taking no care for the nurſing of his children, but bequeathed them 
tothe place wherethey were bred and borne, hauing(by his wit and in- 
gcnio:is appreheniton) made ſuch a benefit of his yourhfull yeeres, that 
now he marily tooke calc 1n iis age. 
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A Querry of. the Stable belonping to Aelu! 0, King of the Lombaraes, found | 
the means of acceſſe to the Lucents bed,without any knowledge or conſent 
in her, Thu bemg ſecretly diſcoutred by the King,and the party known,he 
£4xe 11m 4 marke, py ſhearing the hajre of his head, whereupon, he that was 

ſo ſhorne, ſheared likewiſe the heads of all his fellowes in the lodeing, and fo 
_ eſcaped the puniſhment intenaed towards him, 
The Second Nouell. 

iWherern u ſignified, the prouidence of a wiſe man, when he fhall hawe reaſon EY 

tou ſe reuenge. Ana the cunning meanes of another, when hee compaſſeth 


craft to acfend himſelfe fromperill, 
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VV Hen the Noucl of Ph:/oſtratus was concluded, which made ſome 

ofthe Ladies bluſh,andthe reft to ſmile : it pleaſed theQueene, 
that Madam Pampines ſhould follow next,to ſecond the other gone be- 
fore ; when ſhe, ſmiling onthe whole aſſembly, beganthus. There are 


ſome 


4 + 3 at. 6 TOs EG OT Ou eas 


4H At dt 


and providence of the King ; /F 
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ſome menſo [ha!low of capacity, that they will (ncuertheleſſe) make 
ſhew of knowingand vaderitanding fuchthings, as neithet they are able 
ro doc, nor appertaine tothem : whereby they will ſometimes reprehend 
other new crrours , and ſuch faults as they have vawillingly commirred 
thinking thereby to hide their owne ſhame, when they makeitmuch 
more apparant and manifeſt, For proofe whereof, faire company, in 4 
contrary kinde ] will ſhew you the ſubrill cunning of one, who (perhaps) 
might bce reputed of lefſe reckring then Maſſerte , and yct hc went be- 
yond a King,that thought him(elfc to be a much witer man, 

Aetlulffo, King of Lombardie ,1y 
accotding as his Predecefſours 
had done before him, made _the(K(yY8 
princ#pall {cate of iis Kinzdome, e / 

m the Citic of Panza, hauing em- W/A 
braced in mariage, Texachnga, theef SUY= 
late left widdow of Yet2rwo, who OY J 
likewiſe had beene K:ng ot the Hol 
Lombaras, amoſt beautitull, wilt (9 
and vertuous Lady , but madc] #2) 
vafortunate by amiſchance. Thel #7 zX 
occurrences and cate of the\\ki # 
whole Realme , being in an ho-\\-KY 
nourable, quict and well ſetled Jax 


condition, by the diſcreete care NDS - 


a Querrie appertaining to thc 1k k 
Queencs Stable ot Horſe, being © 
a man but of meane and low 
quality, though'comely of perfon, and ofequall ftarureto the King ;be- 
came immeaſurably amorous of the Queene, And becauſe his baſc and 
ſeruile condition, had endued him with ſo much vnderſtanding , as to 
know infallibly, that his affettion was mounted beyond the compaſle of 
conueniencie : wiſcly he concealed it to himſelte,not acquainting any one 
therewith,or daring ſo much, as todiſcouer it cicher by lookes,or any a- 
other aff-ionare behaviour. 
And although hee lived vtterly hopelefſe, of ener attaining to his 
hearts delires 3 yet notwithſtanding, hee proudly gloried, that his loue 
bad ſoared ſo high a pitch,asto be enamoured of aQueene. And dayly, 
as the fury ofhis tlame encreaſed , fo his cariage was farre abone his tcl- 
lowes and companions, inthe performing of all ſi:ch ſeuiceable duties, 
aSany way he imagined might content the Qurene. Whereon enſued, 
that whenſocuer ſhee roade abroad to take the ayre, ſhee vſcd oftner ro 
mount on the Horſe, which this Quertie brought when ſhee made her 
choiſe,then any of the other that were led by his fcHlowes, And this did 
heeſteeme as no meanc happineſle to him, to order the ſtirrope for her 
mounting ,and therefore gaue dayly his due atrendance: fo thar, to ow 
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the Stirrop,but (much more) to put her toore into ir, or touch any part 
of her garments, hc thought it the onely heauen on carth. 

Bur, as we ſeceit oftentimes come to paſſe, that by how much the lo- 
wer hope declineth, ſo much the higher loue alcenderhy euen fo fell it out 
with this poore Querry z for, moſt irkeſome was it to hun, to cndure the 
h:zauy waight of his continuall oppreſhons, not hauing any nope at all of 
the very leaſt mitigation. And being veterly vnable to relinquiſh his love 
diuers times he refolucd on ſome deſperate concluſion, which might yer 
civethe world an cuident teſtimony, that he dyed for thc loue he bare to 
the Queene, And vpon this determination, hee grounded the ſuccefle 
of his tuture fortune, to dyc in compaſſing ſome part of his defire, with- 
out either ſpeaking to the Queene, or ſending any mifſue of his Joue; for 
to ſpzake or write, were mecrely in vaine, and drew on a worſer confe- 
quence then dearh,which h: could beſtow on him({clte more ezfily, and 
when he liſted, 

No othcr courſe now bclcagers his braines, bur oncly for ſecret acceſle 
to the Qurenes bed, and how he might get cntrance intoher Chamber, 
vnder col..ur of the King, who /as he knew very well) {lept many nights 
together from the Queene, Wherefore, to ſee in what manner, and what 
the vſuall habit was of the King, when he came to keepe companic with 
his Qneene : he hid himſelte diuers nights ina Gallery , which was be- 
eweene both their lodging Chambers. At lengrtl1,he ſaw the King come 
forth of his Chamber, himſclfe all alone, with a faire night- mantle wrapt 
about him, carrying a lighted Tapcr ia the one hand, and a ſmall white 
Wand in the other,ſo went he onto the Queenes lodging 3; and knocking J 
ar the doore once or twice with the wand, and not viing any word, the 
doore opened,the light was left without, and heentered che Chamber, 
where he ſtayed not long, before hisreturning b:cke againc, which like- 
wile very diligently he obſcrucd, 

So familiar was he jath* Wardrobe, by ofren fetching and returning 
the King and Queencs furnitures ; that the fcllowes to the ſame Mantle 
whicl the King wore wh-n he weat to the Queene, very fecretly he con- 
ueighcd away thence with him, being prouided of a Light, and the very 
lik: Wand, Now beſtowes hecoſtly bathings on his bady, thatthe leaſt 
ſcent of the Stable might not be fclt abouthim ; and finding 4time ſutable 
to his deſire, when he knew the King to bee ar reſt in his owne Lodging, 
andall «lic {lceping intheir bed ; clofely he ſteals into the Gallery, where - 
alighting his Tapcr, wich the Tinder purpoſcly brought thith:r,the Mantle 
folded about him, andthe Wand in tis hand,yaliantly he aduentures vp- 
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on his liucs peril, Twice hee knocke ſoftly at the doore, which a way- : 
ting woman immediately opened, and receyuing the Light, went forth 
into the Gallery, while the ſuppoſed King, was conucrſing with the | 
(Qucenc, 


Alas good Queene, heere is a ſinne committed, without any ouiltie 
thought in thee, as (within a while after) it plainely appeared. For, the 
Querry hauing compaſlced what he moſt coucted, and fearing to forfeite 

his 
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his life by delay, when his amorous defire was indifferently fatisfied': re. 
turned backe as he came, the (leepy waiting woman notfſo much as loo- 
king on him, but rather glad,that ſhe-might ger her to reſt 20aine. Scatce- 
ly was the Querrie ſtept into his bed, 'vnheard or diſcerned by any of his 
tellowes,diue:s of them lodging both in thatand the next Chamber : bur 
it pleaſed the King ro viſiterhe Queene , accordino to his wonted man- 
ner,tothe no little meruaile of the drowſie wayting woman, who was nc- 
ver twice troubled in anight betore. The Krug being in 'bed, whereas a1- 
waycs till then, his reſort to the Queene,was altogether in ſadneſſe and 
melancholly,bot2 comming and-departing without ſpeaking one word : 
now his Maicftie was become more pleaſantly diſpoſing, whereat the 
Queenc begannot a little ro m2ruaile, Now truſt mee Sir, quoth ſhee 
this hath beene along wilhcd, and now moſt welcome alteration, vouch, 
ſafingrwice ina nightrovitite me, and both within the compaſſe of on- 
houre ; for it cannot be much moregfince your being here, and now come 
ming 224in?. . 
The King nearing theſe words, ſodainely prefumed,that by fornecoun. 
terſeit p*r{on or oth r, the Q1Tene had beene this night begniled : where. 
fore (vcry aduilc diy) hce contidered, thit in regard the party was vn- 
knowne to her, aad ajilthe womenavzout hory to make no outward ap- 
pearance of knowing it, but rath:r canc2aledit ro himſelfe. Farre from 
the indiſcretzonot ſome haire-vraind mon; who preſently would have an- 
{wered and {worne, I cime not hirher/this night,till now. Whereupon 
many dange:s migh: enfue,to the ciſhonour and preiudice ofthe Queene: 
beſide,her crror being di{coucred to her,might sFxrward be an occaſion, 
to vrgea wandnng in her appetite, and tocouct after change againe, But 
by this ſilence, no ſhame redoundeato him or her, whereas prning, muſt 
nceds bethe publither of open infumie 2» yet was hee much vexcd in his 
minde, which netther by |90kes or words hce would diſcou*r, but plea- 
ſantly ſaid to the Qu*ene,, Why Madam although I was once heere be- 
fore ro night, I hope you miſlike'not my ſecond ſeeing you,nor if T ſhould 
pleaſe to com? againe. No truly Sir,quoth ſhe, I onely de fire you ro haue 
care of your health, VVell faid the King, | wiltfollow your counſaile,and 
now r<turne to mine o'yn2 lodging againe,committing my Queene to her 
pood reſt, "ul 
His blood boyling with rage and diſtemper, by fuch a monſtrovs iti- 
wrie offered him; he wrapt his night-mantle avour him, and leauing bis 
Chamber, imaginin?, thyrwhatſocucr hewas, needs he mult be one of 
his owne houſe : hetooke a light in his hand, and conuiyed it into a little 
Lanthorne, purpoſling to be reſolued in his ſuſpition, No gueſts or ſtran- 
pers werenow in his Court, bur oncly ſuch as belonged ro his houſhold, 
who lodzed alrogether about the Eſcuric and Stables, being there ap- 
pointed to diners beds, Now, this was his conceite, that whoſocuer had 
beene ſo lately familiar with the Queens, - his heart” and his pulſe could(as 
yer) be hardly arrcſt, but rather would be troubled with apparant apira- 
fron, as diſcoucring the guilt of fo grear an offeader. Many Cham "= 
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— had hepaſled thorow,where all were ſoundly ſleeping and yet hefelr both 


- & nd allcs. . , : 
ay bf" "44 = to the lodging of the man indeede, that had fo impu- 


demly vſurped his place,who could not as yet {lcepe, for 1oy of his atchic- 
1cd aduenture. When he cſpied the King come1n, knowing well the Oc- 
calion of his ſearch, he began to waxe very doubttull,ſo that his heart and 
pulſe beating extreamely, he feltafuither addition of teare,as being conti« 
dently perſ{wadcd, that there was now nO other way but death, cſpecially 
ifthe King diſcoucred his agony. And aithough many conliderations 
were in h1s braine,yet becaule he ſaw that the King was vnarmed, his beſt 
refuge was, to make ſhew of fleepe, in expeCartion what the King inten- 
dcd todoc. Among them 211 he had ſoughr, yetcould not findany like- 
lihood, whereby to gather a grounded probability; vntill he came to this 
Qu*erry, whoſe hear: and pullcs laboured ſo ſtrongly, that he ſaid to him- 
(cſte,yea mary,this i>the tan that did the deede, | 

Neucrthclfſe, purpoling to make no apparance of his further 1nten- 
tion, h e did nothing cile to him, but drawing forth a paire of ſheares, 
which purpoſely Ic brought thither with bim, he clipped away a part of 
his lockes, which(in thole times) they vicd to weare very long,to the end 
that he mi-ht the better know him the next morning, and fo returned 
backe to his lodging againe. The Querry, who partly ſaw, bur felt what 
was done to him z pe: cciucd plainely (being a ſubtill ingenious fellow)for 
what intent he was thus marked, Vherctore, withour any longer dally- 
ing, vp he 10fe, and takinga paire of theares, wherewiththey vſced to trim 
their Horles ; toftly he went from bed to bed, where they all lay yet ſound- 
ly (Iccping,and clpt away cach mans locke from his right caregin the ſelfe 
ſame manner as the King had Cone his, and being nor percctued by any 
one of them,quictly he laide him; downe againe. 

Inth: morning, when the King wasrifen, he gave command that be- 
forcthe Pajlace garrs were optned,all his whole Family ſhould come 
betore him, as inſtantly ais will was fulfilled, Standing all vncoucred in 
hisprelcence, he beganto conlider with himfclic, which of them was the 
man that hic had iaiked, And ſeeingthe moſt part of themto haue their 
lockes cur, all atrcr on andthe ſelte fame manner 3 maruailing greatly, he 
faiderohunſelf?. The man whom I ſecke forthouvh he be but of meane 
and baſe condiion, yet it plaincly appearcth, that he is of no deieR:or 
common vndcritanding. And lceing, that without turther clamour and 
ty yie, he could not find ove the party he looked for, he concluded,not to 
WIN ctcrnall ſhame, by compalhng a poore reueng® : but rather(by way of 
ad monition(to let the ottender know ina word, that he was both noted 
and obſcrucd. So turning to them all, heſaide ; He that hath done ir,let 
_ be {11ent., and doe ſo no more, and now depart about your buſi- 
netle, 

Some 0thet turbulent ſpirited man, no impriſonments, tortures, exa- 
minations, and interrogations, could haue ſerued his turne; by which 
courle of procceding,he makes the ſhame to be publikely knowne, which 
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reaſon requireta to keepe concealed . Bur admut that condigne venge. 
ance were taken, i: diminiſhzth nor onetittleof the ſhame, neither quali- 
lifeth the peoples bad affetions,who will laſh out as liberally in ſcandal, 
and vpon the very leaſt babling rumor. Such thertore as heard the Kings 
words, few though they were, yet truly wile; maruclicd much at them,8& 
by long examinations among themſclues,queſtioned, but came tar ſhort 
of his meaning; the man onely excepted whom indeed they concerned, 
and by whom they were neuer difcoucred,ſo long as the King liued,nej- 
ther did he dare atany time after, to hazard his lite 1n the like aftion,vn- 
derthe frownes or tauour of Fortune. 


__ _ 


V naer colony of Confeſs107, ans of 4a moſt pure conference, a faire yon? Gentle- 
woman bein? amouronſly affectea to an honeſt man, induced a deuoute and 
ſolemne religions Friar, to aduiſe her in the meanes (without his ſuſpiton 
To percerurng ) how to eniog the benefit of her friend, and brin? her aefires 
Fo FeLY fall effect 
The Third Noucll. 
Declaring, that the lewd qualities of ſome perſons, oftentimes miſonide good 
peeple, into great 41% {7 COnOms CNFOrs, 


V Hen Madam Pamp1aca {ate filent, and the (QQUerrics boid nefſe 2 

qualled with his cr..tty cunning, ard great witecom inthe King 
had paſſed amoneſt them with agenerail applaute ; the Queene turning 
het ſclte ro Madam Ph7omena, appointed her to follow next in order as 
the reſt had done before her: whercupon Phitomena began aftcr this ma- 
ner. 

It is my purpoſe, to acquain' 
you with a notuvle mockerte . 
which was performed not 1n teſt; 
bur carncfſt) by a faire GeatIewo- 
| man, to a £raue and Jeuoute Rehi- 
e10us Friar, which will ycelde lo 
much the more plcaf{gre and re- 
creation, to eucry fccular ynder 
{tander, if but dil;gently hz or theÞ 8 
doe oblerue , how commonly\| 
thoſe Religious perſons (at leaſt 
the moſt part of them) like noto 
r10us fooles, are the inucnters of 4\# WERE 
new courſes and cultomes,as thin- = Sl! £ Þ* £5 Z ff 
king themſelues more . wiſe and$AC2 S BON a ET OS 
Skilful in all chings then any other; FENG =; 
yet proue tobe of no worth or va: r= Wl: 
ldity, addicting the verie beſt of 
all their deuices, to expreſle rheir 
owne vicneſle of mind, and fattcn rhemſelues in their ſtycs like to pam- 
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pered Swine. And aſſure your ſelues worthy ay eng == _ not tell 
this tale onely to follow the order cnioyned me; but alloto intorme you 
chat ſuch Saint-like holy Sirs,of whom we arctoo opinionate and credu- 
lous, may be, yea and are (divers times) cunningly met withall; in thcyr 
craftinefſe, not encly by men, bu likewiſe ſome of our owne ſexe, as [I 
{l ke it apparant to YOu. | 
_ = ok ay peel. full of craft and deceit,then love or faithfull 
dealing) there liued nor many yecres f1nce, a Gentlewoman of good ſpi- 
ri, highly minded, enducd with beauty and all commendable qualitics, 
as any other woman (by nature)could be. Her name,orany others, con- 
cerned in this Nouel,I meane not to make manifeſt, albeit I know them, 
becauſe ſome are yetliuing and therevy may be (candalized , and there- 
fore it ſhall ſuffice to patſe them ouer witha ſmile. This Gentlewoman, 
ſecing her {clfe to he deſcended of very great parentage,and (by Chance) 
married toan Artezan, a Cloathyer or Draper,that lived by the making 
and ſelling of cloth. Shee could not (becaule he was a Tradeſinan) take 
downe the 11-1ght of her minde ; concciuing,thatno man of meane con- 
dition /how rich ſocuc: )was worthy to enioy a Gentleworan in marti- 
2c. Obſcruing moreouer, tha: with all his wealth and treafure, he vn- 
der[tood nothing better, then to open skeines of yarne, fill ſhuttles, lay | 
webbes in his Loomes, or diſpute wich his Spinſtcrs, abour their Þult+ 
neſle. 
Being thus oner-ſwayed with her proud opinion, ſhe would no longer 
ecmbraced or rega:ded by him in any manner,fauing only becaule the 
could not refuſe him, but would find forme other for her better ſatisfaRi- 
on, who might ſeeme more worthy of her reſpeR, then the Draper her | 
Husband did. Heercupon thee fell ſo Ceepe in loue with a verie honeſt , 
man of our City alfo,and ofindifferent yeeres, as what day ſhee ſaw him 
not, ſhee could rake no reſt the night enſuing, The man himſelfe knery 
nothing hereof, and therefore was the more carcleſe : and ſhe being cu- 
r10us,nice.yet wiſcly conſiderate, durſt not let him vndetrftand ir,neither 
by any womans cloſe conueyed meſſage, nor yet by Letters, as fearing 
the p:1ils which happen in fuch caſes, But het exc oblerving his dayly 
walkes aud retorts,gaue her notice of his often conuerſing with a religi- 
ous Friar, who albcit he was a tat and corpulent man, ye: notwithſtand- 
ing,becauſc he ſeemed to leade a ſanEtimonious life,and was reported ro 
: . bea moſt honeſt man; ſhe perſivaded her (elfe, that he might be the beſt 
mecanes berweene her and her fricnd. 
 Hauing conſidered with her ſelfe, what courſe was beſt to be obſerued 
in this cafe ; vppon aday apt and conuenient, ſhe wenttothe Conuent 
where he kept, and hauing cauſed himto be called, ſhce told him, that if 
11s leyſure folcrued, very gladly would ſhe be confeſſed, and onely had 
| made her choice of him. The holy man ſeeing her to be a Gentlewoman 
1 (as indeed ſhe was) willingly heard her: & when ſhe had confeſſed whar 


the could,ſhe had yer another matter to acquaint him withall,and there- 
Lpon thus ſhe began, 
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Holy Farther,it is no more then conuenient that I ſhould haue recourſe 
to you,to be aſſiſted by your helpe and counſell,in a matter which 1 will 
impart vnto you. [ know, that you are not ignorant of my parents and 
husband, of whom 1 am affected as deerely as his life, for proofe where- 
of,therc is not any thing that I can defire, bur immediately I haue it of 
1im,he being a moſt rich man,and may very ſufficiently affoord it.In re- 
gard where of, I louchim-equally as my ſelfe, and (ſetting afide my beſt 
endeuours for him) I mult tell you one thing quite contrary to his liking . 
and honour.; no woman could more worthily deſcrue death, then my 
ſelfe. Vaderſtand then /good Father) that there is a man, whole name 
| know not, but he ſeemeth to be honeſt,and of good worth ; moreoucr 
if I amnor deeciued) he reforteth oftentimes to you, being faire and 
comecly of perton, going alwayes in blacke garments of good price and 
value. This man, irazgining (perhaps) no ſuch minde in mee; as trucly 
there is ; hath often attempted mee, and neuecr can he at my doore, or 
window, but hee is alwayes preferit wm my fight, whichis not a little dif- 
picafing tome;he watcheth my walks,and much I meruaile,that he 1s not 
now heere. 

Let me tell you holy Sir,t1at ſuch behaui-nrs doe many times lay bad 
imputations ypon very honeſt women,yet without any offence in them. 
It hath often run in'my mind,to [-t him haue knowledge thereof by my 
brethren : bur afterward I conttdered, that men (many times) dcliuer 

eflages in (uch ſort, as draw on very vngentle anſwers, whereon grow 
words,and words beget ations. In which regard, becauſe no hare or 
{candall ſhould enſue, I thought it beſt to be filent ; determining, to ac- 
quaint you rather therewith, then to any other,as welbecaufe you fee 
to be his friend,as alſo in regard of your office, which priuil: dgcth you 
to corre ſuch abuſes,not oncly in triends, bur allo in ſtrangers. Enow 
other women there are, (more 15 th? pitty) who periups ar: better dil- 
poſcd to ſuch ſuites then I am,and cn both like and allow of fuch cour- 
ting, otherwiſe then I can doe, as being willing to cravbrace ſiicl offers, 
and (happily)loath to yeeld dcniall. Wherefore,moſt humbly I cntreate 
you good Father (cucn for our bleſſed Ladics ſake)that you wou'ld giue 
him a fricndly reprehenfion,and aduiſchim to vic iuch vaman!y meanes 
no more heercafter. With vehich words, ſhe hung downe her head 1n 
her boſome, cunninely difſembling, as if thee wept, wiping her eycs 
with her Handkerchife, when not atcare fel from them, bur mdecd were 
dry cnough:. 

The holy Religious man, ſo ſoone as he heard her deſcription of the 
man, pteſently knew whom thee meant, and highly commending the 
Gentlewoman for hcr good and vertuous ſeeming difpoſition, belee- 
ued faithfully all that ſhee had ſaid : promuting her, to o:der the matter 
ſo well and diſcreetly, as ſhee ſhould not any more bee offended. And 
knowing her to be a woman of grcat wealth (after all their vſuall' man- 
ner, when they caſt forththeir fiſhing nets for gaine:) liberally he com- 
mcuned Almeſ-deeds, and dayly workes of Chatity, recounting to her 
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beſide his owne particular necefſitics. Theo,gming him two peeces of 
Gold, ſhe ſaid : I pray you(good Farher)to be mindtull of me, and if he: 
chance to make any deniall,rcll him, thar I ſpake itmy ſetteto you, and 
by the way of a fad complaint her confeſſion being ended, arid penance 
calie enough cnioyned her, ſhe promiſed ro make her parents bountitull, 
Benefaors to the Conuent, and put more money into lus hand, deit-. 
ring him in his Maſſes, to remember the ſoules of her deceaſed friends; 
and ſorcturned home to her houſe. 1 

Within a {hort while after her departure, the Gentleman,-of whoms: 
ſhe had made this counterfeit complaint, came thither, as was his vſuall 
manner, and haning done his duty to the holy Father, they late downe 
rogcrher priuately, falling out of one diſcourſe into another. At the 
length, the Friar (in very louing and friendly fort) mildly reproued him 
for ſuch amnorous glaunces, and other purſuites, which (as hethought) 
he day.y vi-d tothe Gentiewoman, according to her owne ipecches, 
The Gentleman meruailed greatly rherear, as one that had neuerſcene 
her, and very 111d» me patled by the way where thee dwelt, which made 
bin the bolder in his anſweresz wherein the Contclſour interrupting | 
him, {aide. Never make ſuch admiration at the matter, neyther waſte 
more words in dcniall, becauſe they cannot ferue thy turne; I tell thee 
4 plaincly,l hcard thefe words eucn trom her owne ſeltc, ina very forow- 
; full and {ad complaint. And though(perhaps) heereatter,thou canſt ye- 
| 
| 
| 


Z. 


| 


hardly rcfraine ſuch tolls, yer Ict mercll thee ſo much of her ( and | 
vnder the ſcale of abſol.ite aflurance that ſhe is the onely woman of the | 
world, who10 my 1udgement, doth abhorreall ſuch baſe behautour, In 
regard tlierctore of thine owne honour, as alſo not to vex and prejudice 
fo vertucus a Gen:!ewoman, I pray thee refraine f1:ch idleneſſe hence- 
forward,and ſuffer her to live 1n peace. 
The Gentleman veing a Itle wiler tiicn his ghoſtly Father,perceiued 
| mm Gtately, the notable poilicy of the Woman. VW hereupon, making | 
[omewhat bathfull appearance of any rroralready commir:ed, he ſaid; | 
He would aftcrward be better aduiſed So departing from the Friar, hee 
went on directly, to paſle by the houſe wherethe Gentlewoman dwelt, | 
and thee ſtood alwaycs ready on ber watch, at alittle Window, to ob* | 
ſcruc when he would walke that way. And fſecing him comming, thee 
ſhewed her ſelte fo 1oytull and gracious to him, as he eafily vnderltood, 
whercto the lubſtance of the holy Fathers chiding tended. And fiom thar 


time torward, he vicd dayly though in couert manner (to the no litle li- | 
King of the Gentlewoman and himſelfe) to make his paſſage thorough | 
eat ſtreer, vader colour of ſome important occaſions there CONCcrmneg 
him. | 
Soone after, it being plainely diſcerncd on either” ſide, that the one | 


'Z was as well contented with theſe walkes, as the other could be: ſhe de- 

| | lired to enflame him a little turther, by a more libera!] illuſtration of her 
| attection towards him, when time and place affoorded conuenient OP- | 

portunity. :Totheholy Father againc [he went, (for ſhe had beene to00 

long 
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long from ſhrifr) and kneeling downe at his teete,intended to begin her 
conteſſion in teares ;z which the F egerotiniog Setaially demanded 
of her; what new accident had happened ? Holy Father(quoth ſhee) no 
uouell accident, but only your wicked and vngracious fricnd,by Whom 
(fince I was hcere with you, yea; ng longer agoe then yeſterday) I haue 
beene ſo wronged, as I verily belecue that he was borne rabee my mor + 
rall enemy, and to make me do {omthing to my. viter diſgrace for cuer 
and whercby [ ſhall ner dare to be ſcene any more of you my deare Fai 
ther. How 1s this ? an{wercd the Friar, hath he not refrained from affili- 
ing you ſo ab:iftuely ? 

Pauſing a while, and breathing foorth manyadiſſembled fighe, thus 
Mee reply -d. Notruely, holy Father, there is no likelyhoad.of his ab- 
ſtainiug, for ſince Imade my complant to you, he belike raking it in euil 
part, to bee contraricd in his wanton mours,- hath (mecrcly in de- 
ſpight) vralked ſcauen rimcs in a day by my doore, whereas former] 
he neuer vſcd it abonc once or twice. And well were it (good Father) 
if 1 cou'd be contented with thoſe walkes, and gazing glhnces which 
hce dartes at me : bvr growne he 1s to bolde and thamelefle, that even 
y<Rt:rday, (as Iroldey on) hezfent a woman tome, one of his Pando: 
racs 2S it appeared, and as if I had wanted either Purſes or Girdles, hee 
[cnt me by hcr, a Pu: ic and a Gizdle. Whereat I grew ſo greeuoul] y of- 
fended.as had it not benc for my due reſpect and feare of Gud, and next 
the ſacred reuerence I beareto,you my ghoſtly Father, doubtlcffe I had 
done ſome wicked deede. Neucrthelefle, happily I withſtood it,and wil 
neither ſay or do any thing inthis cale, till ticſt I haue made it knowne 
to you, 

Then I called to minde,that hanivg redeliuered the P.1 ſc and Girdle 
to l:i5 ſhoe-Meſſenger, which brought them with lookes ſufhicicnt to 
declare my diſcontentment : I called he; backe againe, fearing leaſt ſhe 
would keep them to her telfe, and make him belecue rhat I h:d recciucd 
them (as I hauc heard ſuch kinde of women vie to do ſom: times) and in 
anger I ſnatcht them from her,and haue broughtthem you, to the end, 
that you may giue him them againe; and tcl} him, I haue nonecd of any 
ſuch things, thankes be to heaucn and my husband,as no woman can be 
better ſtored then I am, V/heretore good Father, purpoſcly am I now 
cometo you,to ler. him know,that it he wiilnotab{taine trom thus mo+ 
Ieſting me, will diſcloſe it ro my Husband, Father,and Brethren, what - 
ſocuerb-fall- For | had rather he thoald receive the 1011y, then I robe 
cau{-lefly blamed for him ; whercin good Father rel} mc, 1t I dove not 
weli, With many count:rter ſobbes, lighes,and teares thefe words were 
dcel.ucrid and drawing foorth from vncer her 20wne, a vety faire and 
rich purfc,as al» a Girdle of great worth, the threw them wmtorhe Friars 
lapp?. 

He verily blecuing all this falſe report, bcing troubled in his mind=: 
thereat bryond meaſure, rooke the Gemtlewoman by the hand, ſaying : 
Dauzhter, if thou be offended at rheſe impudent tollics,afſuredly I can- 
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not blame thee, nor will any wiſcman reproouethee forir ; and 1 com- 
mend thee for following my counſel}. Bur lerme alone for ſchooling of 
my Gentleman, ill bath he kept his promiſe madero me , — in 
regard ofhis former offence, asal{othis other ſolately commirted,I hope 
to ſet himin fuch a heate;- as ſhall make him leaue off from further initry- 
ing thee. Suffernot thy-ſelfe ro b6 conquerd by choller,in diſdoſing this 
to thy kindred or husband;becauferoo much harme may enſne thetcort. 
But feare notany wrong'tothy ſelfe;forT am atrue witneſle of thineho- 

ſty and yertuc. | | :O 
Now began ſheto ſeeme berter comforted,and forbearing to play of 
this ſtrinzarly longer,as xy£)l knowing the couctouſnes of himand his c- 
quals,ſhe ſaid : Holy Farther, ſome tew nights paſt , me thought in my 
ſleepe,that ders ſpitits of my kindred appearcd to me 10 a vitton, who 
me thought wercinvery great pains,and deſired nothing cls but Almes; 
elpecially my God mother, who tectned to be aflited with ſuchextrem 
poucrty ,that it was moſtpittifull tobehold. And Iam halfe perſwaded, 
that her torments are the preerer, fecing me troubled with fiichan enem 
to 200dncſle. Whertfore/good Father)to deliver her fonule and the 0- 
thers our of thoſe fearfull Aames,among your infinite other deuour pray- 
ers, l would haue you to {ay the torty Maſlcs of $.Gregory,as a means for 
their happy deliucrance; and {0 (hc pur ren ducares into his hand. Which 
the holy ian accepred thankfully, and with good words, as alſo many 
fineular cx:mples, confirmed her bountifull denotton : and when he had 
eiucn hcr his benediQion, home ſhe departed. 

Atter thatthe Gentlewoman was gone, hee ſent for his friend whom 
ſhe ſo much f-cmed to be troubl:d withall ; and when he was comehee 
beholding his Ho!y Father to looke dilcontentedly, thought, that now 
he ſhould heare ſome newes from his Miltreſſe, and the ctore expeRted 
what he would fay. The Friar,falling into the courſe of his former repre- 
henſ1ons, but yetin more rough and 1mipaticnt manner, ſharpely checkt 
him tor his inimodeſt behiour towards the Gentiewoman, in ſendin 
herthe Purſc and Girdle, The Ganftleman, who as yet could not puefſe 
whereto lis [peechcs tended 3 fomewbatcoldly and temperately, denied 
the ſending of ſuchtokensto her,to the end thit he would nor bee viterly 
diſcredited with thepood man, if fo bee the Gerlewomun had ſhewne 
hum any ſuchthings. Buethcn the Fricr, waxing much more angry, ſtern- 
ly laid. Bad man asthou art, how canſt thou den y a manifeſt rrurh 2 See 

| tir theſeare none of your amorous tokens ? No, I am ſure you doe not 
know thom,nor cuver ſaw them till now. 

The Gentleman, ſeeming asit he were, much aſhamed, aide. Truely 
Fathcr I do know them, and confeſ[: that I have done 1},and very great- 
ly offended : but now | will {weare vnto you, ſecing I vnderſtand how 
I1rmeiy the 1s affected, that you ſhall neuer heare any more complaint of 
me. Such were his vowes and proteſtations,as in the end the ghoſtly Fa- 
ther gauc him both the Purſe and Girdle : then after he had preached,and 
lcucrely coniured him, ncuer more to vexe her with any glits at all, and 
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he binding himſelfe chereto by a ſolemne promiſe, he gave bim licenſe to 
depart. Now er2w the Gentleman very iocond, being ſo ſurcly certifyed 
of his Miſtrcffes loue, and by tokens of ſuch worthy eſtceme; wherefore 
no ſooner was he gone from the Frier, buthe wear into ſuch a ſecret place, 
where he could ler hef behold ar her Window, what precious rokens he 
had received from her, whereof ſhe was extraordinarily ioyfull,becauſe her 
deuices grew ſtill better and better z nothing now wanting, but her huſ- 
bands abſence, vpon ſome tourney from the City, for the full ceRing of 
herd: fire, 

Within a fey dayes after, ſuch ancccafion hapned, as herhusband of 

neceſſity muſtiourncy to Grmeway, and no ſooner was he mounted on 
horſebacke, taking leaue of her and all his friends « bur ſhe, being ſure he 
wasgone, went in all haft ro her Ghoſtly Father; and, after a few faigned 
outward ſhewes, thus ſhe ſpake, I muſt now plainely tcll you, holy Father, 
that I can no longer endure this wicked fricnd of yours;but becauſe I pro- 
miſed you the other day,that Iwould nor do any thing, before I had your 
counſel! therein, am now come to tell you, the juſt reaton of my anger, 
and full purpoſe to auoid all further molleſtarion. 

Your friend I cannot terme him, but(queſtionleſſe) a very diuc1l of helI; 
this morning, beforc the breake of day, haning heard {bir how, I know 
not)that my husband was ridden to Gezeway : got ouer the wail inzo my 
Garden,and chmbingyvp atree which ſtandeth cloſe before my Chamber 
window, when I was faſt aflcepe, opened the Caſement, and would haue 
entred in at the window. Bur,by great good fortune, I awaked,and made 
ſhew of an open out-cry : but that he entreated me, both for Gods ſake 
and yours, to pardon him this error, and neuer aftcr he would preſume 
any more to offend me. Whenhe ſaw, that (for your ſake)I was {1lcar, he 
cloſed faſt the window agiine,departed as he came, and ſince I neucr ſaw 
him, or heard any tidings of him. Now iugde you, holy Father, whether 
theſe be honeſt courles,or no, and to be endured by any ciull Gentlewo- 
man; neither would [ ſo patiently hauc luffered this, but onely in my duti- 
full reverence ro you. _ 

The Ghoſtly Father hearing this, bccame the ſorrowfull-ſt man in the 
world,nut knowing how to make her any an{were,but only demanded of 
her diucrs times,whether ſhe knew him ſo perfectly, that the did not mi- 
ſtake him for ſome orher ? Quoth ſhe, I would Idid not know him trom 
any other. Alas deere daughter(replicd the Frier) what can more be {yd 
inthis caſe,butthat ic was ouer-much boldncfſe, and very ill done, and thou 
ſhewedſt thy ſelfe a worthy wiſe woman, in ſending him away fo merci- 
fully ,as thou didſt. Once morel would entreat thee (deere and vertuous 

daughter)ſecing grace hath hitherto kept thee from diſhonor, 2nd twice 
already thou haſt credired my counſell, let me now aduiſc thee this l:ſt 
time. Spare ſpeech, or complaining to any other of thy friends, and leauec 
it rome,to try if Ican overcome this vnchained diucll, whom I tooke to 
bea much more holy man, If I canrecall him from this ſenſuall appetite, 
I ſhall account my labour well employcd ; but if Icannor do kn 
orwat 
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ard (with my bleſſed benediRtion) I grue thee {caue to do, cuen whar 
ay 9 will beſt tutor thee to. You ſee Sir (ſaid ſhee) what manner of 
manhe is, yet would I not haue you troubled or diſobeyed, only I deſire 
to liue without diſturbance, which worke(I beſcech you)as beſt you may: 
for I promiſe you, good Father, neuer to ſolicite- you more vppon this 
occaſion : And fo, ina pretended rage,ſhe returncd backe from the ghoſt- 
ather. 
y Learfely was ſhe'gone forth of the Church, but in commeth the, man 
that had ({uppoſedly) ſo much tranſgreſſed , and the Fryer taking him a- 
{ide,gaue him the moſt iniurious words that could be vicdto a mancalling 
him diſloyall, periured, anda traitor. He who had formerly twice per- 
ceived, how high the holy» mans anger mounted, did nothing but expe&t 
what he would ſay ; and, like a man extreamly perplexed, ſtroue how to 
getir from him,ſaying z Holy Father, how come youto be ſo heinouſly 
offeaded 2 What hauc I done to incenſe you fo ſtrangely 5 Heareme 
diſhoneſt wretch anſwered the Frier, liſten whart I ſhall lay vnto thee. 
Thou anſwereſt mc, as if it were a yeare or two paſt, fince ſo foule abuſes 
were by thee commirted,and they almoſt quite our of {thy remembrance, 
But tcll me wicked man; where walt thouthis morning, betore breake of 
the day - Whereſocuer I was, replyed the Gentleman, mee thinkes the 
ridings come very quickly to you. Iris truc,ſaidthe Friergthey g!c ſpeedi- 
ly cometo me indecd,and vpon vrgent neccllity, 

After a little curbing in of his wrath, lomewhat in a milHer ſtraine, thus 
he proceeded. Breauic the Genuzwomans husbandis journeyed to Ge- 
neway,proucsthis a ladder to your hope, that to embrace her in your 
armes., you mult climbe ouer the Garden wall, like a treacherous robber 
inthe night ſ-aſon, mount vp atree before her Chamber window, open 
the Caſ-ment, as hoping to compaſle that by is portunity, which her 
ſporleſſe chaſtity will neuer permit, There is nothing in the world, that 
poſhibly the can hate more then you, and yet you will loue her whcther 
willorno. Many demonſtrations her ſelfe hath made to you,how retro- 
grade you areto any good conceit of her, and my louing admr.oniſhments 
might haue had better ſucceſle in you, then as yet they ſhew of outward 
apparance, Buroncethinz I mult tell you, her ſilent ſufferance of your in- 
1uries all this while, hath not binin any reſpe& of you, but at my carneſt en- 
treatics,and tor my ſake. But now ſhe will be patient no longer,and I have 
puen her frevlicenſe,if cucr hecreafter you offerto attempther any more, 
to make her complaintb<tore her Brethren, which will redound to your no 
meancdanger, 

The Gentleman, hauing wiſcly collettcd his Loue-lefſon out of the 
H O1y Pathers angry words, pacifiedthe good old man fo well as he could 
wi:h vcry {olemne promilcs and proteſtations, that he ſhould heare {no 
more) any misdehauionr of his. And being gonc trom him, followed 
the iaſtrutions giuenin her complaint, by climbing oucr the Garden 
Vil, afcending the Tree,andentering atthe Calemcnr, ſtanding ready 
opeu to welcome him. Thus the Friers ſimpliciry, wrought on by her 
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4 yons Scholler,named Felice, exſtra#td Puccio' di Rinieri, how 't0 become 
"rith mma very ſhort trme, While Paccio made experitzte of the inſlruttions 
- taught bit, Felice objained the fanowr of bis Dajibbter, ) 
ann 103 44 The foutrh Nonuell, -- © | 971] 

herein is declared, what cyaft and ſabtilty ſome wily'wits tan deniſe to deceine? 

the ſimple,and compaſſe their owne defires,  * :* 


WA # Saryeraidrays we had fini- 
Ar *ſhed her Tale, the fare ſtil! g' 
{pond Dionew with faire and plea- 
JASRY ling Language) commended ' the 
AS \YGmmlewomans' quainr cunning , 

= 6,239 but ſmiling ar the Confefſors wit- 
\lefle fimplicity. Then the Queene, 
yd Ieurning with chearetfull looks to- 
Iiwards Pamphilus, commaunded 
him to conzinue on their delighr ; 
who gladly yeelded, and thus bes 
{£9 [2ah. Madame, many- men therc 
.are,. who while they ſtriuc to 
Jciimbe from a good eftate, to 2 
JYleeming better; doe become it 
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— 45 much worſe condition then they 
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were before, As happened to a 
yncighbour of ours, and no long 
time fince,as the accident will ber- 


eer acquaint you withal, 

According as I hauc heard it reported, neere to Saint Bramcazo, there 
dwelt an honeſt man, and ſome-whatrich, who was called Pucrio di Rio 
aicri, and who addicted all his paines and endeauours to Alchimy: where» 
fore, he kept no other tamily,but onely a widdowed daughter, and a fcr- 
uant; and becauſc he had no other Art or «xercife, he vicd often to fre. 
quent the markerplace. And in regard he was bur a weake witred man 
and 2 gourmand or crofle feeder z his language was the more harſh and 
rude ; like ro our common Porters or ſottiſh men, and his carriage alfo 
abſrd,boore-like, and clowniſh. His daughter, being named Monna t- 
ſabetts, ag: d not aboue cight and twenty, or thirty yeeres ; was a freſh in- 
<1 rent faire, plumpe,round woman, cherry checkr, like a Queene-Ap- 

le. 2nd,topleaſe her Father,fed norſo ſparingly, as othetwiſe ſhe would 
«& done, but when ſhe communed or icſted with any body, ſhe wonld 
talke of nothing. bu: onely concerning the great vertue in Alchiiny, exrol- 
lino it aboue all orher Arrs, 


| Much abour this ſeaſonofthe yeare, there rexurned a young _ 
rom 
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—"T{om Paru, named Felice, faire of complexion, comely of perſon, ingeni-:. 

ouſly witted , andskilfully learned, who (ſoone after) grewinto familia- 
riry, with Puccto: now becauſe he could reſoluc him in many doubts,de- 
pcadiag on bis profefſion, of Alchimy, (himſelfe hauing onely practiſe, 
but no great learning) hevied many queſtions ro him, ſhewed him very 
cſpeciall matters of ſecrecy , entertaining tum otref@ ro dinners and ſup- 
pers, whenſocuer he pleaſedto. come and conucrſe with him , and his 
daughter likewiſe, perceiving with what fauour her Father reſpeRed him,, 
became the more tamiliar with him, allowing him good regard and reuc- 
rence, 

' The young man contityuing his reſort to the Houſe of Pucezo,and obs 
ſcruingthe widdow to be faire, frc{h,and prettily formall;he began to con- 
ſider with himſclfe, what thoſe things might be, wherciaſhe was moſt 
wanting ; and (if he could)to fauc anothers labour, ſupply them by his befk 
end. auours. Thus not alwaycs carrying his cyes betore him, but vſing 
many backeand circumſpe& regards, he procceded fotarre mn his wylie 
apprechesofions, that (by a few ſparkes cloſe kept together) he kindled part 
ot cheſamelire in her, which began to lame apparantly in hum. And hee 
very wictily obſcruing the ſam, as occaſion ficlt ſmiled on him, and al- 
lowed him fauourable opportunity, ſo did hee impart his intention to. 
her. ; | 

Now albcit he found her plyant cnough,to gainephyſicke for her owne 
gricte, as {one 15 his; yetthe meanes and manner were (as yer) quite out 
of all apprehenſion. For ſh:e in no other part ofthe World, would traſt 
her ſclte in the young mans company, but oncly in her Fathers houſe and 
that was a place out of all poſſibility, becauſe Pucczo(by a long continued 
cuſtom-) vicd to watch weli-neere all the night, as commonly hedid,cach 
night attcr other, neuer ſhrring foorth cf rhe roomes, which michabared 
the edge of the young mans appetite. Atrer infinite intricate reuoluings, 
whecling about his buſted braine, he thought it not altogerher an Herca- 
hlantaskegto enioy hishappineſſc inthe houſe, and without any ſuſpirion, 
+ wg Puccio kept (till within doores, and watchcd as hee was wont ta 
We. _ 

Vpona day as he fate in familiar conference with Puccio, he began to 
ſprake vnto him in this manner ; Ihaye many times noted, kinde friend 
Puccio, that all thy defireandendcauour is, by what meanes thou miyſt 
become very rich, wherein (me thinkes) thou takeſt roo wide a courſe, 
when there is a muchneerer and ſhorter way, which Mighell Scotws, and | 
other his affociates, very diligently obſerued and followed, yet were newer | 
willing toinſtruct other men therein , whercby rhe mylterie might bee 
drowned in obliuion,and proſecuted by none bur onely great Lords, that 
are able tO vndercocit, Bur becauſe thou art mine eſpeciall friend, and I 
haue received from thee infinite kind fauours; whereas I never intended, 
that any man(by mc) ſhoulyl be acpuainted with ſorare a ſecret ; ifthou 
wilt umitare the courſc as I ſhall ſhew the, 1 purpoſc to reach it thee in 
tull perte&tion, Puccio being very carneſtly deſirous to vnderſtand the 


ſpecdi- 
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ſpcedieſt way to ſo ſtngular a myſterie, firſt begantocntreat him (withno 
mcane inſtance) to acquaint him withthe rules of ſoricha Science ; and 
afterward ſware vato him, neuer todiſcloſe itto any perſon, except hee 
gauc his conſent therero , affirming beſide, thatit wasa rarity, not eaſic 
tro bee comprehended by very apprehenſive iudgements. Well (quorh 
Felice)ſeeing thou haſt made me ſuch a ſound and ſolemne promiſe, I will 
make it kaowne vnto thee; 

Know then friend Pecczo, the Philoſophers do hold, that ſuch as couct 
ro becorh rich indeed, muſt vnderſtand how to make the Stone : as I will 
tellthee how,bur marke the manner very heedfully. I do not ſay, thar af- 
cer the Stone is obtained, thou (halt bee euen as rich as now thou art; but 
thou ſhalt plainly perceiuc,chat the very groſeſt ſubſtances, which hither- 
tothou haſt ſeenc, all of them ſhalbe made pure golde : and ſuch as after- 
ward thou makeſt, ſhall be more certaine, then to go or come with Anus 

foriis, as now they do. Moſt expedientis irtherefore, that when a man 

will go diligently about this buſinefſe, and purpoſethto proſecute ſuch a 
ſingular labour, which will and muſt continue for the ſpace of 40.nights, 
he muſt giue very carefull attendance,wholly abſtaining from ſlcepec,{lum- 
bering,or ſo much as nodding all that while, 

Morcouer, in ſome apt and conuenient place of thy houſe, there muſt 
be a forge or furnace erected, tramed in decent and formall talhion, and 
neere it a large table placed, ordered in ſuch ſort, as ſtanding vpright on 
thy feete, and leaning the reines of thy backe againſt it ;thou muſt Rande 
ſedfaſtly inthar manner cuery night, without the leaſt motion or ſtirring, 
vntill the breake of day appcareth, and thine eyes ſtill vppon the Furnace 
fixed, to keepe euer in memory, the true order which I haue preſcribed; 
So ſoone as the morning is ſeene, thou mayeſt {if thou wilt) walke, orreſt 
alittle vponthy bed, and afterward go about thy bufineſſe, ifrhou haue 
any. Thengo todinner,attending readily till the euenings approch,pre- 
paring ſuch things as I will readily ſet thee downe in writing, without 
which there is notany thing tobeedone ; and then returne to the ſame 
taske againe, not varying a iot from the courſe direted, Before thetime 
be fully expired, thou ſhalt perceiue many apparant ſignes, thatthe ſtone 
Is ſtill in abſolute forwardneſſe, but it will bee vtterly loſt if thou fayle in 
the leaſt of all the obſeruances. And when the experience hath crowned 
thy labour, thou art ſure to haue the Philoſophers ſtone, andthereby 
ſhaltbeable toenrich all, and worke wonders beſide. 

Pacczo inſtantly replyed. Now truſt me Sir,there is no greatdifhcultie 
in this labour, neither doth it require any extraordinary length of time : 
but it may very eaſily be followed and performed, and(by your friendly 
fauor, in helping to dire the Furnace and Table, according as you 
imagine moſt conuenient) on Sunday at night next, I will begin my taske. 
TheScholler being gone, he wentto his daughter, and tolde her allthe 
matter, and what he had determined to do : which ſhee immediately vn. 
derſtood ſufficiently, and what would enſue on his nightly watching in 


that manner, returning him anſwer ; thatwhatſoeuer he liked Ire 
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d of, © became not her way to miſlike. Thus they continued in this 
Linde concordance, till Sunday night came. When Pucc:o was tO begin 
his cxpcricnce,and Felzceto ſet forward vpon his aduenture, eemar ey _ 
it was, that cucry night the Scholler muſt come to Supper, pattly to bee 
a wirneſſc of his conſtant performance,bur more eſpecially tor his owne 
Ao which Pacc:o had choſen, for his hopefvll attaining tO the 
Philoſophers Stone, was cloſe to the Chamber Where his daughter lay 
hauing no other ſeparation or diuiſion, but an old ruinous tottring wall, 
So that, when the Scholler was playing his prize, Pacczo heardan vn- 
wonted noiſe in the houſe, which he had neuer obſerued before ,ncither 
knew the w:ll ro have any ſuch motion : wherefore, not daring roſtirre 
from his ſtanding, leaſt al {hould be marrd in the very beginningyhe cat- 
led to his dauzhtcr, demanding, what buſtc labour ſhe was abour Sq - 
widdow, bcing much addicted to frumping, according as queſtions were 
demandcd of her, and (perhaps) torgetting who ſpake (0 hcr, pleaſantly 
replicd : Vhoop Sir,vacre are We now-* Arc thc Spirits cf Alchimy 
walkino in the houlſe,that we cannot lye quictly in our beds ? 

Puccio memaiing at this an{were, knowing ſhe neuer gaue himthe like 
before, demanded againe, what{he did - The ſubtle wench, remembring 
that ſhc had not anſwered as became her, ſaid : Pardon mee Father, m 
witsicre not mine owne, when you demanded iuch a ſodaine queſtion ; 
and I hauc heard you ſay an hundred tiimes,thar when tolke go lupperles 
to bed, either they walke intheir {leepe,or being awakc,talke very idely,; 
as (no doubt) you haue dilcern'd by me. Nay daughter {quoth he)irmay 
be, that I wasin a waking dreave, andthought TI heard the olde walltot- 
ter: bur | ſee I was deceived, fornow it 1s quict and ſtill enough. Talke 
no more good Father, ſaide ſhe, leaſt you ſtircetrom yaur place, and hin- 
dcr your labour : take no cate for mee, Tam able caoughto have care of 
my ſclfe. | 

To prevent any more of theſcnightly diſturbances, they went to lodge 
n another part of the houſe, where they conttnued out the time of Pac- 
c/0ces Pains, with cquall contentment to them both, which made her di- 
vers times ſay to Felzce: Youteach my father the checte grounds of Al- 
chiny, while we helpe to waſte away histreaſure. Thus the Scholler be- 
m2 but poore, yet well forwarded in Learning, made vie of Paccioes folly, 
anc tound bencfit thereby, to keepe him out of wants, whichisthe banc 
and overthrow of numberlefſe good wits, And Pucceo dying, beforethe 
Cate of his limitcd time, becauſc he failed of the Philoſophers Stone, J/a- 
bett 10yned in marriage with Felrce,to make him amends tor inſtruQing 
acr tathcr,by which meanes hecameto be her husbang. 
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Ricciardo /uriamed the Magnifico, gaue a Horſe to Signior Franceſco Vet- 

iHlifi,o- cordition that he might ſpeake to his wife im his preſence; which 

t dia, and ſht not returning him any anſwer, made anſwer to himſelfe on 
her behalſc,and according to his anſwer, ſo the effect followed. 

7 The Fifch Novell. 
herein is deſcribed the frailety of ſome women,and folly of ſuch 1usbanad', as 
leaue them alowe to their owne atſpoſition. 


Amphilas hawing ended his no [ppt 

vell of Pwcrothe Alchimiſt,the JB 
Queene fixing her eye on Madam\\ 
El:z4,gaue order,that ſhee ſhould 
{ucceed. She looking ſomewhat Þ 
more auſterely thenany of the reſth {8 
not in any ſpleen,but as it was her | &+ 
viuall manner, thus began. The] E7 
world containeth ſome particular] & 
people, who belecue(becauſe they] th 
know ſomething) that others are] 3 
ignorant in allthings,who for the 
moſt part, while they intend to 
make a ſcorne of other men, vpon 
triall, findethemſclues to carry a- Z RI ers 
way the ſcorne. Therefore,l ac- M27 = 
count it no meanc folly in them,\&F1i& <> 
wlovpon no occalion)wil tempt 
the power of another mans wit or 
experience. But becauſe all men and women are not of my opinion , 1 
meane that you ſhall percciue it more apparantly, by an accident happe- 
ning to a Knight of P:/toa, as you ſhall heare by me related. 

Inthe Town of P:/teza, bordering vpon Florence, there liuing not long 
lince, a Knight named Signieur Franceſco, deſcended of the linage or ta- 
muly of the Yergeſl;ſt, a man very rich, wiſe, and in many things proni- 
dent, but gripple, couetous, and too cloſe handed, without refpeR ro his 
worth and reputation. He being called to the Office of Podeſts 1n rhe Ci- 
ty of Mz/laine, furniſhed himſclfe with all things (in honourable manner) 
beleeming ſuch a charge; onely,a comely horſe for his owne ſaddle) ex- 
cepted,which he knew not by any meanes how to compaſle, ſo loath hee 
was to lay our money,albcit his credit mich depended thereon, 

At the ſametime, there lived in Pstoya likewiſe, a young man, named 
Riectar dogderived of meane birth, but very wealrthy,quicke witted,and of 
commendable perſon, alwayes going ſoneare, fine,and formall in his ap- 
parrell, that he was generally tcarmed the Magnrfitv,who had long time 
atiected , yea,and cloſely courted, (though without any advantage or 
{ucceſſe) the Lady and wife of Signior Franceſco, who was very _ 
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all, vertuous, and chaſte. It ſochanced, that this Mag:fico had the very 
kgs wy goodlieſt ambling Gelding inall Tuſcany, which hee loucd 
dearely, for his faire forme, and other good parts, Vpon aflying rumor 
' throughout P:/{9r:aghar he daily made Joue to the foreſaid Lacie, ſome 
buſie-body put it into the head of Signior Franceſco, that if he pleaſed to 
requeſt the Gelding, thc Muagnifico would frankcly giue it him,inregard 
of the louc he bare to his wife. 

The baſe-minded Knight, coucting to haue the Horſe, and yer not to 
part with any MONCY, ſent for the Magic, deſiring to buy his fayre 
Gelding of him, becauſc he hoped to have hun of free gift. The Magrz- 
fcohearingthis requeſt, was very ioyfull,and thus an{wered; Sir, if you 
would giue me all the weal:h which you poſlefic in this world, I wil not 
ſell you my horſe, rather I wil beſtow him on you as a Gentkmans gift: 


bur yet vpon this condition, that before you haue him dcliuered, I may 


with your licenſc,andin your preſence ſpeake a tew words to your -ver- 
nous Ladic,and fo tarre off in Ciſtance tromyou, as I may not be heard 
by any. bur onely her ſelfe, Signior Franceſco, wholly conduQted by his 
baſe auaricious defire, and meaning to make a {corne at the A/agn7fica, 
made anſwer,cthat he was well contented to let him ſpeak with her when 
he would; and leauins him inthe great Hall of the houſe, went to his 
wiues Chamber,and told her how caſily he might entoy the horſe,com- 
manding her forthwith to come and hcare what he could fay to her,on- 
ly ſhe ſhould abſtainc,and not returne him any anſwer. The Lady with 
2 modeſt bluſh,much condemned this folly in him, that his couctouſnes 
ſhould ſeruc as a cloake to court any vniitting ſpeeches which her chaſte 
eares conld neuer endure to heare. Neucrtheleſſe being to obey hex hul- 
bands will;(1e promiſed to do it,and followed him down into the Hall, 
tohe.cc whar the Magn fico wouldfay, Againe he there confirmed the 
bargaine made with her husdand, and fitting downe by her ina corner 
of the Hall, farre cnough oft trom any ones licaring taking her curteouſly 
by the hand,th.s he ſpake. 

Worthy Lady,it ſecmcth ro me;that you are ſo truly wiſe,as no doubt 
youhaue long fince perceiued, what vntcigned affetion your beauty(far 
exccling)hath £5 cr: me to beare you-Sctting afide thoſe commen- 
dable qualities and fingular vertues gloriouſly ſhining in you,and power- 
full cnough to make a conqueſt of the ſttouteſt courage, I held it vtterly 
ncedleflc,to let you vnderſtand by words, how faithfull the loue is I bear: 
you, were it nor much more feruentand conſtant, they ener any other 
man can expreſſe toa woman. In which condition it ſhall ſtill continue, 
withourthe leaſt blemiſh or impayre, ſo long as I enioy life or motion 5 
yea,and I dare aſſure you, that if in the future world, affe&ion may con- 
tainethe ſame powerfull dominion,as it doth in this; Iam the man borne 
to loue you perpetually. Whereby you may reſt confidently perſwaded, 
that you enioy not any thing, how poore or precious ſoeuer it be,which 
youcan fo ſolemnely account tobe your owne, and in the trueſt title of 
right, as you may my felte, in all that I haue,ort for cver ſhall be mine. 
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To confirme your opinionin this cafe by any argumentof greater po- 
wer,let me tell you, that I ſhould repute iras my taireſt and moſt graci- 
ous fortune,if you would command me ſome ſuch ſeruice, as contiſteth 
in mine ability to pertorm*,and in your courteous fauour to accept, yea, 
if it were to trauaile thorow the whole world, right willing am I, & obe- 
dient. In which regard faire Madam,if I be ſo much yours, as you heare 
L am, I may boldly aduenture(and not without good reaſon) to acquaint 
your chalte eares with my carnclt deftres, for on you onely depends my 
happineſſe,life,and ablolute comfort,and as your moſt humble ſeruanr,] 
belecch youſmy deereſt good, and ſole hope of my ſoule) rhat rigour 
may dwe'l no longer in your g*ntle breſt, bur Lady-like pitry and com- 
pathon, whereby | ſhall ſay, that as yonr divine beauty enflamed mine 
affections, cuen {0 it extended fuch a merciful qualification,as exceeded 
all my hope, bur not the halfe part of your pity, 

Admit (myracle of Ladies) that I ſhould dic in this diftreſſe : Alas, 
my death would be but your diſhonour ; I cannot be termed mine owne 
murtherer, when the Dart came trom your eye thatdid it, and muſt re- 
maine a witnes of your rigor. You cannot then chuſe but callro minde, 
and ſay within your owne ſoule : Alas, whata finne haue I committed, 
in being ſo ynmercifall ro my Magnrfico, Repcntance then ſerues tono 
purpoſe, but you muſt anſwer for ſuch vnkinde cruelty. VVherefore, to 
preuent ſo blacke a {candall ro your bright beauty, betide the ccaſclefle 
acclamations,which will dog your walkes in the day time;8& breake your 
quiet {lecpes in the night ſeaſon, with frarefull fights and gaſtly appariti- 
ons, houcring and haunting about your bed ; lertallrheſe mooue youro 
milde mercy,and ſpill not ite, when you may fave it, 

So the Magrnifico ceaſing, with teares ſtreaming from his eyes, and 
ſighes breaking from his heart, hee ſate (till in expeRation of the Ladies 
anſwere,who made neither long or ſhort of the matrer,ncither Tilts nor 
T ourneying, nor many loſt mornings and cuenines, nor infinite other 
ſuch like Ofhces, which the 24agnzfico (for her ſake) from time to time 
had ſpent in vaine, without the leaſt ſhew of acceptation,or any hope at 
all to winne her loue : mooued now in this very houre,by theſe ſolemne 
proteſtations,or rather moſt preuailing afſeucrations, ſhe began to finde 
that in her, which (before) ſhe neuer felt, namely Loue; And although 
(to keepe her promiſe made to her husband)ſhee ſpake not a word : yer 
her heart heauing, her ſoule throbbing, ſighes intermixing, and com- 
plcxion altering, could not hide her intended anſwer ro the Magnefico, 
it promiſe had beene no hinderanee to her will. All this while the Mag- 
7:1fico fare as mute as ſh?, and ſeeing ſhe would not giue him any anſwere 
atall, he could not choglc but wonder rherear, yer at length perccined, 
chat it was thus cunningly contrivetl by her husband. Norwithflanding, 
obſeruing well her countenance, that it was in a quite contrary temper, 
another kinde of fire ſparkling in her eye; other humours flowing, her 
pulſes ſtrongly beating,her ſtomacke rifing,and ſighes lwelling;all chefe 
wCte arguments of a change,and mptiuesto aduance his hope. Taking 
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courage by this ticklith perſwaſion,and inſtruting his _ rd; — 
Linde of coun(cll ; he would needes anſwer himielte on her benalte, an 
25 it {þ< had vrtered the words,thus he ſpake. þ 

Maenifico,and my friend,lurely it 15 along time fince,when I firſt no- 
[ed thine affection toward me to be very great and moſt perteA, bur now 
| am much more certain thereof, by thine owne honeſt and ge ntle ſpee- 
ches, which content me as they oughtto do. Neuertheleſle,if heretofore 
[ haue ſeemed crucll and ynkinde rochee, I would not haue thee thinke, 
that my heart was any way guilty of my outward ſeuerity, bur did CUCr= 
more loue thee, and held thee deerer then any wan Huing., Bur yet it be- 
came me todo fo, a5 well in teare of others, as for the renowneof mine 
owne reputation. But now is the time at hand, ro Jet thee knowe more 
clearly, whether Ido afteCt thee or no? asa iuſt guerdon of thy conſtant 
lone which tt no thou baſt, and {t1]1] doeſt beare tome. Wheretore,com- 
fort thy ſelte,and dwell on this vndoubted bope, becauſe Signior Fran- 
ceſco my husband, is to be ablent hence for many dayes, beeing choſeri 
Podeſta ar 317//1in2, as thou canſt not chooſe bur hearc, for it is common 
through the Country. | a 

L know (for my ſake) thou haſt ginen him thy goodly ambling Get. 
ding, and ſoſoone as he is gone, I promiſe thee vypon my word, and by 
the taithfull loue 1 beare thee ; that I will have further conference yvith 
thee, and let thee vnderſtand fomewhar more of my minde. And be- 
cauſe this is neither fitting time nor place,to ciſcourſe on matters of ſuch 
ſcrious moment : obſerve heereafter, as a fignall, when thou ſeeſt my 
Crimſon Skarfe hanging in the window of my Chamber,which is ypon 
the Garden fide, that evening (lo {oone as it is night) come to the Gar» 
den gate with wat y reſpect that no cye do difconet thee,and there thon 
ſhalt find: me walking, and ready toacquaint thee with othcr matters, 
2ccording as I ſhall tinde occation. 

When the Maz»zfico in the pei fon ofthe Lady, had ſpoken thus, ther: 
hercrurned her this anſwer. Meſt vertuous Lady,my ſpirits are {o tranſ- 
ported with extraordinary toy, tor this your eracious and welcome an: 
(wer,that my fences faile me, and all my faculties quite forſake me. that 
[ cannot giue you t.uchrhankes as I would. Andif I could ſpeak equally 
to my deftre,y<tthe leaſon ſuites not therewith, neither were it conuent- 
ent that ] ſhould be ſo troublelometo you. Let metherfore humbly be- 
leech you, that the defte I haue to accompliſhyour will (which wordes 
auaile nor ro expretle) may remaine in your kinde conſideration. And as 
you haue commanded me,ſo will I not faile to performe it accordin oly, 
and 1n more thankfull manner, thenfas yet) I am able toler you know. 
Now therc reſteth nothingelfe ro do, but ynderthe protedtion of your 
gracious pardon, I ro giue oucr ſpeech,and yau to attend your woorthy 
tusband. . 

Notwithſtanding all that hee had ſpoken, yet ſhee replyed not one 
word ; whetetorc the Magzrfico aroſe, and returned to the Knight, who 
went to.mecte him, faying in a'lowd laughter, How now man ? Haue 1 


nor 
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not kept my promiſe with thee : No Sir,anſwered the Magrifice, for you” © 
promiſed I ſhould ſpeake with your wite, and you haue made meetalke 
ro a marble Statue. This anſwere, was greatly pleaſing to the Kaighe 
who, although hee had an vndoubted opinion of his wife; yet this did 
much more ſtrengthen his beliefe, and hee ſaid, Nowthon confeſlc(t 
thy Gelding to bee mine ? Idoe, replied the Magnifico, but if Thad 
chought, that no better ſucceſſe would haue enſued on the bargaine ; 
without your motion for the horſe, I would haue given him you : and I 
am ſorie that I did not, becauſe now you have bought my houſe, and yet 1 
haue not ſold him. The Knight laughed heartily at this aafwer, and be- 
inz thus prouided of fo faire a beaſt,/ hee rode on his ioruney to Millazne, 
and there centred into his authority 'oF Podefta, 
The Lady remained now in liberty at home, conſidering on the Map- 
rificoes words, and likewiſe the Gelding,which(tor her ſake) was givento 
her husbatnd. Oftentimes (hee ſaw him paſſe too and fro before her win- 
dowe, ill Ivokiug when the Flaggeof defiance ſhould be hanged forth, 
that hee might fight valiantly vader her Colours, The Story ſaith, that 
among many of h:r much better meditations, ſhee was heardto talk* thus 
idely to [1:rielfe, What docel mgane ? Wherefore is my youth ? The 
olde miſcrable man 1s gone to Men, and God knoweth when hce 
comes backe againe, cuzr, or neutt.,-Is dignity preferred before wed- 
lJackes holy duty, and pleaſurcs abroade,; more then comforts at home ; 
Ill can age pay youths arrerages, whtenfime is ſpent, and no hope ſparde, 
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ons, whether the window may efignallorno ; it isno matter 
longing to my charge : I ay, hu are vawile, to graunt ſuch ill 
vantages,and wives much wore, if they take hold of them, oncly iudge 
you the beſt,and ſo the Tale is ended, 


Ricciardo Minutolo fel :n love with the wife of Philippello Fighinolfi, 
and knowing her to be very iealous of hey Husband, pane her to unacr- 
ſtand, that hee was greatly enamoured of bis Wife, and bad appornteata 
mecte her priuatel y in a Bathing hauſe, on the next aay following : where 
ſhee hoping to take him tardie with his cloſe compaited Miſtreſſe, found her 
fſelfe tobe deceined by the ſaid Ricciardo. | = 4 op = | 
; | =; The Nouclt, 5:5 
Declaring how much perſeuerance and a couragions ſpirit is auailable in loue, 


N® more remainedto be ſpoken by Madame E/z, ' but the cunning 
+ *of the Mapnrfico, being much commended by all thecompany : the 
Qureene commanded Madame Fi4zmerta, to furcede nextin order with 
one of her Noucls, who ({miling); made anſwet that ſhee, would, and 
began thus.”. Gracious Ladies, mee. Ges wee haue ſpoken enough al- 
ready, concerning our owne Cirtie,: whieh as it aboundeth copiouſly mall 
commodities, ſo 15 it at-examplc -', to eucry conucnicat purpoſe. And 
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-Mad =4 hath done. by recouriting occaſions happening in ano- 
RE Werl3' a gy" we now loop a little further off, cuen 0 tar as Na- 
les,to ſee how one of thoſe Saint-like Dames that nicely ſcenes to ſhun 
oucs allurings, was guided by the good ſpirit to a friend of hers,and ta- 
Ned of the fruite, before ſhe knew the lowers. A ſufficient warning for 
you to apprehend before hand what may follow after,and to let you ſee 
beſide,that when an error 1s committed, how to bee dilcrecte in keeping 
i: from publike knowledye. 


_  ,... 


Inthe Citic of Naples, it being 
of great antiquity, and (perhaps) 
a Jas pleaſantly ſituated, as any 0- 
MASS ther City in all Italy, there dwelr 

\ A\F ſomerimea yong Gentleman, of 
NAA Wnoble parentage, & well knowne 
to bee wealthy, nzmed Azcciaras 
Mtinutolo, who (although hee had 
i Gentlewoman of excellent beu- 
Try, and worthy the veric kindeſt 
affecting to his wife , yer His gad- 
ding eyepgazed elſewhere, and he 
abecame enamored of another, 
FA which (in generall opinion) fur- 


the choyſeſt perfections, ſhce be- 
ing named M:dam Catuli wife to 
as gallapt a young Gentleman, 
called Philippello Fiohinelfs, who moſt dearly he loned beyond all other, 
tor her vertue and admired chaſtity. 

Riceiardolouing this Madam Catulla, and viing all ſuch means wheres 
by the grace and liking of a Lady might be obratned;found it yet a mat- 
ter beyond poſÞbility to compaſſethe height of his deſire: ſo that many 
defprrate and dangerous reſolutions beleagred his braine, ſeeming ſo in- 
tricare and ynlikely ro affoord any hopetull yſlue, as hee wiſhed tor no- 
thing more then death. And dearh(as yet )being deafe to all his carneſt 
mprecations, delayed him on inlingering aMitions : and continuin 
{t:|};n fich an exttcame condition, he was aduiſed by; ſome of his beſt 
trjends,vrterly ro abſtaine from this fond purſuir,becanſe his hopes were 
meerely in vaine, and Madam Catalle prized nothing more precious to 
Her in the Work), chen' vnſtayned loyaltic to het Husband; and yet ſhee 
lined in ſuch extreame tealouſie of him, as fearing leaſt ſome bird flying 
in the ayre ſhould ſnatch him from her. 

R:cotay as not ynicquainted with this her jealous humour, as well by 
credible hearing thereof ;as alfo by daily obſernztion, began to conſider 
vith bimſclfe, that it were beſt fot him, to diſſemble amorous affetion 
in ſorne other place, and(henceforward)to ſer afide ll hope, of eucr en- 
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zoying the loue of Madam Cataila, becauſe he was now become the ſer- 
uant to another Gentlewoman, prerending (in her honour)to performe 
many worthy aRions of Arras, Touſtes, Tournaments, and all ſuch like 
noble exerciſes, as he was wont to doe tor Madam Catulla.So that moſt 
of the people of Naples, but eſpecially Madam Catu/la,becam verily per- 
ſwaded, that his former fruirleſſe Joue to her was quite changed, and the 
new cle&ed Lady had all the glory of his beſt endeuours, perſeuering ſo 
long in this opinion,as now it paſſed abſolutely for currant. Thus ſeemed 
he now as mecrea ſtrangerto her, whoſe houſe before he familiarly fre- 
quented,yert as a ne12hbour gaue her the daics ſalutations, according as 
he chanced to ſee her,or meer her. 

[t came fo to paſſe, that it being now the delighrfull Summer ſeaſon, 

 whenall Gentlemen and Gentlewomen vſecd to meete together (accor- 
ding toacuſtome long obſerued in that Country) ſporting along on the 
Sea Coaſt, dining and 1 upping there very often, Ricciardo Myinutolo hap- 
pened to heare, that Madam Carwlla (with a company of her friends) in- 
tended alſo to be preſent there among them, at which time, conſorred 
with a ſcemely traine of his confederates,he reſortedthither, & was gra- 
ciouſly welcommed by Madam Casrw{lz, where he pretended no willing 
long time of tarrying, but that Carw/laand the other Ladies were faine to 
entreate him diſcoufing of hisloueto his new eleRed Miſtreſſe : which 
Miznntolo graced with fo ſolemne a countenance, as it miniſtred much 
more matter of conference.all coueting to know what ſhe was. 

So farre they walked, and held on this kinde of diſcourſing, as cuery 
Lady and Gentlewoman; waxing weary of too long a continued argu- 
ment, began to ſeparate her ſelfe with ſuch an aſſociate as [hee beſt liked, 
and as in ſuch walking women are wont to doe; fothat Madam Catulla 
having few females left with her,ſtayed behind with Mintolo, who ſo- 
dainly ſhot forth a word concerning her husband Phz/:pells, and of his 

| louing another woman beſtde her ſelfe. She rhat was onermuch icalous 
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before. dccame (o ſodainely ſet on fire to know what ſhee was of whom 
M:;nutcl ſpake,as ſhe ſat filent a long while, til being able to containe no 
longer, ſhee entreated Rzcczardocyen for the Ladies fake, whoſe loue he 
bad ſo deuourly embraced, to refolue her certainly in this ſtrange altera- 
tion of her husband; whereunto thus he anſwered. : 

Madam,you haue fo ſtraitly conjured me,by vreing the remembrance 
of her; for whoſe ſake Tam notable to deny any thing yon can demand, 
as {am readie therein to' pleaſure you . But* "4 muſt promiſe me, 
that neither you, or any other we? for yon, ſhall at any titne diſcloſe it 


i to your Husband, yntill you haue ſeene by effeR, that which T haue told 
you prouethro betrue: 8 when you pleaſe; T yil inſtru you how your 
ſte ſhall ſee it. The Ladie was tiot a little 1oyfull to be thus fatisfied in 
her Husbands folly, and conſtantly crediting his words to be true, ſhee 
fryare a ſolerane oath, that ho oneline ſhould cuer know it, So ſtepping 
alintle forther afide, becanſe no liſtening carcſhould hearchim, chus he 


Lady, 


depanne, 


HT — — ————— 
OO — ————— 9 


Nouell 6. TheThird Day, \\ 

Lady, if I did Joue you now ſo effcctually as heeretoforc | haue done, 
I ſhould be very circumſpeR, in vttering any thing which I immagined 
might diſtaſt you. I know not whether your husband Ph1i/ipello, were ar 
any time offcnded, becauſe I affeted you,or beleeued thar I received any 
kindnes from you : but whether it were fo or no, could neuer dilcerne 
ir by any outward apparance. But now awaiting tor the opportunity of 
time,which he conceiucd ſhould affoord me the leaſt ſuſpirion, he ſeekes 
to compaſſe that, which(I doubt)he feares Iwould haue done to him, in 
pliine te1mes Madam,to haue his pleaſure of my wife. And as by ſome 
carriages I haue obſcrued, within few daics paſt he hath ſolicited & pur- 
ſ1cd his purpoſe very ſecretly, by many Amballages, and meanes,as(in- 
deed)1 haue learned from her ſelfe,and alwaics ſhe hath returned in ſuch 
anſwers,2s ſhe reccyucd by my direction. 

And no longer ago Madam,thenthis yery morning, before my com- 
ming hither, I found a woman-meſlenger in my houle,in very cloſe con- 
ference with my Wife, when growing Coubttull of that which was truc 
indeede, I called my Wife,cnquiring,what the woman would haue with 
her; and ſherold rae, it was another purſuitc of Phzlipello Fighinolfr, who 
(quoth ſhee) vpon ſuch anſwers as you haue cauſed me to lend him from 
timetrotime, perhappes doth gather ſome hope of prevailing in the eng, 
which maketh him ſtill to importune meas he doth, - And now he ad- 
uenturcth fo furre,as to vnderſtand my finall intention, hauing thus or- 
dered his complot,that when I pleaſe, muſt mcet him ſecretly ina houſe 
of this City,whcrc he hath prepared a Bath ready. for me, and hoperth-to 
cnioy the cnd of his defire,as very carneſtly he hath ſolicited me thercto. 
Burit you had not commanded me, to hold hina in ſuſpenſe with ſo ma-. 
ny frivolous anſwers, would cre this,hauc cnt him ſuch a meſkage, as 
ſhould havc bene little to hisliking, 

With patience Madam I endured all before, but now (me thinkes)he 
procecdeth to9 farre,which is not any way to be ſuffered; andtheretore 


I intended to let you know ir,that you may perceiue,how wel yoware re- 
warded forthe faithfull and loyall loue you beare him, and for which, F 
was eiucn atdeatl:s dore, Now,becauſe you may be the ſurer of my {pec-i 
clies,not to beany lycs or tables, 8 that you may{if you pleaſe) approue' 
terruth by your owne expericnce,l cauſed my wife to {end him word, 
that ſhe would meet him tomorrow atthe Bathing-houſe appointed, a- 
wg bour the houre of noone-day, when people repotethem{clues in regard. 
of the hextes violence; with which anſwer the woman returned very io... 
condly. Let me now tell you Lady, I hope you haue better opinion of; 
my wit,then any mcaningin me,to ſend my wifethither z Irather did it: | 
to this end,that having acquainted you with his treacherous intent, you 
!nould ſupply my wiuesplace, by ſauing both bis reputation and yorr 
owne,and truſtrating his vnkind purpoſe to me, Moreoucr,vpon the view 
of is owne deluſion, wrought by my wife in meere lone to you, he (hall 


(ce his foule [hame,and your moſt noble cate,to keepe the rues of marti; 
age betweene you ſtill vnſtained. 
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Madame Catia, hauing heard'this long /andvnpleating'report, with- 
out any copitderation, either what he was rharrolde'therale, or what a 
treaſon he intended againſt her : iomrdiacely :(as icalous perſons vie ro 
doe) ſhe gaue faithto bis forgerie-and beganco difcourte many things 
ro him, which imagination had ofren miſguided her in, again{ther honeſt 
minded husband, and enflamed with rage, ſuddenly replied ; char:{hee 
would doe according as he had aduiſed her, as being a martcr of no diffi 
cylty, Butifhe came, thewouldſofhame and difhbonour him,as no wo- 
man whacfocuer ihould: better ſchoole -him. Riccardo highly pleaſed 
herewith,S being der{waded, that his purpoſe would rake the full effe& : 
confirmed the Lady in her determmmation with many words more ; yer 
putting her in memory, to keepe her taithfull promiſe made, without 
revealing the matter ta any liuing perſon, as thee had ſworne vpon her 
taith. 

On the morrow morning, Recerarde went to an auncient woman of his 
acquaintance, who was the Miſtr eſſe.of a Bathing-houſe,and there where 
he had appointed Madame Catella, that the Bath ſhould bee prepared fot 
her, giuirg her to vnderſtand the whole bnttneſfe, and deliring bh ro be 
favourable thercinto him. The woman, who had beene much behold- 
ing to him in other matters, promited very' willingly to fulfill his requeſt, 
concluding with him, both what ſhould be done andſaid. She hadin het 
houſe a very darke Chamber, without any window to affoord it the leaſt 
light, which Chamber ſhe had made ready, according to K/cciardoes dis 
rection, with a rich Bcd therein, fo ſoft and delicare as poſſible could bee, 
whercin he centred {0 ſoone as he bad dined, to attend the arriuall of Ma- 
dame Catwila, Onthe ſame day,as ſhe had heard the - qu of Ricciary- 
«o, and gaue more credit to them then became her ; ſhee returned home 
to her houſe in wonderfull imparience,: And Phi/rppello her husband 
came home difcontentedly roo, whoſe head being buſted about ſome 
worldly aftaires, perhaps he looked nor ſopleaſamly, neither vſed her ſo 
kindly, as he was wont to doc. Which Catx//a percetuing, ſhee was ten 
times more ſuſpicious then be fore,ſaying to her ſelte. Now apparent 
trueth doth diſcloſe it fſelfe, my husbands head is troubled now with 
nothing elſe, but Rzcciaraves witeywih whom(to morrow) he purpoſeth 
his mecting ; wherein he ſhail be diſappointed, if I liue , taking no reſt at 
all the whole night, for thinking how to handle her husband. 


W har ſhall I fay more © On the morrow, at the houre of mid-day 


accompanicd oncly with her Chamber-mayde, and without any other 


altcration in opmion ; | 
miſcd, and mecting there with theolde woman, demaunded of her, if 
Pla/ippelly were come thirher as yet or no ? The woman, being well in- 
ſtruſted by Ziccrardo, anſwered : Are you ſhee that ſhould meete hirn 
heere © Yes, teplicd Cata//a. Goein then to him(quoththe woman)tor 
he is not farre off before you. | 1.4 7 

| Madame Cat uiis, who went to fecke that which thee 'wouldnot finds, 
being brought vailed incothe darke Chamber whete X:cti4y #6 was, _— 

(0, 


(hee went to the houſe where the Bath was pro+ 
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—ucdintothe Bath, hoping co finde none other there but her husband, 
and the cuſtome of the Country, neuer diſallowed ſuch meetings of 
men with their wiues, but held them to be good and commendable- In 
2 counterfeit voyce he bad her welcome, and ſhe, not ſceming to be any 
other then ſhee was indeed, entertained his imbracings in as loving man- 
ner ; yernotdaring to {peake, leaſthe ſhould know her, bur ſuffered him 
ro proccede in his owne crrour. 

.Let paſſethe wanton follics paſſing berweene them, and come to 
Madame Cata/ls, who finding it a firand conuenicnt time, to vent forth 
the tempeſt of her ſplecne, began in this manner. Alas ! how mighty 
arethe misfortunes of women, and how ill:cquired is all the loyall loue ot 
wany wiues totheir husbands ? I, a poore milerable Lady, who, tor the 
ſpace of eight yeeres now! fully compleated, haue loued thec more 
dearely then mine owne lite, findenow (to my hearts endleſle griete} 
how thou waſteſt and conſumeſt thy deſires, ro delight them with a 
ſtrange woman, like a moſt vile and wicked man as thou art, With 
whom doeſt thou now imaginethy felfe to be? Thou art with her,vhom 
thou halt long time deluded by falſe blandiſhments, feigning to aff. & 
her, when thou daateſt in thy defires elfe-where, 1 am thine owne 
Catulla, and not the wife of Riccrardo, trayterous and vnfaithtull man, 
as thou art, Iam ſurethou knoweſt my voyce, and I thinke it a thous 
ſand yeeres, vntill wee may ſee each other inthelight, ro doe thee ſuch 
diſhonour as thou iuſtly deſcrueſt, dogged, diſdaintull, and villainovs 
wreech. By conceluingto hauc. another woman in thy wanton embra- 
ces, thou haſt declared more iouiall diſpoſition, and d-monſtrations of 
farre greater kindneſlc, then damelticke familiarity. At home thou 
lookelt ſower, ſullen ar ſurly, ofren froward, andſcldome well pleaſcd. 
But the beſt is, whereas thou intendeſt this husbandric for another mans 
ground, thou haſt (againſt thy will) beſtowed it on thine owne, and rhe 
water hath runne a contrary courſe, quite from the current where thou | 
meaatlt it, | 

WWhar anſwer canit thou make, deuill, and no man 2 Vhat, have | 
my worgs lmnittenthee dumbe +:;/Thou mayeſt(with ſhame enough)hold 
thy peace, for with the tace ofa man, and loue of an husband to his wife, 
thou art not able to makeany an{were. 

K:cc:4ra0 durſt not ſpeake one word, but ſtill expreſſed his affable be. 
bauiour towards her, beſtowing infinite embraces and kiſſes on her: 
which ſo muchthe more augmented her rage and anger, continuing on 
her chiding thus. If by theſe flatterics and idle follies, thou hopeſt ro. 
comtort or pacifie me, thourunneſt quite by as from thy reckoning z for 
] ſhall neuer imagine my ſelte halte ſatisfied, vntill in the preſence of 
my parents, friends, andncighbours, I hauc reucaled thy baſe behaui- 

our. Tcl] mee, treacherous man, am not I as faire, as the wife of Rite" 
crargo © Am1T not as gooda Gentlewoman borne, as ſhee is 5 What 
caaſt thou more reſpe& in her, they is inmee * Villaine, monſter, why 
doclt thou not anſwere mce ? I will ſend to Riceiarae, Who loueth mee 


beyond 


- 
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beyoad all other women ia Naples;and yer could never vaunt, tharl gaue CORY 


him ſo much asa friendly looke 8 he ſhall know, what a diſhonour 
bad(t intended rowards him ; which both he and his friends will revenge 
ſoundly ypon thee, T7 03 0017 RUIN 217 nn: 
The cxclamations ofthe Lady were {o tedious and irkſome,that Rxccs. 
ardo percciuing,if ſhte continued longer in theſe complaines; 


| worſe would 
caſue thereon, then could bee cafaly remedied 5 \refolued tomake himſclfe 


knowne vnto her, toreclaime her qut of this vialent | 
her ſomewhat ſtrictly, to prevent her cſcapingfrom him-efaid. Madam, 
affli& your ſelte no further, for, what I could-not obtaine by ſimply lo- 
uving you,ſubtilty hath better taught me,and Iam your Rfociarde : which 
| ſhehearing, and perfectly knowing him by hjs'voyce ; thee would haue 
leapt out of the Bath, but ſhee could not, and to auoyde her crying our, 
he layde his hand on her mouth, ſaying. Lady,what is done; cannot now 
be vadone, albeit you cried out all your liferime, If your exclaime, on 
make this knowne openiy by any meanes z two vnauoydable dangers 
muſt necdes enſue thereon. 'The one (which you ought more carctully 
toreſpeRgis che wounding of your good renowne and honour, becauſe, 
when you ſhall. ſay, that by treacherie 1 drew you hither : 1 will boldly 
maiataine-the contrary, auouching, that hauing corrupted you with 
gold, andrur givicg you ſo muchas couctoully you defired ; you grew 
off nd--4, ane. 1-ceon maderthe out-cry, and you are not to lcarne, that 
the wo. ld ic nvre cafily induced to belecue the worlt, then any good- 
neſle, be ir acuer ſo manifeſt. Next vato this, mortall hatred mult ariſe 
betwe ene your husband and mee, and(perhaps) I ſhall as ſoone kill him, 
25 heme ; whercby you can hardly liue inany true contentment after, 
Wherefore, ioy ot my life, doe not in one moment, both ſhame your 
ſelfe, and cauſe ſuch perill berweene your husband and me : for you are 
20r the firſt, neither can bethe laſt, that ſhall bz deceived. I haue no t be- 
guiled you, totake any honour from you, but onely declared, the faith- 
tull affe&ion I beare you, and ſo ſhall doc for cuer, as being your boun- 
den and moſt obedient ſcruant; and as it isalonz time agoe, fince I de- 
dicated my ſelfe and all mine to your ſeruice, fo, hence-forth muſt I re- 
maine for euer. You arc wiſe enough (I know) in all other chings ; then 
ſhew your ſclte not to be lilly or fimple in this, 

Kicciardevttered theſe words, teares ſtreaming aboundantly downe 
hischeckes, and Madame Catulls (all the while) likewiſe ſhowred forth 
her ſorrowes equally to his, now, although ſhe was excecdingly troubled 
in mind, and ſaw what her owne icalous folly had now brought herto, 
a ſhame beyondall other whatſocuer : in the middeſt of her tormenting 
paſſions, ſhee conſidered on the words of Riceiardogtound good reaſon in 
them, in regard of the vnauoydable cuils, whercupon ſhee thus ſpake. 
Ricciardo, I know not how to bearethe horrible iniuric, and notorious 
ereaſon vied by thee againſt me, grace and goodneſſe hauing (o forſaken 
me, to let me fall in ſo fouleamanner. Nor becommeth it me,to male 
any noyſe or out-cry heere, whercto fimplicity, or rather deuilliſh ica- 
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louge, did conduct me. Bur certaine I'am of one thing, that L ſhall never 


ſce any one joyful day,till {by one meanes or other I bee reuenged on 


thee. 'Thou haſt olurre@thy defire wirh thy diſgrace, let me therefore go 


from thee, neuer moretolooke vpon my wronged husband, or let any 
neſt woman ever feemy face. 

No piricinimgeboencemiry of her perplexed minde, vled all 
manly and mitdeper{waſrons, which poſhbly he could deyuife to doe,to 
turne the torrentofthis high ride, to calmer courſe ;as by outward ſhew 
ſhre made appearance of, vntill [in frightfoll feares ſhunning euery one 
ſhee met withall, as arguments of her guiltineſſe ) ſhee recouered her 
owne houſe,where remorſe ſo tortured her diſtreſſed ſoule,thar ſhee fell 
into ſo fierce a melancholy, -asneuer left her till ſhee died, *Vpon the re- 
port whereof, Ricciardo becomming likewiſe a widdower, anderieuing 
extraordinanily for his haynous tranſgreſſion, penitently betooke him- 
{c]te to live ina wildernefle, where (not long after) he ended his dayes. 


Theobaldo Eliſei þhauing receiued an vukinde repuiſe by his beloued departed 
from Florence, and returning thither (a long while after) mm the ha- 
but of a Pilprime;, he ſpake with her, and made his wrongs knonne vnte 
h:r. He delinered her Father from the danger of death, becauſe it was 
proued, that he had ſlaine Theobaldo : he made peace with hy brethren. 
and in the end,wiſely entoyed hu hearts defare. 

The ſeauenth Nouell. 


Wherem # ſignified the power of Lyue, and the diuer ſit 'y of dancers wherein- 
ro men may aayly fall, 


O ceaſed Firmmetts hor dil- nn | a—_ 

courſe, being generally com- | 
mended, when the Queene, roWGY GEARY 
preuent the lofle of time, com- FFI SMILE SENS NR. 
manded - {za to follw next, I 
who thus began. Ir liketh me beſt 
( gracious Ladies) ro return* 
home againe to our owne Ciry.| 
Which tt pleaſed the former ewol WARE 4 
oiſcourſers to part from : And]! 34 
there | will ſhew you, how a Ci-|| 
tizenot ours, recourr2dthe kind- 
neſſe of his Loue, after hee had; 
loſt it. 

Sometime there dwelt in F/-- 


rence 2 young Gentleman, named {CSE 
Theobaldo Eliſei, deſcended of aA 


noble Houſe, who became car [8 SS 


neltly ena dofa WW! = == SZ -v | 
mans. $4 moe 0 a Widdow, called Hermelina,the davghter to 4/42. 
"414ino Palermini , well dc; ruing, for his vertnes 2nd commendath 


qualt. 
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qualities, to cnioy ot her-whatlocucr he covld defire, Secretly they were 
elpouſed together, but Fortune, the enemy to Louers ic licities, oppoſed 
her malice againſt them, in depriving Theoba/do of rhoſe deere delights, 
which ſometime he held in free poſſeflion, and making himas aſtranger 
ro her gracious fauours, Now grew ſhee contempribly co deſpiſe him, 
not onely denyingto heare any meſſage ſent from hin, but {corniog alſo 
ro vouchſafe ſo much as a ſight of him, cauſing in him extreme gricfe and 
melancholy, yet canccalling all her vokindaefſe ſo wilely to himſelte, as 
no one could vnderſtand the reaſon of his ſadnefſle; | 

Afﬀecr he had labourcd by all hopefull courſes, ro obraine: that'fauour 
of her, which he had formerly lofi, without any offence in him,as his in- 
nocent ſoule truly witneſſed withhim, and ſaw that all his further endca« 
uours were fruitleſle and in vaine ; bc concluded to retreatehimſclfe from 
the World, andnot to be any longer irke{ome in hereye, that wasthe 
onely occaſion of his vahappineſle, + Hereupon, - ſtoting himſelfe with 
ſuch ſummes of money, as ſuddenly! he could colle& together; ſecretly be 
departed trom Florence, without ſpeaking any word to his friends or kin- 
dred ; except one kinde companion of his,whom heacquainted with moſt 
of his ſecrers,and ſo trauelled to Ancona, where he termed himfclfe by the 
name of Sandoloſcio. Repairing to a wealthy Merchant there, he placed 
himfelfc as hisſeruant, and went in a Ship of his with himto Cypras z his 
aRions and bchauiour proucd lo pleaſing to the Merchant, as not oncly 
he allowed him very ſufficient wages, vut alſo grew into ſuch aſlociatiun 
with him, as he gaue the moſt of hisaffaires into his hands, which he gui- 
ded with ſuch honeſt and diſcrecte care; that hec himſclfe- (in few yecres 
compaſle) proucd to be a rich Merchant,and of famous report. 

While matters went on inthis ſucccſſetull manner, although he could 
not chuſe, but ill he remembred his cruell Miſtreſſe, and was yery del- 
pcrately tranſported for her loue, as coucting(aboue all things elſe) to fee 
her once more;yet was he of ſuch powcrtullconſtancy,as 7. whole yeeres 
together, he vanquiſhed all thoſe, tiexce.conflits. ; But on a day chanced 
he heard a ſong ſung in Cyprus, which he himſclfe had formerly made, in 
honour of the loue he bare; to his. Miſtreſſe; and what delight heconcet- 
ued,by bcing dayly in her preſencegwhereby he gathered, that it was im- 
poſlible for him to forget her,and proceeded on fo defirouſly, as he could 
not live, except he-had a ſivht of her ohce more, and; therefore Uetermi- 

_ aced on hisreturnero Florence, Hauing (et all his affaires in due order,ac- 
companicd with a ſeruanc of his oncly, he paſſed to Ancona, where when 
he was arriucd, he ſent his Mcrchandiſces to Florence,in name of the Mer- 
chant of Ancona, who was his eſpeciall friend 3nd partner; trauayling him+ 


{elfe alone with his ſeruant, inthe habite of a Pilgrime, as it he had becne 

newly returned from /eruſalen:. | | 

Being come to Florence, he went toanTnne kept by two brethren, 

g*erc ncighbours to the diyelling of bis Miſtreſſe, and the firſt rhing he 

did, was paſling by her door, to getafight of hcr.if he were ſo happic. 

But he found the windowes, doores, andall parts of the houſe faſt thut 
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vp, whereby he ſuſpectee her ro be dead, orejſero be changed trom het 
dwelling: wherefore (much perplexed in minde} he went onto the ewo 
brothers Inne, finding foure perſons ſtanding at the gate, attired in mour- 
ning, whereat he marucllcd not alutlez knowing himſelte to be ſo tranſ- 
figured, both in body and habite, farrc from the manner of common vie 
at his parting thence, as ic was a difficult matrer ro know him . he ſtept 
boldly toa Shooe-makers ſhop neere agioyning, and demanced the rea» 
fon of their wearing mourning. The Shooc-maker made anl wer thus; Sir, 
thoſe men are clad in mourning, becauſe a brother of theirs, being na- 
med Theobaldo( who hath beene abſent hence a long while)about ſome hit- 
reene dayes ſince was ſlaine. And they having heard, by proofe made in 
the Court of Iuſtice, that one A/dobrandins Palermini (who is kept cloſe 
priſoner) was the murtherer of him, as he catne in a diſguiſed habitc to his 
daughter, of whom he was molt affectionately cnamoured, cannotchule, 
but let the World know by their outward habits, the inward affliction of 
their hearts, for a deede ſo diſhonourably committed, 

Theobald wondered preatly hereat, imagining, that ſome man belike : c- 
ſembling himin ſhape, might be ſlaine in this manner, and by A/dovran- 
dino, tor whoſe misforrunc he gtieued maruellouſly. As concerning his 
Miſtreſſe, he vaderſtood that ſhee was liuing, and in good health ; and 
night drawing on apace, he wentto his lodging, within finite moleſtari- 
ons in his minde, where after ſupper, he was lodged in a Corn:-lofr with 
his man, Now by reaſon of many diſturbingimaginations, which incef- 
ſancly wheeled abour his braine, his-bedalſo being none of the beſt, and 
his ſupper (perhaps) lomewhar of the courſeſt , a great part of the night 
was ſpent, yet could he notcloſe hiseyes together. Bur lying ſtill broade 
awake, about the dead time of night, he heard the treading of diuers per» 
{ons ouer his head, whodiſcended downe a paire of ſtayres by his Cham- 
b*r, into the lower parts of the houſe, carrying alight wichthemm, which 
he dilcerned by the chinkes and crannies in the wall, Stepping ſoftly out 
of his bed, roſee what the meaning hereof might be, he cloied a faire 
youmg woman, who catticd alight in her hand, and three men in her 
company, deſcending downe the ſtaytcs together, one of them ſpeaking 
thus to the young woman. Now we may boldly warrant our ſattey,be- 
caule we have heardit aſſuredly, thatthe death of Theobaldo Eliſei, hath 
beene ſufficiently approued by the Brethren, againſt Alachrandine Paley- 
1111, and he hath confeſſed the fat ; whereupon the ſentence it already 
let downe in writing. But yet it bchooucth vs notwithſtanding, to con» 
ceale it very ſecretly, becauſe if euer hercatter it ſhould be knowne, that 
weare they who murthered him, we ſhall bein the ſame danger, as now 
Aldobrand:ino is. 

When Theebaldo had heard theſe words, hee bevan to conſider with 
nmſelte, how many and preat the dangers are, wherewith mens minds 
my dayly be moleſted. Firſt,he thought on his ownebrethren in their 
forrow, and buried a ſtranger inſteed of him, acculing «fterward(by falſe 
Opinion, and vpon the teſtimony of as falſe witneſſes) a man mot info» 


cent, 
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cent, making him rcady for the ſtroke of death. Nextyhe made a ſtri& ob- 
ſcruationin his ſoule, concerning the blinded ſeuerity of Law, and the 
Miniſtcrs thereto belonging, who pretending a diligent and carefull in- 
quiſition fortruth, doe oftentimes(by their tortures and torments) heare 
les auouched (onely for caſe of painc) inthe place of a true confeſſion, 
yet thinking themſclues(by doing fo) to bethe Miniſters of *God and Iu- 
ſtice, whereas indeede they arethe Diuels executioners of his wicked- 
nefſe. Laſtly,conuerting his choughts ro A/debrandino, the imagined mur- 
therer of a man yet living, infinite cares beleagured his ſoule, in deuifing 

what might beſt be done for his deliucrance. 
 Soſoone as hewas riſeninthe morning, leauing his ſcruant behinde 
him in his lodging,he went (when he thought it fittime) all alone roward 
the houſe of his Miſtrefſe, where finding by: good fortune the gate o- 
pen, heentred into a ſmall Parlour beneath, and where he faw his Mi- 
ſtrefſe ſitting on the ground, wringing her hands, and wotully weeping, 
which(inmeere compathon) moued him to weepe likewiſe , and going 
{omewhat neere her, he ſaide. Madame, torment your {elfe no more, for 
your peace is not farre off trom you. The Gentlewoman hearing bim 
lay ſo, lifred vp her head, and in teares ſpake thus. Good man, thou ſee» 
meſt to meto be aPilerime ſtranger, what doeſt chouknow, either con, 
ccrning my peace, or mine affliction? Madame(replied the Pilgrime) I 
am of Conſtantinople, and (doubtlefſe) am conducted hither by the hand 
of Heauenoconuert your tearcs into. reioycing, and to deliver your Fa- 
ther ſrom death. How is this ? anſwered {hee : It thou be of Conſtantine- 
p!e, and art bur now arriued here ; doeftthou know who weare, cither I, 

or my Father 2 

The Pilgrime diſcourſed to her, even from the one end tothe other,the 
hiſtory of hcr husvands ſad diſaſters, telling her, how many yeeres fince 
ine was cſpouſed to him, and many other Important matters which well 
| ſhec knew, and was greatly amazed therear, thinking him verily tobe a 
Prophet, and kneeling at his feere, entreated him very earneſtly, rhat if 
he were come to deliver her Father A4/dobrandino trom death, to doe it 
{pecdily,becauſe the time was very ſhort. The Pilgrime appearing to be 
a man of great holineſſe,ſaide. Riſe vp Madame, refraine from weeping, 
and obſerue attentiuely what I ſhall ſay , yet with this caution, that you 
neuer reueale it to any perſon whatſocuer, This tribulation whereinto 
you ate falne,(as by reuclation I am faithfully informed) is for a gricuous 
linge by you heretofore committed, whereof divine mercy is willing to 
| purge yov, and to make a perfet amends by a ſenſible tecling of this af- 
flition ; as ſecking your ſound andabſolute recouecry, leaſt you fall into 
| farre greater danger then betore, Good man (quoth ſhee) Tam burthe- 
ned with many (7 nnes, and doc not know for which any amends ſhould 
be made by me;any oneflooner then other : whereforc it you haue intel- 
ligence thereof, for charities ſakerell it me, and I will doe fo much as 
lieth inme, co make a full ſatisfaRionfor it. Madame, anſwered the Pil- 
grime; I know well enongh what it is,and will demand it no more of you, 
y 3 to 
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_ : further knowledpe thereof, then I baue already : but be- 
_ 31 rentaling your ſrlke, it may touch you with che-more truc 
compunRtion ofloule z let vs goc to the point indeece, 2ndrell mee, doe 
you remember, that at any time you were marricd to an Husband, 

hs the hearing of theſe words, (hee breathed foorth a very vehemnent 

Ggh,and was ſtricken with admiration at this queſtion, belecuingthar not 

any one had knowledgethcreof. Howbcir,fince the day of the ſuppoſed 

Theobaldaes buriall, ſuch arumour ran abroade, by meanes of ſome ſpee- 

ches, raſhly diſperſed by a friend of Theoba/does, who(indeede)knew it; 

whereupon ſhee returned him this anſwer. It appearcth to me (good 
man) that diuine ordinativation hath revealed vnto you allthe ſecrets of 
men ; and therefore Iam determined, notto conceale any of mine from 
you. Truciris, that in my younger yeeres, being [fra widdow,l — 
aff:&cd an vnfortunate young Gentleman, who (in ſecret) was my Huf- 

band, and whoſcjdeathis impoſed on my Father. The death of him I 

haue the more bemoaned, becauſe (in reaſon) it did neerely concerne 

me, by {hewing my ſelfe ſo ſauage and rigorous ro him before his depar- 
ture : neuertheleſſe,Jet me aſſure you Sir,that neither his parting, long ab- 
ſence from me, or his vntimely death, neuer had the power to bereaue 

my heart of his remembrance. |. R 

Madame, ſaidethe Pilgrime, the vnfortinate young Gentleman thar 
is laine, didneuer loue you; but ſurc Iam, that Theoba/do Eliſe; loued 
you deerely. Buttell me, what was the occaſion whereby you concei- 
uedſuch harred againſt him ? Did heart any time offend you £ No tru« 
ly Sir, quoth ſhee; but the reaſon of my anger rowards him, was by 
the words and threitnings of a religious Father, to whom once T rc- 
uealed (vnder contefhon) how faithtully I affefted him, and whar pri- 
uare familiarity had paſſed berweene vs. VWhen inſtantly he vſed ſuch 
dreadtfull threatnings ro me,and which (cuen yet) doe afflit my ſoule, 
that I did not abſtaine, and vtterly refuſe him, the Diuell would ferch 
me quicke ro Hell, andcaſt me inrothe botrome of his quenchleſle and 
everlaſting fire. | | 

Theſe menaces were ſo prevailing with me, as I refuſed all further con- 
ucrſation with Theoba/do, 1n which regard, l would receiue neither letrers 
or meſſages from him. Howbeit, Iam perſwaded, thatif he had conti- 
nued here ſtil], and nor departed hence in ſuch deſperate manner as hee 

did, fering him melt and conſumedayly away, euen as Snow by power 

of the Sunne-beames 2 my auſtere deliberation had beene long agoc 

quite altered, becauſe not at any time (ſince then) life hath allowed 
wy one merry day, neither did I, or cuer can loue any man like vnto 
lim. | 

Ac theſe wordesthe Pilgrime fighed, and then proceeded on againe 

thus. Surely Madame,this one onely fin,may iuſtly corment you, becauſe 

I know fora certainty.that The neuer offered you any iniury, fince 

the day hee firſt became enamoured: of you ; and what grace or fauour 
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you affoorded him, was your owne yoluntary gift, and (asherooke ir)rio 
moxc then in modeſty right wellbecame you ; fot hee: loving you firſt 
you had becne moſt cruell and vnkinde, if you ſhould nor haue required 
him with the like affection. If then ke continued ſoiuſt andloyall toyou, 
as (of mine owne knowledge)] am able to ſay he did ; what ſhould moue 
you torcpulſe him ſorudely f Such matrers ought well to bee conſidered 
on before hand ; for if youdid imagine, that you ſhould repent it as an 
aftion ill done, yet you could nordocit, becauſe as hee became yours, 
ſo were you likewile onely his ; and he being yours, you mighr:diſpoſe of 
him at your pleaſure, as being truely obliged to none but you. How 
could you then with-draw your ſelfe trom him, being onely his;andnot 
commit moſt manitelt thetr, a farre vatittipg thing for you rodoe,cxcept 
you had gone with his conſent, | 
Now Madame, let me further giue youto vnderſtand, that Iamareli- 
gious perſon, anda pilgrime, and therefore am well acquainted with all 
the courſes of their dealing , if therefore T ſpeake ſomewhat more amply 
of them, and tor your good, it cannor be ſo valeemingtor mee to doe ir, 
aSit would appcare vgly in another. In which reſpect, I will ſpeake the 
more freelyroyoy, tothe ende; that you may take berter knowledge of 
them, then(as it ſcemeth)hicherto yourhaue done. In formerpaſled rimes 
ſuch as protefled Religion, were learned and moſt h»ly perſons; ' but our 
religious profeſſours now adaycs, and {uch as couerto bee ſd eſteemed , 
hauc no matter at all of Religion inthembur onely the ourward ſhew and 
habite. Which yer is no true badge of Religion neither, becauſe ir was or- 
dained by 1cligious inſtitutions, rhattheir garments ſhould bee made of 
narrow, plaine,and courſcſt ſpan cloth; tomakea publike manifeſtation 
tothe world, that (in mecre deuotion, and religions diſpofition)by wrap- 
ping their bodies in ſuch baſe clothing, | they condemned and deſpiſed all 
tcmporall occaſions. But now adaies they make thera large, deepe, gli- 
ſtcring, and of the fineſt cloth or ſtuftesro bee gatren, reducing thoſe ha- 
bitcs to ſo praude and pontificall a torme, that they walke Peacock-like, 
ruitling, and ſtrouting with them in the Churches; yea,and in open pub: 
like places, as if they were ordinary ſccular. perſons, ' ro haue rhetr pride 
more notoriouſly obſeraed, And asthe Anglerbeſtowerh his beſt cyn- 
ning, with one line and baite to carch many fiſhes ar ane ſtrikezeuen ſo do 
thele counterfeired habit-mongers,: by their diſſembling and/ crafry deas 
ling, beguile many credulous widdowes:fimplewomen, yea;and men of 
weake capacity,to credit wharſocuct'they doc orfay;andhereinthey doe 
wy ea pry Sad? aero ar ff1100 
-:Andto the end;that my ſpeeches may nor ' of any vnrruth againſt 
epi : theſe men which ſpeake of, have nor anyhabite ar ajt of religions 
mfg,but ongly the colour qt cher garments, and whereas they'in times 
paſt, deſired gorhing more then theſaluation of racers ſovles theſe freſher 
wyttd fellawes court after women & wmealch,andemploy albtheir paines 
bythejr whiſpering confrions, aniddigeres of painred fearetull examples, 
19 4high: andrembcvakeied and menke conſcences, by homible <4 
. | 3 > 
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. yeradding perſwaſion withal}, thattheirfinnes 
may be purged by Almes-deedes and Maſſes. To the end, that fuch as 
credit the in theſe their dayly courſes, be | Seve more by appa- 
rance ofdcuotion, then any true compunRion of heart, to eſcape ſcuere 
s by them cnioyned : may fome of them bring bread, others 
wine, others coyne, all of them marter of commoditic and benefit, and 
ſimply ſay theſe gifts are for the ſoules of their good friends deceaſed $4 
I make not any doubt, but almes-deedes and prayers, are very migh- 
ty; and prevailing meanes, to appeaſe heauens anger forſome fiones_. 
committed , bur if ſuch as beſtow rhem,did either ſee or know,to whom 
they giue them : they would more warily keepe them, or elſe caſt them 
before Swine, in regardthey are altogether ſo vnworthy ofthem, But 
come we now to the cafe of your ghoſtly father, crying out :n your care, 
thar ſecret mariage was a moſt greenous inne + Isnot the breach thereof 
farregreater ? Familiar conuerfation betweene man and woman, is 2 con- 
cefſion meercly naturall : but torob, Lill, or banithany one,proccedeth 
from the mindes malignity. Thatthou did rob Theobalao,your fclfe hath 
alrcady ſufficiently witnefled, by taking that from him, which with free 
conſent in mariage you gaue him. Next I muſt ſay,that by all the power 
remaining inyou,yon kild him,becauſe you would not permit him to re- 
maine withyou, declaring your lelfe in the very height of _ that 
hee might deſtroy his life by his owne hands. Jn which caſe the Law re- 
uireth, that whoſoever is the occaſion of an ill at committed, hee or 
isas deepein the faule, as the party that did ir. Now concerning his 
baniſhment,and wandring ſeauen yeeresin exile thorow the world , you 
cannot denic, but that you were the onely occaſion thereof. In all which 
three ſcuerall ations, farre more capitally have you offended ; then by 
contrating of mariage in ſuchclandeſtine manner. 
Bur let vs ſee, whether Theobal/ae deſcrued all theſe ſeyerall caſtigati- 
ons, or not. In tructh he did nor, your ſelfc haue confeſſed (beſide that 
which I know) that hee loued you more dcerely therrhimſclte, and no-« 
thing could be more honoured, magnified and exalted, then dayly you 
were by him, aboue all other women whatſocuer, When hee came in 
any place, where honeſtly, and withone ſuſpirion hee might ſpeake to 
you : all his honour, and all his liberty, lay wholly committed into your 
power. Was heenotanoble young Gentleman? Was he (among all 
thoſe parts that moſt adorne a man, andappertaine tothe very choyceſt 
reſpect) inferiour to any one of beſt meritin your Citie £ I know that 
youcannot make deniall to any ofthele demands. How could you then 
by the perſwaſion ofa beaſt, a foole, a villaine, yea, a vagabond, enuying 
both his happineſſe and yours, enter into ſocruell a minde againſt him? i 
| know not what error miſguideth women, in ſcorning and deſpiſitip | 
their husbands : butif they centred into a better cnaſidermtion, vnder- 
ſtanding truely what they are, and what nobility of nature God hath en- 
ducd man withall, farre aboue all other creatures ; ir would bee their 
higheſt title of glory, when they are ſo precioully eſteemed of _— 
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ſo dearely affected by them, and ſogladly embraced in alltheirbeſt ab 


es. | f 
This is ſogreara finne, as the divine TIuſtice (which in an Bal- 
lance bringerh all operationsto their full effeR)did nor purpoſe to leaue 
vnpuniſhed ; butas youenforced againſt all reaſon, to rake away Thes- 
baldo from your ſelfe : euen ſo your father A/dobrandzne, withour any oe. 
cafion giuen by Theobalab,isin peril of his life,and youapartaker of his 


tribulation. Our of which if you delireto be delivered, it is very conuc- 


nient that you promiſe one thing which I ſhall tell you, and may much 
berter be by you performed. Namely,thart if Theobs/do do returne from 
his long baniſhmear,you ſhall reſtore him to your loue, grace, and 
acceptacion z accounting him inthe ſelfe-ſame degree of tauour and pri- 
uate entertainment,as he was at the firſt, before your wicked ghoſtly fa- 
ther ſo helliſhly incenſ(cd you againſt him. 

When the Pilgrim had finiſhed his ſpeeches, the Gentlewoman who 
had liſtned to them very attentmuely (becauſe all the alledged reaſons ap- 
pcared to be plainly true)became verily perſwaded,thart all theſe affliRi- 
ons had falne on her and her father, for the ingratefull offence by her 
commitred, and therefore thus replied. Worthy man, and the friend to 
200dnefle, know vndoubtedly, that the words which you haue ſpoken 
are true, andalfo I ynderſtand by your demonſtration, what manner of 
people ſome of thoſe religious perſons are, whom herctofore I have re- 
putcd tobe Saints,but find them now to be far otherwiſe And to ſpeake 
truly, I percciue the fault to be great and greeuous, wherein Thave offen- 
ded againſt Theoba/ao,8: would (if I could) willingly make atnends, euen 
in ſuch manner as you haue aduiſed. But how is it poſſible to be done ? 
Theobaldo being dead, can be more recalled to this life;z and therefore, I 
know not what promiſe I ſhould make, in a matter which is not to bee 
performed, Vhercto the Pilgrime withour any longer pauſing,thus an- 
ſwered. 

Madam. by ſuch revelations as haue beene ſhewne to me, Iknow fot 
2 certainety, that Theobalds is not dead, but living, in healch,and in good 
eſtate, if he had the fruition of your grace and fauour. Take heede whar 
you lay Sir (quoth the Gentlewoman) for I ſaw him lye ſlain before my 
doore, his bodice hauing received many wounds, which I folded in mine 
armcs$,and waſhed his face with my briniſh teares; whereby(perbaps)the 
ſcandall aroſe, that flew-abroad to my diſgrace. Belecue me Madam,re- 
plyed the Pilgrim)ſay what you will, I dare aſſure you that Theobalas is 

wing, and if youdare make promiſe, concerning what hath bin former- 
| Ars rs wy keepe itinuiolably, I make no doubt, but you pour ſelfe 
by 


ortly ſee him. I promile ir(quoth ſhe)and binde my ſelferherers 
afacred oath,to keepe it fairhfully : for neuer could any thing happen 
to yceld meithe like contentment, as to ſee my Father free from danger, 
and Theobaldsliuing. 
Ar this inſtant Theobald thought it to be a very a 
to diſcloſe himſclfe, and ro comfort the Lady, wi 
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—bopt, for the deliueranceof her Fathcr, wheretore he ſaid : Ladieo the 
end that I may comfort you infallibly in this dangerous perill of your fa- 
thers life, I am ro make knowne an eſpecial ſecrer to you, which you are 
to keepe carefully(as you tender your ownelite/from cuer being revea- 
led tothe world. They were then ina place of ſufficient privacie,and by 
them(elues, becauſe ſhe repoled great confidence iuthe Pilgrims ſanctity 
of life,as thinking him none otherthen he {cemed to be. Theobalaotooke 
out of his Purſe a Ring,which ſhe gaue him the laſtnight of their conuer- 
fing togerher,and he had kept with no meane care:and [hewing ittoher, 
ſaid; Do you know this Ring Madam? So ſoone as ſhe ſaw it, immediatly 
ſhe knew it,and anſwered, Yes Sir, I know the Ring, and confelle that 
heretofore I gaue it to Theoba/ao, | | 

Heereupon the Pilgrime ſtood vp, and ſodainly putting off his poore 
linnen Erock, and the Hocd from his head,viing bus Florentine tongue, 
he ſaid; Tell me Madam, do you not know me > When ſhe had aduiſed- 
ly beheld him,and knew him indeed to be Theebalae,.the was ſtricken in« 
to a wonderfall aſtoniſhment, being as teartull of him, as ſhe was of the 
dead obdy which ſhe ſaw lying in the ſtreet, And I dare affure you, thar 
ſhe durſt not go neere him, to reſpect him as Theobalads lately 'come from 
Cyprus, but (interror)ficd away from him; as if Theova/do had bin new] 
riſen out of his grauc,and came thither purpoſely to affright her; where-- 
fore he ſaid. Be not aftraid Madam, I am your Theobalde,in health, aliue, 
and neuer as ycrdied,neither haue I receiued any wounds to kill mee, as 
youand my brethren had formerly unagined. 

Some berter aſſurance getting poſleſion of her, as knowing him per- 
fe&tly by his voice, and looking more ſtcdfaſtly on his face, which con- 
ſtantly auouched him to be 7 heobaav ; the teares trickling amaine downe 
her faire checkes, thee ran to embrace him, caſting her armes about his | 
necke,and kiſhng him a thouſand times, ſaying ; Theoba/ao, my faithfull ; 
husband,nothing in the world can be ſo we!com to me. Theebalds hauing | 
moſt kindly kiſſed and embraced her,ſaid; Sweet wite.time wil not now | 
allow vs thoſe ceremonious courtelies,which/indeed)ſo long aſcparati- | 
vn do iuſtly challenges for I muſt about a more weighty bulines, to hauc | 
your Father ſafely delivered, which 1 hope to do before ro morow night 

when you ſhall heare tydings to your better contentment. And queſti- 

onkcſle,if i (peed no worle then my good hope perfwaderh me,l willſee 
you againc to night,and acquaint youat berter leylure,in ſuch thingsas 

I cannot do now atthispreſent, 7; = 

oo putting on his Pilgrimes habir gaine, kifiing her once more, and 

comforting ber with future good ſucceſſe, he departed from her, going 

whe priſon where Aldovranding lay, whom hee found morc pentiue,' as 
being in hourely expectation ofdearh,then any hope he had tobe freed 
from it. Being brought neerer to him by the priſoners fauour,as ſe:ming 
to be a man come onely to comfort him : ſitting downe by him,thus he 

| * y hum, 

an, Aldobreudine, | am a friend of chine, whom Heauen hath fentro 
doe thee good,in mecre pittic and compaſſion of thine innocency. And 
therefore 
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therefore, if thou wilt grant me one (mall requeſt, whichI am carneſtly 
co C:aue at thy hands, thou ſhalt heare (withour any failing) before to 
ro:row at night, the ſentence of thy free abſolution, whereas now thau 
expecteſt nothing but death; whereunto A/debrendino thus anſwered. 
Friendly man, ſeeing thou art ſo carefull of my ſafety (alchough I know 
thee not, neither doe remember that ere I ſaw thee till now) thou muſt 
needs be ſome eſpeciall kinde friend of mine. And torell thee the truth, 
I ncuer committed the finful deed for which I am condemned to dearh. 
T1uc it is, I haue other heinous andgreeuous fins, which(vndoubredly) 
haue throwne this heauy 1udgement on me,and therefore [ amthe more 
willing to vndergo it, Neuerthelefle,let me thus farre affure thee,thar [ 
would gladly not onely promiſe ſomething which might be to the glo- 
ry of God,if he were pleaſcd in this caſe to haue mercy on me , bur alſo 
would as willingly performe and accompliſh it. Wherefore, demaund 
whatloeuer thou pleaſeſt, tor vnfainedly(ifI eſcape with life)I will tru- 
ly keepe promiſe withthee. 

Sir, replyed the Pilgrime, I deſire nor demand any thing of you, but 
that you would pardon the foure Brethren of Theobalao, that brought 
you to this hard extremity, as thinking youto be guilty of their brothers 
dcath,and that you would al{o accept them as your brethten and friends 
vpon their crauing pardon for what they haue done. Sir,anſwered 4/- 
d:brandino,no man knoweth how {ſweet reuenge is,nor with what heate 
itis to be dcfired,but onely the man who hath bene wronged. Notwith- 
ſtanding, not to hinder any hope;which onely aymethat Heauen,lI free- 
ly forgiue them,and henceforth pardon them for cuer, intending more- 
our, that if mercy giue me lite,and cleere me from this bloody impura- 
tion,to love and re{peR them ſo long as I ſhall live. This antwere was 
moſt picaſtug tothe PiJgrime, and without any further multiplication of 
ſpe-ches, he entreatcd bim to be of good comfort, for he feared nor but 
before the time prefixed, h< ſhould heare certainetydings of his deliue- 
lance, | 

At his departing from him, hee went direQly.to the S7gnor:4,and pre- 
uailed fo farte, that he: ſpake priuately wirh a Knight, who was then ohe 
of the States chiefeſt Lords,ro whom he ſaide. Sir, a man oughtto be- 
ſtow his beſt paines and diligence,that the truth of things ſhould be ap- 
parantly knowne, eſpecially,ſuch menas hold the place & office as you 
doe : tothe end, that thoſe perſons which have commirted no foule of 
fence”, ſhould nor bee puniſhed, bur onely the guilty and baynous rranſ- 
greſſors» And becauſe tt will beno meane honor royou,to lay the blame 
where it woithily deſerueth,T am come hither purpoſely,ro informe yon 
ina caſe of moſt weighty importance. Ir is not vnknowneto you, with 
what rigour the State bath proceeded againſt Aldobrandine Palermint, 
and you think verily he is the man that hath ſhine Theoba/ds EL;ſer,wyher- 
vpon your Law hath condemned hitmto dies Tdare affure you Sir,that a 
very vniuſt courſe hathbeene taken in this caſe, becauſe Aldobrandeno'is 
falſly accuſed,as yoy/your ſelfe will confefle before midnight,when they 
are 
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_ liucred into your power, that were the murderers of the man. 
the honeſt Kaight, who was very ſorrowſull for 4/dobrandino, gladly 
gaue attentionto the Pilgrime, and hauing conferred on many matters, 
rtaining to the fat commited : the two Brethren who were Thes- 
baldees Hoſtes,and their Chamber-maid, vpon good aduice gtuen, were 
apprehended in their firſt ſleep, without any reſiſtance made in their de- 
fence. But when the tortures were ſent for, to vnderſtand truly how the 
caſe went, they would not endure any paine ar all, but each afide by him- 
ſelfe, and then altogether confeſſed openly, that they did the deede;, yer 
not knowing him to be Theobalas Eliſez. And when it was demanded of 
them,ypon what occaſion they did fo foule an at, they anſwered, thar 
they were ſo hatefull againſt the mans life, becauſe he would luxuriouſhie 
haue abuſed one of their wiues, when they both were abſent from their 
owne home, 

When the Pilgrim had heard their voluntary confeſſon, he tooke hi; 
leaue of his Knight, returning ſecretly to the houſe of Madam Hermelna, 
and there(becauſe all her people were in their beds)ſhe carefully awaited 
his return, to heare ſome glad tydings of her father, and ro makea fur- 
ther reconciliation betweene her and Theeba/do, when ſitting downe by 
her,he ſaid : Deare Lovuc,be of good cheere, for (vpon my word)to mot- 
row you ſhall hauc your tather home ſafe, well, and delivered from all 
further danger : and to confirme her the more confidently in his words, 
he declaredat large the whole carriage of the buſtneſſe; Hermelrna being 
wondroufly ioyfull for ewo ſuch ſodaine and fuccefletull accidents to in- 
1Oy her husband aliue and in health, & alſo to haue her father freed from 
{ogreata danger ; kiſſed and embraced him molt affectionately, welcom- 
w_ him lowngly into her bed, whereto fo long time hee had beene a 
ltranger, 2 

No ſooner did bright day appeare, but T heobaldo aroſe, haning ac- 
quainted her with ſuch matters as were tobe done, and once more ear- 
neltly geſtring her, to conceale (as yer) theſe occurrences to her ſelfe. $0 
in his Pilgrims habit, he departed from her houſe, to awaire conuenienc 
opportunity, for attending on the buſincſſe belonging to Aldobrandiry. 
Ar the vſuall houre appointed, the Lords were all ſet in the $7g7iora, & 
had recciued full information, concerning the offence impured ro Alds- 
branaino, (crting himar liberty by publique content, and ſeritencing the 
othcr inalefactors with death, who (within a few dayes after) were be- 
headed inthe place where the murther was committed. Thus A/dobran- 
41n0 being releaſed, to his exceeding comfort, and no ſmall ioy of his 
daughters, kindred,and tricnds, all knowing perfeRly, that this had hap- | 
pened by the Pilgrims mecanes, they conducted him home to Aldobrands- 
»oes houle, where they deſired himtocontinue ſo long as himſelfe plca- 
(cd, vling him with moſt honourable and gracious reipe&, but eſpecially 
Hermelzz4, who knew (better thenthe reſt)on whom the beſtowed her 
liberall tauours,yet conccaling all cloſely to her ſelfe. | 

Aiter two or three dayes were over-palt, in theſe complementall en- 
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rercourlings of kindnefle, Theova/do began to conſider, that it was high 
cime for reconciliation, to be ſolemnely paſt betweene hisbrethren and 
Aldobrawdino, For, they were nor a little amazed at his ſtrange deliuc- 
rance, and went ſikewiſe continually armed, as ſtandingin feare of Alds- 
brandino and his friends ; which made himrhe moreearneſt; for accom- 
pliſbmenc of the promiſe formerly made vntohim . | 4/dobrendins '10- 
uingly replied, that he was ready to make good his word. Wheteupon, 
the Pilgrime provided 2 good!y Banquer, whereat he.purſued to haue 
preſent Aidebranarmo,his Daughter, Kindred, and their wiues.' Burjfirt, 
himſelfe went in perſon,to inuitethem in-peace ro his banquer,vſing ma- 
ny pregnant and forcible reaſons to them,ſuch asare requilite inthe like 
diſcordant caſes. In the end,they were ſo wiſeand prevailing with them 
that they willingly condiſcended,and thonght it no diſparagemetic vnts 
them, for the recouery of A/dabrandinues kindnefſe sp2ine,tocraue par- 
don for their great errot committed, 4 

On the morrow following, about dinner time; the foure brethren of 
Theobalde,attired in their mourning garments, with their wines & frends 
came firſt to the houſe of Aldebrandzno, whopurpolely ſtayed fotthern - 
and hauing laid dowteethcir weapots ontheground, inthe preſence of 
all ſuch as 4/dobrandino had inuited as his wit t offered them- 


ſelues to his mercy, and humbly required pardon of him; for the mattet 
wherein they bad offended him. 4/4obrendino(hedding teares, moſt 1o- 
uingly embraced them,and (to be bricfe) pardoned wharfoeuer injuries 
he had receiued. After this, the ſiſters and wiues, all clad ici mourning; 
courteouſly ſubmitred themſ{clues, and were gracioufly welconmed by 
Madame Hermelina, as alſo diuvers:other Gentlewomen there preſent 
with her, Being all ſeated at the Tables, which were furniſhed with ſuch 
ratities as could be wiſhed for;al things elfe deferued their due commen- 
dation,but onely fad filence,occafioned by the freſh remewbrance of ſo+ 
row, appearing inthe habites of Theobe/aes friends and kindred, which 
the Pilgrim himſelfe platly perceived, ro be'the oncly diſgrace to him 
and his feaſt, Wherefore, as before be had reſolued.when time ſerued 
to purge away this tnelancholly;. hearole from the Table, ' when ſome 
(as yet bad fcarſe begun to cite;and thus ſpake, i' 1799 
Gracious company there is no defect urhis B ormore debats 
it of the hbnour it mightrelfe hane, bur onely the: gonney of Theobalds, 
who hauiug bin continually in your company, it ſcemes you are not wil 
ling torake knowledge of him, and therefore I meane my ſelfe to ſhew 
him. So,vncaſing himſelfe out ofhis Pilgrimes clothes, and ſtanding in 
his Hoſe and Doubler, to their nolittle admiration, they all knew bim, 
yet doubted whether it were he,orno, Which he perceiving, he repeated 
is brethrens and abſent kindreds names, and whar occurrences hapned 
berweene them from time to time, beſide the relation of his owne paſſed 
fortunes, inciting teares in the eyes ofhis brethren,and all elſe there pre- 
ſent,cuery one hugging and embracing him,yea,many befide, who were 
no kin at all ro him, Hermelina onely excepted : which when _—_— 
ins 
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dino ſaw,he ſaid vnto her 3 How now Hermelina ? Why doeit thou not 
wadcome home Theobeldo,ſo kindly as the reſt haue done 7 * 

She making a modeſt courteſic to her Father,and anſwering fo loude 
as cuery one might heate her,ſaid.T here is not any in this aff vers fy 
more willingly would giue bim all expreſſion of a ioyfull welcom home 
and thankefull gratitude for ſuch eſpeciall fauoursreceiued, then in'my 
heart I could affoord to do, bur onely in rcgard of thoſe infamous ſpee- 
chesnoyſed our againſt me,on the day when we wept fot him,who wag 
ſuppoſed to be Thecbaldo, which flander was romy great diſcredit. Gg 
on bold ly, replied A/debrandino, docſt thou think that] regard any ſuch 

raters ? In the procuring of my deliverance,he hath approted them t6 
be manifeſt lyars,albcit I my ſelfe did neuer credit them.Gothen [ com- 
mand 'thee, and let me ſce thee both kitſe and embrace himeShe'who de- 
ſired nothing more, ſhewed her ſelfe not flothfull in obeying ber father 
to do but her duty to her husband. Wherefore being rifen,as all the reſt 
had done, bor yet in farre more cffeuall manner,ſhe declared her ynfais 
ned loue to Theobalde, Theſe bountitullfauours "of Aldebrardimo, were 
joyfully accepted by Theobaldoes brethren as alſoroeuery one there pre- 
ſent, ſothat all former rancour and hatred which had cauſed heavie -ya- 
riances betweene them, was now conuerred tomutuall kindnefle and fo» 
lemne friend(hip on cucry fide. 4 Pl 

When the feaſting dayes were finiſhed,the garments of fad mourning 
were quite laid aſide,and thoſe (becomming ſogenerall a 1oy) pur'on;to 
make cheir hearts and babites ſuteable. Now,concerning the mar flaine, 
and ſuppofid to be Theobelds, hee was one, that inall parts of body,and 
trueneſfe of complexion ſo neerely reſembled him, as Theobalaves owne 
brethren could not diſtinguith the onefrom the other : but hee was of 
Lunigiana, named' Fatinole, and not Theobaido, whom the two Brethren 
Inne-keepers maliced, abouit ſcine idle {uſpition conceived, and having 
ſlaine him Jayde his bodyatithe doore of Aldobranadrne,where by reaſon 
af Theobaldees ablence, it was generally reputed robe hee,and 4/dobran- 
#0 charged to docthe'deede, by vehement perfwaſion of the brethren, 
knowing what louc had paſſed berweene him and his daughter Heraze- 
{ina,But happy was the Pilgrims returne, firſt rohearc thoſe wordsin the 
Iane,the meancsto bring the murtherto light, and then the diſcreet car- 
age ale Pilgrune, yacill be plainly approued himſclfc, ro beetruely 
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Ferando, by drinking a certaine kinde of powder, was buried for dead. And 
by the Avbot, who was enamored of his Wife, was taken out of hs Graue, 
ard put into 4 darkt priſon, where they made him beleeue, that hee was in 
Purcatoric. Afterward, when time came that hce ſhould bee _ to 
life againe : he Was made to keepe 4 childe which the Abbot had get by bs 
Wife. | 


The eight Nouell. 
wherein ts diſplayed the apparant folly of iealoufie : And the ſabtility of ſome re- 
ligious carnal minded men,to beguile filly and {imple maried men, 


V 7Hen the long diſcourſe 
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gi! =. \s 1cld ' tO0 ſhort, becauſe no e&x- 
—_— JIRA ccptions could bee taken againſt 
iy it, comparing the raritie of the 
Mg accidents, and changes toge» 
IN cher : rhe Qurtene turncd to Ma. 

| Idame_ Zawretio, giuing her ſuch a 
manifeſt f1gne, as ſhe knew, tha 
it was her turne to follow nexr, 
Rand therefore ſhee rooke occali. 
— Eg /I on to brgin thus. Faire Ladies, 
= JL [ intend to tcll you. a Tale of 

——= CAA cructh, which (perhaps) in your 

SANTA opinions, will ſeeme to ſound 
Ike a lye: and yetI heard by the 
very laſt relation, that a dead man 
was weptand mournd for, in ſtcd of another bring thenaliue. In which 
reſpe&,l am now to let you know,how a living man was buried for dead, 
and being railed againe, yet not as living, himſclfe, and diuers more beſide, 
did beleene that he came forth of his graue,and adorcd him as a Saint,who 
was the occaſion thereof,and who(as a bad man)d:ſerued 1uſtly to be con- 
demned. 

In Tu/canicchere was ſometime an Abbey, ſcated, as now we ſee com- 
monly they are, ina place not much frequented with people, andrhercof 
a Morke was Abbot, very holy and curious inall things elſe, fave onely 
2 wanton appctite to women : which yer he kept focleanly to himlelte, 
that though ſomedidfuſpett it, yer it was knowne to very tew. It came 
to paſſe,that arich Country Franklin,named Ferando,dwelt as neere neigh. 
bour to the ſaid Abby,he being a man marcriall,of ſimple and grofſevnder- 
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ſtanding, yet he feli1nto great familiarity withthe Abbot zwho made vie of 
this friendly conacrſationto no other end,but for diuers times of recreationy 
when he delighted to ſinile ar his filly and ſortiſh behawour, 
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Nouell 8. TheThird Day, _- 
7 this his priuate trequentation with the Abbor, at laſt he oblcrued, 
4 ds hid a very beweifell woman to his Wife, with whom he 
grew ſo deeply in loue,as he had no other meditations cither by day or 
night, bur how to become acceptable in her fauour. Neuerthel:ſſc,he con- 
cealed his amorous paſſions priuatelyro himſclte, and could plainely per. 
cciue, that although Ferando (in all t: ings elſe) was meerely a ſimple fel- 
low, and more like an Idiot, then of any {cn{ible apprehenſion : yet was 
be wiſe enough in louing his Wife, keeping her cartully out of all com- 
\ 25 one {indcede) very icalous, leaſt any ſhould kilſe ber,but onely 
firaſcife, which droucthe Abbot into deſpaire, for euer attuiniring the iſ- 
ſac of his d-fire. Yct bing ſubrtili, crafty, and cautclous, he wrought ſo 
onthe flexible nature of Ferando, thar hee brought his wife with hiny dj. 
uers dayes tothe Mon.ſterie ; where they walked inthe goodly Garden, 
diſcourfing on the beatirudes of etern1ll life, as alfa the moſt holy deedes 
of ncn = women, long fince departed our of this life, in meruailous ci- 
vill and modeſt manner. Yet all rhicle were but traines to a further integ- 
tion,for the About mult needes be her ghoſtly Farther, and ſhe come to be 
confelled by him ; which the foole Ferands tooke as an clpeciall fauour, 

2nd therefore he gaue his conſent the ſooner. 

Atthe appointed time,whcnthe woman came to confeſſion tothe Ab. 
bot, and was on her knees before him, to his no ſmall contentment, before 
ſhe would ſay any thing elſe, thus ſhe began : Sacred Father, if God had 
not given me ſuch an husband as I haue, or clſc had b:ſtowed on me none 
at all ; I might haue beene ſo happy, by the meancs of your holy dotrine, 
very calily ro haue entred into the way,w hereof you ſpake the other day, 
whicl) leadcth to ercrnall life, But when I conſider with my felte, what 
m1nner of man Ferandois, and thinke vpon his folly withall; I may well 
terme my ſelfe ro be a widow, although I am a maricd wife, becauſe while 
he liucth, I cannot haue any other husband. And yer (as fottiſh as you ſee 
him)hc is{withour any occaſton giuen him) {v extreamely jealous of me;as 
I a:n nor able ro live with him, but only in continuall tribulation and hearts 
priefe. In which reſpeR, before T enter into confeſſion, ] moſt humbly be. 
leech you,that you would vouchfate(in this diſtreſſc)ro afhiſt me with your 
fa:h:rly aduiſe andcounſcll, becauſe, if thereby I cannot attaine roa more 
plcaling kinde of happineſle ; neither confefſion,or any thing cl(e,is ableto 
doe ime any goodat all. 

Theſe words were not a little welcome to my Lord Abbot, becauſe 
(thereby) he halfe aſſured himſelfe, that Fortune had laid open the path 
to his hoped pleaſures. Vhereupon he ſaid. Deare daughter, | make no 

urftion to the contrary, but it muſt needes be an exceeding intelicity, to 
0 faire and goodly a young woman as you are, to be plagucd withlo ſot- 
uſh an husband, brainſick,and, and without the vſe of common vaderſtand- 
iog ; but yet ſubic ro a more helliſh afflition then all theſe, namely ica- 
loulie, and therefore youbeing in this wofull manner tormented, your tri- 
bulations are not only ſo much the more credited. but alſo as 2mply gricucd 
'or,and pitticd, In which hcauy and irklome perturbations, I tee nor 2ny 
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meanes of remedy,but onely one; being a kinde of phyficke/beyond all 
other ) ro cure him of his fooliſh indoalie z which nn Grind ni fami- 
liar to me, becauſe Tknow beſt how ro compound it, alwayes provided, 
that you Can be of ſoſtrong a capacity, as to be ſecret jin what I ſhall ſay 
ynto Yau. © ; 
Good Father (anſwered the Woman ) nener make you any doubt 
thereof, for I would rather cadure death it ſelfe, then diſcloſe any thing 
which you cnioyne me to keepe ſecret : wherefore, I beſecch you Sir to 
rell me, how,and by what meanes it may be done, If (quoththe Abbot) 
you defire to haue him perfeRly cured, of a diſeaſe ſo dangerous and of. 
fenfiue, of neceſiity he muſt be fent into Purgatory. How may that be 
done, {aide the woman, he being aliue « He muſt needs die, anſwered the 
Abbor, for his more ſpeedy pafſagerthither; and when he hath enduredfo 
much puniſhment, as may expiate the quality of his icalouſiezve haue cer- 
taine dceuonmte and zealous prayers, whereby to bring him backe againe 6 
life, in as able manner as euer he was. Whythen, replyed the woman; 1 
muſt remaine inthe ſtare of a Widdow ? Very true, ſaidethe Abbot, tor a 
certainetime,inall which ſpace, you may not (by no meanes) matrie a- 
zine, becauſe rhe heauens will cherewith be highly offended : bur Ferands 
ar returned to life againe, you mult repoſſefſe him as your Husband,but 
neuer to b» jealous any more, Alas Sir (quoth the woman)ſothat he may 
be cured of his wicked iealouſie, and/I no longer liac in ſuch an helliſh im- 
priſonment,do as you pleaſe. | 
Now was the Abbot(well neere onthe higheſt ſtep of his hope, making 
her conſtant promile,to accomplith it : But (quoth he)what thall be my re- 
compence when I haue done it ? Father,ſ:1de (he,whatſocuer you pleaſe to 
aske,if it remaine within the compaſle of my power : but you being ſucha 
vertuous and ſanfified man,andJ a woman of ſo meanc worth or merit , 
what ſufficient recompence can [ be able to make yon ? Whereunto the 
Abbot thus replyed. Faire worgan,you are able to doas much for me, as 
I am for you,b<cautcl doe difpole my tclte,to performe amatter for your 
comfort and con{olation,cuen ſo ought you to be as mindfull of mein any 
ation concerning my life and welfare.” Ia any ſuch mattcr Sir (quoth ſhe) 
depending on your bencht ſo ſtritly, you may ſafely preſume ro com- 
mand ms. You muſt then ({aidetheAbbot)grant me your love, and the 
kinde embracing of your perſon; becauſe ſoviolent are mine affeRions, as 
i pineand confume away daily, till Ienioy the fruition of my deſires, and 
none can helpe mctherein but you. */ lf ns 
When the woman hcard theſe words, as one confounded with' muck 
amazement, thus ſhee replicd. Alas;holy Father What a ſtrange motion 
haue you madeto me'7 1 belceued very tairhfully', that you were noleſſe - 
thea a Saint, and iSirconuenient, that'when filly womcr come to aske 
counſell of ſuch ſanAificd mcn, they-ſhould rerarne them fuch vaficrting 
an{weres © Br not amazed good woman, ſiiderhe Abbot ;arrhe motion 
which I have made vnto-you, -braaufe bolineſſeis norrherebyimpaired a 
iot in me; for it isthe inbabitaac ofrhe foule, the other is animpertectivn 
$015.1% T 2 attending 
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'ne on the body : bur be it wharſoeuer, your beauty hath ſo power- 
EE od on 624 thar entire loue hath compelld me to let you know 
it, And more may you boaſt of your beauty,thenapy thar eucr] beheld 
before, conſidering, it is ſo pleaſing to a ſanQifiedman, that it cat draw 
tm from diuine contemplations, to regard a matte of 1o humble an 
cqualitic, 

Ih me tell you morcouer, woorthy Woman , that ſce me reue- 
renced here as Lord Abbor, yet 1am I but as other men are, and in re- 
eard I am neither aged, nor miſhapen, me thinkes the motionT haue 
made, ſhould be the lefle offenſtue ro you, and therefore the ſooner 
granted, For , allthe while as Ferando remaineth in Puagatory , doe 
you but imagine him to be preſent with you, and your perſwafion will 
the more abſoluecly be confirmed, No man can, or ſhall be privy to 
our cloſe meetings, for 1 carry the ſame holy opinion among all men, 
as you your ſelfe concciued of me, and none dare be ſo ſaucic, as to 
call in queſtion whatſocuer I doe or ſay, becauſe my words are Ora- 
cles, and mine ations morethen halſe miracles ; doe you not then re. 
fuſe lo gracious an offer. Enow there are, who would gladly enioy 
char, whichis francke and freely prelentedro you, and which (if you be 
awiſe Woman) is meerely impoſfhible for you to refuſe, Richly am 
I poſſeſſed of Gold and Tewels, which ſhall be all yours, it you pleaſe in 
fauour to be mine, whereinT will not be gaine-faide, except your ſelfe do 
deny me. 

The Woman hauing her eyes fixed on the ground, knew not well how 
ſhce ſhould denic him ; and yer in plaine words, to {iy ſhee confented, 
ſhee held ttro be ouer-baſe and immodeſt, and ill 'agrecing with her for» 
met reputation : when the Abbot had well noted this attention in her, 
and how filcnt thee Rood without returning any an{were; he accounted 
the conqueſt to be morethen halfe' his owne : ſothat continuing on his 
formall perlwaſtons, hee ncuer ceaſed, but allured her ftil}to belceve 
whatſocuer he faide. And ſhee much aſhamed of his importunity, but 
more of hcr owne flexible yeelding weaknefſe, made anſwere, that ſhee 
would willingly accompliſh his requeſt; which yet ſhcedid notabſolute- 
ly grant, vnull F-rando were firſt feat into Purgatory, And till then 
(quoth the Abbor) I will not vrge any more, becauſe I purpoſe his ſpecdy 
leading thither : but yer, ſo farre lend me your affiſtance, thateither to 
mortow,or elfe the next day, he may come hither once more toconuerſe 
with me, So putting a faire gold Ring on herfinger, they parting till the 
next meeting. | 
- Notalinleioyfull was the Woman of (© richa gift, hoping to en- 
loy a great many morc of them, and returning home to her neighbours, 
acquainted them with wonderfull matters, all concerning the ſanRi. 
monious lite of the Abbot, a meere miracle of mea, and worthy to 
be trulcy termed 2a Saint. Within two dayes after, Ferands wene 
rthe Abbye againe, and ſo ſooneas the Abbot elpyed him ,1 he pre- 
(ently prepared for his ſending of him into Purgatoric, . He neuer was 
| withour 
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without a certaine kinde of drugge, which being beaten into powder, 
would workeſo powerfully vpon the braine, and allthe other vitall ſen- 
ſes, as to entrance them with a deadly fleepe, and depriue them of all 
motion, either in the pulſes, or any other part elſe, euen as if the body 
were dead indeede ; in which operation, it would fo hold and continue 

according to the quantity gtuenand drunke,as it pleaſed the Abbotto or. 
der the matter. This powder or drugge, was ſent him by a great Prince 
ofthe Eſt, and therewith he wrougat wonders vpon his Nouices, ſen- 
ding them into Purgatory when he pleaſed, and by ſuch puniſhmenes as he 
inflicted on them there, made them/like credulous aſſes) beleeue wharſoc. 
ver himſelte liſted. 

So much ofthis powder had the Abbot prouided.as ſhould ſuffice for 
three dayes entrancing, and hauing compou nded it with a very pleaſant 
W ine, calling Fer4740 into his Chamber, theregaue it himto drinke, 
and afterward walked with him about the Cloyſter, in very friendly con- 
ference together, the filly fot neuer dreaming on the treachery intended 
againſt him. Many Monkes beſide were recreating themſclues in the 
Cloyſter, moſt ofthem delightingto bchold the follics of Ferando, on 
whom the potion begannc lo to worke, that he ſlept in walking, nodding 
and reeling as hee went, till at che laſt he fell downe, as if he had bene 
dead. 

The Abbor pretending great admiration at this accident , called: his 
Monkes about him, all labouring by rubbing his templcs, throwing cold 
watcr and vinegar in his face; ro reuiue him againe z alleaging that ſome 
furac or vapour inthe ſtomacke, had thus ouer-awed his vaderſtanding 
f1cultics, and quite depriued him of lite indeede. At icength, when by 
taſting the pulſe, and all their beſt employed paines, they ſaw that their 
labour was ſp*nt in vaine;the Abbot vicd ſuch perſwaſtons tothe Monkes, 
that thry all belceited him to be dead : whereupon they ſenr for his wite 
and iri-nds,who crediting as muchas the reſt did, were very fad and ſor- 
rowfull for him. | 

The Abbot (cloathed as he was) laide him in a hollow vault vnder 2 
Tombe, ſuch asthereare vled inſtead of Graues; his Wife returning 
home againe to her Houſe, with a young Sonne which (hee had by 
her Husband, proteſting ro keepe ftill within her Hoaſe, and neuer 
more to be ſcene in any company, but onecly to attend her young 
Sonne, and be very carcfull of ſuch wealth as her Husband had lett vnto 
her. | 

From the City of Bo/ogna; that very inſtant day, a well ſtaide and 

uerned Monke there arriued, who was a neere kinſman to the Abs 
bor, andone whom he might ſecurely truſt. In the dead time of the 
nizht, the Abbot and this Monke aroſe, and taking Ferando outof the 
vanlr, carricd him into a darke dungeon or priſon, which he termed by 
the nameot Purgatory , and where hee vicd to diſcipline his Monkes, 
when they had committed any notorious offence, deleruing ro be 
puniſhed in Purgatory, There they tooke off all his vſuall wearing 
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—rmenss; and loathed himinthe babire ofa Monke, eucn as if he had 
beene one of the houſe ; and laying him ona bundle of ſtraw, ſolcft him 


in the cuening,the Abbot, accompanied with his truſty Monke, (by way 
of viſitation) vzent to ſee and comfort the ſuppoſed widow finding her ar- 
tired in blacke, very ſad and penſiue, which by his wonted perlwaſions, 
indiffcrently he appeaſcd; challenging the benefir of her promiſe. Shee 
being thus alone, nor hindered by her Husbands icaloufie, and eſpying 
another goodly gold Ring on his finger, how frailety and folly ouer-ruled 
h:r, I know not, ſhee was a weake woman, he a diucliſh deluding man 
andthe ſtrongeſt holdes by oucr long battery and beſieging, muſt needs 
yeeld atthe laſt, as I feare ſhee did : for very often afterward, the Abbot 
vied in this manner to viſit her, and the {imple 1gnorant Country pco- 
ple, carrying noſuch Il opinionotthe holy Abbot, and hauing ſcene Fe» 
ran4olying for dead inthe vault, andalſo inche habire ofa Monke; were 
verily pzr{vaded, that when they ſaw the Abbot pale by toand tro, but 
molt commonly in the night ſcaton, it was the ghoſt of Feraxas, who 
ogy ia this manner atter h:3 death, as a uſt pennance for his tca- 
Unanc, | 
\When Ferandors fenſes were recouered againe, and he found him- 
{clic to bein ſuch a darkeſome place z not knowing where he was, he be- 
panne to cticand makeanoyſe, When preſently the Monke of Bologna 
(according as the Abbot hadtutured him). ſiept into the dungeon, car- 
rying a littke waxe candle in the one hand, and afſmarting whip in theo- 
ther, going to Ferands, he (tripe off his cloathes, and began rolafh him 
very ſoundly. Fcrando roaring and crying, could ſay nothing elſc, biit 
where am I 7 The Monke (with a dreadfull voyce) replycd : Thou art in 
Purgatory. How? ſaide Ferando;what? Arm I dead?Thou art dead ſquorh 
the Monke) and begin tolath him luſtily againe. Poore Ferando caving 
out for his VVite and little Sonne, demanded a number of idle queſtions, 
\\ heret ) the Monke (till fitred him with as fantaſticke anſwers. Within þ 
while alter, heſer both toode and wine betore him, which when Ferando 
{aw,hec aide; How is this > Doe dead men cate and drinke* Yes,replyed 
the Monke, and this toode which here thou ſceſt, rhy Wife brou ug hi 
_as ro 5s Saad ou morning, to haue Males ccuouty lung fol thy 
oul-,and as to other,fo muſt it 
erg ut pee be ſer betore thee, for ſuch is the command 
Feraniohauing lycn entranced three dayes and three nights, felt hi 
way wn prepared to cate, and fceding very hearcily, Rl Faige;O * 
good Wite, O my louing Wife, long mayeſt thou liue for this extrao 
dinary kindnefle, I promiſethee (ſweete heart) while I was aliue, Ic k 
not remember,that cuer any foode and wine was halfe ſo pleaſi to _ s 
O my deare Wife; O my hony Wife. Canſt thou (quorh « wh 2a 
prayle and commend her now, vſing her ſo villainouſly in thy life ti on 
aye: = x whip him more fiercely then before, when Mas holdi : 
Vp tus Nands, as craving tor mercy, demanded wheretore he was fo (> 


uerely 


vntill his ſenſes ſhould be reſtored againe, On the day following, late | 
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verely puniſhed ? Lamſo commanded (quorhthe-Monke) by ſupreme 
power , andtwice etitry day muſtthou be thus diſciplinde, Vpon what 
occaſion? replyed Ferando. Becauſe (quorh the Monke) thou waſt moſt 
notoriouſly icalous of thy Wite, ſhee being thevery kindeſt woman to 
thee,asall the Countrey containeth nor her equall. Ir is too true, anſwe. 
red Ferands, | was ouer. much tealous of her indeede: but had I knowne;, 
that icalouſic was ſuch a hatefull ſtnne againſt Heauen, I neuer would have 
offended rherein. 

Now (quoth the Monke) thou canſt confeſſe thine owne wilfull follie; 
buc this ſhould haue beene thought on before, and whileſt thou waſt li- 
ving in the World. But ifthe Fates vouchſafe ro fauour thee ſo much, 
as hereafterto ſcnJrhee to the World once more; remember thy puniſh- 
ment here in Purgatory,and finne no more in that foule ſinne of tealouſic. 
I pray you Sir tell me, replyed Ferando, after menaredead, and put into 
Purgatory,isthere any hope of their cucr viſiting the World any more - 
Yes, faide the Monke; it the fury ofthe Fares be once appeaſed. O thar I 
knew (quoth Ferando) by what meanes they would be appeaſed, and ler 
me viſite the World onceagaine : I would be the beſt Husband that ener 
liued, and neucr more beiealous, neuer wrong ſo good a Wife, nor ever 
vic onevnkind word apainſt her. In the meane while, and till their an- 
ger may be qualified 5 when next my Wite doth ſend me food, [pray you 
worke ſo much, that ſome Candles may be ſent me alfo, becauſe I line 
here in vncomfortable darkeneſſe; and whar ſhould I doe with food, if I 
haueno light. Shce ſends Lights cnow, anſwered the Monke,"but they 
are burnt owt onthe Altar in Maſſe-time, and thou canſt haue none other 
here, but ſuch as I muſt bring my ſelfe ; neither arethey allowed, but one- 
ly for the time of thy feeding and correcting. 

Ferando breathing foorth a vehement ſigh, defired to know what he 
was, being thus appointed topunilt him in Purgatory ? I am(quoth the 
Monke) a dead man, as thouart,borne in Sardignza, wherel fcrueda very 
icalous Maſter z and becauſe I ſoothed him in his icalouſie, I had this pen- 
nance impoſed on me, to ſerue thee here in Purgatory with meate and 
drinke, and (twice euery day to diſcipline thy body, varill the Fates hauc 
otherwiſe determincd both for thee and me. Why © ſaide Ferawdoate a- 
ny other perſons here, beſide you and I 2 Many thouſands, replyed the 
Monke, whom thou canſt neither hearenor ſee, no morethen they are a» 
ble to doethe like by vs. Burt how farre, ſaide Ferando, is Purgatory di- 
ſtant from our natiue Countries About fore fifty thouſand leagues, 
anſwered the Monke ; bur yet paſſable in a momenr, whenlſocuerthe of- 
fended Fates are pleaſed : and many Maſſes are daily faide for thy ſoule, 
at the earneſt entreaty of thy Wife, in hope of thy conuerfton; and be- 
comming anew man, hating to beiealous any more hereafrer, 

Intheſe and ſuch like ſpeeches, as thus they beguiled the time, fo did 
they obſerne it for a daylv courſe , ſometime diſcipling, other whiles 
—_—— drinking.for the ſpace of ten whole moneths together : in the 


which time, the bborſildome failed to viſite Ferandoes wife, __ 
the 


— 
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my {uſpition inany of the neighbours,by reaſon of their [ctlcd opi- 
_ CO alatnlo walking of Feraudoes ghoſt, But,as all pleas. 
fires cannot bee excmpred from ſome following paine or other, fo. it 
came to paſſe, that Ferandoes wite proued to be concciued with childe, 
and the time was drawing on for her deliuerance, Now began the Ab. 
bor to conſider, that Feranaves folly was ſufficiently chaſtiſed, and he 
had bcene longenough in Purgatory : whereforc, the better to counte- 
nance all paſſed INCOnueniences, 1t Was NOW thought high time, that Fe- 
14310 ſhould be ſent to the world againe, and fcr free from the paines of 
Purgatory;,as hauing paycd for his icalouſie dearely, to teach him better 
{:dome hereaſter. 
CES d:adtime of the night,the Abbot himſclfe entred into the 
darke dungeon, and in an hollow counterfcited voyce, called to Feranao, 
ſaying. Comfort thy ſclfe Ferands, for the Fates are now pleaſed, thar 
thou ſhale bee zcleaſcd out of Purgatory, and ſent to live inthe world 
againe. Thou didlt Icaue thy Wite newly concciucd with childe, and this 
very moraing (he is deliuercd of a goodly Sonne, whom chouſhalr cauſe 
to be named Zennet : becauſe, by the inceſſant praycrs of the holy Ab. 
bot, thiac owne louing ite, and for ſwect Saint Benners ſake, thisgrace 
and fauour is afforded thee, Ferardo hearing this , was exceeding toy- 
full, and retu:n*d chisanſwere : For cuer honored be the Fates,the holy 
Lo:d Abbot, blcfled Saint Berner, and my moſt dearely beloued Wife, 
whom I will faichfully loue forcuer, and ncuer more offend her by any 
icaloulic in me, 
Whcnthe next foode was ſent to Ferando, fo much of the powder 
was mingled with the wine, as would ſerue onely tor foure houres en- 
trauncing, in whic\ time, they clothed him in his owne wearing apparel} 
againc, the Abbot himſclfc in p:rſvn,, and his honeſt truſty Monke of 
Bologna, conueying and laying him Mm the ſame vault vader rae Tombe, 
where at the firſtthey gauc him buriall, The next moraing following, | 
about ihe breake of day , Feranio recouercd his ſcnſes, and thorow di- 
uers chinkes and crannies of the Tombe, defcried day-light, which hee 
had not ſcene intenac monerhs ſpace before. Perccejuingthen plainely, 
that he was aliue, he crycd out aloude,ſaying : Open, open, and let mec 
torth of Purgatory, tor Ihaue beenc hecre long enough inconſcicnce. 
Lhruſting vp his head agaiaſt thecouer of the Tombe, which was notof 
any great [trength, neither well cloſed together 3 hce put it quite off the 
Tombe, aud fo got torth vpon his fecte: at which inſtant time,the Monks 
hauing endedthcir morning Mattins, aad hearing the noyſe, ranin haſt 


thither, and knowingthe voyce of Ferande, (aw that he was comeforth of : 

the Monument. | 
Some of them were ancient Signiors of the houſe, and yet but meere 

Nouices (as all the reſt were) in theſe cunning and politique ſtratagems 

otthe Lord Abbor, when hee intended to puniſh any one in Purgatory : | 


and thercfore,being affrighted, and amazcd at this rare accident ; they 
fledaway from him, cunning tothe Abbor, who making aſhew to them, | 
as 


— 
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#8if he were but new come forth of his Oratory, in akinde of pacifying 
Fecces, ſaide ; Peace my deare Sonnes, bee not affraide, but fetch the 
Croſſe and Holy-wartcr hither then follow mc, and I will ſhew you, what 
miracle the Fatcs haue pleaſed roſhew in our Conuent, therefore be fi 
lent, and make no morenoile ; all which was performed according to his 
command. 

Ferando looking leaneand pale as one, thatin ſo long time hadde nor 
ſccaethe light of heauen, and endured ſuch ſtrict diſcipline twice every 
day : ſtoodina gaſtly amazement by the Tombesfide, as not daring to 
aducnture any further , or knowing perfetly, whether he was(as yet)eru- 
ly aliue, or no. But when he ſaw the Monkes and Abbot commine, with- 
cheir lighted Torches, and ſinging ina ſolemne manner of Proceſſion, he 
humbled himſelfe atthe Abbots tecte,ſaying. Holy Father, by your zca- 
lous prayers (as hath bin miraculouſly reuealed tome) and the prayers of 
blefled S. Bennet ; as allo of my honeſt, deare, and louing Wite, I hauc 
bin dceliuered fromthe paincs of Purgatory, and brought againero liuc in 
this worid ;for which vaſpeakable grace and fauour,moſt humbly I thanke 
the'well-pleaſed Fates,S. Bexrer, your Father-hood, and my kinde Wite, 
and will remember all your loucsto me for cucr. Bleſſed be the Fates,an- 
ſwered the Abbot, for working ſo greata wonder heere in our Monaſte- 
ry, Go then my good Son,ſecing the Fares hauc bin ſo gracious to thee 
Go (I ſay)Jhome to thine owne houle, and comfort thy kind wife, who c- 
uer fincethy departure out of this life, hath liucd in continuall mourning, 
loue, cheriſh,and make much of her,neuer aifliting her henceforth with 
cauſleſſe icalouflie. NolI warrant you good Father, replyed Ferando, I 
haue bin well whipt in Purgatory for ſuch folly, and therefore I might be 
| called a ſtarke foole,if I ſhould that way offend any moregcither my loving 
| wifc,or any other. | 
The Abbot cauſing Mi/erere to be deuoutly ſung, ſprinkling Ferando 
well with Holy-water,and placing a lighted Taper in his hand, ſent him 
home (o to his owne dwelJling Village : where whenthe Neighbours be- 
EF held him,as people halfe trighted our of their wits, they fled away from 

him,fo ſcarcd and terrified, as if they had ſeene fome dreadfull fight, or 

vaſtly apparition ; his wife being as fearfull of him, as any of the reſt, He' 

called to them kindly by their ſcucrall names, telling them, that he was 
newly riſcn our of his graue,and was a man as he had bin before.. Then 
they LR trotouch and fecle him, growing into more certaine aſſurance 
of him, percciuing him to be aliuing man indeede : whercuponghey de- 
manded many queſtions of him; and he, as if he were become farre wiſer 
then before, roldthem tydings, from their long deceaſed Kindred and 
Friends,as if he had met with them allin Purgatory,reporting a thouſand 
lyes and fables toth2m,which(neuertheleſſe(they belecucd. 

Then hetold them whatthe miraculous voicehad (aid vato him, con- 
ccrning the birth of another young Sonne, whom (according as he was 
commanded) he cauſed to be named Bennet Ferands, Thus his rcturaeto 
life againc,and the daily wonders reported by him, cauſed ao meane beg 
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——Tnationin the people,with much commendation of the Abbors holinale,” 
2nd Ferandoes happy curing his icalouſte. 


Julice of Narbona, cured the King of France of 4 daungerous Fiftula, in re. 
compence whereof, ſhe requeſted to emioy 4s ber buiband in marriage, Ber- 
[rnd Count of Rouffilion. Hee hawing married her againſt his will, as 
utterly defpiſing her went to Florence, where hee made loue to a young Gen- 
tlewoman. lulict,by a queint and cunning polagy,compaſſed the meanes (in- 
fled of hu choſen new friend) to the with her (wne husband, by whom ſhee 
conceiued and had two Sonnes ; which being afterward maae knowne vnto 
Count Bertrand,he accepted her into bis fauour againe and loued her as his 
loyall and honourablewife. 

The Ninth Nouel. _ 

Commending the good indgement and vnderſtanding in Laaies or Genttens- 
men. that arc of a quicke and apprehenſmeſpirit. \,\ 


Ow there remained no more 
C> {ro preſerve the priwledge 
E Joranted to Dionexs vninfringed) 
lt DJ bur the Queene onecly, ro declare 

\ 


SN 1cr Noucll, Wherefore, when 
WAA hc diſcourſe of Madam Laexreits 

MY vas cnded, withour attending a- 
ny motion to bee made for her 
next ſuccceding , with a gracious 
and pleaſing ci[poſition, rhus ſhe 
began to ſpeake. Who ſhall tell 
> oO ET [| avy Talc hecreafrer, to carry any 
1M > LE B&D [9hope or expectation of a liking, 
lf ==_z hauing heard the rare and wittie 

B=-.2 O 


Belceve me, it was very aduan- 
— fe rageableto vs all, that ſhe was noc 
— — FrAl ls dacs fiſt beginner, becauſe 
tew or none would hauc had any courage to follow after her;and therefore 
the reſt yet remaining, are the more to be fearedand ſuſpefed, Neverthe. 
leſſe,ro anoid the breach of order,and toclaime no priuiledge by my place, 
of not performing what I ought to do: proneas it may, a Tale you muſt 
haue,and thus I procecd. $649 
There !ined ſometime in the 97, 1400p of France, a Gentleman name 
1(nrrde, beingthe Count of Rouſoillion: who becauſe hee was qr 
weake, Crazic, and ſickly, kept a Phyſitian daily in his houſe, who was cal- 
led Malter Gerard of Narboxa. Count 1/narde had one onely Sonne; 've+ 
ry young 1n yeares, yet oftowardly hope, faire, comely , and of pleafin 
perſon, named Bertrand; with whom,many other children of his age,had 
7c auction : and among they, adaughter of the fore-named Phyli- 
tlon 
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tian, called 1uliet ; who, euen in-rheſe tender yearcs, fixed her affection 


vpon young 
= 7 amicable in ſo yong a Maiden, and more then many 
in ycares of greater diſcretion. 'Old'Count 1ſaarae d 


rimes is aored 


fellas a Wardto the King, and being ſent to Pays, remained there wnder 
his royall cuſtodicandproteQtion, to rhe no lirrle diſcomfort of yourig 2«- 
het, who became greeuoully afflicted in minde;! becauſe ſhe had loſt the 
company Of Bertrand Life Kh 


Within ſome few yeares after, the Phyſician ber Fatheralſodyed, and! 
then her deſires grew-wholly addiRed, to vilite Paris herfclte in perſon, 


onely becauſe ſhe would ſee the young Count, :awaiting but time and © 
porcunitie, to fit her ſtolne journey rhither, Bur her kindred and friends; 
to whoſe __ and arr” ao commirted, in 
and being left as a fatherleſſe Orphanc: were ſocircumſp 
ang Lily dehonioun as ſhe could-not com Jo 


of her walls 


Bertrand, with ſuch anearncſt and intimate reſolution, aswas 


ying, young Bererord: 


regard other rich dowrie;' 
paſſe any meant of eſcaping.” 


Her yeares made her now almoſttitfor marriage, which/ſo-much more: 
encreaſcd herloue tothe Count, making refuſall of many wootthy huſe: 


bands,and laboured by the motions of her friends and kindred, yer all de- 


aycd, they not knowing any reaſon'for her refuſalles. Bythis rime the 


Count was become a gallant: goodly Gemleman, andableto make ele- 
Rion of his wife, whereby heraffeQions were themore violently enflamed, 


as fcaring leaſt ſome other ſhould be preferred before her,and ſo her hopes 


be viterly diſappointed. 

It wig pebrodtbycrgadinigort tharthe King of Fraxce was 
in a very dangerous condition, by reaſon ot a ſtrange ſwellingon his ſto. 
macke, which failing of apt and conucnient curing, became a Fiſtula, af- 
fiting him daily with extraordinary paine and anguiſh,no Chirurgeon or 
Phyfitian being found, that could miniſter any hope of healing, but rather 
encreaſcd the greefe, 2nd drouc it tomore vehement extreamicie, compel- 
ling the King, as diſpairing vteerly of 2ll helpe, to giuc ouer any further 
counſell or aduice, Heereof faire Iu/zet was wondroufly joy full.as hoping 
that this accident would proue the meanes, not onely of her journey to Pa- 
r4,but if the diſeaſe were no more then ſhe imagincd; ſhe could ealily cure 
it, and rhereby compaſſe Count Bertrand to be her husband. Hereupon, 
quickning vp her wits, with remembrance of thoſe rules of Art, which(by 
long praRiſe and experience)ſhe had learned of her $kilfull Father,ſhe com- 
pounded certaine hearbes rogether, ſuch as ſhe knew fitting for that kinde 
of infirmity, and hauing reduced her compound into powder, away ſhe 
rode forthwith ro Pars. ; 

Bcing there arriued, all other ſerious matters ſet aſide, firſt ſhee muſt 
needs haue aſight of Count Berrrand, as being the onely Saint thar cau- 
ſed her pilgrimage, Next (he made meanes for her accefic ro the King, 
humbly entreating his Maicſty, to vouchſife her the fight of his Fiſtula, 
Whenthe King ſaw her, her modeſt lookes did plainely delioer,thar ſhe 
was faire, comely, and diſcreete young Gemlewom-n , wherefore, he 
would no longer hide ir, bur layed it opento her view. When ſhee had 


ſceac 
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2nd felt it, preſcntly {hepur the Kingin comfort ; athcming, that ſhe 
_ her lelfe able ro x fo hit Fiſtula Gayine : Sits if your Highaeſ{c wul 
referre the matterto me, withour any peciil of life, gr- any the leaſt pain 
- Lhope (bythe helpebt heauen) to-make you whole and 
ſound withiricight dayes ſpace; The Kang bcaring her words, beganne 
merrily ro ſmile at her,ſaying + How isirpofhble tor;thee, being a yong 
Maiden, todo that which the beſt Pbyfitians in Europe, arenat able to 
performe ? I commendthy kindneſſe, and will not remaine vnthanketull 
for thy. forward willirigneſle : but Tam fully determined, to vic no more 
counſell;or to tnake any turrher triall ot Phyſicke or Chirur gety. Where- 
to faire Juliet thus replycd-: Great King, let not my. Skill and experience 
be deſpiſed,becauſe I am young, anda Maiden ; for my profeſhon is nor 
Phyicke,neitherdo I vadertake the miniſtering thereotz as depending on 
mincowne knowledge ; but by the gracious afliſtance of heauen, and ſome 
rules of ckilfull obſeruation,which 1 learned of reuerend Gerard of NVarbos 
ne, who was my worthy Fathcr,and a Phyſitian of no meanc fame, all che 
whilc he lived. , oY ' 

At the heating of theſe words, the King began-ſomewhar to admire at 
her graciouscartiage,and faide within himſclfe. Whar know ] whether this 
Virgin is ſentto me by the direQion of heauen,or no * Why ſhould I diſ+ 
dainc to make proofe of her %kill?Her promile is,to cure me in a {mall times 
compaſſe,and without any paine or atfliftion to me :ſhefhall not come ſo 
farre,to returne againe with the loſle of her labour,l am retolued totry her 
cunning,and therconſaiac, Faire Virgio, if youcauſe me to breake my ſer- 
Icddctermination,andfaile of curing me, what can you expe&to follow 
thereon * Whatlocuer great King(quorh ſhe) ſhall pleaſe you, Let me be 
ſtrongly guarded, yet not hindered, when I am to proſecute the bulinefle : 
2nd then if I donor perfectly heale/you within gight dates, leta good a fire 
be made,and therein conſume my. body vnto aſlies. But if I accompliſh the 
cure,and (et your Highn«fle tree from all turther grecuance, what recom- 
pence then ſhall remaineto me 

Much didthe King commend theconfident perſwaſion which ſhe had 
of her owne power,and preſently replyed. Faire beauty (quoth he)in re. 
vard thatthou arta Maide and vnmaricd, it thon keepe promiſe, and | 
tinde my lelteto be fully cured : 1 will match thee with ſome ſuch Gentle- 
man in marriage, as ſhall be of honourable and worthy reputation, with 
Uuthcient dowry befide, My gracious Soucraigne ſaide ſhe, willing am 
I, and moſt heartily thanktull withall, that your Highneſflc ſha!l beſtow me 
10 marriage : but I deſire then, to have ſuch a husband, as I thall defire 
or demand by your gracious fauour, without preſuming to crave any of 
your Sonnes, Kindred, or Alliance, or appertaining vato your Royal 
blood, Whereto the King gladly granted, Young Juliet began to mini- 
ſter her Phyſicke,and within fewer dayes then her limited time, the King 
was ound and perteRly cured ; which when he perceiued, he faide vnto 
her. Truſt mevertuous Mayde, moſt woorthily baſt thou wonne a Hu. 
band, name him, and thou {halt baye him, Royal! Kine (quoth ſhe) then 


have 
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hauc I won the Count Bertrand of Reonſsrlliom, whom I have moſt entire. 
ly louedfrom mine Infancy, and cannot (in my foule) affeRt any other. 
Very loath was the King to grant herthe young Count, but in regard of 
his ſolmne paſſed promiſe, and his royal word engaged, which he would 
not by any meanes breake ; he commanded, that the Count ſhould be 
ſent for,and ſpake thus to him. 

Noble Count,itis not vaknowne to vs, that youare a Gentleman of 
great honour, and itis our Royall pleaſure, to diſcharge your wardſhip., 
chat you may repaire home to your owne Houle, thereto ſettle your aft- 
faires in ſuch order,as you may be the readier to enioy a Wife;which we 
intend to beſtowe vpon you. The Count returned his Highnefſe' moſt 
humble thankes, defiringto know of whence, and what ſhe was * It is 
this Gentlewoman, anſwered the King, who (by the helpe of Heauen) 
hath beene the meanes to ſaue my lite. VVelldid the Count know her, 
as hauing very often before ſcene her z and although (he was very faire 
and amiable, yet in regard of her meane birth, which he held as a diſpa- 
ragement to his Nobility in blood , he made aſcorne of her, and ſpake 
thusto the King, VVould your Highneſle give mea Quackſaluer to my 
VWife, one that deales indrugges and Phylicarie ? I hope I amable ro 
b: ſtowe my ſelfe much better then ſo. Why 7 quoth the King, would(t 
thou hauevs breake our faith ; which for the recouery of our health, we 
hauc giuento this vertuous virgin, and ſhe will hauc no other reward, 
bur onely Count Bertrand to be her.husband 7 Sir, replied the Count; 
you may diſpoſlefſe me of all that is- mine, becauſe I am your Ward and 
SubicR,and any whereelſe you may beſtow me * but pardon me to tell 
you, thatthis marriage cannot be made with any liking or allowance of 
mine, neither will I cuer giue conſentrhereto, | 

Sir, aide the King,it is our will thatit ſhall beſo, vertuous ſhe is, faire 
and wiſe , ſhe loucth thee molj aft-tionartely, and with her -mayeſt thou 
lead a more Noble lite, then wyghthe greateſt Lady in our Kingdome; 
Silent, and -diſcontented ſtoode the Gount, but the King commanded 
preparation for. the marriage ; and whenehe appointed time was come, 
che Count /albcit againſt his will) receiued his wite-at the Kings hand 
ſhe louing him deerly as her owne lifts... VVhen all was done, the Counc 
requeſted of the King, that what elſe remained, for further ſolemnizati- 
on of the marriaze;it might be performed in- his owne Country, reſer- 
uing to himſclfe what elle he intended. + Being mounted /onthorſeback, 
and humbly, taking their Jcaue of the King, the: Count would not ride 
hometo his owne dywclling, but into-Tycery, where he heard of a warre 
berweene the F/orextines andthe Sereſh, purpoling to take part with the 
Florentine, to-whom he was willingly and honourably welcommed, be- 
ing created;Captaine of a worthy Company, andcontinuing there along 
while in ſexuige./ | | =_ | 

The paore forſaken new married Counteſſe, could ſcarſely be pleaſed 
with ſuch diſhonourable vnkindneſle, yet gouerning her impatience with 
no mcane diſcretion, and;/boping by her yertgouscarriage, t9 pamper 
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the meanes of his recall : home ſhe rode to Ronſstll;on, where allthe pco- 
plereceiued her very lovingly. Now, by rcaſon of the Counts ſo long 
abſence, all things were there farre out of order z mutinies,quarrels, and 
ciuill diſſentions. hauing procured many diſſolure irruptions, to the CX- 
pence of much blood in many places. But ſhe, like aiolly ſtirring La- 
dy, very wiſe and prouident in ſuch diſturbances, reduced all occafions 
to (uch ciuility againe, that the people admired her rare behauiour, and 
condemned the Count for his vnkindnefſe rowards her. 

After that the whole Country of Rouſ5:iUon(by the policy and wile- 
dome of this worthy Lady was fully re-eſtabliſhed)intheir ancient liber- 
ties: ſhe made choiſe of two diſcree: knights, whom ſhe ſent to the Count 
her husband, to let him ynderſtand, that if in diſpleaſure ro her, hee was 
thus become a ſtranger to his owne Country : vpon the returne of hisan- 
ſwcr, to gjue him contentment, ſhe would depart thence, and by no 
meanes diſturbe him. Roughly andchurliſhly he replied ; Ler her do as 
ſheliſt, for I haue no determination to dwell with her, or acere where 
ſhe is. Tcl her from me, when ſhe ſhall hiucthis Ring, which you be- 
hold heere on my finger, anda Sonne in her armes begotten by me ; then 
will I come liue with her, and be her loue, The Ring he made moſt pre- 
cious and deere account of, and ncuer rooke it off from his finger, in re- 
gatd of aneſpeciall verrue and property, which he well knew to be remai- 
ning init. Andtheſetwo Knights,hearing the impoſhbility of theſe ewo 
ſtrict conditions, with no other fauourelſe to be deriued from him ; ſor- 
rowfully returned backe to their Lady, and acquainted her with this vn- 
kinde an{wer,as alſo his vnalterable determination, which well you may 
conceiue,mult needs beyery vawelcometo her. 

Atter ſhe had an indifferent while conſidered with her ſelfe, her reſo- 
lution became ſo vndauntable , that ſhe would aduenture to praftiſe ſuch 
meanes, whereby ro compaſſe thoſe ewo apparant impofſibillties,and fo 
to entoy the loue of her husband. Having abſolutely concluded what 
was to be done, ſhe aſſembled all the cheefeſt men of the country, reuea- 
ling vato them (in mournfull matiner) what an attempt ſhe had made al 
ready, in hope of recouering her-husbands fauour, and whar a rude an- 
lwer wasthereon returned. Intheend,ſhe told they, that it did not ſure 
with hcr vaworthineſſe, to make the Count liue as an exile from his 
owne inheritance,vpon no other inducement, but onely in regard ofher: 
wherefore,fhe had determined berweene heaucn and her ſoule, to ſpend 
the remainder of her dayes in Pilgrimages and prayers, tor preſeruarion 
of the Counts ſoule and her owne; carneſtly deſiring them, to vndertake 
the charge and gouernment of the Country, and fignifying vnto the 
Count, how ſhe had forſaken his houſe, and purpoſed to wander fo farre 
thence, that never would ſhe viſit Rowſs:llion any more, In the deliveric 
of theſe words, the Lords and Gentlemen wept and ſighed extraordina- 
ly, viing many carneſt imprecarions to alter this reſolue in her, bur all 
was in vaine. "T | 


Hauing taken her ſad and ſorrowfull farewell 6f them all kccompant: 
ed 
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ed onely with her Maide, and one of her Kinſmen,away ſhe went, atti- 
red ina Pilgrimes habit, yet well furniſhed with money and precious Ic- 
wels, to auoyde all wants which might befall her in trauaile; not acquain- 
ting any one whether ſhe went. Inno place ſtayed ſhe, vnrill ſhe wasar- 
riued at F/orexce, where happening into a poore Widdowes houſe, like 
a poore Pilgrime,ſheſecmed well contentedtherewith. And dcfiring to 
acarc ſome tydings ofthe Count, the next day {hee ſaw him paſſe by the 
houſe on hor{e-backe, with his company. Now, albeit ſhee knew him 
well cnough, yet ſhee demanded of the good old Widdow, what Gen- 
tleman he was ? She made anſwer, that he was a ſtranger there, yer a No- 
bleman, called Count Bertrand of Rouſs:/{lior, a very courteous Knight, 
beloued and much reſpeftedin the City. Moreouer, that he was tarre 
in loue with a neighvour of hers, a young Gentlewoman, but very poore 
and meanc in ſubſtance, yet of honeſt life, vertuaus, and neuer taxed 
with any cuill report : onely her pouerty was the maine imbarment of 
her marriage, dwelling in houſe with her mother, who was a wiſe, honeſt, 
and worthy Lady. 

The Count«flc hauing well obſerued her words, and conſidered there- 
on from point to point; debating ſoberly with her owne thoughts in ſuch 
2 doubtfull caſe what was beſtto be done. When ſhe had vnderſtood 
which was the houſe, the ancient Ladics name, and likewiſe her daugh- 
ters, to whom her husband was now fo aftefionately deuoted ; ſhe made 
choife of a fit and conuenient timc, when (in her Pilgrimes habit) ſecret- 
ly ſhe wentto the houſe. There ſhe found the mother and daughter in 
poore condition, and withas poorea family : whom aftcr ſhe had cere- 
moniouſly ſaluted, ſhe told the old Lady, that ſhe requeſted bur a little 
conterence with her. The Lady aroſe, and giuing her kmde entcrraine- 
ment, they went together into a withdrawing Chamber, where being 
both ſet downe, theCounteſſe began in this manner, 

Madame, in my poore opinion, you are not free from the frownes of 
Fortune, no morethen I my ſeclfe am : but if you were ſo well pleaſed, 
there is no one that can comfort both our calamities in ſuch manner, as 
youare able to do. And bcelecue meanſwered the Lady,there is nothing 
in the world that can be ſo welcometo me, as honeſt comfort, The 
Counteſ[- proceeding on in her former ſpeeches faid : I haue now need 
(200d Madame) both of your truſt and fidelity, whereon if I ſhould rely, 
and you faile me, it will be your owne vadooing as well as mine. Spea 
then boldly,replicd the old Lady, and remaine conſtantly aſſured, that 
you ſhall no way be deceived by me, Hereupon, the Counteſle decla- 
red the whole courſe ofhcrloue, from the very originall ro rhe ioſtanr, 
reucoling alſo what ſhe was, and the occaſion of her comming thither, 
relating cucry thing ſo perfe&tly, thatthe Lady: verily beleeued her, by 
ſome reports which ſhe had formerly heard,jand which mooved herthe 
more to compaſſion, Now, when allcircumſtances wereat full diſcoue- 
ted.chus ſpake the Counteſle, 

Amongmy other miſcries and misfortunes, which hath halfe broken 
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my heart-in the mecre repetition, beſide the fad and atfliting ſuttcrancey 
two thingsthereare, whichif I canner compaſle to haue, all hope is 
quite fruſtiate for ever, of gaining the grace ot my Lord and Husband, 
Yet theſe two things may [ obtaineby your helpe, if all Lerrue which] 
haue heard, and you can therein beſt reſolue mec. Since my comming 
to this City,it hath credibly bene told me, that the Count my husband, 
is deeply in loue with your daughter. It the Count (quoth the Ladie) 
loue my daughter,and haue a wite of his owne, he muſt thinke, and fo 
ſhall ſurely findeit, that his greatneſle is no priuiledge for him, whereby 
to worke diſhonour vpon her pouerty. Bur indeede, ſome apparances 
there are, and ſuch a matter as you ſpeake of, may be ſo preſumed, yer fo 
farre trom a very thought of entertaining in her or me, as wharſocuer 
am able ro doe,to yeeld you any comfort and content, you ſhall find me 
thercin both willing andready : for I prize my daughters ſpotlefſe po- 
uerty at as high a rate, as he can doethe pride of his honour. 

Madame,quoth the Countefſe, mot heartily I thanke you, Bur be- 
fore I preſume any further on you kindnefle, ler me firſt tell you, whar 
faithfully I intend to do for you,if I can bring my purpoſe to effeR. I ſee 
that your daughter is beautitull,and of ſufficient yceresfor marriage;and 
is = thereof (as I hauc heard) onely by lack of a competent dow- 
ry. Wherefore Madame, in recompence of the fauour I expect from 
you, I will enrich her with ſo much ready money as you ſhall chinke ſuff- 
cicnt to match her in the degree of honour. Pouerty made the poore La- 
dy, very well to like of ſucha bountifull offer, and hauing anoble heart 
ſhee ſaid : Great Counteſle ſay,wherein am I able to do you any ſcruice, 
25 can deſcrue ſuch a gracious offcr ? It the ation be honeſt; withour 
bl:me or {cindall to my poore, yet vnderefted reputation, gladly I will 
do it ; and it being accompliſhed, ler the requitall reſt in your owne no- 
ble nature, 

Obſcrue me then Madame,replicd the Counteſle. It is moſt conueni- 
ent for my purpoſe, that by ſome truſty and faithfull meſſenger, you 
ſhould aduertile the Count my husband, that your daughter is, and ſhall 
be at his command : but that ſhe may rcmaine abſolutely aſſured, that 
his loue 1s conſtantto her, and aboue all ether : ſhee muſt entreat him, 
to ſead her (as atcſtimony thereof)the Ring which he weareth vpon his 
lictle finger, albeirſhee hath heard,thar he loucth it deerly. If ke ſend the 
Ring, youthall giue it me, & afterward ſend him word, that your daugh- 
ter is ready to accompliſh his pleaſure ; but, for the more ſatery and ſe- 
crecie,he muſt repaire hither to your houſe, where 1 being in bed inſtecd: 
of your daughter,faire Fortune may ſo fauour mee, that {vnknowne to | 
him) I may conceiue with childe. Vpon which good ſucceſſe, when 
time ſhall ſerue,hauing the Ring on my finger,and a childe in my armes 
begorten by him, his loue and liking may be recouered, and (by your 
moguen) I continue with my Husband, as every vertuous Wite ought 
to doe. 


The goodold Lady imagined, that this was a matter ſomewhat diffi- 
cult, 
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culr, and might Iiy a blametull imputation on her daughter ; Neuer- 
thelefſe, conlidering, what an koneſt office it: was in her, 'to bee the 
meancs,whercby ſo worthy a Counteſſe ſhould recouer an vnkinde huf. 
band, lcd altogether by Juſt, and not aiot of cordiall loue 4 ſhe knew the 
intent co be honeſt, the Counteſſevertuous, and her promiſe religious, 
and therefore vndertooke toeffeft it Within few dayes after, veric in- 
geniouſly, and according to the inſtrutted order, the Ring was obray- 
ned, albeit much againſtrhe Counts will ; and the Countcie, in ſted of 
the Ladicsvertuous daughter, was embraced by him in bed : the houre 
prouing fo auſpicious, and 140 being Lady ofthe aſcendent, conioyned 
with the. witty Mercury, ſhee conceived of two pgoodly Sonnes,, and 
her deliuerance agreed correſpondently with the iuſt time, 

Thusthe old Lady, not ar this rime onely, bur ar many other meetings 
beſides 3 gaue the Counteſle free poſlefhonof her husbandspleaſures,yer 
alwayes inſuch darke and concealed fſecrecie, as it was neucr ſuſpeRed, 
nor knowne by any but chemſelues, the Count lying with his owne wite, 
and diſappointed of her whom hemore deerely loued. . Alwayes at his 
vpriling inthe mornings (which viſually was before the breake of day, for 
preuenting the leaſt {cruple of ſuſpicion) many familiar conferences 
paſſed berweene them, with the gifts of diners faire and coftly lewels; all 
which the Counteſle carefully kept, and perceiuing affuredly, thar {hee 
wasSconceiued with childe, (hee would no longer bee troubleſome to the 
good old Lady; bur calling her aſide, {ſpake thusro her, Madame, I muſt 
needes giucthankes to heauen and you, becauſe my defiresare amply ac- 
compliſhed, and both time and your deſerts doe iuſtly challenge, rhat I 
ſhould accordingly quite you before my departure, Jr remaincthnow 
in your owne power, to make what demand you pleaſe of me,which yer 
I will not giue you by way of reward, becauſe that would ſeeme to bee 
baſc and mercenary : but oncly whatſocuer you ſhall receive of me, 15 1n 
honourable recompence of faire and vertuous deſeruings, ſuch as any ho- 
ncſt and well. minded Lady inthe likediſtreſſe, may with good credit al- 
low,and yet no preiudiceto her reputation, 

Although pouerty might well haue tutored the Ladies tongue, to de- 
mand alibcrall recompence for her paines; yer ſhee requeſted but an 109. 
pounds, as a friendly hclpe rowards her daughters marriage, and that 
witha baſhfull bluſhing was vrtered too ; yerrthe Counteſſe gaue her fiue 
hundred pounds, beſides ſo many rich and coſtly Iewels, as amounted to 
a farre greater ſurmme. So ſhee returned to her wonted lodging,at the a- 
ged widdowes houſe, wherefirſt ſhee was entertained at her comming to 
Florence; and the good 01d Lady, to auoyde the Counts repairingrto her 
houſe any more, departed thence ſodainly with her daughter, ro diuers 
friends of hers that dwelt inthe Country, whereatthe Count was much 
diſcomented ; albeit afrerward,he did neuer heare any more tidings of hir 
gs es who was worthily married, to her Mothers great com- 

Not long aftcr, Count Bertrand wasre-called home by his people ow 
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te hauing heard of his wiucs abſence, wentto Rouſs:llranto much the 
_— willingly, And the Counteſſe knowing her husbands departure 
from Florence,as alſo his ſafe arriuall at his owne dwelling, remained ſtill 
in Florence, watill the time of her deliuerance, which was of two goodly 
Sonnes, liuely reſembling the lookes of their Father, and all the pertct 
lincamen:s of his body. Perlwade "”=_ ſelues, (he was not a little care- 
full of their nurſiog ; and when ſhe ſaw the time anſ{werable to her deter. 
mination, ſhe tooke her iourncy (vaknowne toany) and arrived with 
them ar Montpellzer, where he reſted her ſclte for diuers dayes, afterſo 
long and weariſome a tourney, UL. 

Vpon the day of all Saints, the Count kept a ſolmne Feaſtiwall, for 
the aſſembly of his Lords, Knights, Ladies, and Gemlewomen: vpon 
which Iouiall day of genercall reioycing, the Counteſle artired in her 
wonted Pilgrimes weed, repaired thither, cntring into thegreat Hall 
where the Tables were readily coucred for dinner. Preafhng' through 
che throng of people, with her two children in herarmes, ſhepreſumed 
vntothe place where the Count late, and falling on her knees before him, 
the teares trickling abundantly downe her cheekes,thus ſhe ſpake. Wor 
thy Lord, [am thy poore, deſpiſed, and vatortunate wife ; who,that thon 
mightſt returne home, and not be an exiic from thine owne abiding, 
haue thus long gone begging through the world. Yertnow arlength, 
hope thou wilt be {» honourably-minded,as to performe thine owne too 
ſtrict impoſed conditions, made to the two Knights which I ſent 'vato 
thee, and which (by thy command) I was enioynedto do. Behold here 
in mine armes, not oncly one Sonne by thee begotten, but two Twins, 
andthy Ring beſide, High times it now,if men of honour retpeR their 
promiſes, and after ſo long and tedious traucll, I ſhould ar laſt be wel- 
commed as thy true wite, 

The Count hearing this, ſtoode as confounded with admiration 
tor full well he knew the Ring : and boththe children were ſo perfectly 
like him, as he was confirmed to be their Father by generall judgement. 
Vpon his vrging by what poſſible meanes this could be brought to paſſe : 
thc Counteſlein preſence of the whole aſſembly, and vnto her erernall 
commendation, related;the whole hiſtory, euen+in ſuch manner as yon 
hauc formerly heard it Moreouer, ſhe reported the priuate ſpeeches in 
bed, vtrered betweene himfelfe and her, being witneſſed more apparant- 
ly,by the coſtly Iewels there openly ſhewne. All which infallible proofes, 
proclaiming his ſhame, and her moſt noble carriage to her husband ; he 
confeſſcd, thatſhe had told nothing but the truth in cuery point which 
the had reported. 

Commending her admirable conſtancy, excellency of wit,and (pright- 
ly courage, in making {uch a bold aducmure : he kiſſed the two ſweete 
boycs,and to kcepe his promiſe, whereto he was ecarneſily importuned, 
by all his beſt eſteemed fricnds there vreſent, eſpecially the honourable 
Ladics, who would haue nodeniall, but by forgetting his former harſh 
and vaciuill carriage towards her, to accept her for eucr as his lawfvll 
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wife, folding her in his armes, and ſweetly kiſſing her divers times t roge- | 
ther, he bad her welcome to him,as his vertuous, loyall,and moſt louing 
wW ife, and ſoffor euer after)he would acknowledge PO Well knewhce: 
that ſhe had ſtore of berter beſceming garments in the houſe,and there. 
fore requeſted the Ladies to walke with her to-her Chamber; to vncaſe 
her of hoſe Pilgrimes weeds,and cloath her in her owne more fumptu- 
ous garments,cucn thoſe which ſhee wore on her wedding day, becauſe 
that was not the day of his contentmefit,bur onely this 3 for niow he con 
feſſed her to be his wife indeede,;and now he would glue tlie king thanks 
for her,and now was Counr Berirand ages ch marnont to CEE _ =_ 
Narbona, * ' 
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ſpecially the laſt, ſo lonbly delivered by the Queene, I canhot burcom- 
mend faire 1#/et of Nerbona, in performing rwo fuch ftrange impoſlibi- 
lities,and conquering the kindnefſe of ſo cruell a Husband. "IF my Tale 
come ſhort ofthe precedentexcellency, or giue not ſuch content,as you 
(perhaps)expeRt, accept my good wil an ſen mee ſtund Engaged for 2 
better hereafter. —_ 
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The Annals of Denmarke do make mention, that the King of the ſaid 
country; who was firſt ſcr downe as Prince, contrary tothe ancient cu- 
tom and lawes.obferued among the Danes,namely Hunguime,had aſon 
called $7wa/de, who ſuccceded him in the cſtares and kingdome, bclon- 
ging to his famous predeceſſors. Thar Age,and the Court of that Roy- 
all Princc;; was veric highly renowned, by the honour of faire Ser:dha, 
Daughter tothe faide S7walae ; who beſide her generall repute, of be- 
ing a myracle of Nature, in perfection of beaunie, and moſt complcate 
in all that the heart of man could defireronote, ina body full of grace, 
gentleneſſe, and whatſoeuer cl{e, toattratt the eyes of cueric one to be- 
holde her : was alſo ſo chaſte, modeſt,and baſhfull, as it was mecrely im- 
poſſible to preuaile ſo farie with her,that any man ſhould come to ſpeake 
with her. For in thoſe dayes,martiiages were purſued and ſought by ya- 
lour, and by the onely opinion which {tour Warriours conceiued of the 
vertuous qualities of a Lady. Notwithſtanding, neucr could any man 
make his vaunt,that ſhe had giuen him ſo much as a looke,or cuer any at- 
tained to the fanour, to whilper a word in her care. Becauſe, both the 
cyſtome and will of Patents then (very reſpectiucly kept in tholg, Nor- 
therne parrs of the world) of hearing ſuch ſpeake, as defired their daugh- 
ters in marriage, grew from offering them ſome worthy ſeruiccs ; and 
thereby compaſled meancs to yeeldtheir contentation, by ſome graci- 
ous and kinde anſwers. i Tom a, 1 

But ſhe, who was farre off from the deſire of any ſuch follies, referring 
her ſclte wholly to the will and diſpofirion of the King her Lord and Fa: 
therz was ſocontrary togiue any-lunng man an anſwer, that her cyc ne> 
uer looked on any one ſpeaking ro her, appearing as ſparing in vouchſa- 
ing a glance, as her heart was free fromathoyght of aff, tion, For ſhe 
had no other imagination, but that Maids borh in their choice and will, 
ought to haue any other diſpoſition, but ſuch as ſhould bee pleafing to 
their Parents, either to graunt, or deny z according as they were guided 
by their graue 1wdgement. In like manner, ſo well had ſhe bridelcd her 
&. nſuall appetites, withthe curbe of Reaſon, Wiſedom.,and Prouidence; 
ſetting (uch an extraordinary feuere and conſtant reſtraint,on the twink- 
ling or motions of her eyes, in abſolute obedience to her Father, as ne- 
ucr was [he (cene to turne her head afide, ta lend one looke on any man 
of her age. Pn 

A worthy ſight it was, to behold Kaights errant, paſſing, repaſſing to 
Denmarke, and backe againe, HCI Bo amr. > Pte ro 
win the leaſt ſigne of graceand fauor, trom her whom they ſo dutiouſly 
purſurd,to ſteale bur a filly glimpſe or glance,and would have thoughtit 
a kind of honorable theft. Bur this immovable rock of beauty, alchough 
lhe knew the diſſignes of them which thus frequented the Court of the 
King her Father, and could not pretend ignorance of their endeauorr, 
aymung onely ar obtaining her in matriage : yer did not lend any looke 
of hereye, yeelding the leaſt ſignal} of the hearts motion, in affeRing a- 
ny thing whatſocuer, but what it pleaſed her Father ſhe ſhould do. 


Seriftha, 


 gonernedby "Madam Nephila, 


Seridthsliuing in this ſtrange and vnvſualt manner, it mooued manie 
Princes and great Lords, to come and court her, contending both by 
fignes and words, to change her from this ſcuere conſtancie, and make 
knowne (if poſhble it might be) whether a woman would or could be fo 
reſolute, as tovſeno reſpeR arall rowards them,comming from ſomany 
ſtrange countries, to honor her in the Courts of the King her father, Bur 
in theſe dayes of ours,if ſuch a number of gallant ſpirits ſhould come, to 
aske but one looke of ſome of our beauties, Jam halfe affraide, thar they 
ſhould finde the eyes of many of our dainty Darlings, nor fo ſparing of - 
their glances,as thoſe of SerziFha were. Conſidering, that our Courtiers * 
of thefs tumes, are this way emulous one of another, and Women are ſo 
forward in offering themſclues, that they performe the Office of ſuters, 
as fearing leaſt they ſhould not be ſolicited,” yea, though ir be in honeſt 
manner. & 

The King, who knew well enough, that a Daughter was atreaſure of 
ſome danger to keepe, and growing doubtfull withall leaſt (in the end) 
this ſo obſtinate ſeucrity would be ſhaken, if once it came to paſſe, that 
his daughter ſhould feele the piercing apprehenſions ofloue, & whercof 
(as yer )ſhe never had any experience ; he determined to vie ſome reme- 
dy for this great concourſe of louers, and ſtrange kinde of carriage inthe 
Princeſſe his daughter. For, hee appar:ntly perceived, that ſuch excel- 
ling beauty as was in Ser/&ha, with thoſe good and commendable cu- 
ſtomes,and other ornaments of his daughters mind, could neuer atrayne 
to ſuch an height of perfeRion; bur yer there would be found ſome men, 
{o wittily accute and ingenious, asto conuert and humor a maid, accor- 
ding to their will, and make a mockery of them, who were (before) of 
moſt high cſteeme. Beſide, among ſo great a troope of Lords, as dayly 
made tender of their amorous ſeruice, ſome one or other would prooue 
ſo happy, as(at the laſt) ſhe ſhould be his Miſtreſſe . And therefore for- 
bearing what oth*rwiſe hee had intended, as a finall concluſion of all 
ſuch follies : calling his daughter alone to himſelfe in his Chamber, and 
ſtanding cleere from all other attention, hee vſcd to her this, orthe like 
Language. 

I know not faire daughter, what reaſon may moue you to ſhew your 
ſelfe ſo diſdainfull towards ſo many Noble and worthy men, as come to 
viſite you, and honour my Cour with their preſence, offering me theyre 
loue and loyall ſeruice, vnder this onely pretence (as I perceiue) of 
raining you, and compaſlling the happineſſe-(as it appeareth in plaine 
ſtrife among them) oneday to winne the prize, you being the maine yl- 
ſue of all their hope. If i be baſhfull modeſty, which/indeede) ought ro 
attend on all virgins of your yeares, and ſoveyles our eyes, as (with ho- 
nour ) you cannot looke on anything, bur what is your owne, or ma 
not iuſtly vouchſate to ſee: I commend your maidenly continency,whic 
yet neuertheleſſe, I would not haueto bee ſoſeuere, as (at length) your 
youth falling into miſlikethereof, it way bee the occaſion of ſome 

misfortune, either to you, or mee, or cl{c toys bothtogerher : confide- 


ring 
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ring what rapes arc ordinarily commited in thoſe quarters, and the La- 
dics equall cuery way to your ſclte ; which happening, would preſently 
be the cauſe ofmy death. $f 

Ifir beinregard of ſome vowe which you hauc conſecrated to virgini- 
ty, and toſomc one of our Gods : I ſeeke not thereinto hinder your dif. 
ſeipnes,neither will bereaue the celeſtial powers, of wharſoencr apper- 
tainethrothem. Albeit I could wiſh, tharit ſhould be kept iaa place 
more ſtraited, and ſeparate from the reſort of men to the end, that ſo 
bright a be-ury as yours is, ſhould cauſe no diſcords among amorous ſu- 
ters,neither my Court prouea Campe deſtinicd vnto the concluſion of 
ſuch quarrels,or you be the occaſion of reuiving ſo many, whole ſeruice 
would beſceme a much more needfull place, thento dye heere by fond 
and fooliſh opinion of enioying a vaine pleaſure, yet remaining in the 
power of another body to grant. If theretore I ſhall perceiuc,that theſe 
behauiours in you do proccede from pride, or contempt of them, who 
endeauour to do you both honour and ſcruice,and inſted of granting them 
a gracious looke,in arrogancie yowkeepe it from them,making them cne- 
mies to your folly and my ſufferance : I {wcareto you by our greateſt 
God,that I will t:ke ſuch due order, as ſhall make you fecle the hand of 
an offended Father, and teach you (henceforth) robee much more af- 
table. 

VV herefore deere daughter, you ſhalldo me a ſingular pleaſure, free- 
ly to acquaint me with your minde, and the reaſons of yourſo ſtrife ſe. 
ucrity : prormling you, vpon the word and faith of a King, nay more, of 
a loving and kinde Father, th tif I finde the cauſe to be iuſt and reaſo- 
nable, I will Cefiſt (© farre from hindering your intent, as you {hall rather 
perceiue my farherly furtherance,and reſt truly reſolued of my hclpe and 
faour, \Whereforc fiire daughter, neither bluſh or difinay, or feare to 
l-t mevnderſtand your will ; tor euidently I ſee, that meere virgin ſhame 
hath m»dea rapture of your foule, being nothing clſe but thoſe true 
ſplendors of vertue deriued from your Auncecſtors, and ſhining in you 
moſt glorioufly gracing you witha much richer embelliſhing, then thoſe 
beauties beſtowed on you by Nature. Speake therefore boldly to your 
Father, becauſe there is no law to prohibit your ſpeech to him :for when 
h- commanderh,he oughtto be obeyed : promiſing vpon mine oath once 
apaine,that it your reaſonsareſuch as they ought to be, Iwillnorfaile to 
accommodate your tancy. 

The wife and vertuous Princeſſe, hearingthe King to alledge ſuch gra- 
ci0!1S reaſons, and to lay fo kinde a commind on her ; making him moſt 
lowe and humble renerence, in figne of dutifull accepring Tuch fauour, 
thus ſhe anſwered, Royall Lord and Father, ſeeing thatin your Prince- 
ly Court, T haue gathered whatſoeter may be termed vertuous in me,and 
you being the principall inſtruter of my life, from whom I have learned 
tholc leſlons, how maides (of my age) ought rt gouerne and maintaine 


*themſelucs : you ſhall apparantly perceiue, thar neither gazing lookes, 


which I onghe not to yeelde without your conſent, nor pride or arro- 
Panclie, 
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ancie ; never taught mce by you, orthe Queene my moſt bonourable 
T ady and Mother,are any occaſion of my cariage towards them, which 
come to make oſtentation of their folly in your Court,as ifa meere look 
of Seridha, were ſufficienttoyeeld arm effcually of their deſires 
victory. —*- 

Nothing (my moſt Royall Lord and Father) induceth me to this kind 
of bchauiour, but onely due reſpeR of your honour and mine owne:and 
to the end it may not be thought that I belye my ſelfe, in not cying the 
affe&ionate offers of amorous purſucrs, or haut any other priuare reſer- 
ved meaning, then what may beſt pleaſe King S:waide my Father, ler it 
ſuffiſe Sir, that it remaineth in your power onely, to make an apt eleRi- 
on and choice for mee : for I neither ought, nor will allowe the a 
rance of any ſuiters kindneſſe, ſe much as by alooke (much lefſe then by 
words) vntill your Highneſlſe (hall nominate the man, to be a meer hul- 
band for Seri&#ha. Itis onely you then (my Lord) that beares the true 
life-blood of our Anceſtors. It is the vntainted life of rhe Queene my 
Mother, that ſets a chaſte and ſtrit reſtraint on mine eyes, from eſtran- 
ging my heart, to the idle amorous enticements of young giddy-headed 
Gentlemen, and haue ſealed "py ſoule with an abſolute determinati- 
on, rather to make choice of death, then avy way to alter this wy war- 
rantable ſeuerity. | p15 

You being a wiſe King, and the worthy Father of Secihþa, it is in you 
to mediate, counſcll, and effe&, what beſt ſhall beſeeme the deſlcignes 
of your daughter, becauſe it is the vertue of Children,yea,and their eter- 

glory and renowne, to illuſtrate the liues and memories of their pa- 

rents. It conſiſteth in you, cither to graunt honeſt licenſe ro ſuch Lords 
as defire me, or to oppoſe them withſuch diſcreete conditions, as both 
your ſelfe may fit free from any further affliting, and they reſt defeated 
of daungerous diſſentions, 'according as you foreſee what may enſue , 
Which yer(neuerthelefſc);I hold as a matter impoſſible, if their diſcord 
ſhould be grounded on the ſole apprehenfion of their ſoules: and the on- 
ly preuentionthercof, is,not to yceld any figne,glance of the eye, or ſo 
muchas a;word moreto:one man' then another : for ſuch is the ſerled 
diſpolitioh of your daughters ſoule, and which ſhee humbly entreateth, 
oP ſo ſtill be ſuffered. LI nee 7550 21S : PA 
. Many meanes there are, w to winne thegrace © 
King, by employing their paines iaworthy Oy 5 9 No Pin eas 
their yeeresand vertue, if any ſuch ſparkes of honour doe ſhine in their 
ſoules ; rather;then by gaining hecreany marrer of ſo nieane mothent, 
by cndeauouring to ſhake rhe ſimplicity of a baſhfall Maide » Ler them 
cleare the Kings High-wayes of Thecues, who make the paſſages diffi- 
cult ; or let them expallPy rates fromoffche Seas, which make our Da» 
niſh coaſts every way inacccfiible. Theſt are the Noble meaniesto me- 
rice, as may.throw d:ſerued recompence vpon them, and much more 
worthily, then making Idolles of Ladies lookes, or gazing for Babies in 
their wanton eyes. Sormay yon beſtowe on them what 15 your owne, 
gran- 


. 
- 
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granting Seritha to behold none, but him who-'you hall pleaſe to giue 
her : for otherwiſe, youknow her abſolute reſolue, neuerto looke any 
living man in the face,bur onely you my gracious Lord and Father, 

The King hearing this wiſe and modeſt an{wer of his daughrer, could 
not chooſe but commend her in his heart; and ſmiling at the counſel? 
which ſhe gaue him, returned her this anſiver. Vnderſtand me well,farre 
daughter 3 neither am TI minded to breake your determination wholly, 
nor yet to gouerne my ſelfe according to your fancy. Iftand indiffcrent- 
ly contentcd, thar vntill I haue otherwiſe purpoſed, you ſhall continue 
the natureof your ancient cuſtome: yer condrionally, thatwhen Icom- 
mand analteration of your carriage, you faile not therein todeclareyour 
obedicnce. What clſe remainerth belide, for ſo filly athing as a Woman 
is, and for the priuate pleaſing of ſo many great Princesand Lords,1 will 
not endanger any of their liues, becauſe theirparents and frienes (being 
ſenſible of ſuchloſſes) may ſeeke reuenge, perhaps to their owne ruine , 
and fome following ſcourgeto my indifcretion. 'ForlI conſider (daugh- 
ter) thatI hauc neighbours who ſcarſely loue me, and of whom {in time) 
I may right my {clte, having recciued by therr meanes, great wrongs and 
iniuncs.. : AloT make nodoubr, but ro manage your loue-ſute with dif- 
cretion, and ſer ſuch a pleaſing; procceding berweene them, as neyther 
ſhall beget any hatred 1nthem towards me, nor yet offend them in elieF# 
fctions purſuite, rill fortune may ſmile ſo fauourably vppon ſore 6ne 
man, toreach the height of both qur wiſhed deſires. 0 03614301 09 

Snvalde was thus determinartely reſolucd, zo ler his daughter live # 
her ownediſcretion, without any alteration of her continued ſeveritie; 
percciuing day by day,that many.came ſtill ro zequeſt her in mariage;and! 
he<ould notgiue her rothemall,.nor make his choyſe of any one, leaſt 
all the reſt ſhould become his enemies, and fallin quarrell one'with an6-/ 
ther. Oncly this therefore was hisardination; 'that amoneo ſuch a nums 
ber of arzorous ſuitcrs,» heonely hould wear e the Lawrell wreath of vis 
Qory, whocould obrainefuch favonr of Serzt2ha, as buttolooke him in! 
the tace., Thisconditign feetnedto bee of nomeane difficulty, yea,and 
to impothblc, tharmany;gaue overtheiramorans enterprize : whereof 
Serietha was wondtoafly wyfull, fecing her {t{fe caſed of Tich redious 
1mportunitic, dulling her carcs with their proffered ſeruices, and fop- 
Puſh allegations of fantaRicke feruiryde:: ſuch as idle headed Louers do 
vic to protelt beforerheirMiRrefſes, wherein they may belceue them, if 


they iGonil! 3.5 11000% ? $ it ,90N 
were thus torwardin their heate'of 'affeRiot - 


\ > Amongallthemthar 
there was a young Daniſh Lord, named Ocherw, the ſonne of a Pyrate: 
called Heb4nr#, the ſame man, whothauing Rtolne the Sifter ynro King 
Huv2umnus,and filter v 87m2/de,andathancing hitaftlfe to her, was ſhine 
by King Ha/dwpe,andbythus killinig him,enioyed both ttic Lady;and the 
kiogdome ofthe Gothes alſo, as: hecinheritance , This'Ochars, rely: 
10g mucho his comclineſſe of perſon, wealth, power; andivalour. but 
{abouc all the reſt}on hisexcellencand eloquent ſpeaking; beſtowed his | 


beſt 
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beſt endeauoursto obraine. Seriha,notwithſtanding the contemprible 
carriageof the reſt rowards him : whereupon preuailing for hisacceſſeto 
the Princeſſe,and admitted to ſpeake,asall the other did,he reafoned with 
her in this manner, 

Whence may it proccede, Madam, thar you being the faireſt and wileſt 
Princeſſe living at this day in all the Northerne parts,ſhould make fo ſmal 
account of your ſelfe, as to denie that, which with honour you may yceld 
co them,as ſecke to doe you moſt humble eruice; and forgetting the rank 
you hold, doe refuſe ro deigne them recompencein any manner whatſoe- 
uer,ſeeking onely to enioy you in honourable marriage? Perhaps you are 
of opinion,that the G ods ſhould become (lauesto your beauty, in which 
reſpe&,men are vtterly vnworthy to craue any ſuch acquaintance of you, 
Ifit beſo, 1 confeſſe my {elfe conquered : Bur if the Gods ſecke no ſuch 
aſſociation with women, and fince they forſookethe World,they left this 
legacy tovs men; I thinke you couerafter none, but ſuch as weextraed 
of their blood, or may make vaunt ot their necre kindred and allianceto 
them. I know that many haue wiſhed,and do notdefire you: I know alſo, 


that as many haue requeſted you of the King your Father, but thechoice - 


remaineth in your power, and you being ordained the Iudge, to diſtin- 
ouiſhthe merit of all your Sutorsz methinkes you do wrong to the office 
of a Iudge ; innot regarding the parties which are inſuite, to ſentence the 
deſert of the beſt and braucſt, and ſo to delay them with no more linge- 
ring. 

[rms thinke Madam, that you areſo farre out of your (-Ife, and ſo 
chill cold in your afteRion, bur d-fice of occaſions, equall to your vertue 
and ſingularbcauty, do ſometime touch you feclingly, and make you to 
wiſh for ſuch a man, anſwerable to the greatnefſe of your excellency. 
And if it ſhould be otherwiſe (as I imagine itto be impoſſible) yer you 
ought ro breake ſuch an obſtinate deſigne,oncly to ſatisfie the King your 
Farhcr, who can defirenothing more,thento hauea Sonne in Law,to re. 
ucnge him on the Tyrant of Swetza , who, as you well know, was ſome- 
time the murthcrer of your Grand-father Hunguinue, and alſo of his Fa- 
ther, If you pleaſe to vouchlate me ſo much grace and fauour,as to make 
me the man, whom your heart hath choſento be your Husband;[ ſweare 
vato you by the honour of a Souldier, that I will vadergoe ſuch ſeruice, 
as the King ſhall bereuenged, you royally fatisfied,and my ſelfe aduan- 
ced rono meane happineſſe, by being the onely fortunate man of the 


World. Gentle Princefle, the moſt beautifull Daughter to a King,open. 


that indurate heart, andſo ſofrentit, that he ſweere impreſſions of loue 
may be engrauenthercin ; ſee there the ioyfull purſuite of your Ocharas, 
who, to fauc his life,catingt fo much as winne one looke from his divine 

Milſtreſle. | 
Thisniceneſſe is almoſt meerely barbarous, thatT, wiſhing to aduen- 
ture my life prodigally in your ſeruice, you are ſo crucll,as not to deigne 
recompenceto this dury of mine, withthe leaſt ſigne of kindnes that can 
be imagined, Faire Seri&ba,if you _ the death of your ffiendly ſer- 
a uant 
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Lara. thore are many other meancs whereby to performe it, with. 
—— aka. him in ſo (wal a fire, and luffcring him there ro languiſh 
without any anſwer. It you will not looke vpon mc; it my tace be 10 VOt- 
worthy, that onc beame of your bright Sunnes may not {hine Vpon it; 
If a word of your mouth be too precious for me z make a 11gne with your 
hand,cither of my happineſſe or diſaſter, If your hand be enutousof mine 
eaſe, let one of your women be ſhe, to pronounce the lentence of life Or 
death; becaule, if my life be hatefuil ro you, this hand of minc may fatif- 
fie your will, and ſacrifice it to the rigour of your diſdaine. Bur if/as Il am 
rather perſwadcd) the ruine of your ſeruants, be againſt your more mer. 
cifull wiſhes; deale ſo that I may perceive ir,and expreſſe what compaſſi. 
on you hane of your Ocharus, who coueterh nothing more,then your dai. 
ly hearts caſe and contentment, with a priuiledge of honour aboue other 
Ladies, All this diſcourſe was heard by Seri#ha, but fo little; was ſhe 
moued therewith, as ſhe was farre enough off trom returning him any 
anſwer,ncither did any of the Gentlewomen attending on her, ever heare 
her vſe the very leaſt word to any of her amorous follicitors, nor did ſhe 
know any one of them, bur by ſpeech onely, which droue them all into 
an vtter deſpaire, percciuing no pothible meanes whereby to conquer 
her. 

The Hiſtories of the Notherne-Countrics doe declare, that in thoſe 
times,the rapes of women were not much reſpected; and ſuch as purſued 
any Lady or Genelewoman with loue, were verily per{waded, that they 
neuer made ſufficient proofe of their amourous paihons , if they vndcr- 
rooke not all cunning ſtratagems, with adgenture of theirlinesto all pe- 
rils whatſocuer, tor the rape or ſtcalth of them, whom they purpoſed to - 
cnioy in marriage. As we rcad in the Gethes Hiſtory of Grams, Sonne to 
the King of Denmarke, who being impatiently amorous of the daughter 
tothe King of the Gorbes, and winning the love of the Lady;ftole her a- 
way, betorc her Parents or friends had any notice thereot ;by meancs of 
which rape,there followed a moſt bloody warre betweene the Gothes and 
the Daxes. In recompence of which intury, Srbaagerm, King of Norway, 
bciag choſenchiefe Commander of the Swetrans & Gothes.cntred power:- 
tully into De»marke,wh:re firſt he violated the Siſter to King Gramo, and 
led away her Daugheer, whom in the like manner he made his Spoulc.as 
the Daze had the Daughter of Sizrruge,Prince of the Gorhees. 

Ll induce thele bricte narrations,onely to ſhew,that while Ocherus made 
honeſt and affable meanes, to win reſpect from Serzdtha, and vic all ho- 
nourableferuicesto her,as the Daughter of fo great a Priace worthily de- 
{erued : ſome there were, not halte {o conſcientious as he, eſpecially one 
of the amourons futors, who being wary of the ſtrange catriages of Se- 
ri0th4,d:flembling toproſecute his purpoſe no further , prevailed ſo far, 
that he corrupted one of her Gouerneſſes, for ſecretly training her ro ſuch 
a place, where the rauiſher ſhould lic in ambuſh to carry her away {0 to 


mn her by policy, ſeeing all other mcancs failed tor rocompaſle his 
elite, _ «DI00ve 


' Behold, 
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Bchold to what a kind of fooliſh rage, which giddy headed dullards 
do terme a naturall paſhon, they are led, —— por more by fen- 
ſuality, then reaſon ot diſcretion, follow the braine-ſicke motions of their 
raſh apprehenſions. He which purſnech,, and proteſterh to loue a Lady 
for her genrility and vertue , knoweth not how to meaſure what lone is, 
neither ſeeth nor conceiueth, how farre the permiſſion of his owne endea- 
uous exrendeth, Morcouer, you may obſerue, that never-any age was ſo 
groſſe,or men {0 ſimple, but cuen almoſt from the beginning ,uarice did 
hood-winke the hearts of men, and that (with gold)the very ſtrongeſt 
Fortification in the World hath beene broken, yea, and the beſt bard 
pates laide open. Sericths, who ſhunned the ſight of all men, and ne- 
ver diſtruſted them which kept about her 3 ſhe who never knew{except 
ſome narurall ſparkegaue light to her vnderſtanding) what belonged to 
the embracements of men, muſt now (without dreami thereon)fall as 
foade to the inſatiable appetite ofa wretch,who compaſſed this furpriſall 
of her,ro glory in his owne lewdnefſe,aud make a mocke of the Princeſſes 
ſctled conſtancy. 

She, good Lady, following the councell of her trayterousguide,went 
abroad on walking, but weakely accompanied, as one that admttted .no 
men to attend her, which ſhe might haue repented vefy dearely,if Hea- 
uen had not ſuccourcd her innocency, by the helpe of him,who wiſhed 
her as well as the rauiſher, thotigh their deſires were quite contrary ; che 
onetoenioy her by violence, but the otheraff<Qed rather ro die, then 
do the leaſt at which might diſpleaſe her. No ſooner was Serithiarri- 
ucd ar the deſtined place, where het falſc Gouerneſle was to deliverher ; 
but becaine a ſecond Paris came, 4nd ſcized on her, hurrying her in haſt 
away, before any helpe could poſlibly reſcue her; the place being farre off 
from any dwelling, Wo 

Now the rauiſhcr durſt not conuey her to his owne abiding, to enioy 
the benefit of his purchaſe ;- but haked her inro a ſmall thicker of trees, 
where although ſhe knew the evident perill, whereinto her ſcuere conti- 
nency had now throwne her : yetnotwithſtanding, ſhe would not lift 'p 
her eyes, to ſee what he was that had thus ſtolne her, ſofirmely ſhedwe 
vpon grounded deliberation, and ſuch was the of her chaſt reſolue. 
And albeit ſhe knew a wickednefſe (worſe thendeathJpreparing for her, 

| who had'no other glory rhenin her vertue, and defire to hue contented- 
ly ; yet was ſhe no more aſtotnedtherear, then ifhe had led her tothe 
Palace of theKing her Father : perſwadingher ſeHfe;that violetice donets 
the body,is no preiudice ro honor, wheathe trtind is free and clecrefrorn 


conſent. A 
As thus this robber of beauty was preparing to maſſacre the modeſty 
iltiet et,yea,and defen- 


of the faire Princeſle, ſhe reliſted him with 
ded her ſelfe ſo worthily , that he conld not get'one of vey Lee 
Ont ihrvly, and 
bne,who'lit- 
dy then tis 


kiſſe of her checke, nor any advantage whatforner, 


 ſtrugling apainſt her ſtrongly : het outcryts'Were hea! 
tle Topics thar ſhe was ſo nezte, whom heToned more 


Aa 2 owne 
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owne life, namcly, Ocharwz who was walking accidentally alone igthis 
wood, dcuiſing by what meaues he might: wione grace from his ſterne 
Miſtreſſe. No ſooner tooke he knowledge of her, and ſaw her (in the 
armes of another) ro be rawſhed z but be cryed out tothe thiete, ſaying, 
Hand off villaine, let not {ucts {laue as thou, prophane with at vnreue- 
rendtouchthe ſacred honour of fo chaſte a Princeſſe, who deſeructh to = 
be more royally reſpeRed, then thus rudely hurried : Hand off I ſay,or | 
elſe I (weare by her diuine perfcftions, whom I clteeme aboue all crea. 
tures in this World to make thee dic more miſcrably, then cuer any man 
as yerdid. 

Whoſocuer had feene a Lyon oran Ounce rouſe himielfe, chaſing 
when any one aduentureth to rob him ot his prey; and theſe with fierce 
cyes, mounted creaſts,wrirhedtayles, and ſharpencd pawes,make againſt 
him that durſt ſo molleſt him. In the like manner did the rauiſher ſhew 
himſelfe, and one while ſnarling, another while briſtling the darted dif- 
dainefull lookes at Ocharws, and ſpake to him in this manner, Vile and 
baſe Sea-theife, as thou art, welcome tothy deſcrued wages,and itt re- 
payment for thy proud preſuming. It glads my heart not a little,to meete 
thee here, where thou ſhalt ſ{yone perceive what good will I beaze the, 
and whether thou be worthy vor noto cnioy the honour of this Lady,now 
in miac owneabſolute poſſeſhon. It will allo encreaſe her more ample 
perſwaſion of my worth, and pleade my merit more effectually in hier fa- 
uour ; when ſhe ſhall ſee what a powerful] arme I hauc, to punith this 
proud inſolcnce of a Pirate. 

This harſh language was ſo diſtaſtfull ro Orharws, that like a Bull, niade 
angry by the tecth of ſome Maſtiue Dogge, or pricked by the point of a 
weapon,he ran vpon his enemy,and was fo roughly welcommed by him, 
as it could nor calily be tudged which of them had the better aduantage. 
But in the cad Forcune fauourcd molt the honeſt man, and Ocharus h1- 
uing ouerthrowne the robber, he ſmote the head of him quite from his 
ſhoulders, which hc preſented roher, whom he had deliuercd out of fo 
grcat a perill, aadthus he ſpake. You may now behold Madam,whether 
Ochara be a true loucr of Seri&haes vertues,or no, and your knowledge 
tully reſolued, at what cnd his afteRion aiacth , as allo, how farce his ho- 
nelt deſert extendeth, for you both to loue him, and to recompencethe 
loyall reſpeR he hath vicd towards yow-Neucr looke on the villaines face, 
who Rrouetoſhame the King your Fathers Court, by violation of thee- 
uery, the chaſcſt Princefſe oa the Earth; bur regard Ocharws,who is ready 
to ſacrifice himſclfe, if you take as much pleaſure inhis ruinc,as/hethin- 
keth) he hath giuen you contentment, by delivering you from this 
Traytor, 

Dothit nor appcare vato you Madam,that I haue as yet done enough, 
whereby to be thought a worthy Husband, for the royal} Daughter of 
Denmar ke?Haue | not ſatisfied the Kings owne Ordinance, by deliuering 
bis Daughter,asalceady I baue done £ Will Seric2ha be ſoconſtant in her 

»a5 Rot toturne her cyc towards him, who expoſed his life.co no 
meancs 


—— 
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meanc perill and danger, onely in! the defence of her Chaſtiry? Then 
I plainely perceiue, that the wages of my deuoire, is ranked 3 
thoſe precedent ſeruices, which I haue performed for ſo hurtfull a'beay- 


tie. Yer gentle Princeflc, let me tell you, my carriage hath bin of more 


importance,then all the others can be, and my merit no way to be com- 
pared with theirs ; at leaſt, if you pleaſed to make accountof him,who in 
an vnfcigned louer of your modeſty, and deuoutly honoureth your ver- 
tuous behauiour, And yet Madame, ſhall I have none other anſere 
from you, but your perpetuaſl ſilence ? Can youcontinue ſo obſtinate in 
your opinion, in making your ſelfe ſtill as ſtrange to your Ocherus, as to 
the reſt, who haue no other afteRion, but onely ro the bare ourfide of 
beauty 2 Why then, Royall Lady, ſecing (arthis inſtant time) all my la- 
bour is bur loſt, and your heart ſeemeth much more hardned,in acknows- 
ledging any of my honeſt ſeruices : ar lcalt yerler me be ſo happy,asro 
condudt you backeto the Palace, and reſtore you to that ſacred fatetie; 
which will be my ſoules beſt comfortto behold, 

No outward ligne of kinde acceptation, did avy way expreſſe ir (elfe 
in her, but ratheras fearing,leſt the commodiouſneſle of the place ſhould 
incite this yong Lord,to forget all honeſt reſpeR,and imitatethe other in 
like baſeneſſe. But he,who rather wiſhed a thouſand deaths,then any way 
co diſpleaſe his Miſtrefſe, as it he were balte doubtfull of her ſuſpition; 
made offer of guiding her backe to the place, from whence ſhe had before 
bene ſtolne, where ſhe found her company ſtill ſtaying, as nor daring ro 
ſtirre thence,to ler the King know his daughters ill fortune;but whenthey 
ſaw her returne,and in the company of ſo worthy a Knight,they grew rc- 
folued,that no violence had bene done vnto her, 

The Princeſſe ſharpely rebuked her women, for leaving her ſo baſe- 
ly as they had done, gaue charge to'one of them (becauſe ſhe would nor 
ſeeme alrogether negligent and diſcourteous) that ſhe being gone thence, 
ſhe ſhould not faileto thanke Ochares, for the honeſt and taithfull ſer- 
uice he had done vnto her, which (he would continually remember, and 
recompence as it lay in her power. Ncuerthelefſe,ſhe aduiſed him wirh + 
all,not to hope of any more aduantage thereby, then 'reaſon ſhould re- 
quire. For,if it were the will of the Gods, that ſhe ſhould behis wife, 
neither ſhe or any other could leror hinder it : bur if her deſtiny reſerued 
her for another, all his ſeruices would auaile to no purpole, but rather to 
make her the more rigorous towards him, _ 

This gracious anſwer, thus giuen bim by her Gentlewoman, although 
it gaue ſome ſmall contentment to the poare languiſhing louer , yer he 
ſaw no aſſured figne whercon to ſertle ns refolue,but his hopes vaniſhed 


away in ſmoake, as faſt as opinion bred them in his braine. And glad- | 


ly he would haue giuen ouer all further amorous ſolicitings, bur by ſome 
priuzte perſwaſions of her meſſage {cnt him, whichintime might ſo ad- 
vance his ſeruices done for her ſake, as would detiue far greater fauours 
from her. Whereupon, he omitted no time or place, but as occaſion 
eaue him any gracious permiſhon,ſtill plied her memorie, with his man - 


3} Holi ly 
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ly reſcuing her from the raviſher, ſuthcient ro plead bis merit to her Fa- 


mes : no man being ableto deſcruc her, as he had done. 

— purſued ms maner, that his ſpeeches ſerued hatefull 
co her, and deuiſing how to be free from his daily importunities,at length, 
in the habite of a poore Chamber-maide, {he ſecretly departed our of 
the Courr, wandering into the ſolitary parts of the country;where ſhe en 
cered into ſeruice, and had the charge ot keeping Sheepe, It may ſeeme 
ſtrange.that a Kings onely daughter ſhould ſtray in ſuch ſort,and deſpiſing 
Courtly life,berake her ſelfe to paines and eruility : bnt ſuch was her re- 
ſolution,and womendelighting altogether in extremes, ſpare noattem 

eo compaſſe their one wils, Allthe Court was inan vproare for the La- 
dies loſſe,the Father in no meane affliction, the Louers well-neere beſide 


their wits,and cuery one elſe moſt greeuouſly tormented, thata Lady of + 


ſuch worth ſhould ſo ſodainly be gone, and all purſuit made after her, 


gaine no knowledge of her, 
In this high tide of ſorrow and diſaſter, what ſhall we ſay of the gen- 


tle Lord Ocharus * What judgement can ſound the depth of his wofull 
extreamiry ? Fearing leaſt ſome other theete had now made a ſecond 
ſtcalch of his diuine Goddeſſe ; he muſt needs follow her againe, ſeeking 
quite throughout the world, neuer more rerurning backeto che Court, 
nor to the place of his owne abiding, vatill he heardtidings of his Mis- 
ſtreſſe,or ended his dayes in the ſearch of her. No Village, Towne,Cors: 
tage, Caſtle, or any place elſe of note or name, did he leaue vnſought, 
but diligently he ſcarched for Serifths ; ſtriving to get knowledge, vnder 
what habit hclived thus concealed, bur all his labour wasto no |. : 
which made him leaue the places ſo much frequented, and viſite the {o- 
litary deſert ſhades, entering into all Caucs and rulticke habirations, 
whercon he could faſten his eye, to ſecke for the loſt Treaſure of his 
ſoule. 

On aday, as he wandred along ina ſpacious valley, ſeated betweene 
ewo pleaſant hilles, raking delightro heare the gentle murmure of theri.. 
uers,runninng by the ſides of two neighbouring rockes,planted with all 
kinde of trees, and very thickely ſpread with moſle : he cſpied a flocke of 
Sheepe feeding on the graſle, and nor farre off from them ſatea Maide 
ſpinning on her Diſtaffe ; who having got a ſight of him, preſently coue- 
red her face with a veile. Loue, whoſare as Sentinell both in the heare 
and eye of the gentle Norwegian Lord, 2s quickly diſcoucred the ſubtil. 
ty of the faire Shephearddefle, enſtruQting the ſoule of 0charas, that 
thus ſhe hid her face, as couctingnort to be knowae : whereupon he ga- 
thered, that doubtleſſe this was , for whom he hadde ſought with 
_ tedious trauaile, and thercfore going diretly ynto her, thus hee 
ſHAaKe, 

Þ Genie Princeſſe ; wherefore do youthus hide your ſelfe from me - 
Why do you haunt theſe retreats and deſolate abodes, hauing power to 
_commaund ouer infinite men, that cannot line but by your preſence 2 


Whar 


ther,and that in (in equity ſhe ought to be his wite,by right both of Ho- 
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What hathmoucd you Madam,' to fliyefrom company,to dwell among . 

deſert Rockes, and ſerueasa ſlauetoſuch a are no way worthy of your 

ſeruice : Why do you torſake a potent King, whoſe onely daughter and 

hopeyou ate, leauing your countrey and royall traine of Ladies, and ſo 

| | farrc abafing your ſelte, to liue inthe deiefted ſtateofa ſeruant, and to 

| ſome ruſticke clowne or peazant ? Whatreaſoa have you, todeſpiſe ſ0 
many worthy Lords, that dearely loueand honot you, but/above them 
all) your poore{lauc 0chari,who hath made no ſpare'of his owne life for 
the ſafety of yours, and alſo tor the defence of your honot? Royall maid, 
I am the ſame man thar delivered you fromthe villaine, who would have 
violated your faire chaſtity z and fince then, haue not ſpared any paine 
or traucll in your ſearch : for wholc loſſe, King S/walde is in extreme an- 
euiſh,the Dares in mourning habites, and Ocharws eucn at the doore of 
death,being no way able to endure your abſence. 

Are you of the minde, worthy Madam, that I hauc not hitherto de- 
ſerued ſo much as one. good looke or glance of your eye, intecompence 
of ſo many good and loyall ſeruices?If Alas! am-neither rauiſher,nor des 

-- mander of any vaiuſt requelts,or elſe inciuill in my motions : I may me- 
rit one regard of my Miltreſſe, I require onely fo filly a fauour, that her 
'eycs may pay methe wages forall which I hauc hitherto done in her ſer- 
uice. VVhat would you do Madam, ifIwerean importunate ſolicitor, 
and requeſted farregreater matters of you, in juſt recompence of my la+ 
bours ? I donot deſire, that you ſhould cmbrace me, I amnot ſo bold, 
as to requelt a kiſle of Sericthes, more then immoxtall lips] Nor doc I 
couct, that ſhe ſhould any otherwiſe entreate me, then with ſuch ſeuerity 
as beſcemeth ſo great a Princeſſe. I aske no more, but oncly ro elcuate 
your chaſte eyes, and grace me ,with one little looke,as being the man, 
who for his vertue and loyall affection, hath deſerued more then that fa+ 
uour,yea,a much greater and excellent recompence, Can youthen be fo 
cruc},as to denic me ſo {mall athing, without regard of the maine debt, 
wherein you ſtand cngaged to your Ocharms ? 
The Princeſſe perceiuing that it auailed nothing to conceale- her (clie, 
being by him ſo apparantly diſcouered ; begah :now to ſpeake(which ſhe 
had never done before; cither to himgor any other of her amorous ſit- 
ters) anſwering him in this manner. Lord Ocharw, it might ſufhce you, 
ehaf your impartunity made me forſake my Fathers Court, and cauſerh 
meto liuc in this abaſed condition, which I purpoſe to proſccure all my 
life time; orſo long (at thelcaſt) as you, and/fuch as youare, purſue 
me ſo fondly as you haue preſumed to do, Forl amrelolued, neuer to 
fauour you any otherwiſe; then hitherto I have done ; defiring you ther- 
fore, thar Serid#h4 wanting an Interpreter cotell youher will, you would 
now recciue ſooner her owne mouth,dctermining ſoone todye, then alter 
aiot of her intended purpoſe. 41 | | 
Ocharus hearing this vowelcome apſwere,was euen ypan the point to 
hauelaine himſcltc : bur yet, not to loſe the name of a valiant man,orto 
be thought of an effeminare or corny ſpirite, that a VVomaa hoy 
*L a 4 rce 
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force himroan ate, fo tarre vatirting tor a mit of his cake; he rooke 
hislcane of her, ſolemnely promifingnor to torger herfurther purſuice 


rallrimesto her 10 long as he lined, although her 'commauynd 
= _ hard fo! om, ro endure. So thee departedthence,. not vntothe 
Court, the being not there, that had the power to entoyne/his preſence : 
but hometo his owne houſe, where he was no; ſooner arriued; bur he be- 
ganto waxe wearie of his former folly : accuſing humſeltc of greatindil- 


 crerion, for ſpending ſo much time invaine, andin her ſexnice, who vt- 


rerly deſpiſed him,and all his endeauours which: he; vadertooke. He be- 
gan toaccule her of great ingratitude, laying over-much reſpe&t vppon 
her vertue, to haue no feeling at all of his loyaltufferings ; bur mecrcly 
made a mockery of his martyrdome. Heereupon, he concluded to giue 
once all further affection, to languiſh no longertor her ſake, 'that hated 
him and all his actions, 

While he continued intheſe melaacholly pathons, the Princeſſe, who 
all chis while had perſiſted in ſuch ftri& ſeucrity-as aſtoniſhed the cou- 
rapes of her (touteſt ſeruants; conſidering ( more: deliberately) on the 
ſincere affeRion of Ocharw, andrthat vertue onely made him rhe friend 
to her modeſty, and not wanton or laſciuiousapperne; the felt a wiliing 
readineſſe in her foule, to pratitic him in ſome worrhy manner , and to 
recompence ſome part of his trauailes. Which to cfkR, - the relolued 
to follow him (in ſome counterfeire habite)eucntorthe place of his owne 
abiding, to try, it calily he could take knowledge of her, whom fo lately 
he ſaw in the garments of a Shepheardefſe. Bring thus minded, thee 
went to her Miltreſſe whom ſhe ſerued, and whothad likewiſe ſeenc Lord 
Ocharus (of whom'(the had pertc&t knowledge) when he conterred with 
the Shephearddeſſe,and enquiring the cauſc,why he reſorted in that man- 
nr to her, Seriha returned her thus anſwer, 

Miſtrefle, I make no doubr, bur you will be fomewhat amazed, and 
(perhaps)can hardly credit which you heare, that ſhe who now ſcraerh 
you inthe poore degree of Shephearddeflce, is the onely daughter to $#+ 
watae King of the Danes : for whoſe loue,ſo many great Lords have con- 
aually laboured, and rhat1 onely attrated hither Ocharaus the Noble 
Some of valiant Hevories, to wander in theſe folitary deſerts, ro finde 
our h-r that fled from him, and helde him in as high dildaine;as] did all 
thereſtof bis fellow1iuals. Butit my words may not heerein ſufficiently 
alare you, 1 would aduift you ro ſend where Ochbarws dwelleth,and there 
make turther enquiry of him, to theend thiryou may not imagine mea 
Iyar. If my ſpeeches do otherwiſe preuaile with you, and you remaine af: 
tured, that:Tam ſhe, whom your Noble neighbour ſo deerely afteReth; 
AMbeit 1 neucr made any xceount ataliof him : then I do earneſtly increat 
you, ſo much'to ſtand my friend, as to provide Ome-<conuenient mearirs 
for me, whereby I may paſſe voknowne tothe Caſtle of Ocharws, to re 
uengt my fete on his civil honeſty, and (mile at him hereatter;if he prouc 
not fo cleerely fighred, as to know her being ſo neere him, whom he vaun. 


> 


teth to love oue all wamen elſe, + 
The 
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The good Country-wornan hearing theſe words, and perceyui = 
ſhe nadthe Princeflc in her houſe, of whoſe ſpeeches ſhe Mer ma 
doubt.in regard of her ſtout countenance,grauty,and faire demeanor,be 
ganto relliſh ſomething in her minde, farre differing from marter of com. 
mon vadetſtanding, and therefore roundly  replyed in this kind of lan- 
uage. 

: Madam (for ſeruantI may no longer call you) I make no queſtion to 
the contrary, but that you are deriged of high birth 3 hauing obſerued 
your bchauiour, and womanly carriage, And ſo muchrhe more. I re- 
maine aſſured thereof, hauing ſecne ſuch great honor done vnro you, by 
the Noble Lord,and worthy Warriour Ocharws + wherefore, it liecthnor 
in my power, toinpeach your deffeignes, much leffe iro ralke of your 
longer ſeruice, becauſe you are the Princeſſe Serid7ha, whom I am to 
pertorime all humble dutie vnto, as being one of yuur meaneſt ſubicts. 
And although you were not ſhee, ' yet would1 not preſume any way to 
offend you, in regard of the trur and vertubus Joue, whichthat good 
Knight Ocharws ſeemerthito beare you. If my \company beneedfull for 
you;[ beſeech you'to "cept it : if not, rake-whatſoeucr is mine, which 
may any way ſted you, for, to take you paſſe vnknowney] can and will 
prouide ſufficiently, <tien to your ewae conternment, and in ſuch ſtrange 
manner, as Ocharms (were he neuter ſocleerely ſighted) ſhalbe deceiucd, 
you being attiredin thoſe faſhion garments, which here intheſe partsate 
viſually worne. ol 40 131 OTE ic 
Serictha being wonderouſly ioyfullat her anſwere,ſuffred her to painr., 
or rather (ole her faire! face, with the iuce of divers hearbes and rootes, 
and cloathed her'in ſuch an habite as thoſe women vie to weare thar line 
inthe mountaines of Norway,vpon the ſea-coaſt fronting Creat-Britaine., 
Beins this diſguiſed;confidently (he went, tobeguile rheeye of her dea- 
reſt friend, and4fo ro retarne bickeYeaine from/him, having affoorded him 
{uch a ſecrer fauour,ierequitall of his honourable ſeruices ;\deliuering her 
out of fo great a danger; and coihming to vilice- her in fo folicaric a life. 
Nor would ſhe haue thewomans eompiny any.further,themill ſhe came 
within the ſight of Ochari his Gaſtſes where when theewas arrived (he 
heing ther/abſent)cthemother vints the' Noble Gearleman,gdue her cout- 
120Us weleorne;and;notwithſtandingher groſfrand homely-ouwardaps 
pearanice,yet ſhe colleRed by her coantenanceabat there was a matter 6f 
much more worth iy herghento bei woman of baſe breedirig. . 
When Otharns was returned home;he receined aduertiſement by his 
Mother, concernihg the arrival of this Rranger;/\wbcrids fodainchita 
| ſoule halfe perſwadtd him, of forme*kinde coureliero p from his 
« ſweet rebell, prerenditip now ſome feigned'cxeaſe;in reevmpence af. abl 
his tramiles, and paſſid- honeſt s, ' Obſerding alher; ations: and 
peſtures, het wonrcd'tigour never bendins on6ibr, - or gtue way to her 
eye to looke vpon aty man; he grew the betty aſſured abate: wasrhe 
danghtet't6 King ShvalMe: Yet to xaks; 10 knowledge thereof 
he bethought himaſelfe of x quient policy, -whittaby vd maker. oiah, wibit- 
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ther ſecret kindnefle had conducted this Lady thither,or no, to conclude 
historments,and gue 2 finall cnd ro his greeuous attiitions, 

Vpon a watch-word giuen t0 his Mother, he pretended, and fo cau. 
ſed it to be noiled through the houle, that he wasto marry a very hono. 
rable Lady ; which the conſtant and chaſte maide verily beleeued ; and 
therefore gauethe morediligent attendance (/ as a new-come. ſeruant) 
to ſee all things in due decency, as no ORE could cxpreſſc her ſelfe more 
ready , becaule ſhe eſteemed him aboue all orher men, Yet ſuch wasthe 
ob{tinare opinion ſhe conceiucd of her owne precileneſſe, as ſhe would 
rather ſuffer all the ames of loue, then expreſſe the leaſt ſhew of deſire 
toany man living. Neuerthelclle, the was inwardly offended, that any 
other ſhould hauc the honour, to make her vaunt of enioying Ocharys ; 
whom (indeede){he coucted,and thought him only worthy in her heart, 
to be Son in law tothe King of Dewmarke. | 

N ow, as the Mother was very ſcrioully buſted in preparing the Ca- 
le, for recciuing the pretended Bride; the employed her new Mayde 
(Scriftha Ll meane) as buſily as any ot thc reſt. Inthe mcane while, Ocha- 
rus was laid vpon a bed, well noting all her carriage and behauiour, ſhe 
hauing a lighted Candle in her hand, without any Candleſticke to hold 
it it. As all the ſeruants (both men and maids) were running haſtily from 
place to place, tocary ſuch occaſions as they were commanded,the Can. 
dle was conſumcd lo neere to Ser;ehaestingers,that it burned her hand. 
She, not to failea tote in her height of mind, and to declare that her cou- 
rage was inuincible z was (o farre off from calting away the ſmall ſauffe 
which offcaded her, that ſhe rather graſpt it the more ſtrongly, even to 
the enflaming of her owne fleſb, whici gaue lightto the reſt about theis 
bulincle. A matter /almolt) as mcruellous, as the at of the noble Ro- 
mare,wlio gaue his hand to be burncd, in preſence ofthe 7'sjcane King, 
that had bch:dged Rome. Thus this Lad y would nceds make it apparant- 
ly known, by this generous act of hers, that her heart could notbe en- 
Hamed or conquered, by all the tires of concupiſcence, in ſuffering ſo 
ſtoutly and couragiouſly,the burning ot this mareriall fire, 

Ocharus, who {as we haue already ſaide) obſcrued cuery thing that 
Seridthadid; percciuing that ſhe ſpuke not one word, albeit her hand 
burncd inſuch herce maner, was much aſtoniſhed at hcr ſprightly mind, 
And as he was about to aduiſe her, to hurle away the fire ſo much offen- 
ding her ; Curioſitic (meerely narurall vato Woman) made the La- 
dy lift vppe hereyes, to ſee (by ſtealth) whether her friend had no- 
ted her inuincibie conſtancy, orno. Heereby Ocharw won the honour 
of his long expected vidtory ; and leaping from offthe bed, hee ranne to 
embrace her, not with any ſuch teare as he had formerly vicd,in not da- 
rin2 ſo much asto touch her : but boldly now claſping his armes about 
herhe {aid Art this inſtant Madam,the King your Fathers decice is ful- 
ly accomplithed, tor Iam the firſt manthat cuer lookt you iathe face,and 
youarc oncly mine, without making any longer reſiſtance. You are the 
Princely Lady and witc, by me ſo conſtantly loucd and deſired, whom [I 
have 
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haue followed with ſuch painctull rraucls, expoſing my lifero infinice pe = 
rils in your feruice : you haue feene and lookt on hitn;who neuercraved 
any thing of you, bur onely this tauour, whereof you cannor bereaue me 
againe, becauſe the Gods thzmlſclues, at ſuch time as I leaſt expected in, 
haue beſtowne it on me, as my deſerued recompence, and worthy 'Te- 
ward. 

In thedeliuery of theſe words, he kiſſed and embraced her a thouſand 
times, ſhe not viing any great reſiſtance agaiaſt him, but one! y as ſome. 
what offended with her ſclfc,cither for being ſo raſh in looking on him.or 
elſe for delaying his due merit ſ@ long , or rather, becauſe with her good 
will ſhe had falne into the tranſgrefhon. She declared no violent or cop- 
tending motion,as loath to continue ſo long in his armes; bur rather eui- 
dent fignes of hearty contentment, yer in very baſhfull and modeſt man- 
ncr,willing enough to accept his louing kindnefle, yer nor wandring from 
her wonted chaſte carriage. He being tauourably excuſed,for the outward 
cxpreſſion of his amorous bchauiour to her, and certified withall, that 
ſince the time freeing her from the wrerch, who ſought the violating of 
her chaſtity, ſhe hadentirely relpeRted him, (albeir, roſhun ſuſpition of 
lightneſſe, and ro win more aſſurance, of what ſhe credited ſufficiently 
already, {he continued her ſtifke opiqion againſt him)yer alwayes this re- 
ſolution wat ſet dowae in her [oule, never (with her will) to haue any 0- 
ther Husband but Ocharzs, who (aboue all other) had beſt deſcrued her, 
by his generoſity, vertue,manly courage,and valiancy;whereot he might 
the berter aſlurc himſclte, becauſe (of her owne voluntary diſpofition) 
ſhe followed to find him our, not tor any other occaſton,but ro revenge 
her ſclte (by this honeſt Office) for all that he had done or vadertaken,ro 
winne the grace and loue of the King of Dewmarkes Daughter,co whom 
he preſented ſuch dutifull ſervice. - 

Ocharus, who would not looſe this happineſſe, to be made King of all 
the Norzherne Ilands, with more then athankfull heart, accepted all her 
gracious excuſes. And being deſirous to waſte no longer tine in vaine, 
leſt Fortune ſhould raiſe ſome new ſiratagem againſt him, rodiſpoſlefle 
him of ſo faireafelicity ; left off his counterfet intended marriage,and ef. 
feed this ingood earneſt, and was wedded to his molt eſteemed Se- 
rictha- Not long had theſe louers liued in the lawfull and ſacred rites of 
marriage, but King S:walde was aduertiſed, that his Daughter had giuen 
her conſentto Ocharws,and receiued him as her noble Husband. The par. 
ty wasnat 2 iot diſpleafingto him, he thought him to be a worthy Son 
in Law,and the condition did ſufficiently excuſe the match z oncly herein 
lay the erroar and offence, that the marriage was ſollemnized without 
his knowledge aud conſent, he being not calledtherero, or ſo much as 
acquainting him therewith, which made him condemne Ocherue of 0- 
uer-bold arrogancy, he being ſuch agreat and powcrfull King, tobe fo 0 
_ lightly reſpe&ed by his Subicct, and eſpecially in the marriage of his 
Daughter. 


But Seri&hz, who was now naezamorphoſed from a maide to a "a 
a 
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and had lyen a few nights by the ſide ot a Souldionr, was become much 
more valiant and aduenturous then ſhe was before, She rooke the matter 
in hand, went to her Father, who welcommed her molt Joniogly, and [0 
pleaſing wert her ſpeeches, carried with ſuch wit and womanly diſcretj- 
on, thar nothing wanted to approue what ſhe had done. Marrers which 
he had neuer knawac, or fo much as heard of, were now openly reuea- 
led, how Ocharu had d:liucred her from the rauiſher, what worthy re. 

-& he then vicd towards her, and what honour he extended to her in 
the deſerts, where ſhe tended her flocke as a Shephearddefſe, with many 
other honourable ations beſide : that the Kings anger became mildely 
qualified, and ſo farre he entered into affeftion, thar he would not do a- 
ny thing thence-forward, without the counſe]] and aduife of his Sonnein 
Law, whom fo highly he eftecmed, and liked fo re pectiuely of him, and 
his race; that his Queenedying,he married with the Silter ra Ocharu, go. 
ing hand in hand wi:h thegentle and modeſt Princeile Seric/ha, 

This Nouell of D:oners, was commended by all the company, and fo 
much the rather, becauſeit was free from all tolly.and obſceencfle. And 
che Queene perceiuing, that asthe Tale was ended, fo her dignity muſt 
now be expircd : ſherooke the Crowne of Laurell from oft her head, 2nd 
graciouſly placedir on the head of Phzloflratus, laying ; The worthy Di. 
courſe of Dzencizs, being out of his wonted wanton clement, cauſerh me 
(at the reſignation of mine Authority) to makechoile of him as our nexr 
Commander, whois beſt able ro order aud enftr& vs all , and fo l yceld 
both my place and honour to Ph:lojtratus, l hopewith the good liking of 


all our aſſiſtants : as plainly appearcth by their inſtant carriaze towards 


him,with all their heartieſt logc and tutterages. 

Whcrcupon Phioftyatus, beginning to confider on the charge com- 
mitted to his care, called the Maſter ot the houſhold, tro know tn what 
eſtare all matters were, becauſe where any dete& appeared, eucry thins 
might be the ſooner remedied, forthe better ſarisfaction of the compa. 
ny,duringthc etime ot his authority. Then returning backeto the aſlem- 
bly, thus he began. Louely Ladies, I would haue/you to know, thar 
face the time ot abiliry in me, to diſtinguiſh betweene good and cuill, ] 
haue alwayes bene ſubie& (perhaps by the meancs of ſome beauty heere 
atong vs) to the proud and imperious dominion of loue, with expreſſi- 
on of all duty, humility, and moſt intimate defire to pleaſe : yer all hath 
prooucd to no purpoſe, but (tili I haue bin reieted for ſome other,wherce- 
by my condition hath falne trom ill to worſe, andſo (till it is likely, euen 
ro the houre of my death, Inwhich reſpe, it beſt pleaſeth me, that our 
conferences to motrow, ſhall extend to no other argument, bur only ſuch 
cales aSare moſt conformable to my calamity,namely of ſuch,whoſc loue 
hath had vahappy ending, becauſe I await no otheriſſue of mine;aor wil- 
lingly would I becalled by any other name, but only, the miſerable and 
vatortunate Louer. 

Hauing thus ſpoken, he aroſe againe ; granting leaue to the reſt, to re- 
create themlclucs till ſuppertime. The Garden was very faire and ſpaci- 


ous. 
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ous, affoording large limits tor their ſeuerall walkes; the Sun being alrea- 
dy ſo low deſcended, that it could not be offenſive toany one, the Con- 
nies, Kids, and young Hindes skipping cuery where about them, to their 
no meane pleaſure and contentment, Dronews and Fiammerts, fate ſinging 
rogether, of Meſsire Gnighelme, andthe Lady of Verrue. Philomena and 
Pamphilus playing at the Cheſſe, all ſporting themſclues as beſt they 


pleaſed. Burt the houre of Supperbeing come, and the Tables coucred 


about the faire fountaine, they fate downe and ſupt in'moſt louing man« 
ner. Then Ph:lofratus, not to {werue from the courſe which had becne 
obſerued by the Queenes before him,fo ſoone as the Tablcs were taken 
away,gaue commaund, that Madam Zaurerra ſhonld beginne the dance, 
and likewiſe to ſing a Song. My gracious Lord (quoth ſhe) I can skill 
of noother Songs, but onely a pcectof mine owne, which [ have alrea- 
dy learned by hceart,and may well beſceme this aſſembly : if you pleaſe 
to allow of that, I am ready to performe it with all obedience, Lady,rc- 
plyed the King, you your ſelfe being ſo faireand louely, ſo needs muſt be 
whatſocuer commeth from you, therefore let vs heare ſuch as you hane. 
Madam Lawretta, giuing enſtruftion tothe Chorus prepared, and began 


in this manncr. 
The$S one. 


N* ſoule ſo comfortleſſe, 


Hath more cauſe toexpreſſe, 
Like woe and heanineſſe, 
As I poore amorous Maide. 


He that did forme the Heanens and euery Starre, 
Made me as beſt himpleaſed, 

Loutly and gracious,no Element at iarve, 

Or elſe 132 gentle breaſts to mooue ſterne warre, 
But #8 haue ftrifes appeaſed 

iPhere geauties eye ſhould make the deepeſt ſcarre. 
And yea when all things are confeſt, 
Neuer was any ſoule drſtrtft, 
Like my poore amorous Maide. 


No ſoule ſo comfortleſſe Ce. 


There was a time, when once I was beld deare, 

Bleſt werepboſe happy dayes : 
Nunsberleſſe Loue:(uites whiſpredm mine eare, 
All of faire hope, but none of deſperate feare , 

And all [ung Beauties praiſe. 
Why (hould blacke clouaes obſcure ſo bright acleare * 
' And why ſhould others ſwimme in toy, 
Ana no heart drowned in annoy, 
Like mine poore amorous Maiae*? 


No ſoule ſo comfortleſſe,& 6: Well 
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wellmay 1 curſe that ſad and diſmal aay, 
Whenin vnkinde exchange ; 
Another Beauty did my hopes betray, 
And ſtole my deareſt Loue from me away - 
Which I thought very firange, 
Comſidering vowes were paſt and what elſe may 
Aſſure a loyall Maidens tru#f, 
Neuer was Louer ſo vniuſt, 
Like mine poore amorous Haar. 


No ſowle [0 comfortleſſe,Coc. 


Come then kinde Death ond finiſh all my woes, 
Ty helpe « now the beſt. 
Come louely Nymphes, lend bands mine eyes to cloſe. 
And let him wander whereſoere be goes, 
Vauntmg of mine unreſt ; 
Beg uiling others by bus treacherous ſhowes, 
Graue on my Monument, 
No true loue was wor fe ſpent, 
Thew mine poore amorous Maidce. 


No ſoule ſo comfortleſſe,C5c. 


So did Madam Zauretta finiſh her Song, which being well obſerued - \ 
of them all, was vaderſtood by ſome in diyers kiads : ſome alluding i one 
way,and others according to their owne apprehenſtons, -but all conſen- 
ting that both it was an excellent Ditty, well deuiſed, and moſt ſweetly 
lung. Aftcrward,lighted Torches being brought, becauſe the Stars h2d 
already 1ichly [pangled all the heauens, and the fit houre of reſt approa- 
ching : the King commandcd them all ro their Chambers, where we 
m*anec to leaue them varillthe next morning. 


The end of the Third Day. 
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TheFourth Day. 
I herein all the ſenerall Diſcourſes, are vnder the 


Gouernment of Honourable Philoſtratus : 14 concerning ſuch per ſons, 
whoſe Lones hawe had ſucceſſele(ſe ending, 


The Inducton vnto the enſuing 
Nauelles. 


[=== Oſt worthy Ladics, T have alwayes heard, as well 
| f PV. £7\\by the ſayings of the, indicious, as alſo by mine 
owns obſeruation and reading, thar the imperu- 
a6 ous and violent wiades of enuy,do ftldome blow 
1/A JA turbulently, but onthe higheſt Towers androps 
WEING Yj[ of the trees moſt eminently aduanced. Yer (in 
mine opinion) I haue found my ſelte much decei- 
[82S ==] ucd; becabſe, by ſtriving with my very vttermoſt 
endeauour, to ſhunne the outrage of thoſe implacable winds ; Ihaue la- 
boured to go, not onely by plaine and cuen pathrs but likewiſe through 
the deepeſt vallies. As very eaſily may þe ſcene and obſerucd in the rea- 
ding of theſe few ſmall Notiels, which I haue wrirten not only in our vul. 
ear Florentine proſe, without any ambitious title : bur alſo in a moſt hum- 
ble ſtile, ſo low and gentle as poſſibly Icould. And although I have bene 
rudcly ſhaken, yea,almoſt balfe vnrooted, by the extreame agitation of 
thoſe bluſteringwinds, and rorne in peeces by that baſe back-biter,Enuy: 
vet baue I not {for all that) diſcontinued, or broken any part of minein- 
tecnded enterprize, Wherefore, I can ſufficiently witneſſe(by mine owns 
comprehenſion) the ſaying ſo much obſerucdby the wiſe,to be moſt rrue: 
That nothing is withou: Enuy in this world, but miſery onrly, 
Amongvaricty of opinions, faireLadies , foie, feeing theſe Nouel- 
tizs,ſpared not to ſay;that I haue bene ouer- pleaſing to you, and wandered 
£00 farre from mine owne reſpect, imbaſing my credit and repute, by de. 
lighting my ſclfe too curiouſly, forthe fitting of your humoutrs, and haue 
extolled your worth too much, with addition of worſe ſpeeches, then I 
mean: to vtter. Others,ſecming to exprefſe more matoriry of indgment, 
bauc likewiſe ſaid, That it'was very voſuteable for my yeares, ro meddle 
with womens wanton pleaſures, or.contend to _ you by the very 
eaſt of my labors. Minty more, making ſhew ofatteQing my good fame 
and cſtceme, ſay ; I had done much more wiſely, to have kept me with 
the Maſes at Parna/[js, then to contound my ſtudies with ſuch effemi- 
nate follies, Some orhetr bclide, ſpcal:ing more deſpightfully then dif- 
creerly,faid ; I had declared more hnmaniry,in ſecking meanes for mince 
own maintenance, and wherewithts ſupport my comnitalF neceſſities, 
then 


PETE The Induftion. 


a th:n ro glutthe world with gulleries, and teede my hopes with nothing 
Mut winde. And others, to calumniate my trauailes, would make you be- 
Iceue.thar ſuch matters as I haue ſpoken of, are meerely Gn by me, 
and figured in a quite contraty nature, Quite from the courſe as they are 
related. Whereby you may perceiue (vertuuus Ladies) how while I las 
bour in your ſcruice, I am agitated and moleſted with theſe bluſterings, 
and bitten eucnto the bare bones, by the ſharp? and venemous teeth of 
enuy ; all which/as heauen beſt knoweth) I gladly endure,and with good 
Courage. | be 

Now, albcit it b:longeth onely to you, to defend me in this deſperate 
extremity ; yer,notwithſtanding all cheir vemolt malice, [ will make no 
ſparc of my beſt abilities, and, without anſwering them any otherwiſe 
then is fitting, will quietly kecpe their {1l;nders from mine cares, with 
ſome ſlcight rep'y, yet not deſcruing to be dreamt on. For [ apparantly 
perceiue,that (having not already attained to the third part of my pains ) 
they arc growne to ſo great anumber, and preſume very farre vppon my 
patience : they may encreaſe,except they be repulſed in the beginning, 
to ſuch an infinity before I can reach to the «nd, as withtheir very leaft 
paincs taking, they willſinke me to the bottomleſſe depth, if your ſacred 
torccs( which are great indeede) may not ſeruc for me intheir rehiſtance, 
But beforc I cometo anſwer any one of them,I will relate a Tale in mine, 
owne fauour z yet nota whole Talc, becaule it {hall not appeare, that I 
purpoſe to mingle mine, among thoſe which are to proceed trom a com- 
pany [5 commendable, Onely I will reporta parcell thereot, ro the end, 
chat what remainerh vntold,may ſuthciently expreſſe, it is nor to be nume 
bred among the rcſt to coine, 

By way thenof familiar diſcourſe,and ſpeaking to my malicious derra- 
&9:s, [ſay,thit a long while {tnce,there ucd 1a our City, a Citizen who 
was named Philzppo Buiauccio, a man biit ot meane condition, yct very 
wealrhy,well qualited,and cxpert in many things appeitaining vato his 
calling. He had a wite whom he loued molt entirely, as ſhe did him,lea- 
dingtagerther a (weet and peaceable life, ſtudying on nothing more, then 
16 to pleaſe eachother mutually. It came to paſle,that as all l.ſhmuſt, 
the good woman left this wretched life for a better, leauing one onely 
Sonne to her husband,about the age of ewo ycares. The husband remai- 
n< ſo d'(conſolate for the lufſe of his kinde Wife, as no man poſſibly 
could be more {orrowtul], becauſc he had loſt the oncly jewel! of his loy, 
And veing thus diuided from the company which he moſt eſteemed: he 
determined alſo to ſeparate himſclfe from the world, addiing all his cn» 
deauours to the ſeruice of God, and applying his yong Sonnc likewiſe, to 
the ſame holy exerciſes. Hauing given away all his goods for Gods ſake, 
he departed to the Mountaine Aſ;n#48, where he made him a {mall Cell, 
and [tued there with his little Sonne,onely vpon charitable almcs, in ab- 
ſtin-nce and prayer, forbearing to ſpeake of any worldly occaſions,or lct- 
ting the Lad ſec any vaineſtght : bur conferred with him continually, on 
the glorics of cternall lite, of God, and his Saints, and teaching him no- 
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thing elſe bur deuout prayers, leading this kinde of life for pon Theme 
rogether, not permitting him cuerto goe forth of his Cell, or ſhewing 
him any other but himſelfe. 

The good old man vſcd diuers times to goe to Fhorence,where having 
receiued(according to his opportunities) the almes of diuzrs well diſpo- 
ſed people, he returned backe againe to his hermitage. Ir fortuned, that 
che boy being now about cighteene yeeres olde, and his Fathergrowne 
very aged; he demanded of him one day, whether he went ? Wherein 
the old min truly reſolued him : whereupon, the youth thus ſpake vnteo 
him. Father,you are now growne very aged, and hardly can endure ſach 
painfulltrauell : why do younotlet me goto Florence, that by many 
me knowne to your well —_— ſriends, ſuch as are deuourly addite 
both to God,and you ; I, who amyoung, and better ableto endure tra- 
uaile then you are, may go thither to ſupply our neceſſttics,and you take 
your caſc in the mean while? The aged man; percciuiog the great growth 
of his Sonne,and thinking him tobeſo well inſtruſted in Gods leruice, 
as no worldly vanities could eafily allure him from it;did not diſlike the 
Lads honeſt motion, but when he went next to F/orexce, tooke him thi- 
ther along with him, 

When he was there, and had ſcene the goodly Palaces, Houſes, and 
Churches, withall other ſights ts be ſeene in ſo populous a City : he 
began greatly to wonder at them, as one that had neuer ſeenc therh be- 
fore,at leaſt within the compaſle ofhis remembrance ; demanding many 
things of his Father, both what they were, and how they were named : 
whereinthe old man ſtill reſolued him. The anſwers ſeemed ro content 
him highly, and cauſed him to proceede on in further queſtions, ac- 
cording ſtill as they found fre(h occaſions : till at the laſt, they mer with 
atroope of very beautifull women, going on in ſeemely manner toge+ 
th-r.as returning backe from a Wedding. No ſooner did the youth be- 
hold them, but he demanded of his Father,what things they were;zwher- 
tothe olde man replied thus. Sonne, caſt downe thy lookes ynto the 
ground, and donot ſeem? to ſeerhem art all, b-cauſe they are bad things 
to behold. Bad things Father?anſwered the Lad:-How do you call chem? 
The good olde man, not to quicken any concupiſciable appetite in the 
young boy,or any inclinable deſire to ought but goodneſſe ; would not 
term? them by their proper name of Women, bur told him that they 
were called young Gozlings. 
 Heeregrew a matter of no meane meruaile, thathe who had neuer - 
ſeene any women before now ; appeared not to reſpe&the faire Chur- 
ches, Palaces, goodly Horſes, Golde, Siluer,or any thing clfe which he 
had ſeenc;bur.as fixing his affetion onely vpon this ſight, ſodainly faide 
tothe old man. Good Father,doſo much for me, as to let mehaue one 
of theſe Gozlings. Alas Sonne (replied the Farher) hold thy peace I 
pray thee,and do not defire any ſuch naughty thing. Then by way of de- 
iand,he thus proceeded,ſaying. Father,are theſe naughty things made 

of th?mſclnes £ Yes Sonne, an{wered the old man. I know not Father 
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quot the Lad) what you meane by naughriaciſe, nor why theſe goodly 
things ſhould beſo badly termed ; butin my iudgement, I haue not ſcene 
any thing ſo faire and plealing in mine eyc, 3s thelc are,who cxcell thoſe 
painted Angels, which here in the Churches you hauc ſhewne me. And 
therefore Father, if cucr you loue me, or haue any care of me, let me 
hauc one of theſe Gozlings home to our Cell, where we can make meanes 
ſuficicnt for her feeding. I will not (ſaid the Father) be ſo,much thine 
cncmy, becauſe neither thou,or I,can rightly $kiJl of their feeding. Per- 
cejuing prelegtly, that Nature had farre greater power then his Sonnes 
capacity and vnderſtanding ; which made tum repent, for tondly bring. 
ing his Synne to Florence, | 114.01 

Hauing goneſo farre in this fragment ofa Tale, I am content to pauſe 
heere, and will returne againe to them of whom 1 ſpake before , I meant 
my enuious depraucrs; ſuch as haue ſaide (faire Ladies) that I am dou- 
ble blamc-worthy, in ſeeking to pleaſe you, and chat youate allo ouer- 
pleaſing ro we z which freely I conteſle betore all the world, that you ase 
ſingularly plealing tome, and [ hauc irouen how to pleaſe you cft;Qus 
ally. I would demand of them {itthey ſeeme ſo much a mazed heereat,} 
c n{idering, I never knew what belonged to true loue kifſes, amorous 
embraces,and their deletuable fruitzan, {o often recejued tromyour gra- 
ces ; but onely that I haue yer ſecne, pad dodayly behold, your commen- 
dable conditions, admired beauties, nuble adoraments by nature, and 
(abouc all the relt) your womenlyand honeſt converſation. If he that 
was nouriſhed, bred,and educated,on « faugae folitary Mountaine, with- 
1m the conftacs of a poore ſmall Cell, hauing no other company then his 
Fachr: It ſuch a one, 1 ſay, vponthe very firſt fight of your fcxe, could 
{oconſtinly contelic,that women were onely worthy of aft:&ion, and 
tic obict which(abouc allthings elſe} he molt defired ; why thould theſe 
conmumelious ſpirits {0 murmure againſt me, teare my credite with their 
teeth, and wound my reputation tothe death, becauſe your vertues are 
plcaliongto ine, and { endcauour ltkewile to pleaſe you with my vemoſt 
pain:s 7 Neucr had the aulpicious heauens allowed me life, but onely to 
loue you ; and from my very infancie, mine intentions haue alwaycs bene 
tat way bent : feeling what vertueflowed from your faire cycs, vnder- 
ltandtog the meltifluous accents of your ſpeech, whercto the enkindled 
Mamcs of your (1ghes gauie no meane grace. But remembring eſpecially, 
that nothing could ſo pleaſe an Hermite, as yourdiuine perfeRions, an 
vanu'tured Lad, without vnderitanding,and little differing from a meere 
brutiſh beaſt : vadoubtedly, whoſocner loucth not women, and defireth 
to be aftected of rhem againe : may well be ranked among theſe women- 


haters, ſpeaking out of cankred ſpleen, and vtterly ignorant of the ſacred 


power (asallo the vertue) of naturall afteRion, whercof they ſceming ſo 
carcletſethe like am I of their deprauing. | = 


Concerning them that touch me with mineage ; Doe not they know, 
thatalthough Lecks haue white heads, yer the blades of them are a!w-ies 
grcene? Bur referring chem to their Alouts and taunts, I anſwere,that I ſhall 
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n eucr hold it any diſparagementto me, ſo long as my life endureth, to 
delight my ſelfe with thoſe exerciſes, which Gazds Canalconti, and Dante 

Aliehiert, already aged, as alſo Meſſer C:no de Piſtoia,older then either of 

them both,held it to be their chicteſt honour. And were it not a wande« 

ring too farre from our preſent argument, I would alledge Hiſtories to 

approue my words, full of very ancient and famous men, who inthe ri- 

peſt maturity of all their time,were carctully ſtudious forthe contenting 

of women, albeit theſe cock-braines neither know the way how todo it, 

nor areſo wiſcas to leerne it. 

Now, for my dwelling at Parn:ſſus withthe Muſes, I confeſſe their 
counſcll to be very good : but we cannot alwayes continue withthem, 
nor they withvs. And yet neucrtheleſſe, when any man departeth from 
them,they delighting themſclues, to ſee ſuch things as may be thought 
like them,do not therein deſcrue to be blamed. We finde it recorded, 
that the Muſes were women,and albeit women cannot equall the perfor. 
manceof the Muſes ; yet intheir very ptime aſpe&, they haue aliucly re- 
ſemblance with the Mules ::{o that, if women were pleaſing for nothing 
elſe, yet they ought to be generall pleaſing in that reſpet. Beſide all 
this, women haue bin the occaſion of my compoling a thouſand Verſes, 
whereas the Muſcs neuer cauſed me to make ſo much as one. Verie true 
itis, that they gaue me goodafhiſtance,and taught me how I ſhould com- 
poſe them, yea, and dire&ted me in writing of theſe Noucls. And how 
baſcly ſocuer they iudge of my ſtudies, yet hauerthe Mules neuer {corned 
to dwell with me,perhaps for the reſpectiue {eruice, and honourable rc- 
{:mblance of thoſe Ladics with themſelues, whoſe vertues I have not 
ſpared to commend by them. Wherefore in the compoling of theſe 
varieties, I hauc not ſtraycd ſo farre from Parzaſ/us, nor the Mules z as in 
their f1]ly conieftures they imagine, 

But whar ſhallI ſay tothem, who take ſo great compaſſion on my po- 
uertie, asthey adui c me to get ſome thing, whereon to make my living ? 
Aſluredly, I know not what to ſay in thiscaſe, except by due confiderati- 
on made with my felfc, how they would anſwer me, it neceflitie ſhould 

drive me to craue kindnefle of them ; queſtionleſſe, then would then ſay : 
Goc, ſeeke comfort among thy tables and follies. Yet I would baue them 
know, that poore Pocts haue alwayes found more among their fables and 
fictions, then many rich men cuer could do, by ranſacking all their bags 
| of treaſiire, Beſide, many other might be ſpoken of, who made their age 
| andtimes to flouriſh,mecrely by their inuentions and fables : whereas on 
| the contrary, a great number of other buſier braines, ſeckingro gune 
| more then would ſerue them to liueon ; haue vrterly runne vpon their 
owneruine, and ouerthrowne themſclues for ever, What ſhould I ſay Me 
more*< Toſuchmen, asare cher ſo ſuſpicious of their owae charity, or 
: ot my neceſſitie., wheniocyet it ſhall happ*n : I can anſwer (I thanke my 
God tor it) with the Apoſtle ; I kaow how to abound,and how to abate, 
yea, how to endure both proſperity and want ; andthercfore, -lct no man 
be more carefull of me,then I am of my ſelfe, _ | 
B b 2 For 
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——  Forthemthat reſo inquiſitive into my diſcourſes, to haue a turther 


con(truftion of them, then agrees with my meaning, or thier owne good 
manners, taxing me with writing one thing, butintending another ; I 
could with, that their wiſedome would extend lo farre, 25 butto compare 
them with th-ir originals, to fande them a 1ot diſcordant trom my wri- 
ting ; andthen I would freely confeſle, thatchcy had ſome reaſon to re- 


prehend me, and I ſhould cndeuour to make them amenas, But vntill 


they cantouch me with any thing elſe, but words onely; I muſt let them 
wander intheir owne giddy opinions, and follow the courle proieftedto 
my (elte,ſaying of them, as they do ot me. "p 

Thus holding them all ſufficiently anſwered for rhistime, I ſay (moſt 
worthy Ladies) thzt by heauens afſiſtance and yours, whereunto ] onely 
leanc: I willproccedc on, armed with patience z and turning my backe 
apainſt thele impetuous windes, let them breath tillthey burſt, becauſe T 
{ce nothing can happen to harme me, but onely the venting of their ma. 
lice, For the rougheſt blaſts, do but raiſe the ſmalleſt duſt from offrhe 
ground, driuing it from one place to another ; vr, carrying it vÞ rotke 
aize, many times it falleth downe againe on mens heads, yea, vpon the 
Crownes of Emperours and Kings,and ſometimes onthe higheſt Palaces 
and tops of Towers , trom whence,it ut chance to deſcend againe by con- 
trary blafts, it can light no lower, then whence it came at the firſt. And 
thezefore, if cuerl [troue to pleaſe you with my vttermoſ2t abilitics in a+ 
ny thing, furcly I muſt now contend to expreſle it morethen cuer. For, I 
now right well, thatno mancanſay with reaſon, except ſome ſuch as 
my ſclte, who loue and honour you,that we doany otherwiſc thea as na- 
turc hath commandcd vs ; and to rcfiſt her lawes, requires a greater and 
morc powerfull ſtrength then ours : and the dontenders againſt her ſu- 
preame prinledves, have cither laboured meecrely in vaine, or cle incur- 
redthicir owne bane, Which ſtrength, 1 freely confcfle my {clte not to 
haue,n-ither couct to be poſlc{i-d ot it in this caſc: but if I hadit, | would 
rather lend it ro ſome other,then any way to vic it on mine owne behalfe. 
VV herefore, I would aduiſe them that thus checke and coytroule me, to 
piuc oucr,.and be [1]cnt ; andit their cold huimors cannot learne to loue, 
ler chem liue ſti] ih rheir troſtie complexion, delighting themſclues in 
their corrupted appetites : ſuffering me ro enioy mine owne, for thellittle 
while I haueto liue ; and this iSall the kindnefle I require of them. 

Bur now it is time (bright beauties) to returne whence we parted, and 
co follow our former order begun,becauſc it may ſeeme we haue wande- 
rect too farre, Bythistime the Sun had chaled the Starre-light fromthe 
neauens, andthe (hadie moiſture from the ground, when Philoſtratus the 
King being riſen, all the company arolc likewiſe, When being come in- 
torhe goodly Garden, they ſpear the timein varictie of ſports, dining 
where they had ſup: the night before. And atter tharthe Sunne was at his 
highelt,and they had refreſhed their ſpirits witha little {lumbering, they 
fare downe (according to cuſtome) about the faire Fountaine. And then 
the King commanded Madam Fiammerta, that ſhe ſhovid giue beginning 

to 
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ro the dayes Nouels : whenſhe, withour any longer delaying, began in 
this gracious manner, 


gouern 
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Tancrede, Prance of Salerne, cauſed the amorous friend of his daughter to bee, 
Nlaine, and ſent her his heart in a cup of Gold : whith afterwards ſhe ſteeped 
in an inpoyſoned water and then drinking it, ſo dyed. 
 » - Thefirſt NaudL | 
herein is declared the power of Loue, and their erwilty inftly reprehended, 
who imagine to make the vigour thereaf eaſe, ' by abnſing or killing one of 
the Lowers. ' | 7 | 
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KG chis day given vs a ſubie@, very rough and ſtearne 

£N|jto diſcourſe on, and ſo much the rather, if we con- 
der, that we are come hitherto be merry & plea- 
lant, where (3d Tragicall reports are no way ſute- 
able, eſpecially, by reniuing the teares of others, 
PSS 1 bedew our owne cheekes withall, Norcanany 

=EWLSAVD (ch argument be ſpoken of, without mouiug com- 
paſſion both ia the reporters, and heaters. Bur(perhaps) it was his High- 
neſſe pleaſure, ro moderate the delights which we hauec already had. Or 
whatſoeuer elle hath prouoked him thereto, fecing itis not lawfull for 
me, toalcer or contradi his appointment ; I will recount an accident 
very pittifull, or rather moſt vafortinate, and well worthy to be graced 
with our tcares. 

Tancrede, Prince of Salerne(which City, before the Conſulles of Rowe 


neld dominion in that part of /taly, ſtoode free, and thence (perchance) 
Bb 3 tooke 
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ole the modernetitle of a Principaliry) was d'very humane Lord, and 
ofinocnious nature zif, in his elder yeeres, he had aorfoiled his hands in 
th- blood of Louers, eſpecially onc of them,bcing both neere and deere 
vnto him. Soitforruned, thar during the whote fe rime of this Prince, 
he had bur one onely danghter(albeit « had beenemuct berrer, if he had 
had none atall) whom he ſo choiſely lonedandeſteemed, as never 'was 
any childe more deercly affe&ed-of aPather : and fo farre extended his 
over-curious reſpe&@of her, as he would ſeldome admir-her-ro be forch 
of his iohe ; neither would he ſaffer her ro marry, although ſhe had out- 
ſtept (by diyers yeercs) 4 age _ for yrs Sus go : 
{ength, he matched her with the Sonneto the Duke of Capna, who liue 
no  fou whale with Jr; buc left her in a widdowed eſtate, and then ſhe 
returned hotne toher farher _ Nc 7 > "F) 

This Lady, had al the moſt abſolute perfeioins,. both of fauour and 
feature, as could be wiſhedin any woman, young, queiatly ditpoſed, and 
of admirable vnderſtanding,more {perhappes) then a opiſee in {0 
weake a body. Continvingthwsin Court with the King het Father, who 
loued her beyond all his future hopes 5 like a Lady of great and gloriovs 
magnificence,ſhe lived in all delights and pleaſure. Shewell perceiving, 
that her Father thus exceeding inhis affeRion to her, had no minde at all 
of re marrying her, and holding it moſt immodeſtin her, to ſolicite him 
with any {ich ſuite : concluded 1a her mindes priuateconſultations, to 
mak<c choiſe of ſome one eſpeciall friend or ſauourite (it Fortune would 
proue ſo furtherous to her) whom ſhe might acquaint ſecretly, with her 
fober, honeſt, and familiar purpoſes. Her Fathers Court-being much 
frequented, with plentifall acceſſeof braue Gentlemen,and others of in- 
fcriour quality,as commonlyrhe Courts of Kings and Princes are, whoſe 
carriage and demeanor ſhe very heedfully obſerucd. There was a young 
Gentleman among all the reſt, aferuant to her Father, and named 6«:/- 
cardo, a man not derived from any great deſcent by blood, yer much 
more Noble by vertueand commandable behaniour, then appeared in 
any of the other, none pleaſed her opinion, like as he did, ſo that by of+ 
ten noting his parts and pertetions, her affeRions being bur a glowing 
ſparkear rhe firſt, grew likea Bauintotake flame, yet kept ſo cloſely as 


— 
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polibly ſhe could ; as Ladies are waric enough in their loue. | 
The young Gentleman, though poore, being neither blocke nor 'dul- 
lard, percciucd what he made no outward ſhew of, and vaderſtood him- 
ſclfe fo ſufhciently, that holding it no mcanc happineſſe ro be affeed 
by her, herhought it very baſe and cowardly in him, if he ſhould not ex- 
preſſe the like to her againe. Solouing mutually (yer ſecretly) in this mas 
ner, and ſhe coueting nothing more, then to haue priuate conference 
with him, yer not daring to truſt any one withſo imporcant a marrer ; at. 
length ſhe deuiſed anew cunning ſtratageme, tocompaſle her longing 
delire, and acquaint him with her priuate purpoſe, which proucd to be 
inthis manner. She wrote a Letter, concerning what was the next day 
'o bedone, forthceirſecret meeting together ; and conueying it within 
the 
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the ioyntof an hollow Cane,in icſtiog mannerrthrew ir ro Guſeardo,fay* 

ing ; Let your man makevſc of this,inſtced of a paire of bellowes, when 
he meanethto make fire-in your Chamber. Ge/ſcaras taking vpthe Cane; 
and conlidering with himſclte, thar neither wasir giuen, ' or the wordes 
thus ſpoken; bur doubtleſfe on ſomne important occaſion # went vnto his 
lodging with the Cane, where viewing it reſpectively, he found it to be 
ck, and opcningit with his knife, found there the writren Lerrer enclo + 
ſd. | | 

After hc had reade-ir, and well conſidered ofi the ſeruice therein con: 
cerned ; he was the moſt ioyfull man of the world;and began to contriue 
his aptcſt meanes, formecring witty his gracious Miſtreſſe; and accbrl 
ding as ſhe had giuen him direftion.'In a corner of the Kings Palace{it 
being ſeated ona riſing hill, ' a caue had long beene made inthe bodycaf 
che ſame hill; which receiued no light into it, but by a ſinall ray 
vent-loope, made out ingenioutly on the hils fide, And becauſe thad 
not beene a long time frequented, by the acceſle of any body;thacvent- 
light was oucr-growne with briars'and buſhes, 'which almoſt engirr ir 
round about. Noone could deſcendintothis'caue or vaulr,but only by a 
{ſecret paire of ſtaires;anſwening to a lower Chamber of the Palace, "and 
very acere tothe Princeſle lodging, as beihg alrogether art her com 
inand, by meanes ofa ſtrong barred and defenſible doore, whereby ts 
mount or deſcend at her pleaſure. And both the caue ir ſelte, as alſo the 
degrees condufting downe mto it, were now ſo quite worne out of me- 
mory (in regard it had not beene viſited by any one in long time before) 
as no man remembred that there was any ſuch thing. 

But Louc, from whoſe bright diſcerning cies,nothing can be ſo cloſe- 
ly concealed, but at the length it commeth to light, had made this amo- 
rous Lady mindefull thereof, and becauſe ſhe would not be diſcouered 
in her intention, many daycs togerher,»her ſoule became perplexed ; by 
what meanes that ſtrong doore might beſt be opened, before ſhe could 
compaſle to performe it, Bur afrerthat ſhe had found outthe way, and 
gone downe her ſelfe alone intothe caue ; obleruing the loope-lighe & 
had made it commodious for her purpoſe, ſhe gaue knowledge thereot 
to Gwi/cardogto hauc him deunſe an apt courſe for his deſcent, acquainting 
himtruly wichthe height, and how farre it was diſtant from the ground 
within. After he had found the ſouſpirall inthe hils fide, and giuenita 
larger entrance for his fafer paſſage; he prouided a Ladder of cords,with 
ſteppes ſufficient for his deſcendingand aſcending, asallo awearing {ute 
made ofgleather, to keepe his skinne ynſcrached of thethornes,and to a+ © 
uoydeall ſulpition of his reſorting thither. In this manner went heto the 
ſaide loope-holethe night following, and hauing faſtened the oneend of 
his corded ldder,to the ſtrong ſtumpe ofatree being cloſely by it, by 
meancs of the ſaide ladder, he deſcended downe into the caue, and there 

” attended thecomming of his Lady. 

She, on the morrow morning, pretending to her waiting womanjrhat 
ſhe was (carſly well,and therefore would not be diſcafed the moſt ages 

that 
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that day ; commanded them to leaue her alone in her Chamber, and not 
to returne yntill ſhe called for them, locking the doore her leltc for bet- 
ter ſecurity. Then opened ſhe the doore ot the caur, and going downe 
the ſtaires, found there her amorous friend Guiſeerdo, whom the {alucin 
with a chaſte and modeſt kifſe 3 cauſing him to aſcend vp the ſtayres with 
her into ker Chamber. This long defired, and now obrained meeting , 
cauſcd thetwodecrely aff:&ted Lovers, in kinde diſcourſe of amorous 
argument (without inciuill or rude demeanor) to ſpend there the maſt 
part of that day, to their hearts ioy and thuruall contentment. © And ha- 
ving concluded ontheir often meeting there, inthis cunningand concea- 
l:d ſort ; Guiſcardo went downe into the caue againe, the Princeile ma- 
king the doore faſt after him, andthen went forth among her YWornen. 
So inthe night ſeaſon, Gu//carao aſtended vp apaine by his Ladder of 
cords, and couctingthe loope-hole with bramblcsand buſhes, returned 
(vnſecne of any) t9 his owne lodging: the caue being attcrward guilty of 


their often meeting therein this manner. | 
But Fortune, who hath alwaycs bina farall emeny eo louers ſtolne fe- 
licities, became enuious of their thus ſecret mecting, and ouerthrew ſin 
an inſtant) all their poore happineſſe, by anaccident moſt fpighttull and 
malicious. The King hadvied diuers dayes before,after dinncr time, to 
| reſort all alone to his daughter Chamber, .chereconuerſing with her in 
moſt louing manner. One vahappy day amongſt the reſt, when the Prin - 
cefſe,being named Ghiſmonda, was ſporting in her private Garden among 
her Ladics,the King (athis wonted time) went to his daughters Cham- 
ber, being neither heard or ſcene by any. Nor would he haue his daugh- 
rer called from her pleaſure, bur finding the windowes faſt ſhur, and the 
Curtaines cloſe drawane about the bed ; beſate downe ina chaire behind 
ir, and leaning his head vpon the bed, his body being couered with the 
curtaine,asif he hid himſclfe purpoſely! 5 he mnſed on ſo many matters, 
vntill at laſt he fell faſt aſleepe. 

It hath bin obſerued as an ancient Adape, that when diſaſtcr3are or- 
dained to any one,commonly they proue to be ineuitable, as poore Gh1/- 
[| monda could witnefleroo well. For while the King thus (lept, ſhe having 

| (valuckily) appointed another meeting with Gazſcardo, left hir Gen- 
tlewomen inthe Garden, and ſtealing fottly into her Chamber, having 
| made all faſt and ſure, for being Jeſcried by any perſon : opened the doore 
to Guiſcardo, who Rood there ready on the ſtare -head, awaiting his en- 

_ trance, andthey ſitting downe onthe bed fide (according as they were 
wontto do)began their vſuall kinde of conference againe, with ſighes and 
_ kiſſes mingled among them. It chanced that the King awaked.and 
both hearing 2ad ſeeing this familiarity of Guiſcardo with his Daughter, 
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he became extreamly confounded with greete thereat. Once he intended, 
to cry out for helpe,to havethem both there apprehended ; bur he helde 
t a part of greater wiſedome, to fit ſilent ſtill, and (if he could) ro keepe 
humicltc ſocloſely concealed: tothe end, thathe might the more ſecret. 
ly,and with farre lefſe difgrace ro himſelfe, performe what he had raſhly 
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intended ro do. £ 
The poore diſcouered Louers, hauiug ended their amorons interpar- 

lance, wirhour ſuſpition of the Kiogs being ſo neere in per{on,or any elſe, 

to betray their ouer-confident truſt 5 Guiſcerdo deſcended againe into the 
Caue,and ſhe leauingthe Chamber, returnedto her women in the Gar. 
den ;all which Tazcrede too well odſerued, and ina rapture of fury, de- 
parted{vaſcene) into his owne Jodging. The ſame nighr,about the houre 

of mens firſt (lecpe, and according as he had giuen order, Gue/cardo was 
apprehended, eucn as he was comming forthof the loope-holc, & in his 
homely leather habite. Very cloſely was he brought before the King, 
whoſe heart was ſwolne ſo great with griefe, as hardly was he able to 
ſpeake . notwithſtanding,at the laſt he beganthus. Guſcardo,the loue and 
reſpeR I haue vſcd towards thee, hath not deſerued the (hamefull wrong 
whidh thou haſt requited me withall,and as I hauc ſecne with mine owne 
eyes this day. VVhereto Guiſcarao could anſwer nothing elſe, but onely 
this : Alas my Lord ! Loue isable ro do much more, then cither you,or 
1. Whereupon, Taxcrede commanded, that he ſhould be ſecretly well 
guarded, ima neere adioyning Chamber, and onthe next day, Ghiſmonds 
hauing (as yet) heard nothing hereof, the Kings braine being infinitely 
buſicd and troubled.afrer dinner,and as he often had vicd to do : he wen: 
to his daughters Chamber, where calling for her, and (ſhutting the doores 
cloſely to them, the teares trickling downe his aged white beard, thus he 
ſpake to her. 

Ghiſmonds, I was once grounded in a ſetled perſwaſion, that I trucly 
knew thy vertue, and honeſt integrity of litez and this belcefe could ne- 
uer hauc beene altred in mec,by any ftniſter reports whatſocuer, had not 
mine eyes ſecne, and mine eares heardithe contrary. Nor did I fo much 
as conceive a thought either of thine affcRion, or private conuerſing 
with any man, but onely he that wasto be thy husband. Burnow, Imy 
{elfe being able toauouch thy folly, imagine what an heart-breake this 
will be to me, ſo long as life remaineth inthis poore,weake,and aged bo- 
dy. Yet, if ncedes thou muſt haue yeelded to this wanton weaknefle, I 
would thou hadſt made choiſc of a man, anſwerable ro thy birth and No- 
bility : whercas on the contrary, among ſo many worthy ſpirits as reſort 
co my Courr,thou likeſt beſt to conuerſe with tharfilly young man Gw/- 
cards, one of very meanc and baſe deſcent, and by me (cuen for Gods 
{ake) from his very youngeſt yearcs, brought vpto this inſtant in my 
Court ; wherein thou haſt giuen me much atflition of minde, and ſoo- 
uerthrowne my ſcnſes, as I cannot well imagine how I ſhould deale with 
thee, For him, whom [I haue this nighe cauſed to be ſurprizedacuen as he 
cane forth of your cloſe comrined conueyance,and detaine as my priſo- 
acr, I hauerefolued how to procced with him: bur concerning thy ſelfe, 
mine oppreſſions are ſo many and violent, as know not what toſay of 
thee. Oneway, thou haſt meerly murthered the vnfeigned affcRion I 
bare thee,as neuer any father could expreſſe more to his childe :'andrhen 
againe, thou haſt kindled a moſt iuſt indignation in me, by rhine _— 
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— dcſtandwilfull folly, and whereas Nature pleaderh pardon for theone, 


yet iuſtice ſtandeth vp againſt the other,and vrgeth cruel ſcucrity againſt 
thee : neucrthelefle, before I will determine vpon any reſolution, I come 
purpoſely firſt to heare thee ſpeake,and whar thou canſt ſay for thy ſelte, 
in a bad caſe,ſo deſperate and dangerous. —_ h 

Hauing thus ſpoken, he hung downe the head in his boſome, weeping 
a5 aboundantly,as if he had beene a childe ſeuerely diſciplinde, On the 0+ 
ther ſide, Ghiſmonda hearing the ſpeeches of her Father, and percciul 
withall, thataot onely her ſecret loue was diſconered, but alſo G«:/car 
was incloſe priſon, the matter which moſt of all did cormenther 4, ſhe 
fell into a very ſtrange kinde of cxtalte, ſcorning reares, and entreating 
tearmes, ſuch as feminine frailety are alwayes apteſt vnto: but rather,with 
height of courage, controuling feare or ſeruile baſeneſle,and declaring in- 
uincible fortitude in her very lookes, ſhe concluded with her ſelfe,rather 
then to vrge any humble perſwaltons, ſhe would lay her lite downe at 
the ſtake. For plainely {he perceiued, that Guzſcardo already was a dead 
man in Law, and death was likewiſe as welcome to her, rather thenthe 
depriuation of her Lou; and therefore,nothkea weeping woman, oras 
checkt by the offence committed, bur carelefſe of any harme happening 
ro her : ftoutely and couragiouſly, not ateare appearing in her eye, or 
her ſoule any way to be perturbed,thus ſhe ſpaketo her Father, 

Tancrede, to denie what Ihaue done, or to entreate any fauour from 
you, is now no patt of my diſpoſition: for as the one canlittle auaile me, 
fo ſhallnor the other any way aduantage me. Moreouer, I couct got 
thar you ſhould extend any clemency or kindneſfc to me, but by my vo- 
luntary confethion of the truth; do intend (firſt of all) ro detend mine ho+ 
nour, with reaſons ſound,vood.and fubſtantiall, and then vertuouſly pur- 
ſucto tull effec, the greatneſſe of my minde and conſtant reſolution. True 
it i5,that I haue loued, and ſti1l do, honourable Gnzſcardo,purpoſing the like 
ſo long as I ſhall Iineywhich will be but a (mall while : bur if it be poffible 
tO continue the ſame afteRion after death.,it is for euer vowed tohim one. 
ly. Nor did mine owne womaniſh weaknefſe ſo much thereto-induce me, 
as the marchleſſe vertues ſhining cleatly in Gu:ſcardo,and the little reſpe&t 
you had of marrying me againe. Why royall Father,you cannot be igno- 
rant,that you bcing compoſed of fleſh and blood, haue brgotrena Daugh- 
ter ofthe {cite ſame compotition,and not made of ſtone or iron, Moxcoucr, 
you ought to remember(alcthough now you are farre ſtept in yeeres)whar 


. the Lawcs of youth are,and withwhat difficulty they are to be contradi- 


ed. Conſidering withall,that albeit {during the vigour of your beſt time) 
you cuermore were excrciſcd in Armes ; y<t you ſhould likewiſe vader- 
ſtand,that negligence and idle delights, haue mighty power,not onely in 
young pcople,bur alſo in them of greateſt yeares, 

{ being then mate of fleſh and blood, and fo derined from your ſelfe; 
hauing had alſo fo little benefit of lite, that I am yer in the ſpring, and 
blooming time of my blood: by cither of theſe reaſons, I mult n'cds be 
lubic(t ro.naturall defires, wherein ſuch knowledpe zs I haue once alrcady 


had, 
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had, in the eſtate of my marriage, perhaps might mouea furcher intel- | 
ligence of the like delights, according tothe berrer ability. of ſtrength, 
2. 52 exceeding all capacity of refiltance, induced a ſecond motiueto 
aff:ion,anſwerable to my time and youthtull deſires,and ſo (like a yong 
woman) I became amorous again2; yet did1 ſtrive, even with all my vr- 
molt might,and beſt vertuous tacultics abiding.inme, no way to diſgrace 
either you gx my ſclfc,as(in cquall cenſure) yet haueI not done. But Ni- 
ture is aboucallhumanc power, and Loue commanded by Nature, hath 
preuailed for Loue, ioyning with Fortune : in mecre pitty and.commile» 
ration of my cxtreame wrong, 1 tound them both moſt benigneand gra- 
cious, teaching mee a way ſecret enough, whereby I might reach the 
height of my deſires, howlocuer you became inſtructed, 'or (perhaps) 
found it out by accident ; fo it was, and I deny it not. 1 
Nor did I make cleion of G;cardo by chance, or raſhly; as many 

women doe,but by deliberate counſcll in my ſoule,” and moſt mature ad- 
uiſe ; I chuſe him aboue all other, and having bis honeſt harmeleſſe. con- 
ucrſation, mutually we enioyed our heartsconmtentment, Now it appe@- 
xeth, that I haue not offended but by loue in imitation of vulgar opinion, 
rather then truth : you leeke to reproue me bitterly, alleaging no other 
maice argument for your anger,bur onely my not chooſing a Gentleman, 
or one more worthy, Whcrein it is moſt euident,that you do not fo much 
checke my fault,as the ordination of Fortune; who many times aduanceth 
mcn of meangſt eſteeme,and abaſcth them of greater merit, [But leaui 
this diſcourle,lct vs looke into the originallof things, wherein we are fir 
to obſerue,that from one maſle or lumpe of ficth,both we,and all other re- 
cciued our fleſh,and one Creator hath created allthings;yea,all creatures, 
equally in their forces and faculties, and equall likewiſe in their yertue - 
which vertue was the firſt thar made diſtinction of birth and equality, in 
; rcgard,that ſuch as have the moR libera]l portion thereof, and performed 
ations thereto anſwerable,were thereby tearmed noble;all the reſt remai- 
ning vanoble : now although contrary vic did afterward hide and con- 
ceale this Law, yer was it not therefore baniſhed from Natureor good 
manners.[n which rcſpe, wboſoeuer did executeall his ations by vertue, 
declared himfelfe openly to be noble z and he that tearmed him orher- 
wiſe,it was an crrour in the miſcaller, and not inthe perſonſo wrongfully 
called;asthe very ſame ptiuiledge is yet io-full force amone vs at this day. 

Caſtan hecdtull cyc then (good Fathcr) vpon all your Gcntlemen,and 
aduiſedly examine their vertucs, conditions, and manner of behauiour, 
On the other fide, obſcrue thoſe parts remaining in Gurfcardo : and then 
it you will iudge truly, and withour affection, you will confeſſe himto be 
moſt Noble,and that all your Gentlemen (in reſpeRof him) are but baſe 
Groomesand villaines. His v*rtues and excelling perfections, I neuer 
credited from the report or tudgementof any perſon ; bur onelyby your 
ſpeeches, and minc owne cycs as true witneſſes, VVho did cuer more 
commend 6Guiſcerdo,cxtolling all rhoſe fingulariries in hia, maſt requi- 


lite to be inan honeſt vertuous man ; then you yourſcife hane done £ Nor 
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neede youto be ſorry, or aſhamed or your good opinion concerning 
him :for ifmine eyes haue not deceiued my iudgement,you never gaue | 
him the leaſt part of praiſe, but I haue knowne mu ch more in him, theh 
euer your words were able to expreſſe : wheretore, if T hane beene any 
way deceiued, truly the deceit proceeded onely from you. How wil you 
then maintaine, that [ haue throwne my liking on a man of baſe condi- 
tion 7 IntrothiSir)you cannot. Perhaps you will a that he is but 
meaneand poore; Iconfeſle it, and ſurely it isto your ſhame, that you 
haue not beſtowne place of more preferment , on a man ſo honeſt and 
well deſcruing, and hauing bene ſo long atime your ſetuant- Neuerrhe- 
lefſe pouerty impayreth not any part of noble Nature,but wealth hurries 
it into horrible confuſions. Many Kings and great Princes have heere- 
rofore beene poore, when diuers of them that haue delued into the earth, 
and kept Flockes in the field, haue beene aduanced to riches, and excce- 
ded the other in wealth. 

Now, a5 concerning your laſt doubt, which moſt of all affliketh you, 
namely, how you ſhall deale with me; boldly rid your braine of any ſuch 
diſturbance; for if you haue reſolued now in your extrethity of yeres,to 
doe that which your younger dayes cuermore deſpiſed, Imeane, to be- 
come cruell , vſe your vtmoſt cruclty againſt me : for I wil never intreat 
you tothe contrary, becauſe am the {ole occaſion of this offence, if it 
doc deſcrue the name of an offence. Andthis Idare affure you, that if 
you deale not with me, as you haue done already,or intend to Gu/ſcardo, 
mine owne hands ſhall a&as much : and therfore giue ouer your teares 
to womermand if you purpoſe to be cruel, let him and me in death drinke 
both of one cup, at leaſt if you imagine that we haue delerued ir. 

The King knew well enough the high ſpirit of his Daughter, but yet 
(neucrtheleſſe) he did not belgeue, thar her words would proue aRions, 
or ſ11* do as ſhe ſaid, And therefore parting from her, and without intent 
of yfing any cruclty to her, concluded, by quenching the heat of another 
to coole the fiery rage oft her diſtemper,commanding two of his follow- 
ers(who had the cuſtody of Gui/carao) that without any rumour ornoiſc 
at all, they ſhould ſtrangle him the night enſuing, and taking the heart 
torth of his body, tobring itto him, which they performed according to 
their charge. On the next day,the King called for a goodly ſtanding cup 
of Gold, wherein he put the heart of Gai/cardo, ſending it by one of his 
moſt familiar ſeruantsto his Daughter, with command alſo to vic theſe 
words to her. Thy Father hath ſent thee this preſent, ro comfort thee 
with thatthing which moſt of all thou affeteſt,cuen as thou haſt comfor- 
ted him with that which he moſt hated, 

Ghiſmends, nothing altered from her cruell deliberation, after her Fa- 
ther was departed from her,cauſed certaine poiſonous roots and hearbes 
to be rome her, which ſhee(by diſtillation) made a water of,todrinke 
ſodain'y,whenſocuer any crofle accident ſhould come from her Father . 
whereupon, when the Meſſenger from her Father had deliuered her the 
preſent, and yttered the words as he was cormmaunded : ſhee rooke the 
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Cup, and looking into it with a ſctled countenance, by ſight ofthe heart, © 
a | effe of che meſſage, ſhe. knew certainely ,, PS = $i ogy 
Guiſcaras ; then looking ſtcarnely on theſeruant; chas ſheſpake vato him, 
My honeſt friend, it is no more thenright and iuſtice,, that fo worthy a 
heartas this is, ſhould haue any whtſet grauc then gold, whescirimy' Ea» 
ther hath deale melt wiſely. So, lifcing.the heartyp, to- her: raquth,” and 
fveetly kiſſing ir, ſhe proceeded thus{ In allchings, eventillehjs.inſtant; 
(being the vumolt period of my lifef thaue eyermore found my; Fathers 
loye moſt effeQuall rome ; but now itsppearcthfarre greater,then as any 
time heretofare : and therefore frommy mouth; rhou muſt deliver him 
the lateſt chankes that cuerl hall give him,for ſending me ſuch an honou- 
rable preſent. £1485 10031 : Wn doll oh wor 
, 3Thele words being cgded, holdingthe Cup faſt io her hand; and loo- 
king ſeriouſly vpon the heart, ſhe begati againe in, this wanner,: Thou 
ſweete entertainer of all my deareſt delights, acqurſed be higervelty;that 
cauſerh me thus toſee thee with mygorporall eyes,.[icbeing ſuſficicat c- 
nough for me,alwayes to bchold thee withthe ſight of my ſoule. Thou 
haſt runne thy race, and.as Fortune ordained, ſhatechydayes finiſhed; 
for as all fleſh hath an ending ; ſo haſt thouconcluded, albeit xqoſoone, 
and before thy duetime. Thetrauailes and mileries of this World; haue 
now no more to meddle withtheg,and thy very heauicſt enemy, hath be« 
ſtowed ſuch a graue on thee, as thy greatneſle in, vettue, woribily deſer-= 
ueth;nov nothing elleis- wanting, wherewith to beautifie thy Funerall, 
but only her ſighes aud teares,that was ſodearevmtothee in thy life time, 
And becauſe thou mighteſt the mqre freely enioy them,ſee how my mer- 
cile(ſe Father (on his owne mzcre motion) hath ſent thee ro me; and tru» 
ly I will beſto:v them frankly on theeghqugh once I had refolued, to die 
with drie eycs,and not ſhedding one tearegireadleſie of their vemoſt ma- 
lice towards me. 't 
And when I hauegiuen thee thgdue oblation of my teares,my ſoule, 
which ſometime thou haſt kept moſt carfully, ſhall come to make a ſweet 
coniuntion with thine : - for in what company elſe can I trauaile more 
contentedly, and to thoſe vafrequented filent ſhades,but onely in thine F 
As yetl am ſure it is prefent herein this Cup ſent. me by my Father, as 
hauing a prouident reſpe& to the place, for poſſeſſion of our. equall and 
murtaall pleaſures ; becauſerhy ſoule afleRing mine ſo truly catinot walke 
alone, without his deare companion. Fe, boa hou 
Hauing thus finiſhed her complaiar, eucnasif her head had been con- 
uerted into a well ſpring of water, ſo.did tcares abundantly flow from her 
fairceyes, kiflingthe heart of Gu;ſcards infloiretimes. All which while, 
her women ſtanding by her, neither knew what heart it was,nor to what 
effc& herſpceches rended : burbeing moued to compaſſionate teares, 


they oftendemanded (albeitin vaine) the occaſion of her ſad complai- 


ning, comforting her to their vemoſt power, When ſhe was not able 
to weepe any longer, wiping her JO and liftigg vp her head, wichout 
any {ipne of the lcaſt diſmay, thus <(Pk0 the hearts Dearebeart;all 
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——"nydut isperformed ts thee, and nothing now remaincth varttetedy 
but as Peking my laſt,to ler my-gboſt accompany thine, 
- Thencalling tor theglaſſc of water, which ſhe had, readily Prepared 
the day before,and powring it vpon the heart lying ia the Cup, couragh- 
ouſly aduancing it to her mouth, - ſhe dranke it vp euery drop z which be- 
ing done, ſhelay downe vpon her bed, holding her Louers heart faſt jn 
her hand,' and layingit.ſoncere to her owneas ſhecould. Now although 
her wometiknew nor what waterir was, yet when they hadſcenc har to 
quaffe it off in that manner, they ſent word torhe King, who much ſuſpe. 
Qing whit had happened, went in all haſtc to his Daughters Chamber, 
cutting ar-che very inſtant, whenſhe was laide vpon her bet; beholdiag 
her in ſuch paſſionate pangs, with teares ſtreaming downe his reverend 
beard; he vſcd many kinde words ro comfort het z when boldly thus ſhe 
ſpake anto him. Father (quoth ſhe} well may-youſpare theſe teares, be- 
cauſe they are vafirting for yon,and not any way deſtred by in&who but 
your ſelfe, hath ſcene any mantomourne for his owne wilfall offctice; 
Neuerthelefle,if but theleaftiior ofthar loue do' yer abide in you, where 
of you haue made ſuch libzrall profeſhon'to me 3 let me obtaine this my 
very laſt requeſt, to wit, that ſeeing I mightnot privarcly enioy rhe bene: 
fit of Garſeardoes loue,and while he led , ler yer (in death) one publike 
graue containe both our bodics}/thardearh may aftvord vs, what you ſo 
cruelly in lite denied vs. dans AIR 
Extremity ofgricfe and ſorrow, with-heid histongue fiom returning 

any anſwer, and ſhe perceiuinghet end approaching, held the heart ſtil] 
cloſed eto her owae bare brelſt, (aying 3 Here Forruae, recciue two true 
heatts lateſt oblarion ; for, in thismanner are we comming to thee, So 
cloſing her eyes, all ſenſe forſooke her, life leauing her body breathleſle. 
Thus ended the hapleſſe loue of Gai/cardo, and Gh1ſmonda,tor whoſe ſad 
d;laſter, whenthe King h1d mourncd ſufficiently, and repented fruitleſ- 
ly ; he cauſed both their bodies to be honourably embalmed, and buricd 
ina moſt royall Monument; not without generall ſorrow of the ſubjeQs 
of Selerne, : 


Fryar Albert made 4 young Venetian Gentlewoman beleexe, that God Cupid 


was falne in loue with her, and he reſorted oftentimes onto her.jin the diſ. 

guiſcof the ſame God. Afterward, being frighted by the Gentlewomans 

t:udred and friends, he caft himelfe out of ber Chamber window,and was 

biditen in & poore mans Houſe; on the day following, in the ſhape of a wilde 

or ſauage ran fre was brow ht pen the Rialto of Saint Marke, and being 

there publikely knowne by the Brethren of bis Order, he was commited te 
"Priſon. 


The ſecond Nouell. 


guy rhe lewd lines of diſſerwblims hypocrites ; and checking the arro- 
fant pride of vaine. headed women, he . 
THE 
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cimes inthe eyes of allthe company ; burir being finiſhed, the Ki 
ſhewing a ſtearne countenance,ſaide; I ſhould haut much commend 
the kindneſle of fortune,if in the whole courſe of my life, T ed'taſted the 
leaſt moiry of that dehght, which G#iſcardo receined by connerfing with 
faire Ghiſmonds. Notneede any of you to wonder theredrbthow it can 
be otherwiſe, bec1wſce houtely I feele a thouſand dying tottmints; without 
enjoying any hope of eaſe or pleaſure : but referring my fortunes to their 
owne poorecondition,itis my will, that Madam Parnpintaproceed next 
in the argument of ſucceſleleſſe lone,according as Midamm'P:ammrerts hath 
already begun, to ler fall more dew-drops onthe tire of mine »Miftions: 
Madim Pampinea perceiuing what a taske was impoſed on her knew well 
{by her own? diſpoſition) the inclination of the company, whereof ſhet 
was more reſp:&inethen of the Kings command : wherefore,chuline ra- 
ther to recreate their ſpirirs,then to ſarishe the Kings melancholy humour, 
ſhe dere! mined to relate a Tale of mirthfull mitter,and yet to kNepe with: 


in comp.ſſe of the purpoſed Argument. | 323h 
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eigeth me yery ample 


: | 


matter to (p%3ke of,znd>yernot-virying fdm our ihe-ntion, concerning 


, 


long and large, their faces made artifitaally pale, ves x 
andhumbl& ro get mens goods from them; yetſowre, harſh and ſtearne 


enovgh, ini'theckihg andrcbntroning other mens erroprs, as alſo in vr- 


ww 


ging others to giue, andthemſchuevro take, without any other hope or 
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Nouell 2. The Fourth Day, 
———meancs of {aluation. Nor doc tbey endeauour like other men,to;worke 
our their ſoules health with feare and trembling; bur,cucn asitthey were 
ſole owners, Lords,and poſſeſſors of Paradice, will appoint ro-cuery dy. 
ing perſon, place” (there) of greater or leſſer exccllency : according 4s 
they thinke good,or asthe legacies left by them arcin quantity, where. 
by they not onely deceiue themſclues , bur all ſuch as giue credirto their 
ſubtile perſwaſions. And were it lawfull forme, to make knowne ng 
more then is meerely neceſſary ; I could «169 diſcloſc tolimple.credy- 
lous people, what craft lieth concealed vnder their holy habites : and. I 
would wiſh, that thcir lies and dcluding ſhould ſpeed withthem,as they 
did with a Fraxciſcane Friar, none of the younger Nouices, bur one of 
chem of greateſt reputation, and belonging toone of the beſt:Monaſte. 
ries in Venice, Which I amthe rather deſirous to report,to recreate you 
ſpirirs,afrer your teares for the death of faire Ghiſmowds, Tee TS « 
Sometime (Honourable Ladies) there liued in! the City of 1mo/a, a 
man of moſt lewd and wicked life; named, Bertho de /a meſfſs, whole 
ſhameleſſe deedes were fo well knowne to all the Citizens,and won (uch 
reſpeR among them , as all his lies could not compaſlc any belecte, no, 
not when hedchucredamatter of foand truth;"Wherefore, percciuing 
that bis lewd [effe allowed him no longer dwelling there : like a def; perate 
aducnturerghercanſporred himfelfe thence to Yepice,the receptacle of all 
foule ſine and abhomination, intending there to exerciſe his wonted 
bad bchauiour,and live aSwickedly as eucr he had done befote. It came 
to palle, that ſome remorſe of conſcience tooke hold of him, for the for- 
mer paſlages of his diffolute life, and he pretendedrobe fiuprized with 
very great deyotion,becomming much more Catholike the any other 
man, takingo a-Cordeliery and calling 


Ja himthe profeſſion of a Franc:ſca 


himſelfe,Fryar Albert of Imola, + es | 
[n this h4biteand outward appearance, hee: feemed to leade an av 


became. (of a theele) Rufhan,: 
had beene 
when ſecr 
made Prie 


ſelfe ro bee 


the for, 
0, | Mi "i 


Frances himſclfc had bardly any more. It forruncd, that a young Gea- 
tlewoman, 


| "4 - 
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tlewoman, being ſomewhar fooliſh, wanton and proud minded, named 
Madam Lsſetta de Caquirins, wife toa wealthy Merchant,who went with 
cerraine Gallies into F/anders,and there ſay as Lieger long time # incom- 
pany of other Gentlewomen, went to be confeſſed by this gtioſtly/Fa- 
ther; kneeling at his fecte, although her heart was high enough, like a 
ud minded woman, (for Yenetzans are preſumpruous, vaine-glorious, 
2nd witted much like to their skittiſh Gondoloes) ſhe madea very ſhore 
rchearſall of her finnes. At length Fryar Albert demanded of her, whe- | 
ther ſhee had any amorous friend or louer £ Her patience being -excee- 
dingly prouoked, ſtearne anger appeared in her lookes, which cauſed her 
ro returne him this anſwer. How now Sir Domines what? haveyounc 
eyes in your h2ad > Can you not diſtinguiſh between mine,andrheſe 0- 
ther common beauties ? I could haue Louers enow, if 1 were fo pleaſed; | 
butthole perfeions remaining in me, are not to be affeRed hy this man, | 
or thar. How many beauties haue you beheld, any way anſiverable to 

mine,and are more fit for Gods,then mortals. | 
Many other idle ſpeeches ſhee vrtered, in proud opinion of her beau- 
ty, whereby Friar Albert preſently perceiucd,that this Gentlewoman had 
but a hollow braine,and was fit game for folly toflye at; which madehim 
inſtantly cnamoured of her, and that beyond all capacity of reliſtiog, 
which yet hereferred to a further, and more commodious time. Neuer- 
theleſſe, to ſhew himſelfe an holy and religious man now, hebegan to 
reprchend her, andeold her plainely, that ſhe was vain-glorious, and o- 
uercome with infinite follies. Heereupon,ſhe called him a logper headed 
beaſt,and he knew nat the difference betweene an ordinary complexion, 

and beauty of the higheſt merit. In whichreſpeQ, Friar A/bere,being loth 
to offend her any further ; after confeſſion was fully ended, ler her paſſe | 
away among the other Gentlewomen, ſhe giuing him diuers diſdainfull | 
lookes. | 
Within ſome few dayes after, raking one of his truſty brethren in his I 
company, he went to the Houſe of Madam Liſetta, where requiring to: | 
haue ſome conference alone wich her ſelfe , ſhee tooke him into a priuate 
Parlor, and being there,not to be ſecne by any body, he fell on his knees | 
before her,ſpeaking in this manner. Madam, for charities fake, and in * 
regard of your owne moſt gracious nature,I beſecch you to pirdon thoſe 
harſh ſpeeches, which I vſed to you the other day, when you were with 
me at conf: fhoa: becauſe,the very night enſuing thereon, I was chaſtiſed 
in ſuch ſuch cruell manner, asI was neuer able ro ſtirre forth of my bed, 
vatill this very inſtant morningſwhercto the weake-witted Gentlewoman | 
thus replyed. And whol pray you (quoth ſhe) did chaſtiſe you ſo ſenere-! 
ly : I will rell you Madam,ſaid Friar A/bert, but it is a matter of, admira+ 
bleſecrecie. | | | | 
Being alone by my ſelfe the ſame nightin my Dorter, andin very le- 
rious deuotion, according to my viuall manner : ſuddenly I ſaw a bright 

ſplendour about me,and I could no ſooner ariſe todiſcerne what ir might 
be, and whence it came, but I eſpicd a very poorly young Lad —_ | 
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me, holding a golden Bow ia his hand, and a rich Quiuer of Arrowey 
CA at his backe, Catching faſt hold on my Hood,agaiaſt the ground 
he threw me rudely, trampling on me with his fecte,and beating me with 
ſo many cruell blowes, that I thought my body to be broken in peeces, 
Then [ defired to know, why he was ſo rigorous to me in his correQion 2 
Becauſe (quoth he) thou didſt ſo {aucily pretume this day, to reproue the 
celeſtiall beauty of Madam Zy/etra, who (next to my Mother Yen) I 
loue moſt dearcly. Whereupon Iperceiued, he wasthe great co miman- 
_ ding GodC#pid, and therefore I craued moſt humbly pardon of him, | 
will pardon thee (quoth he) but vpon this condition, that thou 20C to 
her ſo ſoone as conuenicntly thou canſt, and(by lowly humility Jpreuaile 
to obtaine her free pardon : which if ſhe will not vouchlate ro granethee, 
then ſhall I in ſtearne anger returne againe, and lay ſo many torturing af. 
flitions on thee,thar all thy whole life time ſhall be moſt hatefull to thee, 
And what the diſplcaſed God aide elſe belide, I darc not diſcloſe, ex. 
cept you pleaſe firſt to pardon me, AGE ITRTTE 

Miſtreſſe-ſhillow braine,being ſwolne big with this wind,like an em 
ty bladder ; conceiued nv ſmall pride in hearing theſe words, conſtantly 
crediting them to be true, and therefore thus anſwered, Did I nottel you 
Father Albert, that my beauty was celeſtiall * But I ſweare by my beauty, 
notwithſtanding your idle paſſed arrogancy, I am heartily ſorry for your 
ſo ſcuere correction ; which that it may no more be inflicted on you,T do 
freely pardon you z yer with this proi/e, that you tell me what the God 
elſe ſaide;jvnto you; whereto Fryar Albert thus replyed. Madam, ſeeing 
you haue ſo graciouſly vouchſated to pardon me, I will thanktully tell 
you all; but you muſt be very carcfull and reſpeRiue, that whatſocuer ] 
ſhall reveale vato you, muſt ſo cloſely be concealed, as no living crea- 
ture inthe World may know it z for you are the onely happy Lady now 
lizing, and that happinefle relicth on your filence and ſecrecie : with ſo- 
lemne vowes and proteltations ſhe ſcaled vp her many promiſes,and then 
the Fryar thus proceeded, 

Madam, the further charge impoſed on me by God Cupid, was to tell 
you, that himſclte is ſo extremely enamored of your beauty, and ybu 
are become ſo gracious in his affection; as,many nights he hath cometo 
{ee you in your Chamber,ſitting on your pillow, while youſlept ſweetly, 
and deſiring very often ro awake you, bur onely feating to affcioht you, 

Wherefore, now he {ends you word by me, that one night he intenderh 
eo come Vifite you, and to ſpend ſome time in conuerling with you. But 
in regard be isa God, and mcerely a ſpirit in forme,whereby neicher you 
or any elſe haue capacity of beholding him, much lefſe ro touch or feele 
him : he ſaith, that (for your ſake) he will come in the ſhape of a man,gi- 
uing mecharge alſo ro know of you, when you ſhall pleaſe to bzuc him 
come,and in whoſe fimilitude you would have him to come, whercof he 
will not faile , in which reſpeR,you may iuſtly thinke your ſelfe ro be the 


ny happy woman liuing, and farre beyond allother iu your good 
une, | 


F: Miſtreſſe » 
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Miſtreſſe want-wir preſeatly anſi wered, ſhe was well contented, chat 
God Cupid ſhould loue her, and ſhe wonld returne the like loue = Famey 
him; proteſting withall, that whereſoeuer ſhee ſhould ſe bis maieſtical! 
pifure, ſhe would fer a hallowed burning Taper beforcit.' Moreouer, 
at all times he ſhould be moſt welcome to her, whenſoeuer hee would 
vouchſateto viſite her; for, he ſhould alwayes finde her alone in her pri- 
uate Chamber : on this condition, that his olde Loue Pfches, and all 6- 
ther beauties elle wharſouer, muſt be ſeraſide, and none but her ſelfe one. 
ly to be his beſt Miſtreſle,referring his perſonal! forme of appearance, to, 
what ſhape hirnſclte beſt pleaſedrs afſume,ſothat it might not be fright« 
full,or offcnſ1ue to her, Qty. vood 
Madam (quoth Friar A/bert) moſt wiſely hane you anfwercd,and leaue 
the matter to me for [ will rake order ſufficiently, andto your content. 
ment. But you may do me a great grace, and without any preiudice to 
your ſclfe, in granting me one poore requeſt; namely, ro vouchſafenhe 
Gods appearance to you, in my uy thape and perſon,andin the per- 
fe forme of a man as now you behold me : ſo may youſafely giue him 
entertainment, withour any taxation ofthe world,or ill apprehenſion of 
the moſt curious inquiſition, Beſide, a greater happineſſe can never be- 
fall me : for,while he aſſumeth the ſoule out of my body,and walketh on 
che carth in my humane figure : I ſhall be wandering in the joyes of Lo- 
uers Paradiſe, feeling the fruition of their; felicities 5 which are ſuch, as 
no mortality can be capeable of,no,not ſo much as in imagination, 

The wiſe Gemtlewoman replied, that ſhe was well contented, in re- 
gard of the ſeuere puniſhmeat inflited on him by God Cupz4, forthe re- 
proachfull ſpeeches he had giuen her; to allow him ſo poore a kinde of 
conſolation,as he had requeſted her to grant him. Whereuppon Friat 
bert (aide : Be ready then Madam to giue bim welcome to morrow it 
the euening, at the entering into your houſe, for comming in an humane 
body,he cannot bur enter at your doores : whereas,if{in powerfull man» 
ner )he made vſe of his wings,he then would flye in at your window, and 
then you could not be ableroſee him. 

Vpon tihs concluſion, Albert departed, leauing Lyſerts in no meane 
pride of imagination, that God C»pzd ſhould be cnamourcd of her beau- 
ty ; and therefore ſhe thought cach houre a yeare, till ſhe mighe ſee him 
in the mortall ſhape of Friar 4/bert. And now was his braine wonder- 
fully buſied, to viſice her in more then common or humane manner; and 
therfore he made him a ſure(cloſe ro his bodyyot white Taffara, all pou- 
dred ouer with Starres, and ſpangles of Gold, a Bow and Quiuer of Ar N 
rowes, with wings alſo faſtened to his backe behinde him, and all cnn- 
ningly couered with his Friars habit, which muſt bethe ſole meancs of 
his ſafe paſſage. , 

Hauing obtained licence of his Superiour, and being accompanied 
with an holy Brother of the Conuent, yer ignorant of the bulineſſe by 
him intended ; he went to the houſe of a fricnd of his,which was his vſu« 


all receptacle, whenſocuer he went about ſuch deeds of darknes, _ 
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did he pur on his diflembled habit of God C»pza, with his winges, Bowe, 
and Quiver, in formall faſhion; andthen clouded oger with. his Monkes 
Cowlc) leaucs his companion to awaite his returning backe, while he vi- 
fired fooliſh Liſerta, according to her expeRation, readily attending for 
the Gods atriuall. dw {con gdt 

Albert being come to the houſe, knocked atthe doore, and the Maide 
admitting him entrance, accordingas her Miſtrefſe had appointed, ſhe 
condudted him to her Milſtreſſes Chamber, where laying aſide his Friars 
habite, and ſhe ſecing him ſhine with ſuch glorious ſplendour, adding 
aQionalſoto his aſſumed diſmulation, with maicſticke motion of his 
body, wings, and bow, as if he had bene God Cupid indecde, conuerted 
into a body much bigger of ſtature, then Painters. commonly do deſcribe 
him,her wiſedome was ouercome with feare and admiration, that ſhe 
fell on her knees before him, expreſiing all humble reverence vnto him, 
And he ſpreading his wings ouer her, as with wiers and ſtrings he had 
made them pliqnt ; ſhewed how graciouſly he accepted her humiliation , 
folding her in his armes, and ſweetly kithng her many times together, 
with repetition of his entire loue and aftcCtion towards her, So delicate- 
ly was he perfumed with odorifferous ſauours, and ſo compleate of per. 
ſon in his ſpangled garments,that ſhe could do nothing elſc, but wonder 
at his rare behaviour, reputing her felicity beyond all Womens in the 
world, and vttcrly impoſſible to be equalled, ſuch was the pride of her 
preſuming. For he told her diuers tales and fables,of his awetull power 
among the other Gods, and ſtolne plcaſures of his ypon the earth , yer 
gracing her praiſes aboue all his other Loues, and vowes made now, to 
affect none bur her onely,as his oftenviſttations ſhould more conſtant. 
ly aſſurc her, that ſhe verily credited all his proteſtarions,and thought his 
kiſſes and embraces,farre to exceed any mortall compariſon, 

Atter they had ſpent ſo much times in amorous difcourſing, as might 
beſt fit with this their firſt mecting, and ſtand cleare from ſuſpition on ei- 
ther ſide:our Albert Copidgor Cuprd- Albert,which of them you beſt pleaſe 
rorermehim, cloſing his ſpangled winges together againe behinde his 
backe,taſtcning alſo on his Bow and Quiuer of Arrowes, ouer-clouds 31! 
with his religious Monkes Cowle, and then with a parting kiſſe or two 
returned tothe place where he had lefr his fellow and companion, per- 
haps imployedin as deuout an exerciſe, as he had bin in bis abſence from 
him; whence both repayring home to the Monaſtery, all this nightes 
wandering was allowed as tollerable, by them who made no ſpare of do- 
ing the like. 

On the morrow following, Madam Liſerra immediatcly after dinner, 
being attended by her Chamber-maid, went to ſee Friar Albert, 6 nding 
him in his wonted forme and faſhion, and telling han what had hapned 
betweene her and God Cupzd, with all the other lies andtales which hee 
had told her, Truly Madam (anſwered Albert} what your ſuccetſe with 
him hath beene,I amno way able rocomprehend ; but this I can aſſure 
yon, that {o ſoone as I had acquainted him with your anſw er, Ifcltaſo- 
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daine rapruremade of my {oulc, and viſibly (ro:my appreheriſion) ſaw it © 
carried by Elues and Fairics,into the floury fields iabour ,Elifiurs, where 
Louers departed out of this life, walke among the beds of Lillies and Ros 
ſes, ſuch as are not in this world to be ſeene, neither robe imagined by a- 
ny humane capacity. So ſuper-abounding was the pleaſure of this ioy 
and ſolace, that, how long I continuedthere, orby what meancs/I was 
cranſported hither againe this morning, ir is beyond all abiliry in meero 
exprefſe, or how I aſſumed my body againe- after that great God had 
made vſc thereof to your ſeruice. Well Fryar Albert (quoth ſhee) you 
may ſee whatan happincſle hath befalnc you, by fo groſſe an opinion of 
my perfections, and whata felicity you enjoy, and [till arelike todo,by 
my pardoning youretror, and granting the God acceſſe to me in your 
ſhape: which as I enuy not, {o I wiſh you heereafter to be wiſer,in taking 
vpon youto iudge of beauty. Much other idle folly proceeded from her, 
which ſtill he ſooched to her contentment, and (as occaſion ſerued) ma- 
ny meetings they had in the former manner. 

It fortuned within few dayes after that Madam L:ſerta being in com- 
pany with one of her Goſſips, and their conference (as commonly it fal- 
cth outto be) concerning other women of the City , their beauty, be. 
hauiour, amorous ſuters and ſeruants, and generall opinion conceived 
of their worth and merit 3 wherein Zyſerrs was ouer-much conceyted of 
her ſelfe, not admitting any other ro-be her equall. Among other ſpee- 
ches,ſauouring of an vaſtaſoned brane : Goflip. (quoth ſhe)if you knew 
what account is made of my beaury; and who holdes it inno meane eſti 
mation, you would then freely confeſſe, that I deſerue to. bepreferred 
before any other. As women are ambitious in theirowne opinions, ſo 
commonly are they couetous of ane anothers ſecrets, eſpecially in mat- 
ter of emulation, whereupon the Goſhp thus replyed. Beleeue-me Ma- 
dam, I make no doubt but your ſpeeches may be true, in regard of your 
admired beaury, and many other perfeRions beſide , yer let me ell you, 
priuiledges,how great and ſingular ſocuerthey be, without they are kno« 
wento others,beſideſuch as do particularly enioy them ; they carry no 
more account, then things of orginary eſtimation. Whereas onthe con- 
trary, when any Lady or Gentlewoman hath ſome eminenc and peculiar 
fauour, which few or none other can reach vnto, and it is made famoaiis 
by generall- notion ; thendoall women elſe admire and honor her,as the 
eJory of their kinde,and a'miracle of Nature. © 1, wr F 

I perceive Gofljp ſaid Liſerra, whereat you aime,and ſuch is my louero 
yoit,as you ſhould nor loſe your lohging in this caſe, were I but conſtant= 
ly ſecured of your ſecrecy, which as bitherto I haue bene no way ableto 
taxe, ſo would be loth now to be more ſuſpitious of then needs. Bue yer 
this matter is of ſuch maine moment, that 'it you will proteſt as you are 
truly vertuous, neuer to reuealeit eoany living body,' I willdiſcloſeto! 
you almoſt a miracle. The vertaous oath being paſt, with many other, 
ſolemne proteſtations beſide, Liſetrerhen proceeded inthis mancr. |, |: 
I know Goſlip,that it is a matter of common DIO } 
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Ladies and Geatlewomen to be graced with fauourites,men of traile and 
mortall conditions, whoſe natures are as ſubieR to inconſtancy, as their 
very beſt cndeuours dedicated to folly as [ could name no mean number 
of our Ladies heere in Venice. But when Soueraigne deities ſhall feele the 
impreſſion of pur humane deſires, and behoJd ſubicAsof ſuch preuailing 
efficacy, asroſubdue their greateſt power, yea,and make them enamored 
of morrall creatures: you may well imagine Goffip;fuch a beauty is ſupe- 
tiour to any other. And ſuch isthe happy fortune of your friend Liſerrs, 
ot whoſe perfeRions, great Cupid the awefull commanding God of Loue 
himf:ltc, conceived ſuch an exrraordinary liking : as he hath aban doned 
his ſeatc of ſupreme Maicſty, and appeared to me in the ſhape ofa mor- 
tall man, with liucly expreſſion of his amourons paſſions,and whar extre- 
mitis of anguiſh he hathendured, onely for my loue. May this be poſſi- 
ble ? replyed the Goflip. Can the Gods betoucht with the apprehenſi- 
on of our fraile paſſions * Trucit is Goſſip, anſwered Ly/erra, and fo cer. 
tainly true, that his ſacred kiſſes, {weere embraces,and moſt pleaſing ſpees 
ch-s with proffer of his continuall deuotiontowards me, bath giuen me 
good cauſe to configme whar I fay,and to thinke my felicity faire beyond 
all other womens, bcing honoured with his often nightly viſttations, 

The Goſfip inwardly ſmiling at her idle ſpzeches, which {neuerthcles) 
ſhe auouched with very yehemenr allencrations /: fell inſtantly ficke of 
womens naturall difcaſe,thinking cuery minute a tedious month,t ill ſhe 
were in company with {ome ochcr Goflps, to breake the obligation of 
her vertuous protiſc,and that others(as well as hr ſelie) might laugh at 
che folly of this ſhillow-witted woman. The next day following, it was 
her hap to be ara wedding, among a-preat number of other women, 
whom quickly ſh» acquainted with this fo ſtrange a wonder , asthcy did 
the like to their husbands : and paſſing ſo from hand to hand, in lefſe ſpace 
then rwo dayes,all Fence was fully poſſefſed with it, 

Among rhe reſt, the bterhrcn to this foohſh woman, heard this admi- 
table newes concerning their Siſter; and they diſcreetly concealing irto 
themfclucs;cloſelyconcluded to watchthe walks of this pretended God + 
and if he ſoared nottoo lofty a flight, they:wouldclip his wings, ro come 
ene better acquainted with him, Ittotruned, chat the Friar. hearing his 
Cupidicalbviſitations over-publikely difcoucred, purpoſedtocheck and 
reproue £x/etra for her indiſcretion. And being habired according ts his 
former manner,his Friarly Cowle coucring alt his former brauery,heletx 
his companion where bevſcd to ſtay, and cloſely walked alone vmto the 
houſe. Noſooner was he entred, bur the Brethren being ambuſhed neere 
roche docre,went in after him,and aſcending the ſtaires, by fuchtime as 
he had vacafed himſelfe, and appeared like God Cup/d,with his ſpangled 
wings diſplayed :/ they ruſhed into the Chamber,and be hauing no ocher 
refuge, opened a large Caſtment, ſanding direly oucr the great gulfe 
orRiver,andpreſently leapt into the water ; which being deepe, 'and/he 
*kilful in ſwimming, he had no other harme by his tall;albeirthe fodaine 
1ftright did much perplex him. | . 4 
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Recovering the further fide of the River, he elpicd a light,and the doore 
of an houſe oper wherein dwelt a poore man, whom he carneſtly intre1- 
red;to ſaue borh his lifeand repuration,telling him many hes and rales by 
what meaneshe was thus diſguifcd,' and throwne by night-walking Vil. 
laines into thewater. The'poore man, being moued SG Ghtnpalibintte 
his diſtreſſ.d eſtate, laid him in his owne bed; miniftrine ſuch other comm - 
forts ro him,zs the time and his ponerty did permit ; and day drawing on 
he went about his buſtneſſe, aduiſing him to rake his reſt, and it lhould 
not be long till he retarned. Su,locking the doore,and leaving the coun- 
terfet God in bed, away goes the poore manto his daily labor, The Bre- 
thren to Liſerra, perceiuing God Cap#d to be fled and gone, and ſhe ih 
melancholly ſadnefle fitring by thym : they rooke vp the Reliques he had 
left behind him, I meane the Friars hood and Cowle, whith {ſhewine to 
their ſiſter,and ſharpely reprouing her vawomanly brhauiour : they lefe 
her in no meane diſcomfort, returping hometo their -owne houſes, with 
their conquered ſpoile of the forlorne Friar. j 

During the times of theſe occurrences, broad day ſpeeding on,and rhe 
poore man returning homeward by the Rzafto,to viſit his gueſt (o left in 
bed : he beheld diuers cronds of people, anda generall rumor noyſed 4- 
mong them, that God Cap#ia had bene that night with Madam Liſetra, 
where being ouer-cloſely purſued by her Brethren, for feare of being ſar- 
prized, he leapt out of her window into the gulfe , andno one could tell 
what was become of him. Heereupon, the poore man began to imagine, 
that the gueſt entertained by him in the night enmc, mult needs be the 
ſame ſuppoſed God Cap1d,as by his wings andother embelliſhments ap- 
peared : wherefore being come home and fitting dawne onthe beds ſide 
by him,after ſome few ſpeeches paſſing berweene them, he knew him to 
be Friar Albert, who promiſed rogiue him fifry ducares, if he would nor 
betray him to Liſceeees Brethren, 

Vpoathe accepration of this offer, the money being ſent for, and pai- 
ed downe, there wanted nothing now, but ſome aprtand conuentient 
meanes, whereby Albert might ſately be conueyed into the Monaſtery, 
which being wholly referred ro the poore mans care and truſt, thus he 
ſpake, Sir,l fee no likely-hood of yourcleare-eſcaping home, except in 
this manner as1 aduiſe you. We obſerue this day as a merry Feſtiuall,and 
it is lawfull for any onc,to diſguiſea man in the skin of a Beare, orin the 
ſhape of a ſauage man, orany other forme of berter aduice. Which be- 
ing ſo done,he 15 brought vpon S. Markes RY poi erm being hun- 
teda while with dogs, vpon the huntingsconclufton, the Feaſt is ended 
and then each man leadcs his monſter whether him pleaſeth. If you can 
acceptany of theſe ſhapes, before you be ſeene hecre in my poore abi- 
dine, then can 1 ſafcly {afterward) bring you where you would be. O- 
therwiſz, I ſee no poflible meanes,how you may eſcape heace vaknown 

 foritis without all queſtion to the comrary,rhat the Gentlewomans bre- 
thren, knowing your concealmenrin ſome one place or other,wil ſer ſuch 
ſpies and watches for you throughout the City,as you muſt needs be ta- 
ken by them, Now, 
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— Now, alhough it {cemeda moſt ſeuere 1m policzon, tor Albers to palle 
in any of theſe diſguiſes: yer his excccding feare of Zz/ertaes brethren and 
fricads, made him gladly yeclde, andto vadergo what ſhape the poore 
man pleaſed, whichthus be ordered, Annointing his naked body with 
Hony, he then couercd it ouer with downy ſmall Feathers, and faſtening 
4chaine about his n<ckc,and a ſtrange vgly vizud on his face, hegaue him 
a great ſtaffe 1n thc on hand, and two huge Maſtiue dogs chained toge.- 
ther in the other, which hc had borrawed1n the Butchery, Afterward, 
he ſent 2 man to the Rzalts, who thereproclaimed by the ſound of Trum- 
pet : That all ſuch as deſired to ſee God Cup14, which the laſt nights had 
deſcended downe from the skies, and fell (ty ill hzp) into. the Yeretiam 
oulte,let them repaire £0 the publikc Market place of S, Maz ke,and there 
he would appeare 1n his owne likeneſſe. | ; 

This being done, ſoone after he left his houſe, and leading him thus 
diſguiſed along by the chaine, he was followed by great crowds of pco- 
ple, eucry one queſtioning of whence, and what ke Was. Ia which man- 
ncr,he brought him,to the Market place , where an infinite number of 

:ople were gathered to_ether,as wellot the tollowers, as of them that 
$5 hcard the proclamation, There he made choice of a pillar, which 
ſto 1d in a place lomewhat highly exalted, wherto he chained his ſauage 
man, making ſhew, as if he meant toawaitethere,till the hunting ſhould 
begin : in w-[ich time, the Flies, Waſpes, and Homet:gdid fo terribly 
Qing his naked body, being annointed with Hony,that he endured ther- \ 
by vnſp:akable anguith, When the poore man ſaw, that there needed 
no more concourſe of pc ople 5 pretending, asif he purpoſcd to let looſe 
his Salu1ge man; he touke the maske or vizard trom CMberrs face, and 
then he {pake aloud in this manner, | 

G-ntlenen and othcrs, ſ:cing the wilde Boare commeth nor to our 
hunting, becauſe I imagine that he cannor caſily be found : I meane (to 
the end you may not loſc your labourin comming hither) to ſhew you 
the great God of Loue called Cupid, who Pocts feigned long ſince to 
be a little boy, but now growne to manl, ſtature, You ſec in what ma- 
ner hc hath 1cft his high dwclling, onely tor the comfort of our Yerctiam 
beauties : bur belike,the night-togs ouer-flagging his wings,he tcll into 
our gulte, and comes now to prelent his {cruice ro you. No ſooner had 
he taken off his vizard,but eucry one knew him to be Fryar Albert. and 
ſodainely aroſe ſach ſhautes and out-cries, with moſt bitter words brea- 
thed forth agaiaſt him, hurling alſo ſtones, dure and filth in his tacc, that 
his beſt acquaintance then could take no knowledge of him, and not any 
one pittying his abuſing. 

So long continued the offended pzople in their fury,that the newes ther 
of was carrizd tothe Conucnt, andix of his Religious Brethren came 
who caſting an habite about him, and releaſing him from his chaine the ; 

led himto rhe Monaſtery, not without much molleſtation and rrouble 
of the people f where impriſoning him ia thcir houſe, ſcuerity of ſome 
inflicted puaiſhmenr, or rather conccite for his opea lhime, ſhortned 
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his dayes,and ſo he dyed. Thus you ſee (fayre Ladies) whea licentious 
life muſt be cloudea with a cloake of ſanRitie, andeuill ations daylic 
committed, yet eſcaping vncredired : there wall come 2 time at length, 
for iuſt diſcovering of all, that the good may ſhine in their true luſter. 0 
glory,and the bad fiake in their owne deſerued ſhame, | 


Three youg Gentlemen affetting three Siſters, fledde with them into Candic. 
The eldeſt of them (through tealouſie) becommeth the death of her Lower + 
The ſecond, by conſenting to the Duke of Candies requeſt, is the meanes 

ſaning her life, Afterward,her owne Friend killeth her, and thence flycth 
away with the elder Siſter, The third couple, are charged with her geath, 
and being committed priſoners, they cenfeſſe the fatt, and fear ing death, by 
corraption of money they prenazle with thery Keepers, eſcaping from thence 
to Khodes where they dyed in great poxerty, 
T he Third Novell. 

Heereim is declared, how dangerous the occaſion is, enſuing by anger and de- 
ſpight, in ſuch as entirely luue eſpecially being minried (x offended by thens 
that they loae. 
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VvW Hen the King perceyued that Madame Pamprnee hid ended het 
diſcourſe, he fat ſadly a ptetry white, without vitering one word, 

but afterward ſpake chus. Little goodneſle appeared in the beginning of 
this Nouell,becaule it miniſtred occaſion of mirth ; yet the ending pro- 
ued berrer;þand I could wiſh, that worſe inflitions had falne an the ve- 
nerious Friar, Thenatirringrowards Madam Lauretta,he ſaid: Lady,do 
you tcllvs a better ralegif-poſſiole ir may bei She ſmiling,this anſwered 
the King/: Sir, you are vucr cruelly bent againſt poore Loucrs, in defi- 
D d ring 
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firing; thar their amourous pioceſſions ſhould have harſh and finiſter 
concludings. Neuertheleſle, in obedirnce to your ſeucre command, a- 
mong three perſons amou' ouſly p-rplexed, I will relate an vohappy en- 
ding; whereas all may be ſaideto {| peede as vnfortunately, being equal. 
ly alike, in enioying the iſſue of their deſires, and thus I purpoſe to pro- 
ccede. 

Euery Vice (choice Ladies) as very well you know,redoundeth tothe 
preat diſgrace and preiudice of him, or her, by whom it is practiſed, and 
oftentimes to others. Now,among thoſe common hurtfull enemies,the 
finne or vice which moſt carricth vs with full carrere, and drawcth vs in- 
rovnaduoydable dangers(in mine opinion)ſecmeth to be that of choller 
or anger, which is a ſodain and inconſiderate moving, prouoked by ſome 
recciued iniury, which hauing excluded all reſpc& of reaſon, and dimnd 
(with darke vapors) thc bright diſcerning {1ght of the vnderſtanding, en- 
Aimeth the minde with moſt violent fury. Andalbeit this inconuenience 
hapneth moſt ro men, and moreto {ome few then others, yet notwith- 
ſtanding, it hath þenc noted, that women haue telt the (eltclame infirmi- 
ty,and in more extreme manner , becauſc it much ſooner is kindled in 
them, and burneth with the brighter flame, in regard they haue the leſ- 
ſer conſideration, and thetefore norr6 be wondred ar. Forif we wil ad- 
viſ-dly obſerue, we ſhall plainly perceine, thar fire /euen of his ov-ne 
naturc)cakcth hold onſuchthings as are light and rerider, much ſooner 
then it can on hard 4nd weighty ſubſtances ; and fome of vs women (ler 
men take rfo-offence at my words) are farre more ſoft and delicate then 
they be, and ther: fore more fraile, In which regard,lecing wee are na- 
turally enclined hereto,and contidering alſo, how much our aff. bility 8 
ocaenctieds f1:w themſclues plealing and tull of contentrothoſe men 
with whom we areto live; and likewiſe, how anger and fury are compa- 
&:d of cxrtaordinary perils : | purpoſe(becaufe we may be the more ya- 
liant in our COU age,to ourſtand the fierce afaults of wrath and rag") to 
{11 w you by mine en{ving Nouell, how the loucs of three yong Gentle. 
mcn,and of ax many Gentlewomen, came to fatall and fortunat ſucceſſe 
by the tempeſtuous anger of one among them, as I haue formcrly related 
Vnto you, —— os | 

Atrſcillgs (as youare aotnow to learne) is in Provence, ſeated on the 
Sca, and iSalfoa very ancjent arid tnaft Noble Cirty, 'which hath bene 
(hecrerotore) inhabired with farrc richerand more-wealthy Me: chants, 
then ar this inſtant time itis. Among whom, there was one named Nay- 
14140 Cin;dz, aman but of meane condition, yer cleare in faith and repu- 
ration,and in lands.goods,and ready monies, unmceafurably rich. Many 
cluldien he had by his Wite, among whom werethree Davghrers, which 
exceed: d his Sonnes in yeer's. Two of them being twinnes, and borne 
of one body, were counted to be fitrecne yeeres oldgthe third was foure- 
tecne, and nothing hindered martiagein their Parents owne expeRa- 
tion, but the xerurne home of Narnaldo, who was then abroad in Spaine 
with his Mcichandizes. The eldeſt of theſe Siſters was named Nemerra, 
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the ſecond Magdalena, and the third Bertells, A Gentleman (albeit but 

oorc in fortunes) and called Reſiagnone,was ſo extraordinarily enamou- 
red of Nnettz, as no man poſſibly could be more,and the likewiſe as car- 
neſt in affection towards hum , yer both carrying their loues procecding 
with ſuch ſecrecy, as long time they enioycd their hearts ſweet content- 
ment, yet vndiſcouered. 

It cameto paſle, that two other young Gallants, the one named Fo/co, 
and rhe other Hugnetto, (who had artaincd to incredible wealth, by the 
deceaſc of their Father )were alſo as far in loue,the one with Magdalena, 
and the other with Beyzells, When Reſtagnone had intelligence thereof, 
by the meanes of his faire friend Nznerta, he purpoſed to releeuc his po- 
uerty, by friendly furthering both their loue,and his owne:and growing 
into familiarity with them, one while he would walke abroad with Folco, 
and then againe with Hagerto, but oftner with rhem both together, ro 
vilite their Miſtreſfes,and continue worthy friendſhip. On a day, when 
hee ſaw the rime ſuteable to his intent, and rhat hee had inuired the two 
Gentlemen home vnto his Houſc, he fell into this like Conference with 
them. 

Kinde Friends (quoth he) the honeſt familiarity which hath paſt be- 
tweene vs, may render you ſome cenaine aſſurance, of the conſtant lone 
I beare to you both, being as willing to worke any meanes that may tend 
to your good, as I defire ro compaſſe mine owne; And becauſe the truth 
of mine affettion cannot concealc it ſelfe to you, I meane to acquaint 
you with an intention,wherewith my braine hath a long while trauelled 
and now may ſoone be deliuered of, if it may paſſe with your liking and 
approbation, Let me then tell you, that excepr;your ſpeeches ſauour of 
vnarruth, and your ations carry a doublevnderſtanding, in common be- 
haniour both by night and day, you appeare to pine and conſume away, 
in the cordiall Joue you beare to two of the Siſters, as I ſuffer the ſame at- 
fliftions for the third, with reciprocall requitall of their deereſt affeion 
tovs. Now,to qualific the heate of our tormenting flames, if you will 
condeſcend to ſuch a courſe as 1 ſhall adviſe you; the remedy will yeild 
them cquall caſe to ours, and we may ſafely inioy the benefit of content- 
ment. As wealth aboundeth with you both, ſo doth-want moſt exrreme- 
ly tyrannize ouer me : but if one banke might be made of both your rich 
ſubſtances, I embriced therein asathird partaker, and ſome quarter of 
the world diſigncd our by vs,where to livear hearts eaſe vpon your pol- 
ſeſſions, I durſt cngage my credir,that all the ſiſters (not meanely ſtored 
with their Fathers treaſure) ſhall beare vs company to what place ſocuer 
wepleaſe. There cach man freely enioying his owne deereſt Joue, may 
live like three brethren, without any hinderance to our mutuall content: 
it remainerh now in you Gentlemen, to accept this comfortable offer,or 
ro refuſe it. | 

The two Brothers, whoſe paſſions exceeded their beſt means for ſup- 
port, perceiuing ſome hope how to enivy their loues; defircd no long 


time of deliberation, or greatly diſputed with their thoughts what was 
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— beſt tobe done: but readily replyed that let happ<n any danger whatloe. 
ucr,they would ioyne with him in this dztermination,and he {hould par- 
take with them intheir wealthieſt fortunes. After Reſ{agnorc had heard 
their anſwer, within ſome few dayes following, ſhe went ro confer with 
Niettzs, which was no eafie matter for him to compaſle, Neuerthelefle, 
opportunity proued ſo fauourable to him,that meeting with her at a pris 
uate place appointed, he diſcourſed atlarge, what had paſſed betweene 
him and the other ewo young Gentlemen, maintaining the ſame vvith 
many good reaſons, to haue her like and allow of the enterprize. Which 
althougli (for a while) he could very hardly doe ; yet, in regard (hee had 
more deſire then power, without ſuſpition to be daily in his company, 
the thus anſwered. My hearts choſen friend, I cannot any way millile 
your aduice,and will take ſuch order with my Siſters.that they fhal agree 
to our reſolution. Let it therefore be your charge, that you and the reſt 
make cuery thing ready,to depart from hence {o foone,as with belt con- 
uenient meancs we may be enabled. 

Reſtapnone b&ing, returned to Folco and Hugnetto, who thovght euerie 
houre a yearc, to heare what would {ucceede ypon the promiſe paſt be- 
tween them ; he told them in plaintermes,that their Ladies were as free 
in conſent as they, and nothing wanted now, but furniſhment tor theix 
ſodiinc departing. Hauing concluded,that Canaye ſhould bee their har: 
bour for entertainment, they made ſale of ſome few inheritances which 
lay the rcadieſt for the purpole, as allothe goods in their Houſes; and 
then,vndecr colour of venting Merchandizes abroad, they bought a nin» 
ble Pianace, fortified with good ſtrength and preparation, and wayted 
bur for a conucnicnt windes Onthe other ſide, Nrmetta who was ſuffici- 
cn'ly acquainted with the forwargdneſle of her Siſters deſires, and-her 
owae, had ſo ſubſtantially preuatled with them, that a good Voyage now 
was the {ole expectation. Wheretpon, the fame night when they ſhould 
{et away, they opened a ſtrong barred Cheſt of thcir Fathers, whence 
they tooke great ſtore of Gold and coſtly Jewels, wherewith eſcaping ſe- 
eretly our of the houſe, they came to the place where their Louers atten» 
ded tur them,and going allaboord the Pinnace, the windes were ſo fur« 
therous to thetn, that without touching any where, the nighe following; 
they arriued at Gerneway. ql 

There being out of perill or putſuit,they all koit the knot of holy wed- 
locke, andthen freely enioyed their long withed defires, from whence 
{etting laile againe,and being well furniſhed with allchings wanting;paſ: 
fing on trom Port to Port, at the end of cight dayes, they landed in Can: 
4ze,not meeting withany impeachment on the way. Determining there 
to {pend their daies, firſt they prouided themſelues of good]y lands it the 
Countrey,andthen of beautifull dwelling houſes jn the Ciry,with al due 
furnilhments bclonging to them,and Familics well beſeeming ſuch wor- 
thy Gentlemen, and all delights<ltc for their daily recreations, inuiiing 
their Netghbours, and they them againe in louing manner; ſo thatnote- 
uers could with to line in more ample contentment. 


Paſſing 
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Paſſing on their time 1n this height of felicity, and not croſſed by any 
{niſter accidents, it came to paſle (as often wee may obſcrue in the like 
occalions, that although delights doe moſt eſpecially pleaſe vs, yet they 
breede ſurtet, when they {well roo ouer-great inabundance )that Reſtap- 
none, who molt deerely affected his faire N7etta,ind had her now in his 
free polleſſion, without any perillof loofing her : grew now alſo to bee 
weary ot her, and conlequently, to faile in thoſe familiar performances, 
which formerly had paſlcd berweene them. For, being one day invited 
roa Banker, hee ſaw there a-beaurifull Gentle-woman of that Countrey, 
whoſe perfeQions plealing him beyond all compariſon: he laboured (by 
painfull purſuite) ro wiwlus purpoſezand meeting with her in divers pri- 
uate places, grew prodigall in his expences ypon her. This could not be 
ſo cloſely carried, but being ſcene and obſerued by Nznerra, (hie became 
poſſeſſed with ſuch extreame icalouſie, that hee could not doc any thing 
whatſocucr,but immediately he had knowledge of it : which fire,grow- 
ing to a flame in her, herpatience became extreamely prouoked, viging 
rough and rude ſpeeches from her to him, and daily tormenting him be- 
yond power of ſufterance. «, 

As the epioying of any thing in too much plenty, makes ir appeare 
irkeſomeand loathing to vs, and the deniall of our deſires, do more and 
more whet on the appetite: cuen ſo did the angry ſpleen of Nznerta pro- 
ccede on in violence, againſt this new commenced loue of Keſfagnone . 
For, in ſuccefhon of time, whether he enioyed the embracements of his 
new Miſtreſſe, or no : yer Nzze#:s(by ſiniſter reports, but much more 
through her owne icalous imaginations) held it for infallible, and to bee 
moſt certaine. Hecreupon,ſhe fell into an extreame melancholly,which 
melancholly begat implacable tury, and (conſequently) ſuch contemp- 
tible diſdaine, as conuertcd her formerly kindely loue to Reſtagnone, into 
moſt cruell and bloudie hatred ; yea, and fo ſtrangely was reaſon or re- 
ſpe& confounded in her, as no reuenge elſe but ſpecdie dearth, might 
ſatisfic the wrongs ſhee imagined to recetue by Reſtagnome and his Mini- 
on. 
Vpon enquiry,by what meancs ſhee might beſt compaſle her bloody 
intention, ſhe grew acquainted witha Grecian woman, and wonderftul- 
ly expert in the compounding of poyſons, whom ſhee ſoperſwaded by 
gifts and bountcous promiſes,that at the length ſhee preuayled with her. 
A deadly water was diſtilled by her , which (without any other coun- 
ſellto the contrary) on a day when Reftagnone had his blood ſorr e-what 
ouer-heated, and little dreamed on any ſuch Treaſon conſpired againſt 
him by his Wife, {hee cauſed him to drinke a great draught thereof, vn- 
dcr pretence, that it was a moſt ſoueraigne and cordiall water , bur ſuch 
was the powerfull operation thereof, that the very next morning , Ke- 
ſtapnone was found to bee dead in his bed, When his death was vnder- 
ſtoode by Fo/co, Hugnetto, and their VWiues, and not knowing how-hee 
came to bee thus empoyſoned (becauſe their Siſter ſ*cmed to bemoane 
his ſodaine death, with as apparant ſhewes of mourning, as they could 
Dd 3 poſſt- 
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poſſibly expreſſe) they buricd him very honourably, and ſo all{uſpition 
ceaſed, Cc g 

Bur as Fortune is infinite in her fagarics, neuer acting dilaſter ſo cloſe- 
ly,but as cunningly diſcouercth it againe: ſo itcame to paſſc,that within 
a few dayes following, the Grecian Woman that had delivered the poy- 
ſon to Ninerra, for ſuch another deede of damnation, was: apptchended 
cuen in the ation. And being put vpon the tortures, among many other 
horrid villanies by her committed, ſhe confeſſed the empoyloning of Xe- 
fternone,and cuery particle thereto appertaining. Whercupon, the Duke 
of Candice, without any noyſe or publicztion, ſcrting a ſtrong guard (in 
the night time)about the honſe of Folco,where Nenettathen was lodged; 
there ſodainly they ſeized on her, & vpon examination, 1n maintenance 
of her deſperate reuenge, voluntarily confcfſed the fa, and what clſe 
concerned the occaſion of his death, by the wrongs which he had offe- 
red het. 

Folco and Hugnetto ynderſtanding ſecretly, both from the Duke,and 9- 
ther intimate friends, what was the reaſon of Nzzettaes apprehenſiun, 
which was nota little diſpleafing to them, labored by all their b:{t paines 
and endeauour,to worke ſuch meancs with the Duke, that her life mighr 
not perith by fire, although ſhe had molt iuſtly deſerued it; but all theyr 
attempts proucd tono effec, becauſe the Duke had concladedto execute 
juſtice. | 

Heere you are to obſerue, that Magaalenz (becing a very beautifull 
Woman, yong,and in the choiſeſt lower of her time: )had often before 
bene ſolicited by rhe Duke, toentertaine his loue and kindnefle: where- 
to by no meanes ſhe would liſten or gine conſent. And being now molt 
cearn'{tly importuned by her for the ſafctic of her Siſters life, ſhee rooke 
hold on this her dayly ſuite to him,and 1a priuate told her,that if ſhe was 
{0 deſirous of Nezetraes lite : it lay in het power to obtain it, by granting 
him the fruition of her loue.She apparantly percceiuing that Azrerra was 
not likely toliue, but by the proſtitution of her chaſte honour,which ſhe 
preterred before the loſle of herowne litc,or her liſters,concluded, to let 
her dye, rather then run into any fuch diſgrace. Bur hauing an excellent 
102cntous wit, quicke,and apprehenſiuc in perillous occaſtons,the inten- 
ded now to makea triall of ouerreaching the laſciuious Duke in his wans 
ton-purpoſe,and yerto be aſlured of her fiſters life, without any blemiſh 
to her reputation, 


Soliciting him ſtill as ſhee was wont to doe, this promiſe paſſed from 


 herto him, that when Nzzetta was delivered out of priſon, and in faferie 


ar home 1n her houſe : hee ſhould reſort thither in ſome queint diſguiſe, 
and enioy his long expected defire ; but vnrill then ſhe would not yeeld, 
yo vi»lent was the Duke in the proſecution of his purpoſe, that vader co- 
our of alteringthe manner of N7zetraes death, nor fuffering her to bee 
conſumed by Tre butto be drowned, according to a cuſtome obſcrued 
thcrelong time, and at the importuniry of her Siſter Magdalenz, in the 
ſtill flence of thenight, nets was conueyed intoa ſacke, and ſent in 

that 
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chat manoertothe Houſe of Folee, the Duke following ſoone after, to 
challenge her promile, | 


Magdalena, hauingacquaintedher Husband with her vertuous inten 
tion, tor ung her/\Siſters life, -and diſappointing the Duke in his 
wicked delare. z' wasas contrary to'her-true meaning inthis caſe, as Ns 
nette had formerly beene aducrſe troReflagnine, dnely being over-raled 
likewiſe by icaloufie, and pertwadedimhisraſhopinion, that the Duke 
had already-difhonouted:Magda/enr;: otherwiſe, he would nothaue delis 
uered Ninetts/outot: priſon; | Mad fury gaue further fireto thisynmanly 
perſwaſion, and fidthing will now quench ris violent flame; but the lite 
of poore Magdalena, ſuddenly [acrificed in the refcuc of herSiſter, ſuch 
a diucl]isanger, when the vnderſtandings brighe &ye is thereby: abuſed. 
No credit might bee giuen to her womanly proreſtartions, or any thing 
ſeeme to alter hus bloody purpoſe ; but, hauiog flaine Adagdalens with his 
Poniard, (notwnhſtatding her teares:and humble emrearies) he ranne in 
haſt co Ninertaes Chamber, ſhe not dreaming on aby ſuchdeſperare acci- 
dent,and to her he vſed theſe diſſembling ſpeeches. 

- Siſter (quath' he) my wife hath aduiſed, that I ſhould ſpeedily conuey 
you hence,as fearing the revewing of the Dukes fury, and your falling a- 
painc into the hands of Tuſtice : I|haue.a'Barke readily prepared for you, 
and your life bcing lecured, itis all that ſhe andI doe moſt deſire, Nemerts 
being fearefull, and no way diſtruſting wha he had ſaide , in thankfull al- 
lowance of her Siſters cate, and curteous render of his ſo ready ſeruice; 
departed thence preſently with him, \not taking any farewell of her other 
Siſter and her Husband, - Tothe Scea-ſhote they came, very weakely pro- 
uided of monies to detray their charges, and getting aboard the Barke, 
dircted their courſe themſelues knew not whether, 

The amoron$ Duke in his diſguiſe, hauing long daunced attendance 
at Folcoes doore, and no admittance of: his entrance , angerly returned 
backe to his Court, proteſting ſcuere revenge on Magdalens, if ſhe gaue 
him not the better ſatisfaction, to cleare her from thus baſely abuſing 
him. Onthe morrow motning, when Magdalena was found murthered 
in her Chamber, andtidings thereof carried tothe Duke , preſent ſearch 
was made for the bloody off:ador, but Fo/co being fled and gone with 
Ninetta ; ſome there were, who bearing deadly hatred toHwgnerto,incen- 
{ed rhe Duke againſt him and his wife, as ſuppoſing them to beguilty of 
Magdalenats death. He bcing thereto very eaſily perſwaded, in regard 
ot his immoderate loue to the ſlaine Gentlewomanzwent himſelfe in per- 
ſon (attended on by his Guard) to Hugncrroes Houſe, where both he and 
his wife were ſeizcd as priſoners. 

Theſenewes were very ſtrangeto them, and their impriſonment as 
vn welcome;and alchough they weretruly inocent, either in knowledge 
of the horrid fa&,orthe departure of Folco with Nynetra ; yet being vna- 
blero endure the tortures extremity, they made themſelues m_ le by 
confeſſion, and that they had a hand with Folco in the murder of Magds- 
tena. Vpon this their forced confeſſion, and ſentence of death _— 

ce 
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ced on thern by the. Duke himſclfe ; betore the day appointed for theit 
publike execution, by great ſummes of money, which they had cloſely 
hid in their Houſe, to ferue whed any vrgenr/extremitie ſhould happen 
ro them z they corrupted their keepers, . and b*fore any intelligence could 
be had ofthcir flight, they eſcaped by Sea torRimdes,wherethey lived af- 
terward in great diſtreſſe and 1miſery; The iuſtwengeanceot Heaven fo}. 
lowed after Folco and Niuetta, he for murtheringhis honeſt wife, and ſhe 
for poyſoning her offending Husband :  forbeing beatena long while on 
the Seas,by tempeſtuous ſtormesand weathergand not admitted {anding 
in any Port or crecke;; they weretriacn backe onthe Coaſt of Cazdiea; 
eaine, where bcing apprehended; and brought to'the: City betore the 
Duke, they conf: fled: rheirſeuerall: notorious offences, and endedtheis 
loathed liues in one fite together,” 5 Necthr, jnaen ge V1 
Thusthcidle and looſe loue of. Reffagnone, with the franticke rage and 
icalouſic of Nenettz and Folco, ouerturned alſtheir long continucd happV 
neſſe,and threw a diſaſtrougencng'bn them. all.-. RY 12 3 


Gerbino, contrary to the former plighted faith of his Grand. father,"King Gu- 
lielmo, fouzht with a Ship at Sea, belonoing to the King of T hunis,ro take 
avay bis Daughter, who was then in the ſame Ship. Shee deing flaine' by 
them that had the poſſeſ5ion of hey, he likewiſe ſlew them ., and afterward 
had his owne head ſmutten offs” *' | [£1 

The fourth Nouell. 

In commenaatien of Inſtice betweent 'Princes, and declaring withall, that gei- 
ther feare, dangers, nor death it ſelfe, can any way dannt atrue and loyal 
LOUCY, 
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M Adam Lauretta hauing concluded her Nouel,and the company com- 


plaining on Iouers misfortunes, ſome blaming *he angry andiiet- 
lous 
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lous fury of Viz-its, and euery one delivering their ſeyera)l opinions ; 
the King,as awaking out of a paſlionare perplexity, exalted hislookes, 
oiuing 2 figne ro Madame Elzſz, that ſhce ſhould follow nextin order, 
wherero ſhe obeying,began in this manner. I haue heard (Gracious La- 
dies, quorh ſhe) of many people, who are verily perſwaded, that Loues 
arrowes, neuer wound any body, bm onely by the eyes lookes and 227Cs, 
mocking and ſcorning ſuchas maintainethat men may fall in loue by bca- 
ring onely. Whezein (belceue me) they axe greatly deceived, as will 
appeare by a Noue)l which I mult now relate ynte you, and wherein you 

all plainely perceive, thatnot onely tame or report is as preuailing as 
fight ; but alſo hath conducted diners, toa wretched and miſerable ending 
of theirliues, 

Gulielmo the {econd, King of Scztie, according as the Sreelian Chron. 
cles record, bad two children, the one a {onne, named Dor Rogers, and 
the other a daughter,called Madame Conſtance, Thelſaide Regero diced be- 
forc his Father, leauing a ſonne behind him, named Gerbine, who, with 
much care and coſt, was brought vp by his Grand-father,: provingtobe n 
very goodly Prince, and wonderouflyeficemed for hisgreat valour and 
humanity. His fame could aot containe it ſelfe, withinthe bounds or li- 
mits of $ci/ie onely, but being publiſhed very prodigally,in many parts 
of the world beſide, flouriſhed with no mcane commendations through- 
out all Barbarie, which in thoſe dayes was tributary to the King of Sicelze. 
Among other perſons, deſcruing moſt to be reſpeted, the renowned 
vertucs, and aftability of this gallant Prince Gerb1no, was vnderſtood by 
the beautious Daughter tothe King of Tw/s, who by luch as had ſeene 
her, was reputed to be one of the rareſt creatures, the beſt conditioned, 
and of the trueſt noble ſpirit,that cuer Nature framed in her very choiceſt 
pride of Art. 

Of famous, vertuous, and worthy men, it was continually her chee- 
feſt delight to heare, andthe admarcdactions of valiant Gerb4no, reported 
tro herby many (ingular diſcourſers: ſuch ascould beſt deſcribe him, with 
languaze anſwerable to his duc deſeruings, won ſuch honourable cneer- 
tainment in her vadcrſtanding ſoule, that they were moſt affeionately 
pleaſingto her,and.in recapitulating (ouer and oner againe) his manifoid 
and heroycall perfeCtions ; meere ſpeech made herextreamely amorous 
of him, nor willingly would ſhe lend an care to any other diſcourſe, bur 
that which t:nded to his honour and aduancement, - Y 

Onthe other fide, the fame of her incomparable beauty, with additi- 
on of her other infinite ſingularities befide z asthe World had giuen eare 
to innumber]c{le places, ſo Szcuze cameatlengeh acquainted therewith, 
inſuch lowing manner, as was truly an{werable to her merit. Norflſee- 
med this as a bare babling rumour, in the Princcly hearing of royall Ger- 
bins; but was embraced with ſuch areall apprehenſion, and the entire 
probation of a true vnderſtanding : that he was noleſſe enflamed with 
noble affection towards her, then ſhe expreſſed the like in vertuous opi- 


nion of him, Wherefore,awaiting ſuch conuenient opportunity,when * 
he 
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he might cntreat licenſe of his Grand-facther, for his owne going to Thu- 


. nis, vnder colour of ſome honourable occztion, for the carncſt defire he 


hadto ſee her : he gaue charge to ſome of his eſpeciall friends (whoſe af- 
faites required their preſence in choſe parts) to let the Princefle vnder. 
ſtand, in ſuch ſecret manner as beſt rhey could deniſe, what noble affeRi- 
og he bare vnto her, deuoting himſelfe onely to her ſervice, 

One of his choſen friends thus put in truſt, being a Teweller, a man of 
ſingular diſcretion, and often reſorting to Ladies for fight of his Tewels, 
winning like admittance to the Princeſſe : related ar large vnto her, the 
honourable affeion of Gerbino, with full render of his perſon to her ſer 
vice, and that ſhe onely was to diſpoſe of him. Both rhe meſſage and the 
meſſenger, were moſt graciouſly welcome ro her, and flaming inthe ſelfe- 
fame afc&ionrowards him - as a teſtrmony hereof, one of the very choi- 
{eſt [ewels which ſhe bought of him, ſhe ſent by him rothe Prince Ger- 
bins, it being receiued by him with ſuch toy and contentment,as nothing 
in the world could be more pleaſing to him. Sothatafrerward,by the rru- 
ſty carriage of this leweller, many Letters and Loue-tokens pafled be- 
tweene them,cach being as highly pleaſed withthis poore, yer happy kind 
of entercourle,as it they had ſeene and conuerſed with one anorher, 

Marters proceeding on in this manner, and continuing longer then 
their louc-ſicke paſſions cafily could permit, yet neither being ablero finde 
out any other meanes of helpe ; ir fortuned that the King of Thenzs pro- 
miſed his daughtcr in marriage to the King of Gra»aaa, whereat ſhe grew 
exceedingly forrowfull, perceiuing, that not onely ſhe ſhould be ſent fur- 
ther off, by a large diſtance of way from her friend, buralſo be depriued 
vtecrly, of all hope euer toenioy him. And if ſhe could haue deuiſedany 
meanes, either by ſecret flight from her Father, or any way elſe to further 
hcr intention, ſhe would haue aduentured it tor the Princes fake. Grybrno 
in Ike maner hearing of this purpoſed marriage, lived ina hell of torments 
conſulting oftentimes with his ſoule, how he might be pcſſceſſed of her 
by power,when ſhe ſhould be ſent by Sea to her husband,or priuate ſtea- 
ing hcr away from her Fathers Court betore : with theſe and infinite 0- 
ther thoughts,was he inceſſantly affli&ed,borhday and night, 

By ſome vnhappy accident or other, the King of Thuxzs heard of this 
their ſecret loue, as alſo of Gerbznoes purpoled policy to ſurprize her, and 
how likely he was to <ftc&it, inregard of his manly v:lour, and ſtore of 
{tour friends roaſsiſt him, Hereupon, wheathe time was come, that he 
would conucy his daughter thence to her marriage,and fearing ro be pre- 
vented by Gerbx0 : he ſentro the King of Sicrlie,to let him vnderſtand his 
derermination,crauing ſafe condu from him, withour impeachment of 
Gerb1no, orany one elle, vntill ſuch time ashis intent was accompliſhed. 
King G«/:e/70 being aged, and nener acquainted with the aff-ionate pro- 
ccedings of Gerbrno, nor any doubrfull reaſon to v rpe this ſecurity trom 
him, in acaſe conuenicnt to be granted : yeelded the ſooner thereto right 


willingly,and as a {ignall of his honourable mcaning, he ſent him his royall 
Gloue, with a full confirmation for his ſafe conduct. 


No 
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No ſooner were thefc Princely aſſurances receiued, but a goodly ſhip 
was prepared ia tne Port of Carthagena, well furniſhed with all chinges 
thereto belonging, tor the ſending his daughter tothe King of Granads; 
waiting for nothing clſe but beſt tauouring windes. The young Princeſle, 
who vnderſtood and ſaw all this great preparation ; ſecretly ſent a ſeruant 
of hers to Palermo,giuing him efſpeciall charge, on her behalfe, ro ſalute 
the Prince Ger62x0, and to tell him withall, chat (within few dayes) ſhe 
muſt be tranſported to Granada. And now opportunity gaue faire and 
free meanes. to let the world know, whether he were a man of that mag- 
nanimous ſpirit, or no, as generall opinion had formerly conceiued of 
him, and whether he aff-cted her ſo firmely, as by many cloſe meſſages 
he had aſſured her. He who had the charge of this embaſhe, cffeRually 

crformedir, and then returned backe to Thurs, 

The Prince Gerb/#0, hauing heard this meſſage from his divine Mi- 
ſtreſle, and knowing alſo, that the King his Grand. father, had paſt his ſafe 
conduct to the King of Thenzs, for peaceable paſſage through his Seas : 
was at his wits end, in this vrgent neceflicy, what might beſt bee done. 


Notwithſtanding, moued by the ſetled conſtancy of his plighted Loue, 


and the ſpeeches deliuercd to him by the meſſenger from the Princefſe : 
to ſhew himſelfea man endued with courage, he departed thence vnto 
Meſ5ina, where he made ready two ſpeedy gallies, and fitting them with 
men of valiant diſpoſition, ſer away to Sarazgnza,as making full account, 
that the Ship which carried the Princefle, muſt come a long that Coaſt. 
Nor was his expeRation therein decciued * for, within few dayes after, 
the Ship(not ouer-ſwiftly wind<d) come ſailing neere to the place where 
they attended for her arriuall ; whereof Gerbmo hadno ſooncr gotteh a 
ſight, butto animatethe reſolutes which were in his company, thus he 
ſpake. 

a Gentlemen, if yoube thoſe men of vyalour, as heretofore you haue 
bene reputed, Tam perſwaded, that there are ſome among you, who 
either formerly have, or now inſtantly do feele, the all-commanding po- 
wer of Loue, without which (as T thinke) there is not any morrall man, 
thatcan hine any goodneſle or virtue dwelling in him. Wheretore, it 
eycr you haue bene amorouſly afteted, or preſently haue any apprehen- 
{ton thereof, you ſhall the more eaſily iudge of what [ now aime at. True 
itis, that I doloue, and louec hath guided me to b2 comforted, and man- 
fully afliſted by you, becauſe in yonder Ship,which you ſee commeth on 
ſo gently vndet faite /enenas if ſhe off-red her ſelfe to be our prize) not 
onely is the Tewell which I moſt cſteeme, © butalſo mighty and vaualewa- 
ble treaſure, ro be wonne without any difficult labour,or hazard of a dan« 
gerous fight, you b:ing men of ſuch vadauntable courage. Inthe honour 
of which victory, Icouer not any part or pateell, but onely a Ladie, for 
whoſc ſake I have vndertaken theſe Armits,and frecly giue youall the ref 
cantained inthe Ship. Let vs (er on them, Gentlemen, and my dcereſt 

friends ; couragioufly let vs aſſaile the ſhip, you ſee how the wind fauours 


vs,and (queſtionleſſe) in ſo good an ation, Fortune will not faile vs. ; 
Gerbino 
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Gerbino needed not to haue ſpoken ſo much, in p:r1wading them tg 
ſeize ſo rich a booty;becauſe the men of Me/+77a were natwally addifted 
to ſpoile and rapine : and before the Prince began bis Oration, they had 
concluded to make the ſhip their purchaſe, VVherefore,giuing a lowde 
ſhout, according to their Country manner, anc commanding their 
Trumpets to ſound cheartully, they rowed on a maine with their Oares, 
and (in meere deſpight)ſer yponthe ſhip. But before the Gallies could 
come neere her, they that had the charge and managing of her, percey- 
uing with what (| peede they made towards them,and no likely meanes of 
eſcaping from them, reſoluedly thcy ſtood vpon their beſt defence, for 
now it was no time to be ſlothfull. 

The Prince being come neere to the Ship, commanded that the Pa- 
trones ſhould come to ham, except they would adueniure the fight, 
When the Sarazines were thereof aduertiſedz and ynderſtood alſo what 
he demanded,they returned anſwer : That their motion and proceeding 
in thi- manner, was both againſt Law and plighred faith,which was pro- 
miſed by the King of Szc:{ze,for their ſate paſſage through the Sea, by no 
meancs to be molleſted or aſſailed. Inteltimony whercot, they ſhewed 
his Gloue, auouching moreouer, thar neither by force (or otherwiſe) 
they would yeelde, or deliver him any thing which they had aboo:de 
rhcir Ship. 

Gerbin eſpying his gracious Miſtreſſe on the-Ships decke, and ſhe ap- 
pearing to be farre more beautifull then Fame had made relation of her: 
being much more enflamed now,then formerly he had bin, rcplyed thus 
when they ſhewed the Gloue, We baue (quoth he) no Faulcon here 
now,to be humbled at the (1ght of your Glove : and therefore, if you will 
not dcliucrthe Ladyprepare your {clues for fight, for we muſt have hcr 
whetlicr you will orno. Hereupon,thcy began tolet flic{on both fides) 
their Darrs and arrowes, with ſtones {ent in violent fort irom their tlings, 
thus continuing the fight a long while,to very great harme on eithcr fide, 
Atthe length, Gerb4o perccuuing, that ſmall bencfit would redound to 
1m, it he did not vadertake ſome other kinde of courſe : he tooke a ſinall 
Pinnac”, which purpoſely he broughtwith him from Sardzgxza, and ſer» 
ting it on a flaming tire,conucyedit(bythe Gallics help)clole tothe ſhip. 
The Sarazines much amazcd therear, and cuidently perceiuing, that ci- 
ther they mult yecld or dye ; brought their Kings davghiter toche prow 
of the ſhip, molt grecuouſly wec ping and wringing her hands. Then cal- 
ling Gerbano,to let him beholdtheir refolution,gthere they flew hir before 
his tace,and afterward,throwing her body into the Sea,ſaide: Take her, 
there we giue hertothee, according to our bounden duty, and asthy 
pertury hath iuſtly deſcrued. | 

This f1g'it was nota little greeuovs to the Prince Gerbino, who mad- 
dd now with this their monſtrous cruelty, and not caring what became 
of his owae lite, hauing loſt her for whom he one] y defired to liue : nog 
dreading their Darts, Arrowes,flinged ſtones,or what violcrice cls they 


cou.d vic againſt him he leapt aboord their ſhip, in deſpight of all that 
durſt 


—_— 
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durlt refiſt him,behauing himfelte there likea hunger-ſtarued Lyon,when 
he enters among a heard of beaſts, tearing their carkaſſes in picces both 
with histecth and pawcs. Such was the extreme fury ofthis poore Prince, 
not ſparing thelite of any one, that durſt appeare in his preſence , ſothat 
what withehe blobdy flaushter, andviolence'of rhe frees ebcrcaling in 
the Ship z the Mariners got ſuch wealth as poſſibly they could ſauce, and 
{ſuffering the Seato ſwallow the reſt, Gerbz»o returned vnto his Gallies a- 
- gaine,nothingproud of this ſo il]-gotten viftory. 
Atterward, hauing recoucred the Princefle dead body out of the Sea, 
and enbalmed ic with {ghes and teares » he returned backe jnto Siczlie, 
where he cauſed it tobe moſt honourably buried,ina little Iſland, named 
3tica, face to face confronting Trapanum, The King of Thurs hearing 
theſe diſaſtrbus Newes, ſent his Ambaſſadors (habited in fad mourniog) 
to the aged King of Szc:/ze,complaining of his faith broken with him, and 
how the accident had falne out. Age being ſodainly incited to apger,and 
the King extreamly offended atthis iniury, ſeeing no way whercby to de- 
ny him iuſtice, yt being vrged ſo inſtantiy by the Ambaſſadors : cauſed 
Gerbinoto be apprehended, and he himſclfe (in regard that none of his 
Lords and Barons would thercin affilt him, but laboured todiuert him 
by their carncſt imporunity) pronounced the ſentence of death on the 
Prince,and commandedto haue himehe ed inhis preſcace; affeting 
ratacr,to dye without an eire,then to bEthought Ring voyde of iuſtice, 
So theſe two vnfortunate Lovers, nener emoyed the very leaſt bene- 
fire of their long wiſhed defites : ended both their liues in violent man- 
ner, 


The three Brethren to [{abella, flew 4 Gentleman that ſecretly loued her, His 
ehnſt appeared to her in her fleepe, and ſhewed her in what place they had 
buried his body. She(in ſilent manner)brought away bis head,ana putting it 
into a pot of earth,ſuch as Flowers, Baſfileg or her ſweete hearbes are wſu- 
ally ſet in , ſhe watered it (a long while) with her teares Wherefore her Bre- 

threa hauing intelligence, ſoone after ſhe dyed; with meere conceite of ſor - 

— | hg neſs 7 
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wherein is Mainly proued, that Loue cammit be yooted e,by any hamane pv- 
wer or proxidente ; aſpecially in ſuch a ſoute, where it hath bene really appre- 
hendea. FE): 1£5902c,,>Nahnz 271018373307 Fig 


H E Novellof Madame Z1iz« being finiſhed, and fome-what com+ 
mended bythe King;in regard ofthe Tragicall conclufion g Ph:lome- 

»e was enioyned to proceede next with her diſcourſe, | She being ouer« 
come with much compaſſion, tor the tiard Fortunes of:Noble Gerb1no, 
and his beautifull Princeſſe;after an extreameand vehement fighc, thus 
ſhe ſpike; My Tale(wontby Ladics)ertendeth not to perſobs of fo bigti 
birch or quality,as they were of whom:MadameE/izagaue yourelation : 
Ee $5 
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ct (peraduenture) ir may proue to be no leſſe pirritull. Andnow | xe- 
_ my felfe, Meſ5ina ſo lately ſpoken of, 15 the place where this ac- 


cident alſo happencd. 


- —_— 
=_- 


mmm _ E— - WW 
A SRIIIASS 
F UWWSACADNSNI LL 
b, 

In Meſiina there dwelt three young men, Brethren, and Merchants by 
their common profeſſhon,who becomming very rich by the death of their 
Father, liued in very good fame and repute. Their Father was of Sz 
Gem2nawo, and they had a Siſter named J/abel/a, young, beautifull, and 
well conditioned ; who v pon ſome-occalton, as yet remained ynmarried. 
A proper youth, being a Gentleman borne in Pſa, and named Lorenzo, 
as a rruſty faor or ſeruant, had the managing of the brethrens bulineſſe 
and affaires, This Cozea=o being of comely priſonage, affable, andex- 
cellentin his bekautour, grew ſo gracious inthe eyes of //abe{/a, that the 
aftoorded him many very reſpectiue lookes, yea, kindneſſes of no com- 
mon quality. Vhich Lorenzo taking notice of, and obſcruing by degrees 
tiomrime to time, gauc oucrall other beauties inthe City, which might 
#urec any affection from him, ahd-oncly fixed his heart on her,ſo that rheit 
loue grewto a mutuall embracing, borh equally reſpeRivg one another, 
and entertaining kindneſſes,as occaſion gaue leaue, BITE 

Long time continuedthis amorous league of loue, yer not ſo cunning» 
ly conceited;but arthe lengrh;the ſecret mecring of Lorenxzoand 1/46271s, 
to eale their:poore foules of Louts oppreſlions,” was diſcovered by the 

clde(t of the Brethren, vaknowne tothem who werethus betrayed; He 
veinga man of greatdiſcretion, althoughthis fight was highly diſplealing 
__ tOhim: yet notwithſtanding, he kept it to himlelte rill the next morning» 
laboiting his braine what migbe:b( bedone in fovrgent acaſe. Wheil 
day was come, be relorted to his'dther Brethien; and told rhem wal a 
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had ſcenc inthe time paſt, berweene their liſter and Lorenzy., 
Many deliberations paſſed on in this cafe; bur after all, thus they con- 
cluded together, to let it proceede on with patient ſupportance, thatno 
ſcandall might cnfueto them, or their Siſter, no euill ae being . (as yet) 
commirecd. : And lecming, as if they knew not of their loue, had a wary 
eye ſtil] vpon her ſecret walkes,awaiting for ſome conuenient time,when 
without their owne preiuice, or Iebelies knowledge, they might ſafely 
breake offthis their ſtole loue, which was altogether againſt their liking. 
So, ſhewing no worſe countenance to Lorenzo, then formerly they had 
donc, but imploying and conuerling with him in kinde manner, it fortu- 
ned,that riding (all three) to recreate themſelues our of the City, they 
rooke Loren intheir company, and when they were come to a ſolirarte 
place, ſuch as beſt ſuited with their vile purpoſe : they ran ſodainly vpon 
Lerenzo,{lew him,andatterward enterred his body, where hardly it could 
be diſcoucred by any one. Then they returned backe to Meſsina,and gauc 
it forth (asa credible report) that they had ſent him abroad about their 
affaires, as formerly they were wont to do : which cuery one verily belec» 
uced, becauſe they knzw no reaſon why they ſhould conceire any other- 
wilc. 
1/abelfa, living in expeRation of his returne, and perceiving his ſtay 
fo her was ſo off:nftue long : made many demands to her Brethren, in- 
to what parts they had ſcat him, that his tarrying was ſo quitc from all 
wontcd courſe, Such was her importunante ſpecches tothem,that they 
raking it very diſcomentedly, one of them returned her this frowning an- 
ſwer. Whartis your meaning Siſtef, by ſo many queſtionings after Zo- 
rexuFo ? What vrgent affaires haue you with him, that makes you ſo im- 
patient vpon his abſence * If hereafter you rake any more demands for 
him, we ſhill ſhape you ſuch areply, as will be bur lictle to your liking. 
Ar theſe harſh-words, //abella tell into abundance of reares,where-among 
ſhe mingled many {ighes and groanes, ſuch as were able to onerthrow a 
fure ſtronger conſtitution : ſo that,being full of feare and diſmay, yet no 
way diltruſting her brcthrens cruelldeede ; ſhe durſt not queſtion any 
more after him. 20-0 L162: 2443 204 
In the lileace of datke night, as ſhe lay afflitcd in her bed, - oftentimes 


would ſhe call for Lorenzo,cntreating his ſpeedy returning to her : And-- 


theo againe, as if he had bene preſent with her, ſhecheckt and reproued 


han for his to long abſence. One night amongſt the reſt, ſhe-being gro- = 


wcn almoſt hop:leſſe, of cuer ſecing himag aine, having a long while 
wept and grecupuſly lamented ; her fenſes and faculties veterly ſpent and 
tired, that {he could not viter any more complaints, ſhe fell into a trance 
or flecpe ; and dreamed, that the ghoſt of Lorenzo appeared vato her, in 
rorneand vnbe*futing garments, his lookes pale, meager, and ſtaring : and 
(as ſhethought) thus ſpake co her, My deere loue 1/beliz, rhou doſt no- 
thing bug tormentthy (elfc,with calling on me,accuſing me for oucrlo 
tarrying from thee : [am come therefore to lexthee know,that thou can 
not eniay my company any marks becaule the very ſame day when yu 
C3 [ 
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ou ſawelt brethren moſt bloodily murthered me. And acquain- 
_ her furor Hear wherc they had buricd his mangled body : hee 
ſtrialy charged her,norto call him ar any time akterward, 'and fo vanih- 
edaway. | SO © rh 
The young Damoſell awaking, and giving ſome credice to her Viſion, 
ſighed and wept exceedingly ; and after ſhe was riſen in the Morning, not 
darivg to ſay any thing to her brethren, ſhe reſolutely determined, to go 
ſcethe place formerly appointed her, onely to maketriall, if that which 
ſhe ſeemed to ſee in her ſleepeſhould carry any likely-hood oftruth, Ha- 
uing obtained fauour of her brethren, to ride adayes journey from the 
City, in company of her truſty Nurſe, who long time hadattended on 
her inthe houſe,and knew the ſecret paſſages of her Joue + they rode di- 
rectly to the defigned place, which being couered with ſome ſtore of dri- 
ed leaucs, and more dceply {unke then any other part of the ground ther- 
abour,they digged not farre, but they found the body of murthered Z-- 
renzo, as yet very little corrupted or impaired, and then perccijued che 
truth of her viſton. | 
Wiſcdome and gouernment ſo much prevailed with her, asto inſtru 
her ſoule,that her reares ſpent there, were meerley fruitcleſte and invaine, 
neither did the time requireany long tarrying there, © Gladly would ſhe 
haue carricd the whole body with her, ſecretly to beſtow honourable en- 
terment on ir,but it exccededrhe compaſle of her ability. Wherefore,int 
regard ſhe could not hage all, yet ſhe would be poſſeſſed of apart,and ha- 
ving brought a keene razor with her, by helpeof the Nurſe, ſhe diuided' 
the head from the body,and wrapped it vp ina Napkin, which the Niitfe 
conueyed into her Jap,and then laide the body in the ground agzine. Thus 
being vadiſcouered by any, they departed thence, and arriued at home in! 
conuenienttime, whcre being alone by themſ{lues inthe Chamber : ſhe 
waſhed the head oucr and oucr with her teares, and beſtowed infinite kiſ- 
ſes ehereon, ” 
Not Jong after, the Nurſe having brought her alaree earthen pot, 
f uch as we yferoſer Baſile, Maricrom, Flowers, or other ſweet hearbes 
'n, and ſhrouding the head in afilken Scarte, put ir into the por, covering 
l: with carth, and planting divers roores of excellent Baſile therein ice 
ſhe neuer warered, but either with herteares, Roſe water, or water difti]-/ 
ledfrom the Flowers of Oranges. This pot ſhe-vſed continually to firte* 
by,cither in her chamber,or any where elſe : for ſhe carried it 2[waics with! 
her, fighing 2nd breathing'foorth ſad complaints thereto, eucn' as if they” 
had beene vttered to her Lorenzo, andday by day this was het contintiaſf 
exerciſe, rothe no meancadmiration of her bretheren, and' many orhier 
tricnds that beheld her. 2 FY '' ba « "S110 
So long {he held on in this mourning manner,that, what by the cont?: 
nuall watering of the Bafile, aud purrifaQion of the head, ſo buried intfis 
por of carthi; ir grew very flouriſhing, and moſt odoriffer6iis'o ſuch as 
(cented it, thatas no other Baſile could poſſibly yeeld ſo ſweete 'a fauony? 
The neighboprs noting this behaujour in her, obſeruing the Toto cont: 


nuance 
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nvance thereof, how much her brighe beauty was defaced; an the eycs 
{unke into her head by inceſſant weeping, made many kindeand friendly 


morions,to vnderſtand the reaſon of her ſo violent oppreflions; but could- 
not by any meanes preuaile with her, or win any diſcouery by her Nutle; 


ſo taithfuli was ſhe in ſecrecieto her. Her brethren alſo waxed wearie of 
\ thiscarriagein her, and having very often reproned her for it, without a- 
ny other alteration'in her z at length, rhey cloſely ſtole away the potre of 


Baſile from her, for which ſhe made infinite wotull lamentatiohs,carneft- 
ly entreating to haue it reſtored againe, auouchingtharſheould not live 


without it. -— =: 7 S 
gaine, ſhe fell into an cx- 


Perceiuirigthat ſhe could not hauethe pot a | 
treame (ickneſle, occafioned onely by her ceaſeldſe weeping \Yand neuer 
vrged ſhe to haue any thing;but the reſtoring of her Baſile por.) Her bre- 
thren grew greatly amazed thereat, becauſe ſhe neaer called for ought 
elſc beſide ; and thereupon were very deſirous toranſacke the,por to the 
very bottome. Haning emptied out all the earth, they forindthe Scarſe 
of tilke, wherein the head of Lorenzo was wrapped, which was (as yet) 
not ſo muchconſumed,but by the lockes of haire, they knewit to be Zo- 
renzoes head, whereat they became confounded with amazemgnr. 

Fearing leaſt their offence might come to open publicarion, they bu- 
ried it very ſecretly , and, before anyTould take notice thereof, they de- 
parted from Meſ5ina,and went to dweltin Nep/cs, 1/abela crying and cal- 
ling till for her por of Baſile, being vnable to give oucr moutning, dyed 
within a few dayes aftet. Thus haue you heard the hard fate of poore Lo- 
renz0 and his 1/abelſs. Within nolong while after, when this accident 
came to be publikely knowne, an excellent ditty was compoled thereof 


beginning thus, 


Crucll aud unkinde was the Chriſtian, 
That robd me of my Baſiles bliſſt,c+c. 


A beautifull young Virgine, named Andxeana, became enamoured of a young 
_ Gentleman called Gabriello.[n conference t ether, ſhe declared a dreame of 
hers to him, and he another of hts to her , whereupon Gabricllo fel downe 
ſodainly dead in her armes. She,and her Chamber-maide were apprenhen. 
ded, by the Officers belonging to the Seigneury, as they were carrying Ga- 
bricllo,to /ay him before his owne doore. The Poteſtate offer ing violence to 
the Virgin, and ſhe reſiſting him vertuouſly : it came to the underſtanding 
of her Father, who approned the innocence of his daughter, and compaſſed 
her delinerance.But ſhe afterward, being weary of all worldly felicities, ent 
tred into Religion,and became a Nun, 
The {ixth Nouell, | 
Deſcribing the admirable accidents of Fortuze; and the mighty prenailing po- 
wer of Lowe, | | 


T H E Novell which Madam Philomens had ſograciouſly related,was 
highly pleaſing vato the other Lacks ; wo they had mo 
e 3 car 


's 


: The Fourth Day, 

— 2 =p hat occaſio, 
heard the Song, without knowing who mace it, . or Vpon W; calion 
in acoiagaſet, But whenthe Kiag ſaw chat the Tale was ended : he 
commanded Pamphilus,thas ho ſhouldtollow in his duc courſe.: whereup-. 
on he ſpake'thys, | f 1 101 
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The dreamealready recounted inthe laſt Novell, doth miniſter mat- 
terto-me, to tnak< report of another Tale, wherein mention is made of 
ewoſeucrall dreames ; which diuined as well what wasto eniue, :$s the 0- 
ther did what had hapned before; And no ſooner were they finiſhed in 
the relation, by both thepartics which had formerly dreampt them, bur 
the cffcRs of both 25 ſoddain]y followed. 

Worthy Ladies, amſure it is not vaſknowne to you, that it is,and hath 
bene 2 generall paſſion, to all men and women living, to fce divers and 
ſundry things while they are {leeping. And although(to the ſleeper) rhe y 
ſecme moſt cerraine, fo that when he awaketh, he iudgerhthe rrueth of 
fome, thelikelyhood of others, and ſome beyond all poſſiviliry of ruth : 
yet notwithſtanding, many dreames have bene obſerucdto happen, and 
very ſtrangely haue come to paſſe. And this hath bene a grounded rea- 
ſon for ſome men, to giue asgreat creditto ſuch things as they ſee ſlre- 
ping,as they dorto others vſually waking. Sothar, according vnto their 
dreames, andas they make conſtruRion of them, that are ſadly diſtaſted, 
or merrily pleaſed,cuen as(by them) they either feare or hope. On the 
contrary, there are fome,who willnot credit any dreame wharfoeuer, vn- 
tillrhey be falneinto the very ſame danger which formerly they ſaw, and 
moſt cuidently in their fleepe. 

| meane not tocommend cirher the one or other, becauſe they do npt 
aUwayes fallout to bewiie; ncithet arc they aralltimeslyars. ' Now, that 


they 


—__ 


—_— — — CM. 


gouerned by Phileſtratus. -* M&'s 


they proue-not all tobe true,we can beſt reſtifie to our ſelues. And that. 
they-are not alwaycs lyars, hath already ſufficiently bene manifeſted; by | 

the Diſcourſe of Madame Phi/omena,. and as you ſhall perceive by mige 
owne,whichnextcommerh in ordes to ſalute you. Wherefore,1 am of 

this opinionthat af i hl of good life, and performing honeſt aRions;; 
nodreame is © be teared preſaging the FRY ACT fe Rage WArks, 
any way to be hindrediby them, Likewiſc,in matters of bad and wicked | 
quality, al;bough our dreames TAY APcare fauouabletg vs, and uz yi- 

100s flatter vs with proſperous ſuccelle: yet let vs give ng eredence vnto 
the beſt,nox addi our minds to.them of contrary Natusce» And now,we. 
willproceed toour Nopell, _. - ; HP05 Geri 

In the.GCitie of Breſcz4,there lived formtime a Gentleman, named Mel 
fer Negroda Ponte Carero,who(among many other children)had adaugh- 
ter called 4»dreena, yang,and beaurifullbut as yet vynmarucd, It torzu;. 
ned, that thee fell in lope with a Neighbour; named Gabryclla;; ; comely, 
young Genileman, of affable complexion, and graciouſly ebb rfu ii 
Which loue'was (wich like kindenefſe) welcommed and entertained by, 
him , and by the furtherance of her. Chamber-maide, it was ſocunningly 
carricd, thatin the Garden belonging to Audreqzaes Father, ſhe had mar 
ny meetings with her Gþrie/lo. Ang ſolemne yowes being mutually pal: 
{ed berweene them,that nothing bur death couldaalter their affeRion; by 
fuch ceremonious woxds as ate vitd,in marriage,they maried themſclues 
ſecretly together, andcontinued their ſtolne ghaſte pleaſures with cquall 
contentment to them þoth. 7 
It cameto paſle, that 4-dreaxa (leeping in her bed, dreamed,that ſhce 

met with Gaþrie{/o. in the Garden, where they both embracing louingly 
together, ſhe ſeemed to.{ee a thing blacke and terrible, which ſodainely 
iſfued forth of his body, but the ſhape therof ſhe could not comprehends 
It rudely ſeized vpon Gabrie/lo,8&indelpight of her ytrmoſt ſtrength,with 
Incredible force) ſnatched him our of her armes, and finking with him 
nto the earth, they neyer a ſce oneanother. Whereupon, over- 
come With extremity. of grecte and ſorray,preſenily ſhe awaked,being 


then nor little joyfull, that ſhe found no ſuch maater as ſhe feared, pc 
continued very doubtfullof her dreame. In regard whereof,Gabrielle be- 
ing defirous to vidite her the night following: he ﬀabourge; yery diligent- 
ly to hinder his comming to her; yet knowing his loyall affc&ion toward 
her and fcaring leaſt he thould grow ſuſpirigusof ſome other matter,ſhe a 
welcommed him inzQ the Garden, where of ae both white and Da; 
maske Roſes (according to the nature of the calon) A Oy they 1a (= 

downe byavety gobdly Fountaine, which ſtoode inthe middeft of rhe 


Garden. x ial J*,;1 1» the ws 
familiar Diſcourſe paſſing betweenethem, Gabriel{e 


After ſome ſmall : 1 
d-manded of her,vpon what occalian [hee denyed his comming thither- 


the night before,and by ſuch a ſodaine vnexpeCted admonition? Andres 
«4 told him, that it was in regard; of a hotxid Dreame, wherewith her 
foule was perplexed the precedent; nights and doubt whay might cnſue 


thereon. 
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thereon. Gabriello hearing this, began to ſmile, afhrming to her, rhar i; 
was an eſpecial note of folly,to giue any credit to idle dreamesibecauſe 
(oftentimes) they are cauſed by exceſle of feeding, and continually are 
obſerued to be meere lyes. For (quoth he) if Thad any ſuperſtitious be 
leefe of Dreames, I ſhould not then: hatie come hither now :' yer nor {0 
mach as being diſmayed by your dreanie, but for another of mine owne;: 
which Tam the more willing to acquaint you withall, © 00 7 

Methought, I was in a goodly delightfull Forreſt, in the Noble exer+ 
cife of ſportfull humting, and became there pofſeſſed of a young Hinde,' 
the verie louelieſt and moſt pleaſing beaſt that was euer ſeene. It ſee-' 
med tobe as white as ſnow, and grew (in a ſhort while) ſo familiar withy 
me,that by no meanes it would forſake mee. I could not bur-accepr this 
rare kindnes in the beaſt, and fearing TeaſtT ſhowld looſe ir, I puta collar. 
of Gold about the necke thereof, and faſtned it into a chaine of Gold al- 
ſ>, whichthen Theld ſtrongly in my hand. The Hind aftet ward couched 
downe by me, laying his head mildely in my lap ; and on the ſodaine, a 
black Grey-hound bitch came ruſhing on vs(burt whence;or how,I could 
not imagine)ſceming halfe hunger-ſtaruced and very vgly to looke ypon, 
Ar me ſhe made her full carreere,without any power inme of refiſtance, 
and putting her mouth into the left ſide of my boſom, gripedir ſo main- 
ty with her tceth, that (me thought) [ felt my heart quite bitten through, 


and ſhe rugged on ſtill, to take it wholly away frommez by which ima- 


oined paine and anguiſh I felt, inſtantly I awaked. Laying then my hand 
vpon my fide,to know whether any ſuch harme had befalne me,or no, 
finding none,l ſiniled at mine owne folly,in making ſuch a frivolous and 
idle ſearch. What can be ſaid then intheſe or the like caſcs?Diuers cimes 
I Haue had as ill ſeeming dreames, yea,and much moreto be feared, yer 
neuer any thing hurtfull ro me, followed thereon ; and therefore I haue 
alwayes made the lefſe account of them. 

The young Maiden, who was ſtill diſmayed by her owne Dreame,be- 
came much more aftlited in her minde, when ſhee had heard this othet 
reported by Gabrzello: but yertto giue him no occaſion of diſtaſt, ſhe bare 
ir out in the beſt manner ſhe could deuiſe ro doe. And albeitthey ſpent 
the time in much pleaſing diſcourſe, maintained with infinite ſweete ki: 
ſes oneither {ide : yet was ſhe ſtill ſuſpirious, bur knew not whereof, fix- 
ing her eyes ofrentimes vpon his face, and throwing ſtrange lookes to all 
part of the Garden, to catch hold on any ſuch blacke vgly ſight, whereof 

had tormerly made deſcription to hey. As thus ſhe continued in theſe 
afflicting feares, it fortuned,that Gb7zello ſodainly breathing forth a very 
vehement fighe, and throwing his armes faſt about her,ſfaid : Ohclpeme 
deare Loue, orelfe I dye ; and, in ſpeaking the words, f:ll downe vpon 
the ground. Whichthe yong Damoſel perceiuving,and drawing him in- 
2h TPO FErIng ſaide : Alas ſweete Friend, What paine doeſt thou 
cele * | | [27 

| Gabrjello anſwered not one word, but being in an exceeding ſweate, 
without any ability of drawing breath,very ſoon attergaue vp the ghoſt. 

How 
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How greeuous this ſtrange accident was to poore Anarean, who loved 
him as deercly as her owne life: you that haue felt loues tormenting affli- 
Rions, can more ca(ily conceive, then I relite. Wiringing her hands,and 
weeping inceſſ:ntly,calling him, rubbing his rewples, and vſing all like- ; 
ly meanes to reduce life:he found all her labour to be ſpent in vaine,be- 
cauſe he was ſtarke cead indeed, 8 eucry part of his body as cold av'ice: 
whereupon,ſhe was in fuch wotull extremity, that ſhe knew nor whatto 
do,or ſay. All about the Garden lhe went weeping,in infinite feares and 
diſtraftion in ſoule,calling for her Chamber maid,the only ſecret friend 
totheir ſtolne meetings;and told her the occaſion of this ſodaine ſorrow. 
After they had ſighed and mourned awhile, ouer the dead body of 64- 
briello, Andreans in this manner ſpaketo her maide. 
Seeing Fortune hath thus beretr me of my Loue, mine one life muſt 
nceds be hatefull ro me: bur before I offer any violence tomy ſelfe.let vs 
deuiſe ſome conuemient meanes,as may both preſerue mine honour from 
any touch or ſcandall,and conceale the f-cret loue paſſing berweene vs: 
but yetin ſuch honeſt ſort,that this body (whole bleſſed ſoule harhtoo 
ſoone forſaken it) may be honourably enterred. Whereto her Mayde 
thus anſwered: Miſtrefſe,nener talke of doing any violenceto your ſelte, 
becauſe by ſuch a blacke and diſmall deed,as you haue loſt his kind com- 
pany htrein-this life,ſo ſhall you neutr more ſee him inthe other world: 
for immediately you finke downe to hell,” which/foule place cannot be a 
receptacle for his faire ſoule;rhat was eqidued with ſo many fingular ver- 
tues. Whercfore, I hold it farre better for you, to comfort your ſelfe 
by all good meanes,and withthe power of teruenr praierto fight againſt 
all deſperate jntruding paſſions, as a truly verruous minde ought to doe. 
Now, as concerning his enterrement, the meanes is readily prepared for 
you here in this Garden, where ncuet he hath bene ſcene by zny, or his 
rc{orting hither knowne, but oncly to our ſelues. If yoa will net conſent 
t0liaue ito, let you and | conucyhis body hence, and leaue'it in fuch 
2n ap: place, where ir may b* tound to' morrow morhing and bring 
then carried to his owne houſe his frizrids and kindred will piue it honeſt 
buriall. " | 10149 
 Antreans,although her ſoule was extraordinarily ſorrowfull;atidteares 
flowed abundantly from her cyes; ycr ſhe liſtned attenriuely-cohir maids 
counſell;allowing hetifitſt aduice againſt deſperation, tobe rtuly good 3 
but rg the reftthus ſhe replyed:God forbid (quoth ſhe) rthatT ſhould ſuf- 
fer ſodcere aloving friend, as he hath alwayedſhewed himfſelfe tome 
nay, which ismuch more,my husband; by facttdand ſolemneyowes paſs 
{cd batweche vs, tobe purints theground baſely,and likea dog, or etfe 
to belc{t inthe open ſtreet. He/harh had the ſactifice of thy virgin ceares, 
and if I cati preuatle,he: (hill haut forme of his kindreds,as I Have inſtant- 
ly deuiſediwhat (in this hard caſe)" is beſt tob* done. Porthwithſheſent 
the[maid 6; ber Chamber,for diyers elles of white Dxymacke lying in Her 
Cheſt, which-when ſhe; had brought, they ſpread it'abroad of the grafſe; 
eucn in the rmanincr ofa winding ſheete,  and'thercifi wrapped the _— 
| 0 
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of Gebriello,with a faire wrought pillow lying vnder his head, hauing firft 
(with their teares) cloſed his mouth and eyes, and placed a Chaplet of 
Flowers on his head, coucring the whole throwd ouer in the ſame man- 
ner; which being done,thus the ſpake to her Maid. | 
The doore of his owne houſe is not farre hence,and thither(betweene 

vs two) he may be caſily caried,euen inthis maneras we haue adorned © 
him: where leauing him in his owne Porch,we may returne back before 
it be day : andalthough it will be aſad ſight to his friends, yer becauſe he 
dycd in minearmes,and we being fo well diſcharged of the body,it will 
be a little comfort tome. When the had endedtheſe words, which were 
not vttered without infinite tearcs, the maid entreated her ro make haſt, 
becauſe the night ſwiftly paſſed on. At laſt,ſhe remembred the Ring on 
her finger, wherewith Gabriells had ſolemnly eſpouſed her, and opening 
the ſhroud againe, (he pur it on his finger, laying; My ceere and louing 
husband,if thy ſoule can ſee my teares,or any vnderſtanding do remaine 
in thy body,being thus vntimely taken from me : receiue the lateſt guift 
thou gaueſt ine,as apledge of ourlolemne and ſpotlefſe marriage. So, 
making yp the ſhroud againe as it ſhould be, and conueighing it cloſely 
out of the Garden, they went on along with jt, rowardes thus dwelling 
houſe, 

As thus they paſſed along, it fortuned, that they were met and taken 
by the Guard or Watch belonging to the Poteſtate, who had bin ſo lace 
abroad, about very carneſt and important bufineſſe. ,4»4rears, deſtring 
more the dead mans company,then theirs whom ſhe had thus met with- 
all,boldly ſpake thus ro them. 1 know who and what you are,and can tell 
my (eltc, that to offer flight will nothing auaileme : wherfore,l am rea- 
dy to g0 along witl: you before the Seigneury,& there will tell the rruch 
concerning this accident, But let not any man among you,be {bold as 
tolay hand on me,ot to touch me,becaute I yeeld ſo obzdiently to you; 
neyther to take any thing from this body, except hee jntend that I ſhall 
accuſe him. In whichreſpeQ,notany one daring to difpleaſe her, ſhee 
went with the dead bodice to the Szigneurie, there ro avfivete 211 Obie- 
Ctions. | 

When notice heereof was giuen to the Poteſtate, he aroſe; and ſhee 
being broughrfoorth intothe Hall before him, he queſtioned with her, 
how and by;what meanesthis accident happened. Beſidezhe ſent for di- 
uers Phyſitians, to be informed by them. whether the Gentleman were. 
poyloned, or other wiſemurthered ? All of them affirmed the contrarie, 
auouching rather, that ſome Impoſtumarion had engendered neere his 
heart, which ſodainly breaking,occaſioned his as ſodaine death. The Po- 
teltare hearing this, and perceining that Andreana was little or nothing 

aall faulty tothe marter, her beauty and good carriage, kindled a villa- 
nous and luſtful deſire.in him towards her, prouoking him tothe immo- 
deft mation, that ypon,granting his requeſt, he would releaſe her ;:But 
when he ſaw, that all his perſyaſions' were ro no! purpoſe, hee ſought to 
compaſle his will by violence; whichlike a vertuous and valiant Virago, 


ſhee 
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ſhee worthily withſtood, defending her honour Nobly, and reproouing 
him -ox many inturious ſpeeches, ſuch as a luſtfull Lercher iuftlie de- 
ſcrued. 

On the morrow morning, theſe newes being broughtto her Father , 
Meſſer Negro az Ponte Ceraro, greeuing thereat exceedingly, and accom- 
panicd with many of his friends,he went tothe Pallace . Being there ar- 
riued, and informed of the matter by the Poteſtate : he demaunded (in 
rearcs) of his daughter, how,and by what meanes ſhee was brought thi- 
ther ? The Poteſtare would needs accuſe her firſt, of omrage and wrong 
offered to him by her,rather then torarry her accuſing of him;yer, com- 
mending the yong Mayden, and her conſtancie, proceededto ſay,jthar 
onely to proue her, he had madeſuch a motion to her ; but finding her 
ſo firme, his liking was now ſo addicted to her, that if her Father were {o 
pleaſed to forget the remembrance of her former ſecret husband, he wil- 
lingly would accept her in marriages 

While thus they continued talking, Axdreane comming before her 
Father, the teares trickling mainly downe het cheekes, and falling at his 
feete,ſhe began in this manner. Deare Father, I ſhall not neede ro make 
an Hiſtoricall relation, either of my yourhfull boldneſſe or misfortanes, 
becauſe you haue both ſcene and knowne them : rather moſt humbly, I 
craue your pardon, for another errour by mee committed, in that, both 
without your leaue and liking, I accepted the man as my troth-plighted 
husband, whom (aboue all other in the world)l moſt intirely aftected.If 
my offence hecrein doe challenge the forfeite of my life, then (good Fa- 
ther) free youfromany ſuchpardon ; becauſe my onelydefire is to dye 
your daughter,and in your gracious fauour : with whichwords, in {figae 
of her humflity,ſhe kilfed his feere: eo Negro da Poſte, Being a man 
wellin yeeres;and of a gentle nature, obſeruing what his daughter ſaide, 
could nor refraine from teares, andin his weeping, louipgly tooke her 
trom the ground, ſpeaking thus to her, ., VE” 

F haue wiſht,that thou hadſt taken ſuch ah"Husband, 
as (in my iudgement) had bene beſt fitting for thee: yet ifrhou madeſt 
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TT by Andreana,with infinite Roſes and other [weet towers lying theron : 
and ſuch was the peoples loue to him, that neuer1was any mafs death, 
moreto be bemoaned and lamented. Being dcliucred out of the Count, 
it was Carried to buriall.nor like a Burgefle or ordinary Citizen,but with 
ſuch pompe as beſeemed a Lord Baron,and on the ſhoulders of very nv- 
ble Gentlemen,with great honor and reuerences+: 

Within ſome few dayes atter,the Poteſtate purſuing his former motj- 
on of mariage, and the father moouing it to his daughter, ſhe would not 
by any mcanes liſten thereto. And bebeing deſirous to give'her content- 
ment, deliuered her and her Chamber-maidintoa Religious Abbey,ve- 
ry famous for deuotion and ſanctity, where afterwards they ended their 
ues, 
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Faire Simonida affecting Paſquino, and walking with him in a pleaſant gax- 
den, it fortuned,that Palquino rubbed his tecth with a leafe of Sage, and 
immediately fell downe dead, Simonida berng broueht before the bench 
Inſtice,and charged with the death of Paſquino, ſhe rubbed her teeth like- 

| : wiſe with one of the leaues of the ſame Sage, as dcelaring what ſhee ſaw his 
do,and thereon fhe dyed alſo in the ſame manner, 
The Senenth Novell. 
whereby is gruen to underſtand, that loue and aeath dowſe their power equal. 
| ly - /tke, a4 well pon poore and mean perſe ns, as on them that are rich an 
i Novle, +4 | 
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P LY Hoa: naving ended his Tale, the King declaring an outward ſhew 
of c ompallion, In regard of Andreanaes diſaſtrous Fortune : fixed his 
eyco8 Madam «4mlia, 2nd gaue herſuch an apparant fene,as expreſſed 
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his pleaſure,for her next ſucceeding in diſcourſe; which being ſufficient 
for her vnderſtanding, thus ſhe began. Faire aſſembly,the Novell ſo lare- 
ly deliuered by Pamphilizs, maketh me willing to report: another to you, 
varying from it, in any kinde of reſemblance , onely this excepted : that 
as Andreana loſt herlouer ina Garden, cuen fo did the of whom Iam 
now toſpeake, And being brought before the ſeate of luſtice,according 
as Andreans was, freed her ſelfe fromthe power of the Law 3 yer ncither 
by force, or her owne vertue, but by her ſodaine and inopinare death, 
And although the nature of Loue is ſuch (according as we haue often- 
times heeretofore maintained) to make his abiding in the houſes of the 
Nobleſt perſons ; yet men and women of poore and farre inferiour quali- 
ty, do notalwaycsfit out of his reach, though encloſed in their meancft 
Cottages ; declaring himſclfe ſometime asa powerfull commaunder in 
choſe humble places, as he dothin the richeſt and moſt imperious Pala- 
ces. As will plainly appeare vnto you, cither in all,or a great part of of my 
Nouell, whereto onr Citie pleadeth ſome title ; though, by the diucrſity 
of our diſcourſes,talking of ſo many ſcuerall accidents ; we hauc wandred .. 
| into many other parts of the world, to make all anſwerable to our owne 
liking. | 

Ir 15not any long time ſince, when there lined in our City of Florence, 
2oung and beautifull Damoſell, yet according tothe nature ofher con- 
dition; becauſe ſhe was the Daughter of a poore Father,and cailed by the 
name of S7monids.Now,albeit ſhe was not ſupplicd by any better means, 
then to mainraine her ſclfe by her owne paintull trauell, and carne her 
bread before ſhe could cate it, by carding and ſpinning to ſuch as employ- 
ed her ; yet was ſh2 not ſo baſc or deiectcd a ſpirit,but had both courage 
and ſufficient verrue, to vnderltand the ſecret ſoliciting of Joue, and to 
diſtinguiſh the parts of well deſcruing,both by priuate behaujour and out- 
ward ceremony. Asnaturall inſtin&t was her firſt tutor thereto, ſo wanted 
ſhe nota ſecond maine and vrging motion, aCchip hewed out of the like 
Timber, one no better in birth rhen her ſelte, a -proper young ſpringall, 
named Paſqnino, whoſe generous behautour, and gracefull ations (in 
brioging herdayly wooll to ſpin, by reaſon his Maſter was a Clothier) 
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prevailed vpon her liking and aff:Qion, 

Nor was he negligeatin the obſeruationofher amorous regards, but. 
the Tinder tooke, aad his ſoule flamed with the ſclfe ſame fire; making 
him as defirous of her louing acceptance, as poſlibly ſhe could be of his : 
ſo thatthe commanding power oft love, could not caftly be diſtinguiſhed 
in which of them it had the greater predominance. For euery day as he 
brought her ficth ſupply of woolles;and found her {crioufly buficd at het 
whcele : her foule would vent forth many deepe ſighes, and thoſe (ighes 
fetch floods of teares from hereyes;thoroughthe lingular go6d opinion 
{he had conceyued of him,and earneſt defire to enioy him, Paſquzno/on 
the other [ide,as leyſure gauc him leaue for the leaſt conuerling with het: 
His diſeaſe was euery way anſwerable to hers,for teares ſtood in his eyes, 


lighes flew abroad, to caſc the poore: hearts aftiifting oppreſſions, which 
Ft though 
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| Go 
| though he was vnable to conceale; yer would he fezme to clowd them 
| cleanly, by entreating her that his Maſters worke might be neatly perfor- 
| med, and with ſuch ſpeed as time weuld permit her, intermixing iofinite 
| praiſes of her artificial ſpinning;and afhrming withall,that the Quilles of 
Yearne receiued from her, werethe choiſcſt beauty of the whole peece , 
ſo that when other worke-women played, Simonida was ſure to want no 
employment. T3 ES At 
Hereupon, the one ſoliciting, and the other taking celight in being 
ſolicired ; it came to paſſe,that often acceſſe bred the bolder courage,and 
ouer-much baſhfulncſſe became abandoned, yer no immodeſty paſling 
berweene them : but affection grew the berter ſetled in them both, by in. 
terchangeable vowes of conſtant perſeuerance, fſothar death onely, but 
no diſaſterelſe had power to diuide them. Their mutuall delight conti- 
nuing on in this manner, with more forcible encreafing of their Loues e« 
quall flame : it fortuned, that Paſquinoſutting by Simonzaa, told hcr of a 
goodly Garden, whereto he was deſirous to bring her, to the end, that 
they might the more ſafely conuerle together, without the ſuſpition of 
enuious eycs. Smonida gaue an{wer of her well-liking the motion, and 
acquainting her Father therewith, he gaue her leaue, on the Sunday fol- 

h lowing after dinner, to go fetch the pardon of S. Gallo, and afterwards to 

p viſit the Garden, 

[ A modeſt yong maiden named Zag:na, following the ſame profeſſion, 
and being an intimate familiar triend, S1moniaatookealong in her com- 
pany.and came to the Garden appointed by Pa/quzno; where ſhe found 
hiw readily expeC&ing her comming, and another friend alſo with him, 
called Puccino {albcit more vſually tearmed Strambo) a ſecret well-willer 
to 74774, wholcloue became the more fturthered by this friendly mee- 
ting. Each Loner delighting in his hearts choſen Miſtrefſe, cauſed them 
to walke alone by themſelucs, as the ſpaciouſneſſe of the Garden gaue 
them ample liberty: Puccino with his La2en4 in one part,and Peſquzn0 with 
lis Sim9n728 in another. The walke which they had made choiſe of, was 
by a long and goodly bed of Sage, turning and returning by the ſame bed 
as'their conference miniſtred occation, and as they pleaſed to recreate 
them(clues, aft<Cting rather to continue ſtill chere, then in any part of the 
Garden, 

On? while they would {it downe by the Sage bed, and afterward riſe 
to walke agiine, as caſe and wearineſle ſeemed to inuite them. At length, 
Paſquino chanced to cropa leafe of the Sage, wherewith he both rubbed 
his teeth and gummes, andc hamping it betweene them alſo, ſaying ; that 

. there wasno better thing in the world to cleanſe the teeth withall, after 
teeding. Not long had he thus champed the Sage in his teeth, returning 
ro his tormer kinde of diſcourfing, but his countenance beganto change 

| very pale, his {ight tailed,and ſpeech farſooke him : ſothat (in briefe) he 

+ fell downe dead. Which when S;monida beheld, wringing her hands,ſhe 

cryed out for helpe to S1rambo and Lagina, who immediately came run 

ning to her. They findign Pſqino not oncly tobe dead, but his body 
{wolne, 


_—_— 
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ſwolne, and ſtrangely ouct-fpred with foule bl .ck ſpots,both on his face. © 
hands, andall parts elſe belide : Srrambe cricd out,faying; Ah wicked 
maide,what halt thou poiſoned him ? 

Theſc words and their ſhrill our-criesalſo were heard by Neighbours 
dwelling necreto the Garden, who commiag in ſodainly vppon them, 
and ſeeing Paſquino lying dead, and hugely ſwoln, Srrambolikewiſe com- 
plaining,and accuſing S;monids to haue poyſoned him , ſhe makingno 
anſwer,but ſtanding 1n a galtly amazement, all her ſenſes meerely con- 
founded, at ſuch a ſtrange and vacouth accidenr, in looſing him whom 
ſhe ſo dearely loued : knew not how to excuſe her ſclfe,and therefore cue- 
ry one verily beleeued, that Srrambo had not vaiuſtly accuſed her. Poore 
wofull maide, thus was ſhe iaſtantly apprehended, and drowned in her 
tcares,they led her along to the Porcltates Palice, where her accuſation 
was iuſtificd by Strambe,Lagine, and two men more, the oncnaamed 47- 
ricciato,and the other 452 ayer tcllowes and companions with Paſqus- 
»o, who came into the Garden alſo ypon the out-cry. 

The Iudge, withoutany delay at all, gaue care to the buſines, and exa- 
mined the calc very ſtritly:but could by no mcanes comprehead,that a- 
- py malice ſhould appeare in her towards him, nor that ſhe was guiltic of ' 
the mans death, Wherefore, inthe preſence of S1momida, he deſired to 
ſee the dead body, and the place where he fell downe dead, becauſe there 
he intended to haue her relate, how ſhe ſaw the accident to happen, thar 
her owne ſpccches might the ſooner condemne her, whereas the calc yer 
remained doubtfull,and farre beyond his compreheaſion. So,without any 
furcher publication and to auoid the following ofthe turbulent multitude, 
they departed from the bench of Iuſtice, and came tothe place, where 
Paſquinoes body lay ſwolne likea Tunne, Demanding there queſtions, 
concerning his behauiour,wheathey walked there inconferenc? together, 
and,nota little admiring the manner of his death,wiile he ſtood aduiſcd- 

ly conſidering thereon, 

She going to the bed of Sage, reporting the whole precedent hiſtory, 
euen fromthe originall ro the ending : the betrer to makethe caſc vader- 
ſtood, without the lcaſt colour of ill carriage rowardes Paſquims; accor- 
ding as ſhe had ſecne him do,euen fo did ſhe plucke another. leatc of the 
Sage,rubbing her teeth therewith, and champing it as he formerly did. 
Strambo,and the other intimate friends of Paſq«ins,bauing noted in what 
manner ſhe vſcd the Sage.,and this appcaring as her vtmolt refuge, cither 
to acquit or condemne her : in preſence of the Iudge they {miled thereat, 
mocking and deriding whatſocuer ſhe ſaide, or did, and defiring ( the 
more earneſtly )the ſentence of death againſt her,that her body might be 
——q— with fire, as a iuſt puniſhment for her abhominable rranfgreſ- 

On, | 
- Poore S;monida, (ighing and ſorrowing for her deere loves lofle, and 
(perhappes) nor meanly terrified, with the ſtriQt infliction of torment ſo 
ſcuerely vrged and followed by Strambo and the reit ſtanding dumb ſtill, 
without anſwering ſo muchas one word 5 9 taſting of the ſame Sage, 
t 2 6 
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tell downe dead by the bed, cuzn by rhe like accident Paſquzmo tormerly 
did.to the admirable aſtomiſhmenr of all there perſent._ ys 

Oh poore infortunate Loucrs, whole Starres were {0 inauſpictous to 
you. as to finiſh both your mortall liues, and ferucnt louc, inletfe limita- 
tion then a dayes ſpace, How ro cenſure of your deaths,and happines to 
enſue thereon, by an accident ſo ſtrange and incuitable : it f$ not within 
the compaſſe of my power, but to hope the beſt,and {ol leaue you. But 
yet concerning Simenids her (clfe,in the common opinion of vs thar re- 
maine liuing : her true vertue and innocency(though Fortune was other- 
wiſe moſt cruell to her) would not ſuffer her to fioke vnder the teſtimony 
of Strambo, Lagina, Atticciato,and Malagewole,being but carders of woof 
or perhaps of meaner condition ,, a happier courſe was ordained for her, 
ro paſle clearely from their infamous impuration, dnd follow her Paſquz- 
no, inthe very ſame manner of death,and with ſuch aſpeedy expedition. 

The Iudge ſtanding amazed, and all there preſent in his company, 
werefilent for a long while together : bur, vppon better re-collection of 
his ſpitits, thus he ſpake, This inconuenience which thus hath hapned, 
and confounded our ſenſes with no common admiration ; in mine opt. 
nion concerneth the bed af Sage, auouching it either to be venomous, 
or dangerouſly infe&ted, which(neverthelcfle) is ſeldom found in Sage. 
Bur tothe end, that it may not be offcnſtueto any more hereafter, I will 
haue it wholly digd vp by the rootes, and then to be burnt in the open 
Market place. 

Hereupan, the Gardiner was preſently ſent for, and before the Iudge 
would depurt thence, he ſaw the bed of Sage digged vp by the roots, aud 
tound the true occa(1on, whereby theſe two poore Louers loſt their liges. 
For, juſt in the middelt of the bed, and at the maine roote, which dire- 
cted all the Sage in growth , lay an huge mighty Toad, cuen weltring(as 
it were)in a hole fuſl of poyſon ; by meanes whereof, in conieure of the 
{udoec, and all the reſt, the whole bed of Sage became envenomed, occa* 
{1001ng cuery leate thereof ro be deadly intaſte. None being ſo hardy, 
as to approach neecre the Toade, they madea pile of wood directly ouer 
ir, and (erring it on a flaming fire,threw all the Sage thereinto,and fo they 
were conſumed together. So ended all further ſuite in Law, concer- 
ning the deaths of Pa/qarzo and5imonida : whoſe bodies being carriedto 
the Church of Saint Paul, by their ſad and ſorrowfull accuſers, Strambo, 
L.agina, Atticeiato and Malagenole, were buried together in one goodly 
Monument,for a tuture memory of their hard Fortune, 
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leronimo affec#ing 4 youg Maiden, named Silueſtra,was conſtrainee (by the 
earneſt importunity of his Mother)to take aionrney toPatis. At his retuys 
home from thence againe, he found his lowe Silueſtra married. By ſecres 
meanes, he got entrance into her houſe, and dyed vpon the bed lying by hey . 
Afterward, his body being carried to Church. go receiue boriall ſhe likewiſe 
died there inſtantly pon bis coarſe. 

The eight Nouells. 

herein # agarne declared, the great indiſcretion and folly of them, that think 

toconſtraine loxe, according to their will, after it ts conſtantly ſetled be- 


fore: With other infirudtions , concerning the wnſpeakeable pow er of 
Lone. 


*. I) MN 
JEL CEILR a 
L =» N 


_ v TEVLF _ VN _— 
hn = RU 
NY =. = 4 l Q 
= HHS 
—_—— 
l | _* 


k 
_ — FP 
-  £© 
, 
£ v 
m— . 
— - 


Md eAimilia had no ſooner concluded her Nouell, but Madam 
Neiphila (by the Kings command) began/ to Tpeake+'inthis manner, 
It ſcemeth ro me {Gracious Ladies) that there 'are ſome*fuch people to 
be found, who imagine themſelues to know more, then all gther elſe in 
the world befide, and yet indeede do know nothing ar'all + preſurning 
(thorough this arrogant opinion of rheirs) ta imploy and oppoſe their 
 ſenſclefle vaderſtanding, againſtinfallible grounded 'reaſon;” yea, and to 
atrempr courſes, notonly contrary to the counſdll and iudgement of men, 
bur alfo to croſſe the' narure of digine ordination;Our of which ſaucy and 
ambirious preſumption, many mighty harmes have alrcady had begin- 
ning, and more are like ro enſue vppon ſuch bokdneſſe, becauſe it is the 
ground of all cuils. {fas L071 17 C2 98T (el 
Now, in regard that among all 'other naturall things, no oneis leſle 
ſubie& ro takecounſell, orcan be wroughr+to contrariety, 'their Loue, 
| Ft 3 whoſe 
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whoſe nature is ſuch, as rather ro run vpon his owneraſh conſumprion, 
then to be ruled by admonitions of the very wiſeſt : my memory hath in- 
ſpired it ſelte,with marter incident to this purpoſe,cfteQually to approue, 
what I hauc already faid. For Iam now to ſpeake of a woman who would 
appeare to haue more wit, then either {he had indeed, or appertained to 
herby any title. The matrer alſo, wherein ſhe would needs ſhew her ſty. 
dious judgement and capacity, was of much more conſequence then ſhe 
could deferue to meddle withall. Yet {uch was the iſſue of her fond Pre- 
ſuming z that (in one inſtant) ſhe expelled both loue,and the foule of her 
owne {onne out of his body, where/doubtleſlc) it was planted by diuine 
fauour and appointment. 5 ; 

In our owne City(according to true and ancient teſtimony) there dwelt 
ſometime a very worthy and wealthy Merchant,named Leonardo Sighiee 
ro, who by his wite had one onely Sonne, called 12r0nims; and within a 
ſhort while after his birth, Leonardo being very ſicke,and having ferled all 
his affaires ingood order ; departed our of this wretched life to a berter, 
The Tutors and Gouernours of the Childe, thought it fitreſt co let him 
live wich his Mother, where he had his whole education, though ſchoo. 
Icd among many other worthy neighbours children according as in moſt 
Ciries they vſc to do. Yong /er0n:mo growing on in yeares,and frequen- 
ting dayly the company of his Schoole-fellowes and others: he would of- 
ten ſport (as the reſt did) with the neighbors chilgren, and much pretty 
paſtime they found together, 

Inchc harmlefſe recreations of youth, grauer iudgements haue often 
o>{crued, that ſome eſpeciall matter recciued then ſuch originall, as grea, 
ter eftcﬆ hath followed thereon, And many times, parents and kindred 
hruc bene the occaſton (although perhaps beyond their expeRation) of 
very ſtrange and extraordinary accidents,by names of familiarity paſſing 
berwcene Boyes and Gitles, as King and Queene, fwect heart, and fweer 
heart,friend and friend, husband and wife,and diuers otocr ſuch like kind 
tearmes,proouing afrerwatdsto be true indeed, It fell out ſo with our 
yong /errnime ; tor,among a number of pretty Namoſels, daughters to 
men of c{peciall reſpect, and others of farre interiour qualny : a Taylors 
daughter,excelling the re{t. jo fquour and fearure (albcir her Father was 
but poore) 1eronime moſt delighted to ſpore withall; and ao other titles 
paſſed berweene them,eucn inthe hearing of their parentsand friends,bur 
wile and husband : ſuch was the beginning of their yong affeRion,preſa- 
ging (no doubt) effeually ro follow. 

Nor grew this famuliary (as yet) any way diſtaſted, till by their daily 
conuerſ1ag together, and enterchange of infinite pretty ſpeeches, /erons- 
wo fclta ſtrange alteration in his ſoule, with ſuch enforcing and power. 
tull attlictions ; as he was neuer well but in her company, nor ſhe cnioy- 
cd any reſt it /erow;me were abſent. Arthe length, this being aorcd by 
his Mother, ſhe began to rebuke hit, yea, many times gauc him both 
threarvings and blowes, which prouing to no purpoſe, not hindering his 
accefſe to her ; ſhe complainedto his Tutors, andlike onethat in regard 

of 
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of her riches,thought to plant an Orange vpan a blacks thorne, ſpake as 


followeth. 

This Sonne of mine /eronims, being as yet but fourcteene years of age 
is ſo deeply enamoured of a yong Gir e, named Silueſtra, daughter vato 2 
poore Tailor, our ncere dwelling neighbour : that if we do not ſend him 
out of hex company ,one day (perhaps) he may make her his wife, and yet 
without any knowledge of ours, which queſtionlefſe would be my death. 
Otherwiſe, he m1y pine and conſume himſelfeaway, ifhe ſee vs procure 
her marriage to ſome other. VWherefore, hold it good, that to auoid fo 
oreat an inconuenience, we ſhould ſend ler93;ms ſomne far diſtance hence, 
to remaine where ſome of our Fators arc employed : becauſe, when he 
ſhall be out ofher ſight, and their often meetings vtterly diſappointed ; 
his affeRionto her will the ſooner ceaſe, by fruſtrating his hope for cur 
enioying her, and ſo we ſhall haue the better meanes, ro match him with 
one of greater quality, The Tutors did like well of her aduice,not doub- 
ting but it would take anſwerable effe& : and therefore, calling -r07:ms 
into a priuate Parlor,one of them began in this manner. 

Icronimo, you arc now growne to anindifferent ſtature,and(almoſt) a- 
ble to rake goucrnment of your {clfe. It cannot then ſeeme any way in- 
conuenicnt, to acquaint you with your deccafed Fathers affaires, and by 
what good courſes he cameto ſuch wealth. You are his onely ſonne and 
heire, to whom he hath bequeathed his rich poſſeſſions (your Mothers 
moity cuermore remembred) and trauaile would now ſeeme fitting for 
you,as well to gaine experience in Trafhcke and Merchandize, as alſoto 
le: you ſee the worlds occurrences. Your Mother therefore/and we haue 
thought it expedicnt)that you ſhould journey from henceto Paris, there 
to continue for ſore ſuch fitting time,as may grant you full and free op- 
portunity, to ſurgey what ſtocke of wealth is there employed for you,and 
to make yau vnderſtand, how your Factors arc furtherous to your affaires, 
Beſideythis is the way to make you a manof more ſolid apprehenſion, and 
perfect inſtractionin ciuill courſes of life; rather then by continuing here 
to ſce none but Lords, Barons, and Qentlemen, whereofwe haue rao 

great a number. When you are ſufficiently qualified there, and hat 
learned what belongeth toa worthy Marchant,ſuch as was Leonardo S ig- 

hiers your Famous Fathers you may returne home againe at your owne 

Icalure, EY 

4 The youth gaue themattentiue hearing, and(in few words) returned 

them anſwers Thathe would not giue way to any fuch trauaile, becauſe 

he knew how to diſpoſe of himaſclte in F/orence, as well as in any other 

place h- ſhould be ſeat too. Which when his Tutors heard, they repro- 

ued him with many ſeuereſpeeches: and ſeeing they could win no other 

anlwer from him, they ak, returne thereof to his Mother. She ſtor- 

ming extreamly thereat , yet not ſo much for denying the iourney to P«- 

i ri5,a5 inregard of his violent afefiontothe M aide; gaue him very bit- 
ter and harſhlanguage. All which auailing nothing, the began to ſpeake 
ina more milde and gentle. ſtraine, entreating him with flattcring -_ * 

avic 
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txvle words, to be gourrned inthiscafe by his Tutors good aduile, And 
ſo farre/(in the end) ſhe preuailed with him, that he yeelded to line at Pa. 
ris for the ſpace ofa years , but further time he would not grant, and fo 
all was ended. 74, ES 

leronimo being gone to remaine at P4rw .his Ioue daily increaſing more 
and more, by reaſon of his abſence from S1luef#ya, vnder faire and friend= 
ly promiſcs, of this moneth,and the next moneth,ſcnding tor him home; 
there they detained him two whole yeares rogetier, VWhcereuppon, his 
loue was growne to ſuch an extremity, that he peither would, or could a- 
bide any longer there, but home he rerurned, before he was expected, 
His loue Siluefra,by the cunning compacting of his Mather and Turors, 
hefound marricd to a Tent-makers Sonne , whereat he vexcd and pree- 
ued beyond all meaſure, Neuertheleſle, ſeeing the caſe was now no way 
to be holpen ; he ſtroue to beare it with ſo tnuch patience, as ſo grear 
2 wrong, and his hearts turmenting orcefe, and wonid gige leauc ro 
doc. gs | 

Hauing found ont the place where ſhe dwelt, he began {as itis the 
cultome of yong Lovers) to vſe divers daily walkes by her doorc:asthin- 
king in his minde, that her remembrance of him was conſtantly continu- 
ed, as his was molt intirely fixed on her. Burtthe cafe was vet y ſtrangely 
| altred, becauſe ſhe was now growne no more mindtull of him, then 1t ſhe 
had neuer ſcene him before, Or if ſhe did any way remember him, it ap- 
peared tv be ſo little, that manifeſt ſignes declared the contrary. Vhich 
Jeronimo very quickely perceiued, albeit not without many mclancholly 
perturbations, Notwithſtanding, he laboured by all poflible neancs,to 
recouer het former kiadneſſc agarne : but finding all his paines friuolouſly 
22 26k ; he rcſolued ro dye, and yerto compalle ſome ſpeech with her 

:cfore, 

By meanes of a neere dwclling neighbour(that was his very deare and 
rtimate friend) he came acquainted with euery part of the horſe, and pre- 
uailed fo tar,that one enening, when ſhe and her husband ſupt at a neigh- 
bours houſe, he compaſſed acceſle into the ſame bed chambcr,where $i/- 
we/travied moſt to lodge, Finding the Curtaines ready drawne, he hid 
| himſclf- behinde them on the further ſide of the bed,and ſo rarried there 
vntill Sr/we{ra and her hasband were returned home, and laide downe in 

bedrto take their reſt, The husbands fences were ſoone ouercome with 
fleepe, by reaſon of his paincfull royling allthe day, and bodies that arc 
exerciſed with much labour,arethe more defirons to haue -aſe. She ſtay- 
mg vp laſt, ro pur ont the light, and hearing her husband lecpe fo ſound- 
| ly,that his ſnoring gaue good cuidence thereof : 1: yed her ſelfe downe the 
more rcfpectively,zs being very loath any way to diſeaſe him, bur (weet- 
lyro let him enioy his reſt, FEM £1 
| Sitneſtraliy on the ſame {ide of the bed, where Teronimo hid hid him- 
(elfe behindethe Curraines; who ſtepping ſoftly to her in thedarke;and 
Laying ms trand gently on her breſt, ſaide : Deare Loue; fotbeare a little 
while to fleepe,tor heereis thyToyill friend 1:romimo, Thee yong woman 
[tar. 
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ſtarting with amazcincnt, would haue cried out, but that he cntreated 
her to the contrary; proteſting, that he came fur no ill intent to her, buc 
onely rotake his lateſt leaue of her. Alas /er9n;m (quoth ſhe) choſe idle 
dayesare paſt andgone, when it was no way vnſeemly for our yourh, to 
entercaine equality ofthoſe deſires, which then well agreed with our 
young blood. Since when, you haue liucd in forraine Countries, which 
appeared rometoalter your form 2r diſpoſition: for, in the ſpace of rwo 
whole yeares, either you grew forgertull of me (as change of ayre, may 
change affeAion) or (arthe b<ſt) made ſuch account of me; as I ncuer 
heard the leaſt ſalutation from you, Now you know mecto be a marricd 
' wife, inregard whereof, my thoughts haue cmoraced thatchaſte and ho- 
nourable reſolution, natto minde any man but wy husband , and there- 
fore, as you are come hither withour my loue or licenſe,fo in like manner 
I do deſire you to be gone, Let this priuiledge oft my Husbandes fuund 
ſleeping,be no colour roy our longer continuing here, or eacourage you 
to finde any further fauour ar mine hand : for it mine husband thould a+ 
wake, beſide the danger that thereon may tollow to you, I cannot but 
looſe the ſweet happineſle of peacefull lite, which hitherto we haue both 
mutually cmbraced. 

The yong man, hearing theſe wordes, and remembring what louing 
kindneſle he had formerly found, - 'whar ſecret loue Letters he had fent 
from Paris, with other priuare intelligences and tokens, which neuct 
came to her receite and knowledpe, {oxcunningly his Mother and Tutors 
had carried the matter : immediately felt his heare-{trings to breake; and 
lying downe vp2n the beds fide by hervtteredrh-lc his very laſt words. 
Silueitra farewcll, thou halt kildethekindelt heart that cucr lourd a wo- 
man : and ſpeaking no more, gaue ypthe ghoſt. She hearing theſe words 
deliuercd with an entire (ighe, and deepe-tercht groane,did not imagine 
the ſtrange conſequence following thereon ; yer was mooued to much 
compaſſion, ia regard of her former aftectionro tum, Silent the lay an 
indifferent while, as being vnable to raturne him any anſwer, and looking 
when he would be gone, according as beforeſhe had cargeſtly cnrrcated 
him. But when ſhe perceyucd him ro lye fo ftyll;as neither word or mo- 
tion came from him, fhc ſaide : Kinde /eronrmeo, why dock thou nor de- 
part and get thee gone7 So putting forth her hind, ithipnedto light vp- 
on his face, which ſhe felt to be as cold as yce 2; whereat maruailing nor 4 
litle,as alſ1at his continued filence, the 1ogged him, and felt his hands 
inlike manner, which were ſtiffcly extended forch,and all his body cold; 
as not having any life remaining in him, which greatly amazing her, and 
confounding her with ſorrow beyond alllmeaſure,ſhe was inſuch perples 
xity,that ſhe could not deuiſe what to do or ſay. | 

In the end,the reſolucd totry how her husband would take it, that fo 
ſtrange an actident ſhould thus happen in his honſe,and putting the caſe 
as if ie did not concernethein,bur any othet of the neighbours ; awaking 
him firſt, demaunded of him wharwas beſt to be done; if a man {hogald 


lteale into a neighbours houſe, vakhowne to him,or any of his family;and 
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in his bed chamber to b: found dead. He preſently replycd (as notthin- 
king the caſe concerned himſelte) that, the onely helpe in ſuch- an vnex. 

eted extremity, was to take the dead hody, and conuey it to his owne 
bouſe,f 1c had any ; whereby no ſcandall or reproach would follow to 
them,in whoſe houſe he had ſo vnforeunately dyed. Hereupon (hs irq. 
mediately aroſe, 1nd lighting a candle,ſhewed him the dead body of lere- 
nimo,with protcſtation of euery particular, both of her innocency, either 
of knowledge of his comming thither,or any other blame that could con- 
cerne her. Which he both conſtantly knowing and beleeuing, made no 
more ceremony, but putting on his G1rments,tooke the dead body vpon 
his ſboulders,and carried it to the Mothers doore,where ke letc it,and af- 
rerward returned to his owne houle againe. 

When day light was come, and the dead body found lying in the 
Porch, it moued very much greefe and amazement, conhidering, he h:dq 
bin ſcene the day before, in perfect health ro outward appearance. Nor 
ncede weto vrge any queſtion of his Mothers ſorrow vpon this ſtrange 
accident, who, cauſing his body to be carctully ſearched, without any 
blow, broiſe, wound, or hurt vppon it, the Phyſtttans could nor giue any 
other opinion,'but that ſome inward conceyre of greete had cauſed his 
death, as it did indeed, and no way otherwiſe. To the cheete Church was 
the ded body carried,to be generally1cenc of all che people, his Mothes 
and Fri. nds weeping heauily by it, as many more did the like belide, be. 
cauſe he was beloucd of cuery once. In whichtime of vaiuerſall mour- 
ning,the honeſt man (ta whoſe houſe he dyed) ſpake thus to his wite: dif. 

1i{e thy (elte in fome decent manner, andgo to the Church, where (as 
ſ hearce) they haue laide the body of Zeronimo.. Crowde in amongelt the 
\Women, as I will do the like amongſt che men, ro hcare what opinion 
paſleth of his death, and whether we ſhall be fcandalized thereby, or 
no. 

Stluritra, who was now become full of Pitty too late,quickely condif- 
cended, as d-(iring to fee him dead, whom ſometime ſhe deatlyaffeted 
in life. And being come to the Church, it is a matter to be admired,if 
aduifedly we conſider on the powerfull working of loue , for the heart of 
this woman, which the proſperous fortune of /cro7me could not pierce, 
now inhis wofull dearhdid ſplit in funder ; and the ancicnt (parks of loue 
{o long concealed in the-embcrs,orake toorth into a furious flame; and 
being violently lurprized with extiaordinary compailion, no ſooncr did 
the come nee7e ro the dead body, where many ſtood weeping round a- 
bout ir;but ſtrangely (brieking out aloud, the tell downe vpon ic: and cuen 
as extreamity of ercete finiſhed his lite, fo did it hersin the ſame manner, 
For (he moucd neither hand nor foot, becauſe her vitall powers had quice 

| forlaken her, The women Libouring ro comfort her by all beſt meanes 
they could deuiſe ; did not take any knowledge of her, by rcalon of her 
di{guilcd garments : burfinding herdead indeed, and knowiap her allo 
to be S:lue Fra, being oucrcome with vaſptakable compaſſion,and danted 
with no meane admiration.they ſtood {trangely gazingeach vpon other, 
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Wonderfull crowds of people were then in the Church ; and this : c 
cident being now noyled amongthe men, at length it came to her Hu: 
binds vaderſtanding,,whole greefe was ſo great, asit exceeded all capa- 
cicy of exp reſſion. Afterward he declared what had hapned in his houſe 
the precedent night, according as his wife had truly related to him, with 
all che ſpeeches,which paſſed between S1/veſfra and teronimo ; by which 
diſcourſe, they generally concciued, the certaine occafion of both their 
ſodaine deaths, which moued them to great compaſſion. Then taking the 
yong womans body,and ordering it asa coarſe ought to be : they layed 
ic on the ſame Bicre by the yong man, and when they had ſufficiently ſor- 
rowed for their diſaſtrous fortune, they gaue them honourable buriall 
both in one graue, So, this poore couple, whom louefin life ould not 
ioyne together,death did vnite in an iaſeparable coniunCtion. 


Meſer Guiglielmo of Roſfiglione haning ſlazne Meſſer Guigliclmo Guar- \ 
daſtagno , whom hee imagined to loue his wife, gane her his heart to eare, 
Which ſhe knowing afterward, threw hey ſelfe out of an high window to the 
ground , and being dead,was then buried with her friend. 
The Ninth Nouell. 
Whereby appeareth, what ill [acceſſe attendeth on them, that loue contrary to 
reaſon : in offering ininrie both ts friendſhip and marriage together, 
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V Hen the Nouell of Madam Nezphils was ended, which occaſto- 

"ned much compaſſion in the whole aſſembly; the King who 
woidnot infringe the priviledge granted to Diomews,no more remaining to 
ſpcake but they two,began thus. I call to minde (gentle Ladies) a No- 


ucll, which (ſeeing we are ſo farre entredinto the lamentable tb” of 
UC 
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© ſuccceſſelefde loue, will vrge you vnto as much commilticration, as that fo 
lately reported ro you. And ſo much the rather, becauſethe perſon of 
whom weare to ſpeake,were of reſpective quality ; which approueth the 
accident ro be more cruell, then thole whcreot we haue formerly gif. 
courl.d. 

According as the people of Prouence do report, there dwelt ſometime 
in that iuriſq1tion,two noble Knights, each well poſſeſſed of Caſtles and 
followers; the one being named Meſſer Gurplielmo de Rouſsiglrone, and the 
other Meſſer Guzz lielmo Guard 1tagno,N ow ,in regard thar they were both 
valiant Gentlemen, and ſingularly expert in ations of Armes; they loucd 
together the more mutually ,and held it as a kinde of cuſtome to be ſcene 
in all Tiltes 2nd Tournaments, or any other exerciſes of Armes, going 
commonly alike in their wearing garments. And although their Caſtles 
ſtood about tiue miles diſtant each from other, yer were they dayly con- 
uerlant together, as very louing and intimate friends, The one of them, 
meane Meſſer Guigliclmo de Roſsilione, had to witea very gallani beauti- 
full Lady, of whom Meſſer Guardaitagno(torgetting the lawes of reſpec 
and loyall friend{hip) became ouer-fondly enamoured, expreſſing the 
ſame by ſuch outward meanes, that the Lady hcr ſelfe tooke knawledge 
thereof, and not with any diſlike,as it ſeemed, but rather louingly enter- 
rained , yet ſhegrew not fo forgettull of her honour and cſticaation, as 
the othcr did of taith to his friend, 

With ſuch indiſcretion was this idle loue carried, that whether it ſor- 
tcd to eff:A,or no,I know not : but che husband perceiued ſome ſuch ma- 
n*r of ochauiour, as he could aot eafily digeſt, nor thought it fitting to 
endure. Whereuppon, the league of triendly araity ſo long continucdy 
b2:n to faileta very ſtrange Albion, and became conuerted into deadly 
haited : which yet bi very cunningly concealed, bearing an ou: ward 
ſhew of conſtant fricnd{hip ft:11, bur (tn his heart) he had vowed the 
Ceath of Guaraaſtazno. Nothing wanted, but by what meanes it might 
beſt be efe&ed, which felliout to be in this manner. A publicke Touſt or 
Tourney, was proclaimed by ſound.of Trumpet throughout all France, 
wherewith \pancdiately, MI eſſer Guiglielmo Re/siglione acquainted Meſſer 
Guaraa/ta7n8, entreating him that they might further conferre theron to- 
gether, and tor that purpoſe to come and viſic him,if he intended to hauc 
any hand inthe buſineſle, Guardaſtagno being exceeding glid of this ac- 
cident,whichgaue him liberty to ſec his Miſtrefle ,{ent anſwer backe by 
the meſſengy, that onthe morrow at night, he would come and ſup 
with Ro/5:oltome ; who ypon this reply,proiced to himſelfe in what ma- 
ner to kill him? F> | 

Oa the morrow, after dinner, arthitig himſclfe, 'and two more of his 
ſcruants with him, ſuch as he had ſolemnly ſworne to ſecrecy, he moun- 
ted 0n horſcbacke,and rode on about a inile from his owne Caſtle, whete 
he lay clolely ambulhed in a Wood, throvgh which Guardaitagno mult 
n-ed3 paſſe, After he had ſtayed there ſometivo boures ſpace and more, 
hz c{pycd him come riding withtwo of his attendants, all of them bciog 
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vnarmed, as no way diſtruſting any ſuch intended treaſon. Soſoone as 
he was cometorhe place, where he had rcſoluedto do the deed ; hee ru- 
ſhed forth of the ambuſh, and having a ſharpe Lance readily charged in 
hig reſt, ran mainly at him, ſaying : Falle villaine, thou art dead. Gaurds- 
ſagno, hauing oothing wherewith to defend himfelfe, nor his ſcruants a- 
ble-to giue him ,any ſuccour ; being piercedquite through the body wir!) 
the Lance, downe he fell dead to the ground, and his men (fearing the 
like misfortune to befall them) pallopp«d mainely. backe againc to theic 
Lords Caſtle, not knowing then who had thus murthered their Maſter, 
by rcaſon of their armed diſguiſes, which in thoſe: mattiall: times were 
viually worone.: e\ ; n | 

Meſſer Guiglzeims Roſsiglione, alighting from his horſe, and. having a 
keene knife ready d:awnein his handzopened therewith the breſt of dead 
Guardsſtxgno, and taking foorth his heart with his owne hands, . wrapped 
it inthe Bandclote belongingto his Lance, commanding one of his men 
to the charge thereof, and neuer to diſcloſe the deed. So, mounting on 
horſe-backe againegand darke night drawing on apace, he returned home 
ro his Caſtle, The Lady,who had heard before of Guardsftagnces intent, 
to ſuppe there that night, and (perhaps) being carneſtly detirous to ſee 
him ; marvailingat his ſo longtarc ing, ſaide to her husband : Belceue 
me Sir(quoth ſhe) me thinkes it is ſomewhar ſtrange, that Aefſer Guzgl- 
elms Guar daſtagno delayes his comming ſo long, he never vſcd to do foill 
now. I recciued tidings from him wife(fſaide he) that he cannot be here 
till ro morrow.  VWhereat the Lady appearing to be diſpleaſcd, concca- 
led itro her ſelfe,and vſed no more words. 

Reſsiglione lezuing his Lady, went into the Kitchin, where calling for 
the Cuoke, he deliuered him the heart,ſaying : Take this heart of a wilde 
Boare, -which it was my good happe to killthis day, and drefle it inthe 
dainticſt manner thou canſt dzuiſc to do; which being ſo done, when I 
am ſetat the Table, ſend it ro me in a filuer diſh, with ſauce brſeeming 
ſodainty a morſc]ll, The Cooke tooke the heart, belecuing it to be no 0- 
therwiſe,then as his Lord had faide : and vſing his vtmoſt skill in drefſing 
ir, did diuide it into artificiall fmall ſlices, and made it moſt pleaſing to be 
talked, When ſvppertime was come, Roſsiglzone (ate downe at thetable 
with his Lady : bur he had little or no apperite at allto cate, the wicked 
deed which he had done ſo perplexed his ſoule, and made him to fit very 
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ſtrang-ly muſing. Art length,the Cooke broughtin the dainty diſh, which - 


heihim(clfc ſetting before his wife, beganto finde fault with his owne lacke 
of ſtomacke,yer prouoked her with many faire ſpeeches,to taſt the Cooks 
cunning in ſo rare a diſh. 

The Lady having a good appetite indeede, when ſhe had firſt taſtedir, 
fed afterward fo heartily thereon, that ſhe left very lirtle, or none atall 
remaining. VWhen he perceiuedthatall was eaten, he ſaid vnto her * Tell 
me Madame,how you do like this delicar: kinde of meate? In go2d faith 
Sir(quoth ſhe) in all my life | was never þerter pleaſed, Now truſt mee 
Madame,an{wered the Knight, I do verily belecue you, nor do I greatly 
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wonder therear, if you like that dead, whicti you-loved ſo dearly being as 
live, When the Reed theſe words, a long while ſhe fare ſtent, but after= 
ward ſaide. 1 pray yourell me Sir, what meare Was this which you haue 
made me toeate? Muſe no longer ({aide he) for thettin Twill quickly re- 
ſolue thee. Tho:1 haſt eaten the heart of Meſſer Griglielms Guar dafjagyo, | 
whoſe loue was ſo deare and preciousto thee, thou falte; perfidious, 'arid 
diſtoya!l Lady : I plucktit out of his vile body with mine 0Wne haritls,and 
made my Cooke to dreſſe it forthy diet, - nook Dd Fee 

Poore Lady,how ſtrangely was her ſoule affli&ed, hearing'thele hatſh 
and vnpleaſing ſpeeches 7 Teares flowed aboundantly from her faire cies; 
and like tempeſtuous windes embowelled inthe carth, ſo di4 vehenvent 
ſighesbreake maihly from her heart, and afteya tedious time of filence, 
ſhe ſpake inthis manner, My Lord and hu$band, you have donea moſt 
diſloyall and damnable deede, miſguided by your owne wicked iealous 
opinion, and not by any iuſt cauſe giacen you, 'ro mntther ſo worthy and 
Noble a G:ntleman. Iprotcſt vnto you vpoh my ſoule, which I wiſh 
to be confounded in &ernall perdition, if ever I were vnchaſtero your 
bed, or allowed him any other fauour, bur what tight well become fo 
honourable friend.” And ſceing my body hath benc made the recepta- 
cl« for ſo precious a kitde of foode, asthe heart of fo valiantantl courre- 
ous 2 Knight, ſuch as was the Noble Guardaſtagno 3 never ſhall anyother 
foode hereafter, hauc entertainment therc,or my (elfe live rhe Wite too 
bloody-a Husband. 

So ſtarting vp from the Table, and ſtepping ynto a great gazing 
Window, the Caſcment whereof ſtanding wide open dehinde her 2 
violently ſh-e leaped out thereat, which beeingaa huge heigth in dt- 
ſtance trom the ground, the fall did not onely kill her, but alfo ſhiucred 
her body into many peeces. Vhich Reſsiplione perceiving, hee ſtoode 
like a body withour a ſoule, confounded with the kiiling of ſo deare a 
friend, lofſe of a chaſte and hononrable wife, and all through his owne 
ouer-credulous conceit. 

Vpon further conference with his priuate thoughts, and remorſc- 
full acknowledgement of his heinous off-ace, which repentance ( too 
late) gaue him eyes now toſce, though raſhneſſe before wouldnot per- 
mit him to confider , theſe rwo exrreamities inlarged his dulled vnder- 
ſtanding. Firſt, he grew fearfull of the friends and followersto murthered 
Guardaſtzgno, 2s allo the whole Country of Proxence, in regard of the 
pcoples gen -rall love vnto him; which being two maine and important 
motiucs, both to the dereſtarion of ſo horrid an at, and immediate ſe- 
were reucuge to ſuccecdethereon : he made ſuch proviſion as beſt he 
could, and as ſo ſodaine a warning would giue leaue, he fled away ſc- 
cretly in th” night ſeaſon. 

Theſe vnpleafing newes were ſoone ſpread +broad the next mor- 
ning,nor oply of the vnfortunare accidents, but alſo of Reſizgtions flight ; 
In regard whercof, the dead bodyes being found, and brought together, 
as well bythe people belonging to Guardefiaguo, as them that attended 
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varthe Lady : they were layed in the Chappecll of Ryſs:gdiames Caltle ; 
where after{o much lamencation for ſogreata misfortuneta brfall them, 
chey were honourably enterredin one faire Tombe, wirhvexcellem Yer- 
ſes cngrauen thereon, expreſhng both their noble degree;and by wharvn: 
happy meancs.they chanced co haue buriall thete, © (+ (1 "7 
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A Phyſitians wife laide a Loger of her Maides ({uppoſing him $0 be dad) in 
FA , by reaſon that be had arunke Water, which-1ſpally whs giuen to pro. 

- Cured 7h y eepomres ; . Two Lombard wſwrers, fiealivg the Cheſt, in hope 
of a rich booty, carryed it into their owne houſe, where aftermasd the man 
awaking, was apprehended for a Theefe, The Chamber -maide to the Phy- 
fitians wife, going before the bench of 1uſtice, aceuſeth her ſelfe for putting 
the imagined dead body into the Cheſt, by which meanes he eſeapeth hang- 

. ing. And the theeues which ſtole away i, Cheſt, were conderaned $0 pay « 


great ſumme of money. 5 I'S 


' Thetenth Nouell. | 
wherein is declered,that ſometime by aduenturous eccident, rather then any 
reaſonable comprebenſuon, a man may eſcape out of manifoldperilles, bu 


eſpecially in oc currences of Lone, 
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FTER that the King had concluded his Nouell, there remained 
ofic now but Dzonexs to tell rhelaſt ; which himſelfe confeſfing, 

and the. Kirig commaunding him to proceede , hee beganne in thi: 
manner. So rtiaty miſcrics of vnfottunare Love, as all of you haue 


alrcady related, hath not oncly ſwolne your eyes with weeping, bur 
| Gg 2 alſo 
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alſo made ficke our hearts with ſighing : yea (Gracious Ladies) I my 
ſelfe finde my ſpirits not meanly atflited thereby. Wherefore-the whole 
day ha:b benevery irkeſome to mez.andI am not a little glad, that it is fo 
neerc ending, + Now, forthe betterſhutring ic vpalrogerher, I would be 
very loath to make an addition, of any more ſuch {ad and mournfu!l mart» 
ter, good for nothing bur onely to feede melancholly humor, and from 
which (I hope) my faire Starres will defend me, Tragicall diſcourſe, thou 
art no fit companion for me, I will therefore teport a Novell which may 
miniſter a morc joviall kinde of argument, vnto whoſe Tales tharmuſt be 
told to morrow, and with the expitation of our preſent Kings reigne, to 
tid vs ofaltheart-greevinghercafter, _ 

Know then (moſt gracious aſſembly) rhar it is not many yeeres fince, 
when there liued in Sz/erze, a very famous Phyſitian, named Signieur 
M41z.20 dells Montegna,who being already well entred into yeeres, would 
(neuertheleſſe) marrie with a beautifull young Mayden of the City, 
beſtowing rich garments, gaudie attyres, Ringes, and Iewclles on her, 
ſuch as few Women elle could any way equall, becauſe hee loued her 
moſt deerely, Yet beipg an aged man, and neuer remembring, how 
vaine and idle a thing it is, for age to make ſuch an vnfirting Eleftion, 
iniurious to both , and therefore endangering that domeſticke agree- 
ment, which ought to be the ſole and maine comfort of Marriage : 1t 
maketh me therefore to mildoubrt, that as in our former Tale of Signi- 
our Riccrarda de Cratiea, fome dayes of the Calender did here ſceme 
as diſtaſtefull, as thoſe that occaſioned the other Womans,diſcontent- 
ment. Infuch vnequall choyſes, Parents commonty are more blame- 
woorthy,; then any imputation, to bee layde on the young VVomen, 
who gladdely would enioy ſuch as in heart they have eleted : but thar 
their Paretits, looking through rhe glaſſe of greedic Jucre, doe oucr- 
throw both their owne hopes,and the faire fortunes of their ch1}dren to- 
ecther, 

Yetto ſpeake vprightly of this young tnarried Wife, ſhe declared her 
{c}te tobe of a wile and chearfull ſpirit, not diſcoraged with her vncqua- 
litie of marriage : but bearing all with a comcnted browe, for tcarc of 
vrging the very leaſt miſlike in her Husband. And he, on the other fide, 
when occaſtons did not call him to viſite his Patients, or to be preſent at 
the Colledge among his fellow-DoQRours, would alwayes bec chearing 
and comforting his Witc, as one that could hardly affoord to be out of 
h-r company. There is one eſpeciall fatall misfortune,which commonly 
awaitcth on olde mens marriages ; when freezing December will match 
with flouriſhing May,& greene deſires appeare inage, beyond all poſſibi- 
lity of performance. Nor are there wanting good ſtore of wanton Gal- 
lants, who hatingto ſee Beauty inthis manner betrayed, androthe cm- 
braccs of a loathed bed, will make their folly ſcene in publike appearance, 
and by their daily proffers of amorous ſcruices (leeming compaſhonate 


ot the womans diſaſter) axe vſually the cauſc of. icalous ſuſpitions,and ve- 
ry heinous houlhold diſcontentments. 
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Among diuers other, that taine would be aibliag at this bayte of 


beautie,there was one, named Ruggrero de Jeroly, of honourable paren- 
tage, but yet of ſuch a beboſhed and diſordered life, as neither Kindted 
or Friends,were willing to take any knowledge of him, but vtterly gaue 
him ouer to his difſolute courſes : ſo that, throughout all Slere, his 
conditions cauſed his general! contempt, and he accounted no better 
but euen as a theeuing and lewde company. The Do@ours Wife, 
had a Chamber-maide attending on her z who, notwithſtanding all the 
vely deformities in Rugg/ero, regarding more his perſon then his imper- 
fcfions (becauſe he was a compleate and well-fteatured youth) beſto- 
wed her affeion moſt entirely on him, and oftentimes did ſupplic his 
wants,with her owne beſt meanes. 

Ruggiero having this benefite of the Maides kinde love to him, made ie 
an hopcfull monnting Ladder, whereby to deriuc ſome goo liking from 
the Miſtreſſe, preſuming rather on his outward comely parts, then any 
other honeſt qualitic that might commend him. The Miſtreſſe knowing 
what choiſe her Maide had made, and ynable by any pr1{wafions to re- 
mooue her, tooke knowledge of Repggrerees priuate reſorting to her houſe, 
and in meere loue to her Maide(who had very many eſpeciall deſcruings 
in her) oftentimes ſhe would (in kinds manner) rebuke him, and aduile 
him to a more ſettled courſe of life which counſell;that it might take the 
better eff:& , ſhe graced with liberall gifts: one while with Golde,others 
with Siluer, and often with garments, for his comelicr acceſle thither « 
which bounty, he(likea lewde miſtaker) interpreted as aſſurances ot her 
affection to him,and that he was more gracefull in her eyc, then any man 
elle could be. 

In thecontinuance of theſe proceedings, it cameto paſſe, that Maſter 
DoQtor Mazzeo (being not onely a moſt expert Phyſitian, but likewiſe 
as Skilfull in Chirurgerie beſide) had a Parient in cure, who by great 
misfortune, had one of his legges broken all in pieces; which ſome wea- 
ker iudgement having formerly dealt withall, the bones and fincewes were 
become ſo fowly purrified, as he tolde the parties friends, that the legge 
muſt be quite cut off, or clſe the Patient muſt needes dye 7 yer he inten- 
dcd ſo to order the matter, that the peri!l ſhould proceede no further, 
to prejudice any other part of the body. The caſe becing thus re- 
lolued on with the Pacient and his Friends, the day and time was ap- 
pointed when the deede ſhould be done : and the DoRor conccuuing, 
that except the Patient were fleepily entranced, be could not by any 
meanes endure the paine, but muſt needs hinder whar he means to do ; 
by diftillation he made fuch an artificiall Warer, as (after the Patient 
hath recciued'it) it will procurea kindeof a deadflecpe, and endure fo 


long a ſpace,as neceſlity requireththevſe there of, in full performance of 


the worke, 

| Aﬀeer he had made this ſlcepy water, he puticinto a glaſſe, wherewith 

it wasfilled (almoſt) vp tothe brimme, andrillthe time came when he 

(hould vſe it, h2e ſer it in his owne Chamber-Window, neucr Ac- 
Gg 3 . quain- 
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quainting any one,to what purpole he had prouided the water,nor whar 
was his reaſon of (crting it there ; when it drew towards the evening,and 
he was returned home trom his pacients, a Meſſenger brought him Let- 
ters from Malfy, concerning a great conflit happening there betweene 
two Noble Families, wherein diuers were very dangerouſly wounded oh 
either ſide, & without his ſpeedy repairing thitherit would proue to the 
lofſe of many lives, Hereupon, the cure of the mans leg muſt needs be 
prolonged, vntill he was returned backe againe, in regard that many of 
the wounded perſons were his worthy tricads, and liberall bounty was 
there to be expedted, which made him preſecatly go aboord a ſmall 

Barke,and forthwith ſet away towards Malfy, 
This abſence of Maſter DoCtor Mazzeo, gaue opportunity to aduen- 
turous kuggrero,to Vifte his houſe ſhe being gone) in hope toget more 
Crownes, and curtific from the Miſtrciſe, vnder formall colour of 
courtins the Maide» And being cloſely admitted intothe houſe, when 
diucrs Neighbours were 1n conference with her Miſtrefle, and held her 
with much pleaſing difcourſe,as required longer time then was expected: 
the Maide, had no other roome to conceale Ruggzeroin, but onely the 
| bed Chamber of her Maſter, where ſhe lockt him inzbecauſe none of the 
houſho!d people ſhould defcry him, - and ſtayed attending on her Miſtris, 
till all the Gueſts rooke their leaue,and were gone, Ruggrero thus remay- 
ing alone in the Chamber,for the ſpace of three long houres and more 
was ailitced neither by Maide nor Miſtris,but awaited when he ſhould be 

ſer at liberty. | 9 
N ow,whether fceding on ſalt meatcs bcfore his coming thither,or cu- 
ſtomary vie of drinking,which maketh men vnable any long while to ab- 
ſtaine as being neuer ſarished with exceſſe;which of theſe two extreames * 
they were,[ know not : but drinkeneeds he muſt. And,having no other 
mean*s for quenching tis thirſt,eſpied the glafle of water ſtanding in the 
VWindow,and thinking it to be ſome ſoucratene kinde of water, referued 
by the Door tor his owne drinking,to make him luſty inhis old yeeres, 
he rooke the glaſſe ; and finding the water pleaſing tohis pallate, dranke 
it ofFcucry drop then fitting downe on a Coffcr by the beds fide, ſoone 
after he tell into a ſound {lecepe, according to the powerfull working of 

the waters | 

Noſooner were. all the Neighbours gone, and the Maide at liberty 
from her Miſtrefſc,but valockingthe doore, into the Chamber ſhe went; 
and finding &»ggzero fitting faſt atlcepe, ſhe began to hunch and punche 
him, entrearing him(foftly) toawak=: but all was to no purpoſe, for he 
ne:rher moued, or an{ivered one word;whereat her paticnce being ſome- 
what prouoked, the punched him more rudely,and angerly ſaide : Awake 
tor thime thou drowlie dullard,aud it thou be ſodefirous of ſleeping, get 
thee home to thine owne lodging, becaule thou art not allowed to flcepe 
here. ®a7grero beingthus rudely punched, fcll trom off che Coffer flat 
on the graund, appearing no other in all reſpe&s, then as if he were a 
dead bodv. Whereatthe Maide being teartully amazed, plucking __ 
y 
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by the noſe and young beard,and whar elſe (hz could deuiſeto do,yet all 
her labour prouing (Hill in vaine: ſhe was almoſt beſide her wirs,ſtam ping 
and rauing all about the roome, as it ſenſc and reaſon had forſaken her ;- 
ſo violent was her extreame diſtraQion. 
Vpon the heating ofthis noiſe, her Miſtriscame ſodaincly intothe 
Chamber,where 7 affrighted art ſo ſtrange an accident, and ſuſpec- 
ting that Ruggiero was dead indeed: ſhe pinched him ſtrongly,and burnt 
his finger witha candle,yet all was as fruiteleſſ= as before. Then fitting 
downe;he Ergan to conſider aduiſedly with her {e)fe,how much her ho- 
nour and reputation would be endangered hereby, both with her Huſ- 
band, andin vulgar opinion whenthis ſhould come to publike notice. 
For(quoth ſhe to her Maide)itis not thy fond loue to this vnruly fellow 
that ca;a (way the cenſure of the monſter multitude, in beleeuiog bis ac- 
cellc hither onely to thee: but my good name, and honeſt repute, as yet 
vntoucht withthe very leaſt taxation, will be rackt on the tenter of infa- 
mous 1udgemenr, and (though ncuer ſo cleare) branded with general! 
condemnation. Irs wiledome therefore, that we ſhould make no noiſe 
but(in cilence)confider with our felues, how to cleare the houſe of this 
dead body, by ſome ſuch helpfull and witty 'deuice, as when it ſhall be 
found inthe morning,his being here may paſſe without ſuſpition,and the 
worlds raſh opinion no way touch vs. 

Weeping and lamenting is now laid afide, and all hope in them of his 
liucs reſtoring: onely to rid his body out of the houſe, that now requires 
their care ah cunning : whereupon the Maide thus began. Miſtreſſe 
(quoth ſhe) this cuening,alchough it was very late, at our next Neigh- 
bours doore(who you know is a Toyner by his trade) I ſaw agreat Cheſt 
ſtand; and,as it feemeth, fora publike ſale, becauſe two or three nights 
ro2cther, it hath not bene thence remoued : and if the owner hane not 
lockt it, all inuention elſe cannot furniſh vs with the like helpe.For there- 
in will we lay his body,whereon I will beſtow two or thee wounds with 
my Kaite, and leauing him fo, our houſe can be no more ſuſpeed con- 
cerning his being here, then any other in the ſtreete beſide , nay rather 
farce Iefſe,in regard of your husbands credite and authoriry, Morcouer, 
hereof am certaine,thathe being of ſuch bad and diſordered qualities: 
1: will the morelikely be naniaatide he was ſlaine by ſome of his own 
looſe companions,being withthetn about ſome pilfering buſines,and at- 
terward hid his body inthe cheſt,it ſtanding ſo firly tor the purpole,and 
darke night alſo fauouring the deed. | | | 
| The Maids counſcll paſt vnder the ſeale of allowance,only her Miſtris 
thought ir not conucnient, that, (hauing affected him ſo deerely) ſhe 
ſhould mangle his body with any wounds; bur rather to let it be gathetcd 
by more likely-hood,that villaines had ſtrangled him,andthen conueyed 
his body into the Cheſt. Away ſhe ſends the Maide, toſee whether the 
Chelt ſtood there ſtill, or nozas indeede it did, and vnlockr,whereof they 
were not a little ioyfull, By the helpe of her Miſtreſſe, the Maide rooke 
£uggiero ypon her ſhoulders,and bringing hum tothe doore, with dilli- 
gent 
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dilligeat reſpe& that no one coulddiſcouer them, inthe Cheſt they laide 
him, and fo there left him, cloſing dowae the Jidde according as they 
found it. 

In the ſame ſtreete,and not farre from the Ioyner,dwelt two yong men 
who were Lombards, iiuing vpon the intereſt of their OO NOETY 
to get much,and to ſpend little. They hauing obſerucd where the Che 
ſtood, and wanting a neceſſary mooueable to houſhold, yer loath to lay 
out money for buying it : complotred together this very night, to ſteale it 
thence,and carry it home to their houſe, as accordingly they did ; finding 
it (omewhat heauy,and therefore imagining, that matter of woorth was 
contained therein. In the Chamber where their wines lay,they left it , and 
ſo without any further ſcarch till the next morning,they laid them downe 
ro reſt likewile, 

Ruggiero, who had now flept a long whule,the drinke being dipeſted,and 
the vertue ehercof fully conſummated;began to awake before day. And 
although his naturall ſleepe was broken,and his ſenſes had recouered their 
former power, yet notwithſtanding, there remained ſuch an aſtoniſh- 
ment io bis braine,as not onely did atflift him all the day following, bur 
alſo diners dayes and nightsafterward. Hauing his eyes wide open,6: yet 
not diſcerning any thing, he ſtretched forth his armes euery where about 
him,and finding himſclte co be encloſed in the Cheſthe grew more broad 
awake,and ſaid to hirnſelfe. What is this £ Wheream ? Do I wake or 
f1 epe? Full well I remember, that not lang ſince I was in my ſweet-hearts 
Chamber,and now (me thinkes) I an mewedvpin a Cheſt. VV hat ſhould 
I thinke hereof ? Is Maſter Door returaed home, or hath ſome other 
inconuenicnce happned, whereby finding me afleepe,ſhe was enforced ro 
hide me thus? Surely it is ſo, and otherwiſe it cannot be : wherefore, it 
15 beſt for mc to lye ſtill, and liſten when I can heare any talking in the 
Chamber, 

Continuing thug a longer while then otherwiſe he would hauc done, 
becaule his lying in the bare Cheſt was ſomewhat vneafic and painfull to 
him ; turning diuers times onthe one {1de,and then as often againe on the 
other,couering ſtill for eaſe,yet could not finde any :ar length, hethruſt his 
backe fo ſtrongly againſt the Cheſts fide, that (it ſtanding on anvn-cucn 
ground)ir beganto totter,and after fell downe. In which fall, it made ſo 
louda noiſe, asthe women (lying inthe beds ſtanding by ) awaked, and 
were {0 ouercome with feare, that they had not the power to ſpeake one 
word. Rnggieroallo being affrighted with the Cheſts fall, and percciuing 
how by that mcancs it was become open;he thought it better, leaſt ſome 
other {iniſtcr fortune ſhould befall him, to be at open liberty, then inclo- 
led vp fo ſtrictly. And becauſe he knew not where he was,as alſo hoping 
to mcete with his Miſtrefſe ; he went all about groping inthe darke, to 
finde cither ſome ſtaires ordoore,whereby toget forth. 

VV henthe Women (being then awake) heard his trampling, as al- 
{o his iuſtling againſt the doores and windowes , they demaunded, 
Who was there ? Ruggiero, not knowing their voyces, magethem no 


20{wer, 


- —  — @— 


g0uerned by Philoſtratus. 157 
anſwer ;;wherefore they calledto their husbands, who lay very ſoundly RET 
ſleeping by them, by reaſon of their ſo late walking abroad, and therefore 
heard notthis noiſe inthe houſe; [This madethe Women much more ti. 
morous,and therefore riſing out of their beddes, they opened the Cafe. 
ment towardsthe ſtreete, crying out aloude, ' Theeues, Theenes. The 
neighbours aroſe vpon thisoutcry, running vp and downe from placeto 
place, ſome engirting the houſe, and others entering intoit : by means of 
which troubleſomenoiſe, the two Lombards awaked, and ſeizing there 
vpon poore Ruggiero, (who was well.neere affrighted our of his wittes, 
arſo ſtrange an accident, and his owne ignorance, how he happened thi- 
ther, and how to eſcape from them) he ſtood gazing on theta without a- 
ny an{wer, 

By this time, the Sergeants and othcr Officers of the. City, ordinarily 
attending on the Magiſtrate, being raiſed by the tumulr ob this vproare, 
were come into the houſe, and had poore &#22zero commurted vnto their 
charge : who bringing him before the Gouernor, was forthwith calledin 
queſtion, and knownto be of a moſt wickedlite,a ſhame to all his friends 
and kindred, He could ſay little for himſelfe,neuer denying bis taking in 
the houſe, and therefore dcfiring to finiſh all his fortunes rogether, deſpe« 
rately confeſſed, thar he came witha fellonious intent to rob them, and 
the Gouernor gauc him ſentence tobe hanged, 

Soone were the newes (pread throughout Saferne ; that Ruggiero was 
apprehended, about robbing the houſe of the two viuring Lombardes : 
which when Miſtrefſe Doctor and her Chamber-maide heard, they were 
confounded with moſt ſtrange admiration, - and ſcarſcly credited what En 
they themſelues had done the night before, but rather imagined all mar. 
ters p:ſt, ro be no more then meerely a dreame, concerning Ruggteroes 
dying in the houſe, and their putting him into the Cheſt, 1o that by no 
likely or poſſible meanes, he could be the manin this perilous extrea- 
mitie. 

in a ſhort while after, Maſter Doftor Mazzro was returned from 1al- 
fi, to proceede in his cure of rhe poore mans legge ; and calling tor his 
glaſſe of YVater, which he left ſtanding in his owne Chamber window, 
it was found quiteempty, and nota drop init : whereat he raged fo ex- 
treamly, as neucr hadthe like impatience bene notedin him, His wife, 
and her Maide, who had another kinde of buſineſle in their braine, about 
adead man ſo ſtrangely come tolite againe, knew not well what to ſay ; 
but atthe laſt, his Wit: thus replyed ſomewhat angerly. Sir(quorh ſhe) 
whar acoyleis here about a paltry glaſſe of Water, which perhaps hath 
bene ſpilt,yer neyther of vs faulty therein f Ts there no more ſuch water to 
be had in the world 2. Alas deere Wife ({aide he) you might repute it to 
bea common kinde of Water, burindced it wasnor ſo; for 1 did pur- 
poſcly compound it, onely to procure a dead-ſecming ſleepe : And ſo 
—_ the whole matter ar large, of the Pacients lepge, and his Waters 
aQite, 


When ſhe had heard theſe words'of her hasband, preſently ſhe con- 
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ceiued, that the water was drunke offvy Reggrero, which had fo; flcepily 
entranced his ſences, as they verily thought him to be dead, wheretore 
ſhe faide. Belecue me Sir, you neuer acquainted vs with anyfuch mat- 
ter, which would haue procured morecarctull reipedt of of it : bur ſeeing 
ieis gone, your Skill extendeth to make more, for now there 1s no other 
remedy. While thus Maſter Deftor and his Wife were conferringto» 
oether,the Maide went ſpeedily intothe City, to vaderſtand truly, whi- 
ther the condemned man was Rnuggiero,and what would now become of 
him. Being returned home againe, "and alone with her Miſtrefle inthe 
Chamber,thus the ſpake, Now truſt me Miſtrefſe, not one in the City 
ſpeaketh well of Ruggiero, who is the man condemned to dye ; and, for 
ought I can perceiuc,he hath neither Kinſman nor Fricnd that will doe a+ 
ny thing tor him ; but heis left with the Prouoſt, and muſt be exceuted to 
morrow morning. Morcouer Miſtrefle, by ſuch inſtruftions as I haue 
receiued, I can well-neere informe you, by what meancs he came to the 
ewo Lombards houſe,if all betrue that I hauc heard: 

You know the loyner before whoſe doorethe Cheſt ſtoode, whetein 
wedid put Ruggiero, there is now a contention betweene him and ano» 
ther man,to whom(ir ſeemerh) the Cheſt doth belong 3 in regard wheres 
of, they are ready to quarell extreamly each with othcr. For the one 
owing the Chelt,and truſting the Toyner toſcll it for him,would haue him 
ro pay him for the Cheſt, The Ioyner denteth any ſale thereof, auouch- 
ing, that the laſt night it was ſtolae from his doore. VVhich the other 
mancontrarying, maintaineth that he ſolde the Cheſt tothe two Low- 
bard v(urers,as himſclfe is able ro afhime, bccaule he found itinthe houſe, 
when he (bcing preſent arthe apprehenſion of Rugerero) ſawe ittherein 
the ſame houſe. Hereupon, the Toyner gaue him the lye, becauſe he ne- 
uer ſold irtoany man; but if it were there,they had robd him of ir, as he 
would make it manifeſt to their faces. Then talling into clamerous {peeches 
they went together tothe Zombarades houſe, eucn as I returned home, 
Wherefore Miſtreſle,as you may eaſily perceiue, Ruggiero was(queſtion- 
leiſe)carries thicher inthe Cheſt,and fo there found ; but how he revived 
apainc,l cannot comprehend. 

The Miſtrefſe vaderitanding now apparantly,the full effe& of the 
whole buſinefle, and in what mannerit had bene carried, revealed to the 
Maide her husbands ſpeeches, concerniog the glaſſeof fleepic Water, 
which was the onely engine of all this trouble, clearly acquitting Ruggiero 
ot the robbery, howſocuer (in deſparate fury, and romake an end of a 
life focontemptible)be had wrongfully accuſed himſelſe. And notwith- 
ſtanding this his hard fortune, which hath made him much more infa- 
mous then before, in allthe diffolute behaviour of his life : , yer it could 
not quaile her affeEtion towards him , bur being loath he ſhould dye for 
lome other mans offence, and hoping his turure reformation; ſhe tell on 
her knets before her Miſtreſſe,and(Gowned in her teares) moſt carneſt- 
ly entreated her,to aduiſe her with ſome ſuch happy courſe, as might be 
the ſatety of poore Zuggierees life, Miltrefſe Doctor, afteRing her Maide 


dearly, 
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dearcly,any plaincly percetuing, thatnodiſaſtrons torwune whatſpener, 
could alter her loue to condemacd Ruggzers ; hoping the beſt hereatrer, 
as the Maide her felfe did, and willing to ſaue life rather then ſuffer ir to 
be loſt wichouriuſt cauſe, ſhedirc&ed her in ſuch diſcreet thanner, as yau; 
will better conceiue bythe ſucceſle, 99179d 221199991 4: | 
According asſhe was inftruttedby her Miſtreſſe, ſhe fell at the feere of 
Maſter Door, defiring him to pardon agreaterror, whereby ſhe had 
ouer-much offended him; As how? (aid Maſter Door. /: In this manner 
fquoththe Maide)and thus proceeded. Youare not ignoram Sir, what a 
lewde liver Ruggiero ae leroy is,and notwithſtandingallhis irbperteRions; 
how deerely [our him, as he proteftcth the like:ro me, and this hath 
ous louc continued a yeere, 2nd more, Youbeinggone ro-Ma/f, and 
your abſence granting me apr opportunity, for conference with ſo kinde 
2 friend; I made the bolder,and gaue him cncrance into your houſe; yez 
euen into mine owne Chamber, yer tree fromany abuſe, neither did he 
(bad thoughhe bc) off-r any. Thirſty he was before his comming thither, 
cither by ſale meat, or diltempercd dier, and 1 bcing vnablero ferch him 
wine or water, by reaſons my Miſtreſſe ſat in the Hall, ſeriouſly talki 
with her Siſters;remembred,thar I ſaw avioll of Water ſtanding in your 
Chamber Window, which he drinking quite off, I ſer it cmpty in the 
place agairie, 1 haue heard yourdiſcontentment for the ſaid Water,and 
confc{lc my fault to youthercin : but who liueth ſo iuſtly, without offeg- 
ding at one time or other ? And Iam heartily ſory for my tranſgreſſion, 
yetnot ſo much for the water, asthe hard forrune that bath followed 
thereon;becauſe thereby Kuggrero is in danger to loſe lis life, and all my 
hopes are veterly loſt.Ler me entreat you thercfore(gentle Maſter)firſtto 
pardon me,and then ro grant me permiſſion, to lucconr my poore cons 
dcmned fricnd,by all the beſt meanes Icandeviſe. 

When the D>Ror had heard all her diſcourſe, angry though he were, 
yet thus he anſwered with a ſmil-. Much berter had ut bin,if thy follies 
puniſhment bad falne on thy ſelfe,rhat ir might haue paide thee with de- 
ſerued repentance,vpon thy Miſtr: ſſes finding thee {1 eping. Burgo and 
get his deliverance if thou canſt,with this caution, rh-t if euer hereafrer 
he be ſ-ene in my houſe, the pcrill chereof ſhall ghc on thy f{clfe. Recei. 
ying this anſwer, for her firſt entrance intothe attempt, and as her Mi. 
ſtreſſe hadaduiſed her,in all haſt ſhe went tothe priſon, where (he-pre- 
uziled ſo well with the Iaylor, that hee granted her priuate conference 
with R&whorero. She having inſtruted him what he ſhould ſay ro the Pro- 
uot, ifhe hadany purpoſe to eſcape with life, wear thither before humro 
the Provoſt, who admitting her into his preſence,and knowing that ſhee 
was Maſter Do&tors Maid,a man efpeciilly refpeted of all the Ciry, he 
was the more willing to hearc her mcſſage, he imagining that ſhee was 
fcnt by her Maſter. | 

Sir(quoth (hee) you haue apprehended Ruggeero de Zervly, as atheefe, 
and iudoement of death is(as | hrare Jpronounced againſt him : but hee 
s wrongfully accuſed, & is clearly innocent of ſuch a a” - 
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Sventring intorhe Hiftory, ſhe declared cuery circumſtance, from the 
originall ro the end : relating truly, char being /her Louer, ſhee brought 
him into her Maſters hooſe,where he dranke the compounded {cepy wa- 
ter,aru] reputed for dead,ſhe laide him in the Cheſt: Atterwatd, ſhe re» 
hearſed the ſpeeches berweene the Ioyner, and himthart Jaide claime to 
the Cheſt,giving him to ynderſtandthereby, how Ragg/ero was taken in 
the Lombard houle. L:2q 02 mf gnimt2t of / 
The Prouoſt preſently gathering, that thetruth in this caſe was eafte 
ro be knowne3 ſent firſt for Maſter. DoGor Hazzev, to knowgwhither he 
compoundedany ſuch watcr,or no: which he aftrmed to betrut, 'and 
vpon what occa{ton he prepared it..' Then the Ioyner, the owner of the 
Cheſt, and the two Lowbards,being ſeucrally queſtioned withall. : it gp- 
earcd euidently, thatthe Lombaras did ſteale the Cheſt inthe-night ſca- 
wn carried it home to their owne houſe. In the end,Ruggye7o being 
brought from the priſon,and demanded, where he was lodged the night 
before, made anſwer ,that he knew not where.Onely he wellremcmbredz 
that bearing affection to the Chamber+maide of Maſter Doftor Mazzes 
della Montagna,ſhe brought him into a Chamber, where a yioll of wates 
ſtoode in the Window,and he being cxrreamly thirſty, dranke it off all, 
But what became of him afterward (ill being awake, he found himlſclfe 
encloſed in a Cheſt,and in the houſe of the two Lombards) he could not 
lay any thing. w' Jo 
When the Prouoſt had heard all their anſwers, which he cauſed them 
co repeate Ouer diuers times, in regard they, were very plealing to him: he 
cleared Kuggrero from the crime umpoſed on him, ' and condemned the 
Lombaras 1n three hundred Ducares, tobe giuento Ruggrere in way of 
an amends,and to enable his marriage with the Doors Mayde, whole 
conſtancie was much commended, and wrought ſuch a miracte on peni- 
tent Ruggiero, thar after his marriage, which was graced with great and 
honourable pompe, he regained tht intimate loue of all his kindred, and 
lied; in moſt Noble condition, cuen &5'it he had neucr bene any diſorde= 
red mans 
If the former Noucls had madeall the Ladies fad and ſighe, this laſt 
of Dconews as much delighted them,as reſtoring them to their former i0- 
cond humor,and baniſhing Tragicall diſcourſe ſor euer. The King per- 
cciuing that the Sun was neere ſetting, and his gouernmentr as neere cn- 
ding,with many kinde and courtcous ſpeeches, excuſed himfelfe rothe 
Ladies, tor being the motive of ſuch an argument, as expreſſed the infe- 
liciry ot poore Louers. And hauing finiſhed his excule, vp he roſe,ta+ 
king the Crown of Lawrell from off his owne head,the Ladies awaiting 
oh whoſe head he pleaſed next to ſet ir,which proud to be the gracious 
Lady Fjammetza,and thus he ſpake, Here [ place this Crowne on her 
head, that knoweth better then any other, how to comfort this faire af- 
tembly ro.morrow, for the ſorrow which they haue this day endurcd. 
Madame Fiammeets, whoſe lockes of haire were curled, long, and like 
goldcn wiers,hanging ſomewhat downe oucr her white & delicate ſhoul- 


ders 
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ders, het vilage round, wherein the Damaske' Roſe and Lilly contended © - 
tor priority, the eyes in her head, "reſembling choſe af tche Faulcon meſ. 
ſenger, andada*nty mouth ; herlippes looking liketwolictleRubyes, 
witha commendable ſmilethusſhe replyed. 

Phileſiratus, gladly I do accept yourgitry, and totheend that ye may 
the betrer remember your ſclfe,. concerning what you have done hither. 
to: Iwill and command, that generall preparatian be'made againſt to 
morrow, for faite and happy tortuncs hapning to Lovers, after former 
cruelland vakinde accidents, Which propoſition was very plealing ro 
them all. \ \ 468 \ 

Then calling for the Maſter of the Honſhols, and taking order with 
him, what was moſt necdfullreo-bedone 4the gave leauevnto the whole 
company(who were all rifen}to go recreatethemſelucs vnrill ſupper time. 
Some of them walked aboutthe'Garden, the beauty whereot baniſhed 
the leaſt thought of wearinefſe. Ochers walked by the Kiner'to the Mill, 
which wasnct farre off;and the reſt fell to exerciſes, fittingtheir owne fan. 
cies, vntill they heard the tiummons tor -Supper: + Hard by the goodly 
Fountaine {according to their wonted manner) they ſupped altogether, 
and were ſcrucd to their no meane contentment: but being riſcn from the 
Table,they fell to their delighr of ſinging and dancing. While Ph//oe- 
74 1cd the dance,the Queentſpakeinehis mauner. 

Philoſtratws, I intend notrd varie from.thoſe courſes heretofore ob- 
ſcrucd by my predeceſſors,bur cucn gs they haue already done, fo it is my. 
authority,to command a Song; » And becauſe I am well afſured,that you 
are not vafurniſhed of Songs anſwerabie ro the quality of the paſſed No- 
uels: my deſire is, in regard we would not betroubled hcreafter, with any 
more diſcourſes of vntortunare Loue, that you ſhall finga Song agreeing 
with your owne Ciſpoſition. Phzloſtratus. made anſwer, that hee was 
ready to ac#ompliſh her command, and without all further ccremony, 


thus he began, 


The Song. 


Chorus. Ady teares av plainly prout, 
How iu{ly that poore heart hath cauſe to greene, 


which (under truſt) findes Treaſon in his Lowe. 


v Hen firſt I ſaw her, that naw makes me figh, 
Diſtru/t did neuer enter in my thoughts, 

So many vertues clearly ſhin'd in her, 

That 1eſtcemi'd all martyrdome was light 

Which Lone could lay 0n me, Nor did I greene, 
Although 1 found my liberty was loft. 

But n0W mine error 1 do plainly fee : 

Not without ſorrow, thus betray a to bee. 


My teares do,&c, 
H h For, 


Nouellto. 
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For heing left by baſeſt treachery 

Of her is whom 1 od repoſed truſt : 

1 then could ſee apparant flatterie 

11 all the faireſt ſhewes that ſhe did make. 
But when 1 ſtroue to ger forth of the (nare, 
I found my ſelfe the further plunged in. 
For I beheld another in my place, 


And 1 caſt off, with manifeſt diſgrace My,Qvt. 


Then felt my heart ſuch hels of heauy woes, 
Not wtterable. Icurſt the day ana houre 
When firſt 1 ſaw her loacly countenance, 
Enricht with beautie,farre beyond all other: &; 
which ſet my ſoule on fire jou pane each part, 
Making a martyr dome of my poore bart. 
My faithand hope being baſely thus betrayae z 
l aurft not moour #0 ſpeake Iwas affrayde. 
My teares doggy, 


T hou canſi(thou power full God of Loue) perceiwe, 

My ceaſſeleſſe ſorrow guoyae of any comfort : 

I make my moane to thee, and ao not fable, 

Deſiring $hat to eud my miſery, 

Death may come ſpeedily,and with his Dart 

with one flerce ſtroke quite paſsing through my beart * 

T0 cut off fut ure fell contenaing ſtrife, 

An happy end be made of Lowe and Life, 
My teares do,erc. 


No other meanes of comfort doth remaine. 
To eaſe me of ſuch ſharpe afflitions, 
But onely death. Grant then that 1 may aje. 
To finiſh greefe and life in one bleſt houre. 
For, being bereft of any future ioyes, 
Come take me pony fromſa falſea friend, 
ret is wry death let thy great power approne, 
That 1 died trut,and conſtant in my Lout. 
My teares ds,cyc, 


Happy ſhall 1 account this fighing Song, 

If ſome (beſide my felfe)ap learne to ſung :t, 
Av4d ſo conſider of my miſeries, 

As may incite them to lament my wrongs, 
And to be warned by my wretched face ; 
Leafl(like my ſelfe) myo do figh too late, 
Learne Louerslearne what tis tobe wninſt, 
Ana be betrayed where you repoſe beſt rruſt, 
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The words containcd in this Song,did maniſcſtly declare, whar ror. 
turing afflictons poore Phileſtratus Bir and more / ES had idde 
perceiued bythe Jookes of the Lady whom he ſpake of, being then pre- 
{cnt inthe dance; if theſodaine enſuing darknefle had not hid the crim.- 

Ton bluſh, which mounted vp into her face. Butthe Song being ended 
and diuers other beſide, laſting till the houre of reſt drew on ; by com- 
mand of the Queene,they all repaired to their Chambers. | 


THE FIFT DAY. 


— 
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I hereon, all the Diſcourſes do paſſe onder the Go- 
uernement of the moſt Noble Lady Fiarametta : (oncerning 


ſach perſons, as haue bene ſucceſſefull in theiy Lone, after many hard and 
perillous misfortunes, 


The Induction. 


O W began the Sunne to dart foorth his golden 
11 beames, when Madam Frammetrta (1ncited by the 
Wl ſweete ſinging Birdes, which fince the breake of 
day, ſat merrily chanting on the trees)aroſe from 
her bed : as all the other Ladies likewiſe did, and 
-\l[ the three young Gentlemen deſcending downe 
into the fields, where they walkcd in a gentle pace 
| on the greene grafſe, vntill rhe Sunne were riſen 
—* alittle higher, On many pleaſant matters they 
conferred together,asthey walked in ſeucrall companies,rill arthe length 
the Quecne, finding the heate to colarge it ſelfe ſtrongly, returned backe 
tothe Caſtle ; where when they were all arriued, ſhe commanded, that 
after this mornings walking, their ſtomackes ſhould be refre (hed with 
wholſom Wines,as alſo divers forts of banquerting ſtuffe, Afterward, 
they all repaired into the Garden, not departing thence, vntillthe houre 
ot dinner was come : at which time, the Maſter of the houſhold, hauing 
prepared eucry thing in decent readinefle, after a ſolemne ſong was ſung, 
by order from the Queene,they were ſearcd at the Table. 

Vhen they had dincd,to their owneliking and contentment,they be- 
ban/in continuation of their former order )to exerciſe diuers dances,and 
afrerward voyces totheir inſtruments, and many Madrigals and 
Roundelayes. Vponthe finiſhing of theſe delights, the Queene gaue 
them leaue to take their reſt, when ſuch as were ſo minded,went to Ilcep, 
others ſolaced themſclues in the Gardene But after midday was ouerpaſt, 
they met (according totheir wonted manner) and as the Quecne had 
H h 2 com- 
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commanded.at the faire Fountaine ; where ſhe being in her ſeate 
royall, and caſting her eye vpon Pamphilis,the bad him begin the dayes 
diſcourſes,of happy ſucceſle in loue,aftcr diſaſtrous and troubleſome ac- 
cidents ; who yeelding thereto with humble reverence,rhus began. 
Many Nouels (gracious Ladies) do offer themſclues to my memory, - 
wherewith to beginne ſo pleaſant a day, as it is her Highneſle defire thar 
this ſhould be : among which plenty, I cſtecme one aboue all the reſt,be- 
cauſe you may comprehend thereby , not onely the fortunate concluſi- 
on,wherewith we intend to begin our day; but alſo, how mighty the for- 
c25 of Loue are, deſcruing to be both admired and renerenced. Albeir 
there are many,whoſcarſely knowing what they ſay,do condemne them 
with infinite groſſe imputarions : wah I purpoſe todiſprouc, and (I 
hope) to your no little pleaſing, | 


Chynon, by falling in Lone, became wiſe, and by force of Armes winning his 
faire Lady Iphigenia'on the Seas, was afterward impriſoned at Rhodes, Be- 
ing delinered by one named Lyſimachus,with him he reconered bis Iphige- 
nia 424ine,and faire Caſſandra,euen in the middeſt of their marriage.T 
fled with them into Canaye, where after they had married them, they were 
called home to thetr owne dwelling, 

| The firſt Nouell. 


eeg is appromed,that Loue (oftentimes) maketh a man both wiſe and w4- 
14nt | 


Ccording to the ancient Annales of the Cypriots, there ſometime li- 


wed inCypras, a Noble Gentleman, who was commonly called 4v#- 
ftippur,and exceedrd all other of the Country inthe code of Fortin | 


Diuers 
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Divers children he had, but (amongſt the reſt) a Sonne,in whoſe birth he = 
was more inforcunate then any ofthe reftzand continually greeued, in re- 
gard, that OCT COPE perfcctions of. » good torme, 
and manly parts, furpaſſing all other youths of his age or ſtature, yer bee 
wanted the'teall ornamentof the ſaule, reaſon 2nd iudgement; being (in- 
deed amecere [deoror Foole,) and no better hope tobe expeRted of him, 
His rue name, according as he receiued it by Baptiſme, was Ga/eſ#, bur 
becauſe neythcr by the laborious paines of his Tutors, indulgence, and 
faire endcuour of his parents, or ingenuity of any other, he covld not be 
brovghtto ciuility of life, vnderſtanding of Letters, or common carriage 
of a reaſonable creature ::by his groſſe and deformed kinde of ſpeech, his 
ualities alſo ſauouring rather of brutiſh breeding, then any way derived 
th manly education ; as an Epithiteof ſcorne and derifton, generally, 
they gauc him the name of Chynon,-:whichin their natiue Countrey lan. 
guage,and diuers other beſide, fignificth avery Sot or Foole, and ſo was 
he rermed by cuery one. 

This loſt kiade of life in him, was no meane burthen of greefe vnto his 
Noble Father,and all hope beingalready ſpent, of any future happy reco- 
ucry,he gaue command becauſe he would not alwaics haue ſucha ſor- 

row in his fight) thatheſhould liueat a Farme of his owne in a Country 

Village,among his Peazants and Plough-Swaines. Which was not any 
way diltaſtcfull to Chyron, but well agreed with his owne natuzall diſpoſi- 
tion , for their rurall qualities, and groſſe behautour pleaſed him beyond 
the Cities ciuility. Chyzon living thus at -his Fathers Countrey Village, 
exctciſing nothing elſe but rurall cemeanour, ſuch as then delighted him 
abouec all other : it chanced vpona'day about the houre of noone, as hee 
was walking ouer the ficlds, witha long ftaffe on his necke, which com- 
monly he vſed tocarry , heentred intoa ſmall thicket, reputed the good- 
lieſt in all thoſe quarters.and by reaſon it was then the month of May,the 
Trees had their leaues f4uely ſhot forth; 

When he had walked through the thicker,it cameto paſſe, that (cuen 
as good Fortune guided him) hee came into afaire Meadow, on cuery 
ſide engirt with Trees, andin one corner thereof ſtoode a goadly Foun- 
taine, whoſe current was both cooleandeleare. Hard by it, vpon the 
greene grafle, he cſpicd a very beautifull young Damoſell, ſeeming to be 
faſt aſlcepe,attiredin ſuch fige looſe as hidde very little of her 
white body : oncly from the girdle downward; ſhe ware a kirtle made 
cloſe yato her,of interwoucn delicatefilke, and at her fecre lay rwoother 
Damoſels (lceping, and a ſervant inthe ſame manner: No ſooner had 
Chynon fixed hiseye her, but he ſtood leaning vpon his ſtafle, and 

| viewcd her very aduiſedly, without ſpeaking a word,and in no meane ad- 
miration, asif he had neuer ſcene the forme of a woman before, He began 
chen to feele in his harſh rurall vnderſtanding (whereinto never rillnow, 
either by painfull inſtruRion, or all other good meancs vicd to him, any 
honeſt cjuiliry had power of impreſſion) a ſtrange kinde of humour to a- 
wake, which informed his GG thae this Damoſel) oy 
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thevery faireſt which eucr any living man beheld; 7 2 97 {i cu 
can rodiſtinguiſh-her parts, cormmendingtherrefies:ob her 
haire,whicty he imaginedro be ofgphd; her toccbead,noſe,mpurti; nicks, 
arthes;” bur \(abourall) herbrefts,appearing {as'yet) | buranelytoſbew 
rhemſelaes,like twolittle mountaines;/. Sothar;ota ficldehclowniſh tout, 
he would needs now<berome a tudge of beaury, wit 121 Pn inhis 
lovle; to'fee hereyes; which were veiled ouer with ſound tleepe, thavkeþt 
them faſt ericloſed together;' and onely to looke on theinz:| hee wiſhedba 
thouſand tines, tharſhewould'awake. ' Foryintiisiudpement, the cxceb 
t<d all the women that cuer he had 'ſrene,and donbred, whether ſhe wore 
ſbine Goddeſſe or no; ſoſtrangely was he meramorphoſed from folly, to 
a ſenfiblezpprehenfion;more thencommon; And fo: farredidchis ſodaine 
ktiowledge-in him extend 'tharhe:could conceiue of dinirie and celeſtial 
things,andthar they were moretobcadmired and renerenced,thenthoſe 
of humane or terrenecconfideration; whereforerthe more gladly he con» 
rented himfelfe,to tarry till ſhe awaked ot her owne accord. Andalthough 
the time of ſtay ſeemed rediousto him, yer notwithſtanding, he was 6ticr- 
come with ſuch extraordinary contentingnt,as he had nopowcr to depart 
chehce,but ſtood as if he had bin glucdfaſtro che ground; - TL 
Aftct ſome indifferent reſpicce'ot time, it chanced thar the young Das» 
moſel (who was named J/phizenit) awaked betore any of the other with 
her, and lifted vp her head, witty hebeyes wide open, ſhe ſaw Chynon 
ſtanding before her, leaning ſtill on hisftaffe ;'whereat matuailiog nora 
little, ſhe aide vnro him :; Chyzon, whicher wandereſt thou; or what Joſk 
thou ſceke for in this wood 2 Chynon, who not onely by hiscountenance 
but likewiſe his folly, Nobility of birth;and wealthy poſſcfhions ot his fas 
ther, was generally knowne throughout the Countrey, made no an{were 
2t all ro the demand of Iph7genza « but ſo foone as he beheld her eyes open; 
he began to obſerue them with a conſtant regerd, and being perſwaded in 
his ſoulc,that from them flowed ſuchan vnytterable ſingularity, as he had 
neuer telt ci} rhen- Which the yonng Gentlewoman well noting, ſhe be- 
91m to wax fearetull,leaſt theſe ſtedfaſt lookes of his, ſhould incite his ru- 
{ticiryto ſomeatrempr, which might redound to her diſhonour : where- 
forc awaking her womenand ſeruants, and they all being riſen, ſhe ſaide. 
Farewell Chyzen, I leauethec torhineowne good Fortune ; wherero hee 
preſently replyed, ſaying : I will go withyou: Now,although the Gen: 
tlewoman refuſed his cotnpany, as dreading ſome ate of inciuility from 
him:yer could thenot deviſe any way to be rid of him,till he had broughe 
her ro her owne dwelling, where taking leaue mannerly of her, he wen 
directly home to hzs Fathers houſe, faying : Nothing ſhould compell him 
t0.4luc any longer 10 the muddy 'Country., . And albcirhis Father was 
much offended hcreat,and all the reſt of his kindred and fricnds : (yer nor 
knowing how to helpeit) chey ſuffercd him rycontinue there ſtill, expe- 
cting che cauſe of this his ſo ſodaine alteration, from the courſe of life, 
winch comented him fo highly before. | 

Chynon being now bounded) rothe heart (where neuer any civil inftru- 

| ct10Nn, 
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Rioncould, 1d beforegerentrance) with loucs pierc ator ap bg by thebright 


beauty 0h iphigenta jnabbucd much adm earn og" douche 

ro Aran ended ined, aodalt SES 
he requeſted of his-Eathery;thathe 

hisother Brethren -whereto right 


tingthe cmpary in you oben eds God tele Andinge 
mecn,clpectally wc 
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fuſt' infiruction|of letrtrs;/ bur alſo NEE itfull;enen; 
them thatcyete beſk exorciſed m Ye! Aid dfierward; lone ro. 
phig olebelogets falonyorGon bit happy alataiod; meflewrip dat 


harſh and clowniſh voyce conuert it ſelfe more mil 


bur-alſo:hee 
cameaſingulat Muſttiariand + 5 


coult perfcRly play7on aoy inflrument; Be- 
ſide, hetooke delight irvehe ridingarid md bu mor and figs 


ding himfdfe of a ftrongandablebory;'hvotedifed all kinds of Milira> 
ry Diſciplines;as well by Seazzs onthelagid,.! Am;to be tixeefo,; becauſe] 
would notſecmetedidusinrhe ofalthisvenuch,: had he 
artained tothe fourth yeare; aftet hb was thus futnein loie;!'burbee be» 
came generally knowriep ad berhmaditciuiliwile, and worthy Gentle: 


man; aſwell, for all verrges enriching 1lie:mbide, /as'any whitforuer 'ws 
beautific the body,that very hardly he « could NE NIER 
whole kingdonie of Cypriecc - : 11 21 99291 

Whar ſhallwe ſay then cvinrdewEadies) concerni this © 
Surely norhingelle, batch choſe high and divine vertues, infuſed 
his gentle foule, were by enuious: e/bound and ſhitvp'in fone 
{mall angle of his intellc&; which being ſhaktn add ſet-ar liberty by loue, 
{as hauing a farre more porent power then Fortunein "_ ickning and re\ 
uiuing the dull drowſic 1 pirits z declared his mighty an ſoueraigne Aus 
thoriry, in ſercing free ſo many faire and precious vertues vniuſtly deray- 
ned,to letthe worlds eye behold them tru oly , by manifeſt reſtimony from 
whencc he can deliuerthoſe ſpirits lubiedtedto his power, and guid them 
(atterward)ro the higheſt degrees of honour. And alchough Chymaby at* 
tecting thbigenia, failed in ſome particular things 3 yct nocwlibitbgk 
bis Father Ar//#4ppus dady confidering, thac loue had made him a-rm 
whcreas (before he was no better then a beaſt : nor onely endured al wi 
ticntly, but alſo aduiſcd him therein, to rake ſuch courſes as beſt liked 
himſellt. -Nenerchcletſc,Chynon(who reuhrohraiefeay: which 
was bis rmarorall name indeed) remembring bigrbatrarined him 
Chynon aud'coueting (vnder iranley! ro ro rom iflucof his ho- 
neſt amorous defire: made many motions to C 


— 
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genia;thiar tie would be pleaſed to ler him enioy [99 inms {'' But Ci- 
phemrold-tiim, thar he had already paſſed his/ptomiſe for her, to a Gen- 
tlemanot Khodes, named Poſimondo, which proeniſe he teſgiouly inten: 
dedto poriorme. | 

The timebtingcome, which wiseonclided 6H for IpMtrrniaes math 
ge, in'regard char che afianced husband had ſent for her 7 Chy#9 thus 
com- 
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communcd with his owne thoughts. Now1s therime(quoth hc)to ler 
my diuine Miſtreſſe ſce, how truly and honourably'l doe affeft her, be- 
cauſe(by her) Iam become a man. Bur if Icould be poſſeſſed of her, 1 
ſhould grower more glorious, thenthe:common condition of amorrall 
man,and hanc her I will, orlooſc mylife in theaduegure,> Being thus 
reſolucd, he preuailed with diuers youpg Gentlemen his ng 
them of his fation, and fecterly prepared aShippe; furniſhed wirk all 
things for k Nauall fight;ſerting fodainly forthro' Sea, & lulling abroad 
in thoſe parts by which the ſhould paſſe, that muſt conucy /phipe- 
ni4to Khodes toher husband.' Afﬀetinſany honours done tothem, who 
were to tranſport her therice vnro Khades, being imbarked;they fer ſaile 
ypon theirBop aggro, it 5 4O!2 Dat MB. 
Chywon, whollept not ir a buſineſſe ſo earneſtly importing him,ſert on 
them(the day ology his Ship, and ing aloft on rhe decke, 
crycd out tothem that had thecharge of Jphigenias, ſaying. 'Serike your 
ſayles, orelſe determinie ts be ſunkeinrthe Sea. The enemies to Chyaen, 
being nothing danted with his words;prepared to ſtand vpontheir owne 
defence ; which made Chyzon;afrer the former ſpeeches deliuered, and 
no anſwcr rerurned, tocommandthe /grapling Irons tobe caſt forth; 
whichtooke ſuch faſt hold onthe Rhodians ſhippe, that (whether they 
would or no) both the veſſels ioyned cloſcrogether. And he ſhewing 
himſelfe ficrce like a Lyon, not tarrying to be feconded by any, _— 
aboord the Rhodians ſhip, as if hemade no reſpec arall of chem, and ha- 
ving his ſword ready drawne in his hand {incited by the yertue of vn- 
faigned louc)laicd about him on all ſides very manfully. Which when the 
men of Rhodes perceiued,caſting downe their weapons, andall of them 
(as it were) with one voyce, ycelded themſclues his priſoners : wheres 
upon he ſaid. 

Honeſt Friends, neither deſire of booty,nor hatred to you,did occaft- 
on my departure from Cypr«,thus to aſfaile you with drawne weapons ; 
but that which hereto hath moſt mooucd me, is a matter highly impor- 
ting co me, and very caſic for youtogrant, and ſo enioy your preſent 
peace. [ defire to haue faire 1phrigenia trom you, whom I loue abouc all o- 
ther Ladies liuing,becauſc I could not obtaine her of her father, ro make 
her my lawfull wife in marriage. Loue isthe ground of my inſtant Con- 
yan I muſt vie you as my morrall enemics, if you ſtand Y no any 

| r your 


her tearmes with me,and do not deliver her as mine owne ; 
Pafimonds, mult not enioy what is my right, firſt by vertue of my love, 
oo + wan by Conqueſt : Deliver her therefore, and depart hence ar your 
pleaſure. 

The men of Rhodes,being rather conſtrrined thereto, then of any free 
diſpoſition in themfelues,with teares intheir eyes, delivered 1phigenia to 
Chynen;whobcholding her in like manner to weepe,thus ſpake vnto her. 
Noble Lady,do not any way diſcomfort your ſelfe, for I am your Chy- 
#e#,who have more right and true title ro you, and much better doe de- 
ſcruc to enioy you, by my long continued affeRion to you,rhen Paſtoron- 


ao 
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ic gauethen) free liberty ro depart, 
Chyzon being more ioytull, by the obtaining of his hearts deſire, [then 
any other conqueſt elſe inthe world could make him, after he hid ſpent 
ſome time mcotnforting Jphigenis, who as yet (are ſadly ſighing, hecon- 
ſulted with his companions, who ioyned with him in'opinion, that thicir 
ſafeſt courſe was, by no meancsto returneto 


ly Chynen, in regard of ancient and new combined 
Kindred, as alſo very iatimare friends, to finde yery worthy entectaine. 
ment,and ſo to cominue there ſafely wich Jphigen;s, But Fortune;' who 
was ſo fauourable ro Chynon, in granting him ſo pleaſing a Conqueſt, ro 
ſhew her conſtancy, ſo fodainly c &d he ineſti ble oy of out i0+ 
cond Louer, intoas heauy ſorrow and diſaſter, For, foure hadew were 
not fully compleated, fince his departure from the Rhodians, but darke 
night came vpon them, and he ſitting conuerſing with his faire Miſtreſle, 
in the ſweerelt ſolace of his ſoulegrthe winds began to blow roughly, the 
Scas ſwelled angerly, and a tempeſt arofe impetuouſly,that nomancould 
ſce what his duty was to do, in ſuch agreatvnexpeRed diſtreſſe, nor how 
to warrant themſclues from periſhing. 
| If chis accident were diſpleafing ropoore Chynen, I thinke the queſtion 
were in vaine demanded : for now itfeemerh to him, that the Godds had 
granted hischeefe defite, tothe end he ſhould dye with che greater au- 
guiſh,in lofing both his loue and life cogether. His friends likewiſe, felre 
the ſelfe-ſame affli&ion, bur cſpecially phigenza, who wepr and greeued 
beyond all meaſure, to ſee the ſhip beaten with ſuch ſtormy billowes, as 
threatned her ſinking every minute. - Impatiently ſhe the loueof 


Chynon,greatly ___ his deſperate boldneſſe, and maintaining, that ſo 
violent atcmpeſt could never happen, but onely by the Gods diſpleaſure, 
who would not permit him to haue a wiſe againſt their will;and therefore 
chus puniſhed his proud preſumption,not onely in his vnauoidable death, 
but alſo that her life muſt periſh for company. bg cc; He 
She continuing intheſe wofull mentations, andthe Mariners ſabou- 
ring all invainc, becauſe the violence of the tempeſt encreaſed more and 
more, ſo chateuery momentchey expeRed wracking ::chey were carried 
(comrary to their owne knowledge); very neerevaro the! [{le of Rhodes, 
which they being no way WOW Ma wh 6.7 the Coaſt, 
for ſafery of their lides,they labowred to land there it poffibly chey. 
Whetcia Fortune was ſomewhacfurtheronsro them, - driuing 
a ſinall gulf of the Sea, whereinto''(bura lictle while before) che Rhodi- 
ans, from'whoni Chyzen had taken /phigemis,were new withrheir 
ſhip. | Nor had they aoy knowledge cachof orher;tillthe breakeof day 
(which made the heauers to looke more clearly) gave them diſcovery 


of being within a flight ſhootetogather, ee oo nk} 
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ingehe ſame ſhip which he had leftthe day before, hee grew exceeding 
ſorrowfull,as fearing that which after followed, andtheretfore hee willed 
the Mariners,to getaway from her by all their beſt endeanour,andler for- 
tune afterward diſpoſe of them as ſhe pleaſed ; for into a worle place they 
could not come,nor fall into the like danger. L; Was 
The Mariners employed their very vtmolt paines, and-all proued bur 
loſſe of time : for the winde was ſo {tcrne,and the waves fo turbulent,that 
ſtillthey drouethem the contrary way : ſo that ſtriving to get forth of 
the gulte, whether they would or no, they were driven onland, and in- 
ſtantly knowne catheRhodians, whereof they were not a little toytull, 
The men of Rhvdes being landed,ran preſently to the neere-neighbouring 
Villages, where dwelt diners worthy Gentlemen, rowhom they reported 
the arriuall of Chyzon,what fortune befell them ar Sea, and that 1phigen;a 
might now be recouercd againe with chaſtiſement ro Chyxoz for his bold 
inſolence. They being very ioytull of theſe good newes, tooke ſo many 
men as they could of the ſame Village, and ran immediately to the Sea 
ſide, where Chynon being newly Landcd and his p:ople, intending flight 
inro a neere adioyning Forreſt,for defence of himſelfe and Jphigenia, they 
were all raken, led thence to the Village;and afterwards to the chiefe Ciry 
of Rhodes. q 

No ſooner wete they arriued, but Pzſimends, the intended Husband 
tor 1phigenia (who had already heardthe tydings) went and complained 
totheScnate,who appointed a Gentleman of Rhodes named Zyſimachwe, 
and being that yeerc [Irma igne Magiſtrate ouer the Rhod/ans, to go well 
prouided for the apprehenſion of Chynor and his company, commit- 
eiog themto priſon, which accordingly was done. In this manner, the 
poore vnfortunate louer Chynon, loſt his faire /phigeria, having won her 
in ſo ſhort a while before, and ſcarſtly requited with ſo muchas akiſle, 
Buras for Iphigenza,ſhe was royally welcommed by many Lords and La- 
dies of Rhodes, who [o kindely comforred her, thar ſheſoone forgorte all 
her greefe and trouble on the Sca, remaining in company of thoſe La- 
dics and Gentlewomen,vntillthe day determined for her marriage. 

Art the carneſtentreaty.of diuers Khodian Gentlemen, whowere in 
the Ship with /phigenza, and had their liues courtcouſly faned by Chymes : 
both he and hisfriends hadtheir lives Iikewiſe ſpared, although Paſimen- 
ao labourcd importunately, to have them all purrodeath ; onely they 
were condemned co [limpriſonment, which (you muſt thinke) 


- was molt grecuous rothem, a5being now hopelefſe of any deliuerance, 
Burn the mcane time, white Pz 


rſimondo was ordering his nu Te] 
ration, - Fortune (eeming to-repent the wiongs ſhe had ri gaps 2k 
prepared a new accident; whereby ro comfort him in this deepediſtreſle, 
andin ſuch madneras [ willrelate vnto you. | gm) 

_ Paſuomongo had a Brother, yonger then/he in yeeres, bur nota iot infſe- 
rout to himnvertue.,whoſe name was Horm;/de, and longtimethecaſe 
had bene x. queſtion, for histaking to witea faire young Gentlewoman of 
Rbo4cs,, called Caſſandra y whom Ly fimechus the Gonernour loned very 
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dearly,and hindred her marriage with Hormiſaa, by divers ſtrange acci- 
dents.Now Paſtmondo perceiuing,that his —_ Nuptials gain much 
coſt and ſolemnity, hee thought it very conuenicnrt,that one day mighr 
ſerue for both their Weddings, which clic would lanch into mote laviſh 
expences, and. therefore concluded, rhar his brother Hormiſda (ſhould 
Caſſanara, at the ſame time as he W edded Iphigenia. Hereupoh | 
he conſulted with the Genelewomans parctits, who liking the motionas 
well as he, the determination was ſer downe, and one day ro effe& the 
duties of both. | | 

When this came to the _ of Ly fimachus, it was very greatly dif: 
pleaſing to him, becauſe now he ſaw himſelfe vreerly Seprinndof al hope 
to artaine theifſue of his defire, it Hormiſda receined C aſſandra in marr 
age. Yet being a very wile and worthy man, he difſembled his diſtaſte, 
and began to conſider on ſome ape meanes, whereby to diſappoint the 
marriage once more, which he tound impoſſible to be done, except it 
wereby way of rape or ſtealth. And that did not apperre tobim any dif- 
ficult matter,in regard of his Office & Authority : onely in would feeme 
diſhoneſt in him, by giuing ſuch an vofiteing example. Neuertheleſſe,at+ 
er long deliberation, honour gaue way to loue,and reſolutely he conclu+ 
ded to ſteale her away, whatſocuer became of 1t. 

Nothing wanted now, but a conuenient company to affiſt him, & the 
order how to haue it done. Then he remembred Chy»on and his tricnds, 
whom he detained as his prifonets,and perſwaded himfelfe;that he could 
not haue a more faithfull friend in ſuch a bufines,then Chynon was. Here» 
upon,the night following, he ſent for him into his Chamber, and being 
alone by rhemſclues,thus he began. Chymon (quoth he) as the Godsare 
very bountifull, in beſtowing their bleſhngs on men, ſo do they therein 
moſt wiſely make proofe of their vertucs, 8 ſuch as they finde firme and 
conſtantyin all occurrences which may happen,then they make worthy 
(as valiant ſpirits) of the very beſt and higheſt merites. Now,they being 
willing to haue more certain experience of thy vertues,thenthoſe which 
heretofore thou haſt ſhewne, within the bounds and limits of thy fathers 
poſſefions, which I know to be ſuperabounding : perhaps do intend to 
preſent thee other occaſions, of more important weight and conſe- 
QUENCE. 

For firſt of all/as I have heard) by the piercing ſolicicudes of loue, of a 
ſenſelc{le creaturegthat made thee to.become a man endued with reaſon. 
Afterward, by aduerfe fortune,and now againe by weariſome impriſon- 
men, it ſeemcththat they are deſirous to make tryall, whether thy manly 
courage be changed,or no,from that which heretofore is was,whenthou 
enioyed(t a matchleſſe beauty, and loſt her againe in ſo ſhorta while. 
Wherefore, if thy vertue be fuch as it hath bin, the Gods can neuergiue 
thee any bleſſing more worthy acceptance;then (he whom they are now 
minded to beſtow on thee” : in which reſpe&tothe endthat thou mayſt 
re-aſſumethy wantcd heroicke ſpirit, and bee9me more couragious then 
euer heretofore, | willacquaint thee withall more at large. hy 
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"a Vnderitand then Noble Chynor, that Paſimondo, the onely glad man 
of thy masfortune, and diligent ſutor after thy death, maketh all haſt 'hee 
can poſſibly deuiſe to do,to celebrate his marriage with thy faire Miſtsefſe: 
becauſe he would plead poſſefhon of the prey,” which Fortane (whenſhe 
filed) did firſt beſtow, and(afrerv-ard frowning)rooketrom thee againe; 
| Now, that it muſt needs be very irkeſometo thee (at leaſt if thy lone bee 
luch,as I am perſwaded it is) I partly can collect from my ſeltc,bcingin- 
tended tobe wronged by his brother Horm/aa,tuen inthe ſclfeſame mas 
ner,2nd on his marriage day, by taking faire Ca//andra trom/me, the one- 
ly Iewellof my louc and life, Fotthe preuenrion of twaſuch notori6us 
iniuries, I ſee that Fortune hath left vs no other mcancs,butonely rhe'ver< 
euc of our courages, andthe helpe of our right hands, bypreparing ogr 
ſclucs to Armes,opcning a way to thee;/ by a ſecond rape or ſtez]th ; and 
re me the firſt, for abſolute poſſcſhon of onr divine Miſteefles, ' Wherez 
fore, if thou art deſirous to recouertby lofle, I will nor onely pronounce 
liberty tothce (which I rhinke thou doſt little care for withour her) bur - 
dare allo afſure thee to enioy phizenia, Torhou wilrathſt mein mine en- 
terprize, and follow mein my forrune, if the Gods do lerthera fall into 
our power, | 4 44 
You may well imagine, that Chynens diſmayed ſoule was notalitrle 
chearcdattheſe ſpecches; and therefore, without crauing any long refpir 
ofrime tor anſwer, thus he replyed. Lord Lyſimachas, in luch a bufines 
as this is, you cannot haue a faſter friend then my ſelfe;at leaſt, it ſuch good 
hap may betide meas you haue morethen halte promiſed : and therefore 
do no more but command. what you would haue to be effected by mee, 
and make no doubt of my courage in the exccution * whereon Lyſima- 
ch made this anſwer. Know then Chynen (quoth he) thatthree dayes 
hence, theſe marriages are to bee celebrated in the houſes of Paſirmondo 
and Hormiſda: vpon which day, thou, thy fricnds,and my ſclte(with ſome 
others, in whom repoſe eſpectall truſt) bythe friendly fauour of nigh, 
Willenter into their houſcs, while they are in the middeſt of their Jouiall 
teaſting ; and (ſeizing onthe rwo Birdes) bearerthem thence to a Shippe, 
which [ will haue lye infecrer, waiting for our comming, and kill allſuch 
as ſhall preſume to impeach vs. This direRion gaue great contentment 
to Chy»07, who remained ſtill in priſon, without revealing a word to his 
owne friends,vntill the limiecd time was come. 
Vponthe Wedding day, performed with great and magnificent Tri- 
umph, there was not acorner inthe Brethrens houſes, bur it ſung joy in 
the higheſt key. Zy/imachw,afterhe had ordred 2ll things as they ought 
ro be, andthe houre for diſpatch approached ncete ; hee made a diviſion 
in three parts, of Chyxep, his followers, and his owne friends, being all 
well armed vnder their outward habitcs. Hauing firſt vſed ſome encou- 
raging ſpeeches,for more reſolute proſecution of the enterprize, hee ſen! 
one troope ſecretly rothe Port, thatthey might not bee hindred of going 
aboord the ſhip, when the vrgent necellity ſhould require it. Paſſing 
with the other two trainesof P«ſizondoyhe left the one at the doore, that 
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ſuch as were in the houſe, might! not ſhut them vp faſt,and ſotim I 
their paſſ4ze forth, Then with Chymon,8 che third band of Chakdloutes 
he aſceuded the ſtairesvpinto the Hall, where he tound the Brides with, 
ſtoreot Ladies and G-ntlewomcnaltGring in comely otderar Supper, 
Ruſhing in roughly among the attendants, downethey threw the Ta- 
bles, and each of them laying hold ofhjs Miftris.delivered them into the 
| hands of their followers, \commanding 'that-they ſhquld bre carried a- 


boord the ſhip,for auoiding of further inconueniences. .-;1; 11 * 

This hurrie and amazanene breing)3n the houſe, the Brides weeping, 
the Ladies lamenting;and-all the ſeruanrs confuſedly wondering;Chynn 
and Lyfimachws(with their Friends)having their weaponsdrawn ia their 
hands, made all oppoſers to giue them way,and ſo gayned the ſtair head 
for their ownedeſcending.” There ſtaod Paſiminde, w huge long 
Staffe in his hand, to hinder their paflage dowae the z bur Chy- 
non ſaluted himſo ſoundly on the head, that it being Alefr-inftwaine, he 

fell dead before his feete.: His Brother Hormz/ds came to hi reſcue, and 

ſped in theſelfe-ſame manner as he had done; ſo did divers gther beſide, 
whom _ companions 20. Lyſimaches and Chynon,ceither \lew out-right, 
or wounded. : No 

Sothey ik the houſcfilled with Wood, teares, and ries, going 
on togethct,withour any hinderance,and fo brought both the Brides a- 
boord the ſhip,” which they rowed away inſtantly with/qheir Oares, 
For,now ty re was full of armed people, who came in reſcue of the 
ſtolne Lag but all a vaine,becauſe they were lanched into the main, 
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and ſayledonmerril towards Candye. Where being arrived, they were 
worthily entertained by honourable Friends and Kinſ{mea;who pacified 
all vnkindnelſes betweene themand their Miſtreſſes : having iac- 


c:pted themin lawfulkmarriage, there they linedin no neane ioy and 
contenrmeut.; albeit therewas along and troubleſome ipencelabout 
theſe rapes)betweene Rbudes and Cypris. 

But yet in the end, bY the mcaneFof Noble Friends and Kindred on 
either (ide, labouring to haue ſuch diſcontment appealed, endangering 
warre berweene the Kingdomes : after a limited time of baniſhmene, 
Chynon returned ioyfully with his /phigenia home to Cyprus, and Lyſima- 
thus with his beloued 75 159k vnto Rhodes, cach living in their ſcucrall 


Countries,with much fclicity. 
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Faire Conſtance of Liparis, fell in lonewith Martccio Goipizo ”_ bee- 


ring that be was dead, deſperately ſhe entred iutoa barke,whith bring tran- 
ſported by the windes to Suſa'in , © from thence ſhe went to Thunis, 


where ſhe found him tobe liaint There ſhe made ber ſelfe knowne to him, 
and he being inpreat authority, aaa pr ivy Counſelor to the Kang :' be may- 
ried the ſaide Conſtance and rethrued richly home with hir to the 1land 


of Liparis. NLO 

-. ©. -  » | \TheSecond Novell; > S114 
wherein ts declared the firme loyaltie of a tr ue Lower :\ And how Fortunt doth 
ſometime bumble men, to raiſe them «fierward to « farre higher degree, 


SAVE ct the Queene perceiued,thar the Novell recited by Pamphilus 

was concluded, which the graced with eſpeciall commendations: 
thee commanded Madam -Amilz, to take fier tune as next in order ; 
whereupon ſhe thus began. Me thinkes it is amarter of equiry, that euc- 
ry one ſhould take delight in thoſe things,whereby the recompence may - 
be noted anſwerable to their one affeftion. And becauſe I rather deſire 
ro waike along by the paths of pleaſure, then dwcll on any ceremonious 
or {crupulous affeftation, I ſhall the more gladly obey our Queeneto 
Gay,then yeſterday I did our melancholly King. 

Vaderltandthen (Noble Ladies) that neere to Sicily, there is a ſmall 
Ifland, commonly called Zip:ris, wherein (not long fince) liveda yong 
Dmoſell,named Conſtan:e,born of very ſufficient parentage in the ſame 
Iſland, There dwelt alſo a yong man called Martuceio Gorito,of come- 
ly teature,well conditioned, and not vnexpert in many vertuous quali- 
ucs ; aft:Ring Conſtance in harty manner : and ſhe ſo an{werable to him 

in 


i 


gouerned by «Madam Fiammetta. 166 
inthe ſame kinde, that to be ia his company,was her ouely ſclicity. Mar- 

raccio coucting to enioy her in marriage, made his intent knowne to her 

| Father : who vporaiding him with pouetty, tolde him plainly that ſhe 
ſhould not hwe her. Merzucczo greeuing to ſee bimlelfe thus deſpiſed, be- 
cauſe he was poore : made ſuch good meanes, that hewas prouided of 2 
ſmall Barke ; and calling ſuch friendsfas he thought fir}to his aſſociation, 
made a ſolemne yow, that he would acuer returne backers Liparis, yarill 

he was rich, and in better condition. 

In the narure and courſe of a Rouer or Pirate, ſo put thenceto ſea, 
coaſting all about Berbarie, robbing and ſpoyling ſuch as he mer with 
who were of no greater ſtrength then himſelte : wherein Forrune was ſo 
fauourableto him, that he became wealthy in a very ſhort while. Bur as 
felicities are not alwayes permament, fo he and his followers, nor con- 
tenting themſelues with ſufficicar riches : by greedy ſeeking to ger more, 
happened to be taken by certaine ſhips of the Sarazins, and ſo were rob- 
bed themſclues of all that they had gotten, yetrhey reſiſted rhem ſtoutly 
a long while together,thongh ir proucd to the boſſe of many liuesamong 
them. Vhen the Sarazens had ſunke his ſhip inthe Scagthey tooke him 
with them to Thani, where he was impriſoned, and liued inextreameſt 
miſery. | 

Newescame to Liparis, not onaly by one, but many more: belide;that 
all thoſe which departed thence in the ſmall Barke with Marteccw, were 
drowned inthe Sca,and nota man eſcaped. When Conftance, heard rheſe 
vnwelcome tydings (who was exceedingfull of greefe, for his ſo deſpe= 
rate departure) ſhe weptand lamented extraordinanly,defiring now ra- 
ther to dye, thea liue any longer.” Yet the had not the heatr, co lay any 
violent hand on her ſcife, but ratherto End her dayes by ſome new kinde 
of necefſiry. And departing priuntelyfrom her Fathers houſe, ſhe went 
tothe Port or Hauen,where (by chance) ſie founda ſmall Fiſhcr-boate, 
lying diſtant from the orher veſſels; tlie owners whereot being all gone 
on ſhore, and ir well furniſhed with Maſts, Sailes, and De centred 
intoit ; and putting forth the Oares, being ſome-what $kilfull in ſayling, 
(as generally all: the Women of that Ifland are) ſhe ſo well guided the 
Saifes, Rudder, and Oares, that ſhe was quickly farre off from the' Land 
nd ſoly remained ar chemercy of thewindes. Por thus ſhe hadrefolued 
with her ſelfe,that the Boat being vacharged, and without a guide(would 
either be ouer.whelmed by the windes, or ſplit-in-pecces againſt ſorne 
Rocke; by which meanes ſhe could eſcape although ſhe would, butas it 
wss her defitc)muſt needs be drowned. uy y: 

Inthis determination, wrapping mantteabour her head, and lying 
downe weepine in theboars bottome,thehourely1expeRed her finall ex- 
piration : bur it fell our otherwiſc, andcomrarytoher te intenti- 
on, becauſethe wind turning to the North, and blowing. very gently, 
withour diſturbing the'Seas a iot, theyconduRedrhe fmall' Boar in fuch 

incoir, andthemorrowes (ail! 
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ſtrond neete a Towne called Suſe. The young Damoſcll knew not whe- 
ther ſhe were on theſea or land ; as one, who not by any accident hap» 
ning,lifted vp her head to looke about her, neither intended cucr to doe, 
Now it came to paſſe, that as the boare was driuen to the ſhore, a poore 
woman ſtood at the Sea fide, waſhing certaine Fiſhermens Nets; and ſee- 
ingthe boate comming rowards her vnder faile, without any pcrion ap- 
pearing init, ſhe wondredthereat nor a little, It being cloſe ar the ſhore, 
and ſhe thinking the Fiſhermen to be aſleepe therein : ſtept boldly, and 
looked into the boate, where ſhe ſaw not any body, but onely the -poore 
diſtreſſed Damoſell, whoſe forrowes having brought her now intoa ſound 
ſleepe,the woman gaue many cals Defore ſhe corld awake her, which ar 
the length ſhe did,and looked very ſtrangely abour her, | | 
The poorc woman perceyuing by her habite- that ſhe was a Chriſtian, 
demanded of her (in ſpeaking Latine ) how it was poſſible for her, being 
al aloneinthe boate, roarriue therein this manner f When Conſtance, 
heard her ſpeake the Latine tongue, the began to doubr, leaſt ſome con: 
trary winde had turned her backe to Liparss agiine, and ſtarting -vp fo- 
dainly, to looke with better aduice about her,ſhee ſaw her {Me at Land: 
and not knowing the Countrey, demanded of the poore woman 'where 
ſhe was * Davghter (quoth ſhe) you are heere hard by Suſa in Barbarie, 
Which Con#arce hearing, and plaialy perceyuing, that death had deni. 
ed to end her miſcries, fearing kceaſtſherſhould receive ſome diſhonour; 
in ſuch a barbarousvakinde Country; and not knowing what ſhould now 
becomeofher, {hee fate downe by theboares fide, wringing het hands, 
and weeping bitterly. F < | | 
The gogd Womaa did greatly comp3ſlionate her caſe, and prevailed 
{o well by gentle ſpeeches, thar the conducted her into her owne poore 
habitation, where at length ſhevnderſtoode, by what meancs thee hap- 
ned thither ſo ſtrangely, And perceyuing herro be faſting, ſhe ſet ſuch 
homely bread as ſhe had before her, 1a few ſmall Fiſhes, and a Crewſe of 
Water, praying her tor to accept of that poore entertainment, whicn 
meere necefliry compelled her rodogand ſhewed+her ſclte very thankefull 
for it, lis f pn) 
Cohſtance hearing that ſhe ſpake the Larine language ſo well; deſired to 
know what ſhe was. Whcretotheold womanthos anſwered : Gentle- 
woman (quoth ſhe) Iam of Trapanum, named Carapreſe,and am 2 ſeruint 
in this Countrey tocertaine Chriſtian Fiſhermen. The young Maiden 
(albeir the was very full of ſorcow)hearing her name to be Carapreſa,con- 
celucd it asa good augury to her (elte, and that ſhe had beard the name 
defore,although ſhe knew nor what occaſion ſhould moue her thus to do. 
Now brgan her hopesto quicken againe, and yet ſhe couldnot relic vpon 
whar ground , nor was the ſo deficons of death-as before; but made more 
precious eftrmarion of her life, and without any further declaration of her 
telte or Countrey,ſheentreated the good woman(cuen for:chatitics ſake) 
rotake putty on her yonth, and helpe her with ſuch good advice,topreuent 
all :miurics which mighe happen toher,jio ſuch a ſolitary woſull condition, 
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Cerapreſs auing heard her teq teſt; like a good woman as [he was, lefr 
Conitance in her poore Cortage,ind wear haſtily to leaue her nets 1a (afe- 
ty : which being done,ſhe returned backe againe, and coucring Conſtance? 
wich her Mantle,led her onto Sſa with her, where being arrived, the 
good woman began in this nianner. Conſtexce, I will bring thee to the 
houſe ofavery worthy Sarazin Lady,to whom Lhavedonemany honeſt 
ſeruices,according as ſhe pleaſed tocommand me. She is an ancicat wo- 
man,full ofcharity,andto her I will commend thee as beſt Imay,for Iam 
well aſſured, that ſhe will gladly entertaine thee; and yſethee as if thou 
wert her own daughter. Now,let it bethy part,during thy time of remain- 
ing with her,to employ thy vtmoſt diligence ia plealing her,by deſcruing 
and gaining her grace,till heauen ſhall bleſſethec with Denter tortune:and 
as ſhe promiſed, ſo ſhe performed, 916 

The Sarazine Lady, being well ſtept into yeares, vpon the commen- 
dable ſpeeches deliuercd by Carapreſa, did the more ſeriouſly faſten her 
eyc on Conſtance, and compaſſion prouoking her toteares, ſhe rooke her 
by the hand, and(in louing manner) kiſſed her fore-head. So ſhe led her 
further into her houſe, where dwelt diuers other women (but not one 
man) all exerciſing themſelues in ſeucrall labours, as working in all forts 
of filke, with Imbroideries of Gold and Siluer, and ſundry other excellenr 
Arts beſide, which in ſhorttime were very familiar to Conftance, and fo 
pleaſing grew her behaujour tothe old Lady, and all the reſt beſide; thar 
they louedand delighted in her wonderfully,anc(by littie and little) ſhe 
attained tothe ſpcaking of their language, although it were very harſh and 
difficult. L 

Conſtaxce continuing thus inthe old Ladies ſeruice at Suſe,and thought 
to be dead or loſt in her owne Fathers houſe ;/ it fortuned, that one reig- 
ning then as King of Thunis,who named timſelte Mariabdels: there was 
a young Lord of greatbirth, and very powerfull, wholiuedas thenin 
Granads, and pleaded that the Kingdome of Thunzs belonged to him, In 
which reſpe&, he muſtred together a mighty Army, and came to aflaulc 
the King, as hoping toicxpell him. Theſe newes comming to the ezreof 
Martuccio Gomito, who (pake the Barbarian Language perfcdly; and hea- 
ring it reported, tharthe King of Thuwis made no meanc preparation for 
his owne defence : he conferred with ane of his keepers, who had the cu» 
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haue meanes to ſpeake with the King,and he were pleaſed toallow of my 
counſell,Ican cnſtru& him in ſuch a courſe, asſhall affure-him to win the 
honor ofthe field. The Guard reported theſe ſpeeches to his Maſter,who 
preſently acquaintedrhe King therewith, arid Martuccio being ſenefor ; 
he was commandedrto ſpeake his minde : YVhercupon he began inthis 

manner. ; = =o 4 KaVi4 
My gracious Lord,during the time that I haue frequented your coun- 
trey, | haue heedfully obſerucd, thatthe Militarie Diſcipline vicd in yaue 
fights and battailes, dependeth more vpon your Archersgthen any other 
men imployed in your watre. a therefore;if it could beſo _— 
i 3 that 
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chat this kinde of Artillery may fail in your cnemics os and yours 
be ſufficiently furniſhed therewith, you necde make no doubt of winning 
the battaile: whereto the King thus replyed.. Doubtleſle, it ſuch an at 
were poſſible ro be done,Mt would giuc great hope of ſucceſſcfull preuai. 
ling. Sir, ſaid Martuccw, if you pleale ir may be done, and I can quickly 
refolue you how. Let tic ſtrings of your Archers Bowes be made more 
ſoft and gentle, then thoſe which heretofore they haue forraerly vſcd;and 
next, lctrhe nockes of the Arrowes bc fo prouided, as not to receiue any 
other, then thoſe pliant gentle (trings, Bur this mult be done fo ſecretly, 
that your enemies may haue no knowledge thereof, leaſt they ſhould PIQ- 
aide themſelues in the ame manner. Now the reaſon (Gracious Lord) 
why thus I counſell you, is tothis end. When the Archers on the Enc- 
mics ſide haue ſhot their Arrowes at your men, and yours in the like ma. 
nerat chem : it followeth, that (vpon meere conſtraint)they mult gather 
vp your Arrowes, to ſhootethem backe againeat you, for ſo long while - 
as the battcll cndureth, as no doubt but your men wildo the like to them, 
Bur your encmics will finde themſclues much decciued, becauſe they can 
make no vſe of your peoples Arrowes, in regardthat the nockesare roo 
narrow to receiue their boyſtrous ſtrings- Which will fall out contrar 
with your followers, for the pliant ſtrings belonging to your Bowes, are 
a$apt for their enemies great nockt Arrowes, astheir owne, and ſo they 
ſhall haue free vſe of both, reſeruing themin plentifull tore, when your 
aduerfarics muſt ſtand vnturniſhed of any, but them that they cannor any 
way vic. \ 

This counſel! pleaſed the King very highly, and he being a Prince of 
great vnderſtanding, gauc order to haue it accordingly followed, and 
thereby valiantly vanquiſhed his enemies. Heereupon, Martaccis came 
to be great in his grace, as allo conſequeatly rich, and ſeated in no mcang 
place of authority; Now as worthy and commendable ations are ſoone 
iprcad abroad, tm honor of the man by whom they hapned : cucnſo the 
fame of this rare got victory, was quickly noyſcd throughout the Couns 
trey, and came to the w_ of poore Conſtance, that Martuccio Gamito 
(whom ſhe ſuppoſed fo long fince to be dead) was living, and in honuu- 
rablecondition. The loue which tormerly ſhe barevnto him, being not 
alrogerher cxrin& in her heart; ofa {mall ſparke,brake forth into aſodaine 
fame, and ſd cncreaſed day by day, that her hope (being before almoſt 
quite dead) reuiued _— incheartull manner. 

Hauing im all het fortunes to the good old Lady with whom 
ſhedwelt ; ſhe told her beſide, that ſhe had ancarneſt defire to: ſee 7h. 
»8,to ſatisfie her eyes as well as ber cares, concerning the rumor blazed 
abroad, The good old Lady commended her defire, and (eucn as it ſhe 
nad bene her Mother) rooke her with her aboord a Barke, and fo ſayled 
thence to Thw#s, where both ſhe and Conſtance found honourable wel- 
core, in the houſe of a kinſman to the Sarazin Lady.Carapreſes allo went 
along with them thither, and herthey {cnt abroadinto the City, to vn- 
deritand che acwes of Marteccio Gomize, After they kacw for acertainty 


that 


gouerned by «Madam Flammetta, © 168. 


that he was living) and in greatauthoriry about the King, according as 
the former report went of him, Then the good old Lady ,beiag defirous 
to let Martuccio know that his fiire friend Conſtance was come thither to 
ſee him 3 went her ſelte to the place of his abiding, and ſpake vato him in 
this manner. Noble Aartucezo, there is aſeruant of thine in my houſe, 
which came from Liparis, and: requireth to haue alittle priuate conte- 
rence with thee : but becauſe I durit nor truſt any other with the meſlzge, 
my ſelfe ( at her entreaty) amcome to acquaint cheetherewith. Marraccio 
yur het kinde and hearty thankes, and chen went along withher cothe 
houſe. 

No ſooner did Conarce behold him, but ſhe was ready to dye with 
conceite of ioy, and being vnable to containe her paſſion: ſodainely ſhe 
threw her armes about his, necke, andin meere compaſſhon of her many 
misfortunes, as alſo the inſtant ſolace of her ſoule (not being able to verer 
one word) the teares trickled abundantly downe her checkes. Marruccio 
alſo ſeeing his faire friend,was ouercome with exceeding admication,and 
ſtood awhile, as not knowing what to ſay ; till venting fortha vechement 
ſighe, thus he ſpake, My deereſt loue Conſtance ! Artthou yer liuing ? It 
isa tediouslong while ſince I heard thou walt loſt,and neuer any rydings 
knowne ofthee in thine owne Fathers houſe. With which words, the 
teares ſtanding in his cyes, moſt loyingly he embraced her, Conſtance re. 
counted to him all her fortunes, 4nd-what kindneſſe ſhe had receyued 
from the Sarazine Lady, ſince her firſt houre of comming to. her. And 
aftcr much other diſcourſe paſſing betweene them, Martuege depareed 
from her, and returning to the King his maſter, rolde himallthe hiſtory 
of his tortuars, andrhoſe beſide ot his Loue Conſtance, being purpoſely 
minded (with. his gracious liking) to marry her according ro the Chriſti- 
an Law. 

Thc King was much amazcd at ſ@ many ſtrange accidents, and ſending 
for Conſtance to come before him ; from her ownemourh he heard the 
whole relation ofher continued affection to Martuccio, whereupon hee 
ſaide. No truſt me faire Damoſell,thou haſt dearely deſerued himto be 
thy husband. Then ſending for vcty coſtly Tewds, and rich preſents,the 
one halfe of them he gaueto her, and the gtherto Mariugu,;graunting 
them licenſe withall.to marry according to their owne migdes; L 

Martaccio did many honors, and gaue great giftstothe aged: Sarazine 
Lady,with whom Conſtance had liucd ſo kindly reſpeRed:whichalthough 
ſhe had go necde of, neither euer expefted any luchrewazding zyet (Cons 
quered by their vrgent importunity,cſpecially Conſtance, who could got 
be thankfull cnough to her) ſhe was enforced to receiue chem, and taking 
her leauc of them weeping,layled backe againe to Suſas.' ,. || 

Within a ſhort while after, the King licenſing their departure thence; 
thcy entred into a ſinall Bark, and Corapreſe withthem,, (ailing on with 
proſperous gales of winde;yntill ghey arriuedat Liparis, where chey wee 
catertained with general! xejpyclngs And becgqulc their.marriage vvas 
not ſufficiently performed at Thuns,an regard of divers Chiiſtian cerg- 
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monies there wanting, their Nuptials were againe moſt honourably ſo- 
lemnized, and they liued (many yearcs after)in health and much happi- 


neſle, | 


Pedro Bocamarzzo, eſcaping away with a youg Damoſell which he: loued, na. 
med Angelina, met with Theenes in his journey, The Damoſell flying fear. 
folly into a Forreſt, by chance arrineth at a Caſtle. Pedro bring taken by 
t he Theeues, and happening afterward to eſcape from them ; commeth (ac- 
cidentally)to the ſame Caſtle where Angelina was. Aud marrying ber they 
then retarned home to Rome. 

The Third Noucl]. 
herein, the ſenerall powers both of Loue and Fortune is more at large appro- 


wed. 
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T Here was not any one inthe whole company, but much commen- 
ded the Nouell reported by Madam «-fmz{iz, and when the Queene 
erceiued it was ended, the turned towards Madam El/z4, commanding 
lis co continue on their delightfull exerciſe : whereto ſhe declaring her 
willing obedience,beganto ſpeakerhus. Courteous Ladics, I remember 
one vafortunate night, which happened to two Louers,thar were nor in- 
dued with the greateſt diſcretion, Bur becauſe they had very many 
_ and happy dayes afrerwards, Tam the more willing for to let you 
jeare it, | 
In the City of Rome, which (intimes paſt) was called the Lady and 
Miſtreffe of the world, though now fearſcly ſo good as the waiting maid: 
there dwelt ſometime # Yong Gentleman, named Pedro Bretamazze, dl- 
cended from one ofthe moſt honorable families in Rome, who wasmuch 
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enamourcd ofa beaurifull Gentlewoman, called Angelina, Daugtner to 


one named Gighinozz9 Saullo, whoſe fortunes were none ot the faireſt, yer 
he greatly citecmed among the Romanes, The.cnecrcourſe of loue > 
rweene theſe rwaine, had ſo £qually.enſtruced their hearts and ſoule,that 
it could hardly be iudged which ofthem was the more feruent in affeci. 
on. Bur he, not being invred co (uch oppreſſing paſſions, and therefore 
thelefſe ableto ſupportthem, except he were ſure tocompalle his deſire, 
plainly made the motion,that he might enioy her in honourable mariage. 
V hich his parents and friends hearing, they went to conferre with him, 
blaming him with oucr-much balenelle, fo farre ro diſgrace himſelfe and 
his ſtocke. Belide,they aduiſed the Father tothe Maid, neither to cre- 
dit what Pears laide in this caſe, or to liue in hope of any ſuch match, be- 
cauſe they all did wholly deſpiſe it. 

Pedro perceiuing, that the way was ſhut vp, whereby(and none other) 
he was to mount the Ladder of his hopes ; began to wax weary of longer 
living : and if he could haue won her fathers conſent, he would haue ma- 
ried her in the deſpight of all his friends, Neuerthcleſſe,he had a conceit 
hammering in his head, which if che maid would beeas forward as him- 
{clfe, ſhould bring the matter to full cfke&, Letters and ſecret intelligen- 
ces paſſing ſtill berweene, at length-he vnderſtood her ready reſoluriongto 
aduenture with him thorough all fortunes whatſocuer,concludiog on their 
ſodiine and fecretflight from Rome, For which Pearo did ſo well pro. 
uide,thar very carly ina morning,and well mountcd on horſcbacke, they 
rookethe way leading vato Alagnawheie Pearohad fome honeſt friends, 
in whom he repoſed eſpeciall truſt. Riding onthus thorow the countrey, 
hauing noleyſure to accompliſhtheir marriage,becauſcthey ſtood in fearc 
cf purſuite : they were ridden aboue foure leagues from Rome, ſtill ſhort- 
nin? the way withtheir amorous diſcourſing, | 

[t forcuned, that Pedro hauing no certaing knowledge of the way, but 
following arrackt guiding too farre on the left hand z rode quite our of 
courſe, and came at laſt within fight of almall Caſtle, out of which (be- 
fore they were aware) yſlued rwelue Villaines, whom Argeline ſooner 
eſpycd,then Pedro could do;which made her cry out to him,laying:Helpe 
deere Loueto faue vs,or clic we thall be aſfayled, Pearo.cthen turning his 
horſe ſoexpeditioufly as he could, and giuing him the ſpurres as LEP IC» 
quired; mainly he ealloppedintaa neere adioyning Forreſt, more min- 


cing the following of Ange/inz,then any direction of his way,or them that 


endeauoured to bec his hindrance, Sothat by often winding and turnin 
abour, as the paſſage appearedtroubleſome to him, when he thought him 
| ſelfe free and furtheſt from them, he was roundengirt, and, ſcized onby 
them. /VWhen they had made him rodiſmount from his; houſe, queſtio- 
ning him of whence and what he was, and he reſoluing them therein,they 
fell into a ſecret conſultation, ſaying thus among thernſelues. This man 
is a friend to our deadly encmies, how can wee then otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
him, but dreame him of all he hatb,and in deſpight of the Or/ans (men in 
nature hatefull tovs)hang him vp heere on one of theſe Trees * 


All 


_ 
ET 


- 
CO —_ 


a 


The Fift Day, 


Nouell 3, 


All of them agreciog inthis diſmall reſoluti. n,they commanded Pedro 
to put off his patments,which he yeelding to do (albeit yawillingly) it fo 
fell out,that five and twenty other thecues,came fodainly ruſhing iu vpon 
them,crying,Kill,kill,and ſpare nota man. @_ | 

They which before had ſurprized Pedro, defiring nowrto (hift for their 
owne fafetic , left him ſtanding quaking in his ſhirt, and ſo ranne away 
mainely to defend themſclues. Which the new crew perceyuing, and 
that their number farre exceeded the other ; they followed to robbe 
them of what they had gotten, accounting it as a preſear purchaſe for 
them. Which wheth Pedro perceyucd, and ſaw none tatrying to 
prey vppon him; hee pur on his cloathes againe, and mounting on his 
owne Horſe, gallopped that way, vvhich Angelina before hadraken z 
yet could he not deicry any tracke _—_ or {o much as the footing 
ofa Horſe ; butthought himſelfe in ſufficient ſecurity,being rid of them 
that firſt firſt ſeized on him, and alſo of the reſt, which followed in the 
purſuite of th em. 

For the loſſe of his beloued Angelina, he was the moſt wofull man 
inthe world, wandering one while this way, and then againe another, 
calling for her all about rhe Forreſt, without any anſwere returning to 
him. Andnotdaringto ride backe againe, on he trauailed ſtill, nor kno+ 
wing where to make his arriuall. And hauing formerly heard of ſauage 
rauenous beaſts, which commonly live in ſuch vafrequented Forreſts: he 
not onely was in feare of looling his owne life, but alſo deſpayred much 
for his An2e/tma, leaſt fome Lyon or Woolte, had rorne her body in pce- 
ces. | 

Thus rode on poore vaſortunate Pedro, vntill the breake of day ap- 
peared.not finding any meanes to get forth ofthe Forreſt, ſtill crying and 
calling for his fayre friend, riding many times backeward, when as hce 
thought hce rode forward, vntill hee became ſo weake and faint,what 
with extreame feare, lowd calling, and continuing fo long awhile with- 
our any ſuſtenance, thatthe whole day being thus ſpect in vaine, and 
darke night ſodainly come vppon him, he ws notable to hold out any 
longer, 

Now was he in farre worſe caſe then before, not knowing where,or 
how to diſpoſe of himlelfe, or what might beſt be done in fo great a nc« 
ceſſity. Frorn his Horſe he alighted, and rying him by the bridle vnto a 
oreat tree, vppe he climbed into the ſame Trec, fearing to be deuoured 
(i1the night time) by ſome wilde beaſt, chooſing rather ro let his Horſe 
periſh, then himſelfe. Within a while after, the Moone beganne to riſe, 
and the $kies 2 bright andcleare : yetdurſt heenot nod, or take a 
np,leaft he ſhould fall out of the rree; but (are (till grecuing,(ighing, and 
mourning, deſparing of cnet ſeeing his Angeline any more, for he could 
frotbe comforted by the ſmalleſt hopefull perſwafion,thar any good For- 
rune might befall her in ſuch a deſolate Forreſt, where nothing bur diſ- 


ah, was to be expe&ed, and no likelihood that ſhe ſhould eſcape 
with lite, 
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Now, concerning poore affrighted 4ngelins , who (as you heatd be- 
fore) knew not any place of refuge ro flye vnto : buteuen asicpleaſed the 
horſe to carry her: ſhe entred fo farre into the Forreſt; thar ſhe could not 
deuiſe where to ſecke her owne ſafety. | And therefortjeuenasir fared 
with her friend Pedrojinthe ſame manner did-it fall our: with her, -wan- 
dcring the whole night, and all the day following, one while taking dhe 
hopetull rracke,and then another,calling, weeping, wringing her hands, 
and greeuouſly complaining of her hard fortune; Ar the length,percei- 
uing that Pearo came not to her ar all,ſhe fouhd a little path Cwhichiſhe 
lighted on by great good fortune)even when dark night, wa$apace draw+ 
ing,and followed it fo long,till it brought her withinthe Gghr of a ſmall 
poore Cottage, whereto ſhe rode on fo faſtas ſhe couldhand found ther- 
ina very old man,hauing a wite rather moteaged then-hey who ſecing 
her co be without company,the old man ſpake thus vmto hers +» | © cn1007 

Faire Daughter(quoth he whether wander you at ſachah ynſcaſqns- 
ble houre,and all alone in a place fo deſolate? The Damaſell weepithg, 
replied; that ſhe had loſt her company inthe Forreſt,and:tnquired] how 
neere ſhee was to Al/agns, Daughter (anſwered the old this'-iSnot 
the way to A/apna, forit is aboucſix leagues hence. Then defired 
to know, how farre off ſhe was fromſuch houſes, where ſhe mighe haue 
any reaſonable lodging ? There are none ſoneere, ſaid rhe'old manghar 
day light will gige you leaue to reach, ' May it pleaſe you then good Fa« 
ther (replied 4nge/ins) ſecing I cannot trauaile any whether clſc'; for 
Gods ſake,to let me remaine heerewith yau this night-Daughter an{we- 
red the good old man, we can gladly giue youentertainement here, for 
this night,in ſuch poore manner as you ſee : but let mee tellyou withall, 
that vp and downe theſe woods (as:wellby night as day) walke compa=« 
nics of all conditions,andrather enemies then friends,who do.vs many 
Sreeuous difpleaſures and harmes., Now if by misfortune, =_ being 
here, any ſuch people ſhould come.and ſecing you ſo louely faire, asin- 
deed you are,offer youany ſhame or iniurie : Alas you ee, ir lies nor if 
our powerto lend you any help or ſuccour.I thought it good(therefore) 
toacquaintyou heerewith , becauſe if any ſuch miſchance do bappen, 
you ſhould not afterward complain of vs. t by | 


The yong Maiden, ſecing the timetobeſofarre ſpent, albeit the'old * 


mans words did much diſmay her,yet ſhe thus replyed.If it be the willof 
heauen, both you and I ſhall be defended fromany misfortune : bug ifa- 
ny ſuch miſchance do happen, Laccount the meanes lefſe deſcruing grick, 
ifI fall intorhe mercy of manghento bedeuourcd by wild beaſts in this 
Forreſt.So,being diſmounted from her horſe.and cntred intothe home» 
ly houſe ; ſhee ſupt poorely with the old man-and his, wife, withſtich 
meane cates astheir prouiſion affoorded : and after ſupper,lay downe in 
her garments on the ſame FI pas"; the aged rooke their 
reſt,and was very well contented therewith;albeir not refraine 
from fighing and weeping,to be thusdiuided from her deare Pedrs, of 
whoſe life and welfare ſhe greatly deſpaired. ibs VE {na 
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../When it was almoſt day, ſhe hearda great noiſe of peopic trauaili 
by, where fodainly {hearoſec, and ranne into a Garden ploe,which 
was'on the e of ric poore Cortage, eſpying in one of the corners 
2 prear ſtacke of Hay,whetcin ſhe hid her ſclic,to the end,thattrauelling 
ſtrangers might not readily finde her there in-the houſe.Scarſcly was ſhe 
fully hidden, but agreat company of Thecues and Villaines, finding the 
doore open, ruſhed into the Cottage, where looking round about them 
forſome booty, they ſaw the Damoſels horſe ſtand ready ſadled, which 
made them demand to whom it belonged. The good old man,not fee- 
ing the Maiden preſent there, but immagining that ſhe had made ſome 
ſhift for her ſelfe, anſwered thus. Gentlemen, there 1s no body here but 
my wife and-my ſelfe : as for this Horſe, which ſeemethto be eſcaped 
from the Owner, hee came hither yeſternight, and we gaue bim houſe- 
room: heere,rather ther) robe deuoured by Wolues abroad. T hen aid 
theprincipallofthe Theeviſh crew : This horſe ſhall be ours, inregard 
he hath no other Maſter,and let the owner come claime him of vs, _ 
When they had ſcarched euery corner of the poore Cottage, & found 
no ſach asthey looked for,fome of them went intothe backefide, 
wherethey had left their fauelins and Targets, wherwith they vſcd com- 
monly to trauaile. Ir tortuned, that one of them,being more ſubtily ſuf. 
pirious thenthe reſt, thruſt his Tauelin into the ſtacke of Hay, inthe ye. 
ry ſame place where the Damoſell lay kidden,miſhing very little of killing 
her ,for i entred fo farrce, thatthe iron head pierced quitethorough her 
Garments,and touched her left bare breſt : whereupon, ſhee was ready 
cocry out, as fearing that ſhe was wounded : but conſidering the place 
where ſhe was, ſhe lay till, and ſpake not a word. This diſordered com- 

any, afrer they had ted on ſome young Kids,and other fleſh which they 
Ce with them thither, they wentthence abour their theeuing exer- 
ciſe,taking the Damolels horſe along. with them. 

Aftcr they were gone a good diſtance off, the good old man began 
thus ro queſtion his Wife. What is become of (quoth hee.) our young 
Gentlewoman,which came ſo late to vs yeſternight:] haue nor ſeen her 
today fince our ariſing. The old woman made an{wer,that ſhe knew nor 
where ſhe was, and ſought all abour to finde her. Angelinaes feares being 
well ouer-blowne, and hearing none of the former noiſe, which made 
her the better hope of their departure,came forth of the Hay-ſtack;ywher- 
of the good old man was not alittle ioyfull, and becauſe ſhe had ſo well 
eſcaped from them : ſo ſeeing it was now broad day-light, he faid vnto 
her. Now that the morning is ſo fairely begun,if you can be {o well con- 
rented, we will bring you toa Caftle, which ſtands about two mules and 
art halfe hence, where you will be ſure to remaine ia ſafery. But you muſt 
necds trauaile thither on foot, becauſe the night-walkers that happened 
hither, haue raken away your horſe with them, 

Angelina making little or no account of ſuch a loſle,entreated them for 
charitiesfake,to condu@ her to that Caſtle, which accordingly they did, 
and arriucd there berweene ſcuen and eight of theclock. The Caſtic be- 
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longed roone of the Orftxi,being called,Liello d; Campo di Fiore, and by 
great good fortune, his witewasthen there, ſhe being a very vertuous and 
religious Lady. No ſooner did ſhe looke ypon Ange/rns, but ſheknew 
her immediately,and entertaining her very willingly,requeſted,to know 
the reaſon of her thus arriving there: which ſhe atJarge related, and mo- 
ued the Lady{who likewiſe knew Pea7o perfeftly well)to much compa(- 
ſton, becauſe he was a kinſman and deare friend to her Husband;and yn- 
derſtanding how the Theeues had {inprized him;ſhe feared, that he wa's 
{laine among them, whereupon ſhe {pake thus ro Angelina.  Secing you 
know not what is become of my kin{man Pedro, you ſhallremaine here 
with me, vatill ſuch time, as (if we heare no other tidings of him) you 
may with ſafcty be ſent backe to Rome, 

Pedroall this while ſitting in the Tree,ſo full of griefe,as no man could 
be more ; about the houre of midnight {by the bright ſplendour of the 
Moone)cſpied about ſometwenty Wolues, who, ſo ſoone as they got a 
ſight of the Horſe,ran and engirt him round about, The Horſe when he 
perceijued them ſo neere him, drew.his head ſo ſtrongly back-ward,that 
breaking the reines of his bridle, he laboured ro eſcape away from them. 
But being beſet on cuery lide,and ytterly vnable tohelpe himſelf,he con- 
tended with his teeth and feete in his owne defence;till they haled him 
violently tothe ground, and tearing his body in peices, letrnot a iot of 
him but the bare bongs,and afterward ran ranging thorow the Foreſt. Ar 
this ſight,poore Pedro was mightily diſmaicd, fearing ro ſpeed no better 
then his Horſe had done, and therefore could not deuiſe-what was beſt 
to be done; for he ſaw no likelihood,of getting out of the Foreſt with life. 
But day-light drawing on apace, and he almoſt dead with old, hauing 
ſtood quaking ſo long inthe Tree at length by continuall looking cuery 
where about him,to diſcernete leaſt glimpſe of any comfort ; he eſpied 
2 great fire, which ſeemed to be abour halfe a mile off from him. 

- By this time it was broad day, when he deſcended downe out of the 
Tree, (yct not without much feare) and tooke his way towards the fire, 
where being arriued, he found a company of Shepheards banquetring a- 
bout it, whom he curreouſly ſaluting,they tooke pity on his diſtrefſe,and 
welcommed him kindly. After he had taſted of ſuch cheare as they 
and was indifferently refreſhed by the good fire , he diſcourſed his har 
diſaſters tothem,as alſo how he happencd thither, defiring to know, it 
any Village or Caſtle were neere there about, where he might in berter 
manner relecue himſclfe.The Shepheatds told him,that about amile'and 
an halfe from thence, was the Caſtle of Signior Liello di Campo di Fiore, 
and that his Lady was reſiding therez which was no meane comfort to 
poore Pearo,requeſtingthat one of them would accompany him thither, 
as two of them did in louing manner, to rid him of all further feares. 

When he was arriued at the Caſtle,and found there diuers cf his fami- 

Har acquaintince ; he laboured to procure ſome meanes, that the Damo- 

ſell might bee ſought for inthe Forreſt. Then the Lady calling for her, 

and bringing her to himzhe ran and caught her in his armes, beingready 
ro 
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ro ſwoune withconceite of toy, for ncuer could any man be more com- 
forted,then he was arthe fight of his A»2e/ina, and queſtionleſſe, her ioy 
was not a iot inferiout tohis,ſuch afimpathy of firme loue was ſertled be- 
tweene them. The Lady ofthe Caſtle, after ſhe had giuen them very gfa- 
cious entertainment, and vnderſtood the ſcope'of their bold aduenture ; 
ſhe reproued them both ſomewhar ſharpely, tor preſumingſo farre with- 
out the conſent of their Parents. But perceiuing (notwithſtanding all her 
remonſtrances)that they continued ſtil} conſtant in their reſolution, with- 
out any incquality of cither fide ;-ſhee faide ro her ſelte, Why ſhould 
this matter be any way off. nftuerome * They louc each other loyally 
they are not inferiourto one another in birth, but in fortune ; they are 
equally loued and alliedro my Husband, andtheir defire is both honeſt 
and honorable. Moreouer, what know I, if it bethe will of Heauen tg 
haue it ſo 2: Theeues intended to hang him, in maliceto his name and kin- 
red, from which hard fare he hath happily eſcaped, Her life wag endan- 
gered by a ſharpe pointed Taueline, and yer her fairer ftarres would noe 
ſuffer her ſoto periſh; beſide,they have both eſcaped the fury of raucnous 
wild beafiind all theſe are apparant fignes, that future comforts ſhould . 
recompence former pafled misfortuncs xtarre be it theretorefrom me, to 
hinder the appointment of the Heauens. - 
Then turning her ſelte tothem, thus ſhe proceeded. If your defire be 
to ioyne in honourable marriage, 'I am well contented therewith, and 
your nuptials ſhall here be ſolemnized at my Husbands charges. Aftcr- 
ward both he and I will endeauour, to make peace berweene you and your 
diſcontented Parcats. Pedro was not a little ioyfullat herkinde offer, and 
Angelina much more then he;{o they were married together inthe Caſtle, 
and worthily feaſted by the Lady, as Forreſt entertainment covld permir, 
and there they enicycd the firſt fruns of ehierloue, Within a ſhore while 
atrer, the Lady and they (well mounted on Horſe-b2cke, and attended 
with an honourable traine} returned to Rowe ; where her Lord Lzello and 
ſhe preuailed fo well with Pearoes angry Parents : that the variance ended 
in loue and peace, andatterward they liued louingly together, till old age 


made them as honourable, as theirtrue and muruall affteRion formerly 
hadJone, 


Ricciardo Manardy,was found by Meſſer Lizio da Valbonna,as he ſate faft 
aſleepe at his Daughters Chamber window hauing his hand faft in hers,and 
ſhe ſleeping in the ſame manner, Whereupon, they are ioyned together in 
marriage, and their long loyall loue mutually recompenced, 

Thefourth Nouell. 

Declaring the diſcreete prouidence of Parents, in care of their Childrens loue 
= their owne credit, to cut off 1nconueniences before they do proceode tov 

arre, 


Mam Eiiz4 hauing ended her Tale, and heard whatcommendarti- 
**onsthe whole company gaue thereof, the Queene commanded Phi- 


loſtratic, 


| gouerned by Madam Fiammetta. q 1 72 


hſtuatue, to rell a Nouell agreeing with his ownec minde, who ſmiling 
thereat,thus replyed. Faire Ladies,[ haue bene ſo often checkt and ſnapr, 


for my yelterdayes mitter and argument of diſcourſing, which was 
both redious and offenſtue ro you; that if I intended to make you any 


amends, [{hould now vndertaketo tell ſuch a Tale, as might pur you in- 
ro. a mirthfull humour. Which I am determined ro do.in relating abriefe 


: andpleaſant Nouell, not any way offenſiue(as[ truſt)but exemplary for 
ſome good notes of obſcruation. 
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Not long fince,there lived in Romana, a Knight, a very honeſt Gen- 
tleman, and well qualified, whoſe name was Meſſer Lizio da Valbonna, to 
whom it fortuned, that (at his entrance into age) by his Lady and wite, 
called 14quemina,he had a Daughter,the very choyceſt and goodlieſt gen- 
tlewoman in all thoſe places. Now becauſe ſucha happy bleſſing(in their 
olde yeeres) was not alittle comfortable to them ; they thought them- 
ſclues the more bound in duty, tobe circumſpeR of her education, by 

keeping her our of oner-frequent companies, but onely ſuch as agreed 
beſt with their gravity, and might giue the leaſt ill example totheir 
Dwghter,who was named Catharina; as making no doubr, but by this 

their prouident and wary reſpeR, to match her in marriage anſwerable 
ro their liking. There was ld a yong Genrleman,in the very fourth 
eſtate of his yourhfull time, deſcended from the Family of the Munaray 
aa Brettinoro, named Meſſer Ricciardo, who oftentimes ff requented the 
Houſe of Meſſer Liz40,and was a continuall welcome gueſt to his Table, 
Meſſer Ltzio and his wife making the like account of him, evenas if hee 
bene their owne Sonne, 

This young Gallant, perceiuing the Maidento be very beaurfull, of 
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ſingular behaviour, and of ſuch yceres as was fit for marriage, became 
excceding enamoured cf her, yer concealed his affection lo c!olely as 
he could,which was not ſo couertly carried,but rhat ſhe percriued ic,and 
- prew into as good liking of him. Many times he had an carneſt deſire to 

4x conference with her, which yct ſtill he deterred, as fearing to dif- 
pleaſe her , atthe length he lighted on an apt opportunity,/ and boldly 
{pake to her in this manner. Faire Catharina,l hope thou wilt not let me 
Te for thy loue ? Signtor Riccrardo (replyed ſhe ſuddenly againe) hope 
you will extend the like mercy to me,as you delire that I ſhould ſhew to 
you. Thisanſwere waso arp oc Sette Rittiardo, tharprelently he 
ſaide. Alas deare Loue,l hauc dedicated all my faireſt fortunes onely to 
thy ſeruice,ſothat it remaineth ſoly inthy power,to diſpoſe of me as beſt 
ſhall pleaſe thee, and to appoint ſuch times of priuate connerlation, as 
may yeeld more comfort to my poore afflited ſoule. 

Catharins ſtanding muſing awhile, art laſt returned himthis an{were, 
Signior Ricctardo, quorh ſheyyou ſee whar a reſtraint 1s ſet on my liberty, 
how ſhort I am kept from conuerſing with avy one, that I hold this our 
enterparlancenow almoſt miraculous. Bur if you could deuiſe any conue- 
nient meanes,to admit ys more familiar freedome, without any preiudice 
co mine honour, or the leaſt diſtaſte ro my Parents ; do bur caſtruR ir, 
and I will aducnture it. R/ccrardo having conſidered on many wayes and 
meanes, thought one tobe the ficteſt of all ; and thereforethus replyed, 
Catharina (quoth he) the onely place for ourmore priuate talking toge- 
ther, I conceiue to bethe Gallery oucr your Fathers Garde If you can 
winne your Mother to lct you lodgethere, I will make meaties to clumbe 
ouer the wall, andatthe goodly gazing window, we may diſcourſe fo 
long as wepleaſe. Now truſt me deare Loue (anſwered C4rharima) no 
place can be more connenier:t for our purpoſe, there ſhall we heare the 
ſivecte Birds ſing, eſpecially the Nightiagale,whych I hauc heard ſinging 
there all the night long ; I will breake the matter to my Mother,and how 
I ſpeede, you ſhall heare further from me. So,with diucrs parting kiſſes, 
they brake off conference,till their next meeting. 

On the day following, which was towards the ending of the moneth 
of May,Catharins began to complaineto her Mother, that the ſeaſon was 
ouer-hot and tedious,to be ſtill lodged in her Mothers Chamber, becauſe 
it was an hinderance to her ſleeping ; and wanting reſt, it would be an 
empairing of her health. Why Daughter/quoth the Mother )the weather 

_ (asyet)isnot ſo hot,but{in my minde)you may very well endure it. Alas 
Mother, ſaide ſhe, agcd people, as you and my Father are, do not feele 
the hcarcs of youthfull blood, by reaſon of your farre colder complexion, 
which is notto be meaſured by younger yeeres.I know that well Daugh- 
ter, replyed the Mother ; bur 1s it in my povrer, to make the weather 
warme or coole,as thou perhaps would(ſt haue it? Seaſons areto be ſuffe- 
red,according to their ſeuerall qualities ; and rhough the laſt night might 
ſceme hotzthis next enſuing may be cooler, and then thy reſt will be the 
better. No Mother,quoth Cerharina,that cannot be;tor as Summer WY 
ccedet 
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cecderh on, othe heate encreaſsth; and no expettation:can be ot tem- 
perate weather, . vntillir growerh)to Winter agtine; || VVby Davghter, 
laide the, Mother, what wouldeſtthou haue me t0.do;,*;Mocher {quork 
ſhe) it.ig might ſtand, with my Fathers good liking/and yours, woutd bt 
ſparedfrom-the Garden Gallery, whici-is a-grear deale more coole lod: 
ged. There hall lhearethe {weere Nightingale fiog, as'cherynightthe 
victhto do,and magy,other pretty Bides beſide, which Iegnaoedo fod- 
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The Mother loving her Daughter dearely, ageing ome-whar ouer- 
fond of her, and very willing to give her cooxenament ; firomifed ro im- 
part her minde to; ber Father,notdoubting bated e:Whar ſhee re. 
queſted. ,VVhen{he had; mooued the:mattert@ defer hiaiv w 
made him ſomewhat frowardand realty; angerly ſaid 16; his-wife, Why 
how now.woman'*? Cannot our -Daughterſleepe, except the heare the 
Nightingale {inge Let there be 2bed made for her in the Ogen,and there 
ct the Crickets make her melody; 1; When Cathariza heard this an{wert 
from her Father, and {aw her delire ro be diſappointed: y noc onely could 
ſhe take any reſt the; night following, 'but alſo complained more of the 
heate then b:fore, not ſuffering her Mother to take any reſt which made 
her go angetly to her. Husband inthemorning, ſaying. Why Husband, 
haue we but one onely Daughter, whom you precend to laue right dear- 
ly, and yet can youbc ſo'icareleflcat her as tordenie her a requeſt, which 
15no morethen reaſon > What matter is itto-you or me, t91er her lodge 
in the Garden Gallery 7 Is her young blood to be compared with ours ? 
Canour weake and crazie bodies, feele rhe frolicke temper of hers? Alas, 
{hc is hardly fas yet) out of her childiſh yeercs,and Children haue many 
delires farre differing from ours : the finging of Birdes is rare muficke ro 
them,and chiefly che Nightingale; whoſe ſweete notes willprouoke them 
to reſt, when neither Artor Phyſicke can do it. 

Isiteucnſo Wife 2 anſwered Meſſer Lizzo, Muſt your will and mine 
be gouerncd by our Daughter ? Well be itſothen, let her bed be made in 
the Garden Galleric, but I will have the keeping of the key, both ro locke 
her inat night, and ſcr her at liberty eucry morning. -Woman, woman, 
yong weaches are wily,many wantoncrotchetsare bulic'in their braines, 
and to vs that are aged,they ſing like Lapwings, telling vs onething, and 
intending another ; talking of Nightingales, when their mindes run on 
Cocke-Sparrowes.  Sceing Wife, ſhe muſt needes haue her minde, let 
yer your care and. mine extend fo farre,, to keepe her chaſtity v 
ted, and our credulity from being abuſed.  Cetharins hauing thus preuai- 
Icd with her Mother, her bed made in the Garden Gallerie,and ſecret 1n- 
relligence giuznto Kicczardo, tos preparing his meanes of acceſſero her 
window, old prouident Liz# lockes rhedvore to beq-ward,and giues her 
liberty ta cone forth inthe morning, for his owne lodging was ncereto 
che ſame Gallery. $421 fg 

In the deadand filent time of aight, wheo all (bur Louets) take their 
relt ; Ricc3a7do having prouided a 7" of Ropes, with grapling hookes 
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to take hold aboue and below,according as he had occaſion to vie it. By 
helpe thereof, firſt he moumed over the Garden w:l!l, andtherrflimbde 
vp to the Gallery window,before which(as is cuery where in Italie)was a 
lictle roundengirting Tarras, onely for 2 man to ſtand vpon, for making 
cleane the window,or otherwiſe repairing ir. Many nights(in'this man- 
ner) enjoyed they their meetings,entermixingthetr amorous conference 
with infinite kiſſes andkinde embraces,as the window gane Teatie, 'he fre- 
ting in che Tarras, and departing alwayes before breake ofday, for feare 
of being diſcouered by afty.. - #* ” of on —Shaky 
Bur, as excefſe of delight isthe Nurſe to negligence, and begerterh ſuch 
an ouer-preſuming boldneffe, as afterward provettito be ſauced with re- 
pentance : ſocame it to paſſe with out ouer-fond Lovers, in being takeri 
tardy through their owne folly, Aftcrthey had many rimes met in this 
manner,the nights (according tothe ſeaſon) growing ſhorter and ſhorter, 
which their ſtoIne delight made them lefle reſpeRine of, then was requi. 
ſite in an aduenture ſo Yangerous:* it fortuned,” thattheir aniorons plea- 
ſure had ſo farre tranſported them,and dulled their fenfes in {ich forr, by 
theſe their continuall nightly watchings ; that they' both fell fiſt aſleepe, 
he hauing his hand loſtd inhers, andſhe one arme folded about his bo-- * 
dy,and thos they ſlept till broadeday light. 'Old Meſſer Lizio, who con- 
rinually was the morning Cocketo the whole Houſe, going foorth imo 
his Garden, ſaw how his Daughter and Riccardo were ſcated atthe win- 
dow. in he went againe, and going to his wives Chamber, faideto her. 
Riſe quickly wife,and you ſhall ſee qphar made your Daughter fo defirons 
to lodgein the Garden Gallery. Iperccine that ſhee loued to heare the 
Nightingale, for ſhe hath caught one, and holds him faſt in herhand. Is 
ir poſſible, ſaide the Mother, that our Daughter ſhould carch alive Nigh- 
tingalc in the darke 2 You ſhall ſee that your ſelfe, anſwered Meſſer Lizio, 
it you will make haſt, and go with me. 

She, putting on her garments in great haſte, followed her Husband, 
and being come to the Gallery doore,he opened it very ſoftly, and going 
tothe window, ſhewed her how they both ſate faſt aſleepe, andin ſuch 
manner as hath bene before-declared ; whereupon, ſhee perceiving how 
Riceciardo and Catharina had both deceiued her,would haue made an out- 
cry, but that Meſſer Liz5o ſpake thus to her, Wife,as you loue me,fpeake 
not a worg,neither make any noyſe : for, ſecing ſhee hath loued Atceciardo 
without our knowledge, and they haue had their priuate meetings in this 
manner, yet free from any blamefull imputation he {hall enioy her, and 
ſhe him. Riccierdo is a Gentleman, well deriued, and of rich poſſeſſions, 
it can be nodiſparagement to vs, that Catharina match with him in ma- + 
riage, which he neither ſhall,or dare deny to do, inregard of out Lawes 
ſexerity;for climbing vpto my window with his Ladder of Ropes,where- 
by his lite is forfeired tothe Law, except our Daughter pleaſe to ſpare it, 
as 1: remaineth in her power to doe, by accepting him as her husband, or 
yeelding his life vp tothe Law,which ſurcly ſhe will not ſuffer, their loue 


agreeing together in ſuch mutuall manner, and he aduenturing ſo dange- 
rouſly for her. Madam 
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Madam 1aquemrna, perceiving that her husband ſpake very reaſona- = 
bly, and was no more offended at the marter ; ſtept afide with him be- 
hinde the drawne-Curraines, yntill they ſhould awake of theraſelues. Ar 
the-laſt, Ricctardo awaked, and ſeeing it was ſo farre.in the day,thought 
himſelfe halfe dead and calling to Catharina, ſaide, Alas deare Love ! 
what ſhall we doe ? we haue ſlepttoo long, and ſhall be taken here. Ar 
which word, Meer Lizi torth from behindthe Curraines, ſaying. 
Nay,Sgni0y Rittiards,ſceing you hane found ſuchahvnbefitting way hi- 
ther,we will Prone you a betterfor your backe returning, VV hen Ric- 
ciardo ſaw the Father and Mother both there preſent;he could nor deuiſe 
what to do or fayjhis ſenſes became ſo Roy confounded; yet know- 
ing how hainoofly he had offended, - if rhe ſtrianeſle of Law lhould bee 
challenged apninſt him, failing on his knees, he ſaide. Alas Meſſer Lizio, #7 
I humbly craue your mercy, confeſſing my ſelfe well worthy of death, 
that knowing the ſharpe rigourof the Law, *Twould preſume ſo audaci- 
ouſly to breake it, But pardon me worthy Sit, my loyall and vnfeigned 
loue ro your Daughter Catharina, hath bene the only cauſe of my tranſ- 

refling. | | £ . 
- Cecardh (replied Meſſer Liz70) the loueT bratethee, andthe honeſt 
confidence I do repoſe in thee, ſtep vp (inſome meaſure) to plead thine 
excuſe,eſpecially inthe regard of my Daughter,whom Iblamethce nor 
for louing,but for this valawfull way ofpreſuming to hex, Neuertheleſle, 
perc*iuing how the caſe now ftandeth, and confidering withall, thar 
youth and affetion were the ground of thine offence * 0 free thee from 
death, and my ſelfe from diſhonout, beforethoudeparteſt hence, thou 
ſhale eſpouſe my Daughter Catherina, to make her thy Jawfull wife in 
marriage, and wipe off all ſcandall to my Houſe and me. All this while 
was poore Catharins on her knces likewiſe to her Mother, who{notwith- 
ſtanding this herbo!d aduenture) made carneſt ſuitets her Husband to 
remit all, b:cauſe Ricczardo right gladly condiſcended, as it being the 
maine iſſue of his hope and delire ; to accept bis Catharina in marriage, 
whereto ſhe was as willing as he. Meſſer Lizzoprelently called forthe 
Confcſſour of his Houſe,and borrowing one of his Wiues Rings, before 
OF went out of the Gallery ; &:cciardo and Catharina were eſpouled to- 
gcther,totheir no little ioy and contentment, 

Now had they morc leaſure for further conference, with the Parents 
and kindred to Ricczardo, who being no way diſcontented with this ſud- 
den match, but applauding it in the higheſt degree z they were publikely 
maried againe inthe Cathedrall Churchzand very honourable triumphes 
performed at the nuprials,liuing long after in happy proſperity, 


Guidottoof Cremona, depart ing out of this mortall life Jeft a Daughter of his, 
with Kbaaci of = Giouanni di Seuctino, «ud Menghinoda 
Minghole,fel/ borh in lowe with the young Maiden and fought for herwho 
being afterward knowne to be the Siſter to Giouanni, ſhe was given in ma- 
r:age to Mcnghitio, | | 
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therein may be obſerued, what quarrels and. contentions are occaſioned by 
Lone ; with ſome part icular deſcription, concerning the funcerity of lojall 
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At the Ladies laughing heartily, at the Nouell of the Nightingale, fo 
plerſingly dceliuered by Philoſtratus, when they ſaw the-ſame to b= 
ſully ended, the Queene thus ſpake. Now truſt me Phzloffratws, though 
yeſtcr-day you did much opprefſ2 mce with melancholly, yer you have 
made me fuch an amends to day, as wehaue little reaſon to complaine 
any more of you, So conuerting her ſpeech to Madam Nezphila, ſhee 
commanded her to ſuccecde with her diſcourſe, which willingly ſhe yeel- 
ded to, beginning in this manner, Scing it pleaſed Philoſtratws, to pro- 
duce his Nouell out of Romana : I meanc to walke with him inthe ſame 
tur:(diction,concerning what Tan to ſay. 

There dwclt ſometime inthe City of Fame, two Lombards, the one 
being named Gurdotto of Cremona, andthe other Tacomine of Pauid, men 
of ſ1icicnt entrance into yeares,  hauing followed the warres (as Soul- 
diers)all their youthfull rime.Gu/dotto feeling ſickneſſe to ouer-maſter him, 
and hauung no ſonne,kinſman,or friend, in whom he might repoſe more 
rralt,then he did in [ace + having long conference with him about 
his worldly affaires, and ſerled his whole eſtate in good order ; he left a 
Daughter ro his charge, about ten yeeres of age, with all ſuch goods as 
he enioyed, and then departedout of this life. It came to paſſe, that the 
City of Faenza, long time being moleſted with tedious warres, and ſub- 
iectc> to very leruile condition ; beganne now to recouer her former 
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ſtrength, withfree permiſſion (tor all ſuch aspleaſed) roxewirne and po. 
ſefle their former dwellings. VWhereupon, /acomine (having ſometime 
bene aniphabitant there) was deftrous to liuein-Facnz4 againe, conuay- 
ing thither all his goods,and taking with himalſo the young Girle, which 
24 gi had left him, whom hee loned, and 're{peRted as his owne 
childe, ri | ob bvild : 
As ſhee grew in ſtature, fo ſhe: did in beauty and vertuovs qualities, 
as none was more commended throughout the whole City, for faire, ci- 
uill, and honeſt demeanour, which incited many amorouſly to aff: her, 
Bur(aboueall the reſt) two very honeſt young men, of good fame and re- 
pute, who were ſo equally in love addied to her, that being icalous of 
cach others fortune, 1h preuenting oftheir ſeuerall hopefullexpeRations 
a deadly hatred grew ſuddenly betweene them, the one being named, 
Giouanni de Seuerino, and the other Menghino de Mrnghele,Either of theſe 
ewo young men,be fore the Maide was fifteene yeeres old, laboured tobe 
poſleſſed ot her in marriage, bur her Guardian would giue no: confent 
thereto : wherefore, percetuing their honeſt intended meaning to be fru- 
ſtrated,they now began to buſte their braines, how to forc ſtall one ano» 
ther by craft andcircumuention, _ 1} 19 50 bla 
14coming had a Maide-ſervant belonging to his Houſe, ſomewhat aged, 
and a Man-ſcruant beſide, namee Grzpello, of mirthfull diſpoſition, and 
very friendly,with whom G:onann gry in great familiarity,and when he 
found time fit for the purpoſe, he difcouered his love to him, _— 
his furtheranceand afhſtance, incompatkng the height of his debre,wit 
bountifull promiſes of rich rewardingg whereto Grinello returned this an- 
ſwcre. I kaow not how to ſted youin this caſe,but when my Maſter ſhall 
ſup faorch at ſome Neighbours houſe,to admit your entrance where ſhee 
is : becauſe, if I offer roſpeake to her, ſhe never will ſtay to heare mee. 
Wherctore, if my ſcruice this way may doe you any good, I promile to 
performe ir ; doe you belide,as you ſhall finde it moſt convenient tor you 
Sothe bargaine was agreed on berweene them, and nuthing clſe nowre. 
mained,bur to what iſſue ir ſhould ſort inthe end. . 
Mexghino, onthe other {ide,having entred into the Chamber-maides 
acquaintance, ſped ſo well with her, that ſhe deligered ſo many melſ- 
ſages from him,as had(already)halfe won the liking of the Virgin;paſing 
turther promilcsto him befide, of bringing him to haue conference wit 
her, whenſocucr her Maſter ſhovld be abſent from home. Thus Menghino 
being fauoured (on the one ſide) by the olde Chamber-maide,and Gio- 
vannzt(on the other) by truſty Grinel/o, their amorous warre was now on 
foote, and diligently followed by both their ſollicirors, Within a ſhort 
while aſter, by the procurement. of Grenello, 1acomno was inuted by a 
Neighbourto ſupper, in company of diuers his familiar friends, where- 
of intelligence being giuen to Gzouanni ; aconcluſion paſſed berweene 
chem, that (vpon a cerraine ſignale giuen) he ſhould come, and findethe 
doore ſtanding ready open, to giue him all acceſſe vato the affected 
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The appeimed night bring core,” and neither of theſe hor Louers 
knowing the others intear, but their ſuſpicion being alike, and encreafi 
hey'made choyce of certaine friends and affociates, 


ſtill more and more; t 


well armed and prouided,for eithersſafer entrance when need ſhould re. 
quire. Menghino ſtayed with histroope,ina ncere neighbouring houſe ro 
the Mayden attending when the ſignall would be giuen :but G:ouann; and 
his conſorts,, were ambuſhed ſomewhat furtheroff from the houſe, and 
both ſaw when 14comino went foorthrofupper; ' Now Grinello and the 
Chamber-maide began tovary, which ſhould ſendthe other our of the 
way,till they had cffeQedrheir ſeuerall inuentiongwherupon Gy#»:H ſaid 
to her. VV hat makerh thee to walke thus about thehoufe, and why doeſt 
thou not getthee to bed ?\ And thou(quoth the'Maide)why doeſt thou 
nor goe to attend on our Maſter, andrarry for his returning hotae* I am 
ſure thou haſt ſapt long agoe, and Iknow no buſineſſe here inthe houſe 
for thee to doe, Thus(by no meanes)che one could ſend away the other, 
bur either remained as the others hinderance, 

But Grinello remembring himſelfe, that rhe houte of his appointment 
with Gio#anst was come, he faide to himmſelfe. What care I whether our 
olde Maide be preſent, or no * It ſhe diſcloſe any thing that I doe, I can 
be reuenged on her when T liſt. So, having made the fgnall, he wentto 


open then doore,cucn when G/ovenni(and two of his confederates)ruſhed 


intothe Houſe, and finding the faire young Maiden fitting in the Hall, 


laide hands on her,to beare her away.The Damoſell began to refiſt them, 
crying out for helpe ſo loude as ſhe could, astheolde Chamber-maide 
didthe like : which Aerahino hearing, he ranne thither preſently with his 
friends, and ſeeing the young Damoſell brought well-necre out of the 
Houſe ; theyidrew their Swords,crying out : Traytors, you are but dead 
men,here is no violence to be offered,neither is this a booty tor ſuch baſe 
proomes. Sothey layed about them luſtily, and would not permit them 
co palle any further. Onthe other ſide, vpon this mutinous noyſe and our- 
cry, the Neighbours came foorth of their houſes, with lights, ſtanes, 
and clubbes,greatly reprouing them for this out rage, ycr affiſting Mer- 
ghins : by meanes whereof,after along time of contention, Menghine re- 
coucred rhe Mayden from Growarnr, and placed her peaceably in /acoms- 
noes Houle. 

No ſooner was this burly burly ſoraewhat calmed, but the Sericants 
rothe Captine ofthe City, came thither, and apprehended divers of the 
mutiners : among whom were Merghime,Grouanni, and Grinello, commit- 


_ tingthem immediately co priſon. But after cuery thing was pacificd, and 


Iaxcomino returned home to his houſe from ſupper , he was nor a little of- 
fended at ſo groſſe an iniury, When he was fully informed, how the mart - 
ter happened,and apparantly perceiued, that no blame at all tould be im- 
poſed on the Maypeu : hegrew the better contented,reſoluing with him- 
ſelfe (becauſe no more ſuch inconueniences ſhould happen)to haue her 
married {o {oone as poſſibly he could. 


When morning was come, the kindred and fricads on cither fide, vn- 
derſtan- 
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derſtanding thetrnth of the crrour commitred,and knowing beſide, whar 
puniſhment would be inflited'onthe'priſoners; if 7ac09480' preſſed the 
matter no further, thenas with reaſon and equity well he might z they re- 
paired tothim, and (in gentle ſpeeches) 'enrreated him-morto regarda 
wrong offeted by varuly'and yourtifullpeople, 'meerely Urawne into the 
ation byperſwafionof friends ;- ſabmitring'both themſclues, 'and the of- 
fendors, to ſuch ſarisfaRion as pleaſed 16 appointthem.- '1azomine, who 
had ſeene and obſerued many thihps in histime, \and wasa manof: found 
vnderſtanding,returnedthem thisanſwer. 1 27, £1 36 | 
Gentlemen,if I were in mine owne Country, asnow Tamin yours, I 
would as forwardly confeſſe my ſelfe your friend, as here I muſt necdes 
fall Chort of any ſuch ſeruice, but eyen as you ſhall pleaſe to command 
me. But plainely, and withour all further ceremonious coinplement, 1 
muſt agree to whatſocuer you can requeſt, asrhinking you'to be more in- 
jured by methen any great wrong that | haue ſuſtained. Concerning the 
young Datnoſell remaming in my Houſe, 'ſhe is not (as many have ima- 
gincd)either of Cremona, or Paura, but borne a Faemtine, here'in this Cis 
tic : albeit neither my ſelfe, ſhe, or he of whome Thad her, did ever know 
it, or yer could learne whoſe Daughter ſhe was, - Wherefore, the ſuire 
you make to me, ſhould rather (induty) be mineto you : for ſhee is a na- 
tive of your owne, doc right to her, andthen yon can doe no wrong vnto 
mee. 
When the Gentlemen vndetſtood, that the Mayden was borne in F4- 
enza, they maruelled thereat, and after they had thanked /acomune tor his 
curteour anſwer z they deſired him tolet them know, by wharmeanes the 
Damoſell came into his cuſtody,and how he kney her to be borne in F«- 
ena:4 : when hce, percciuing themattentjue to heare him, began in this 
manner. 

Vnderſtand worthy Gentlemen, that Gardotioof Cremona, was my 
companion and deare friend, who growing neere to his death, rolde me 
that when this City was rſuzprized by the Emperour Frederigo, and all 
things committed to ſacke andſpoile; he and certaine of his confederates 
entred into a Houſe, which they found to bee well furniſhed with goods, 
but viterly forſaken of the dwellers, onely this poore Mayden excepred, 
being then aged but two yceres,or thereabout. As hee mounted vp the 
ſteps, with intent to depart from the Houſe ; ſhe called him Father,which 
word moucd him ſo compatſhonately,that he went backe againe,brought 
her away with him, and all things of worth which were inthe ___ 
inpthence afterwardto Fano, and there deceaſing, hee left her and all h 
goods to my charge; conditionally, that I ſhould ſee her married when 
due time required, and beſtow on her the wealth which he had lcfr her. 
Now, veryrrue it is, although her yeeresare conuenicnt for marriage,yet 
T could neuer finde any one to beſtow her on,atleaſt that I thought fitting 
for her : howbcit, I willliſten thereto much more reſpeRiuely,before any 
other ſuch accident [hall happen. 


Itcame to paſſe, that in the reporting of this diſcourſe, there ou —_ 
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a Gentleman inthe compavy, named Ga//lemmmo ds Hedicina,who atthe 

ſurprizall of the City, was preſent with G«/dotro of Cremona, and knew 
well thc Houſe which he had ranſacked.the owncr whereof was alſo pre- 
ſent with him,wherefore taking him afide,heſaid ro him. Bernardineghea- 
reſt thou what Zacomine hath related t Yes very well,replyed Bernardino, 
and remember withall,thar in that diſmall bloody combuſtion þ loſt a lie- 
tle Daughter, about the ape as /acomrms Queſtionleſſe then re- 
plycd GuiHemineo,. ſhe muſt needs be the ſame young Mayden, for I was 
there at the ſame time,and in the Houſe, whence Gaiderto did bring both 
the Girle and goods, and I do perfectly remember, thatir was thy Houſe. 
I pray thee call to minde, if euer thou ſaweſt any ſcarre 6r marke about 
hcr,which may reviue thy. former knowledge of her, for my minde per- 
ſwades me,that the Maide is thy Daughter, 

Bernardino muſing awhile with humſelfe, remembred, that yader her 
left care,ſhe had aſcarre, in the forme of alintlecroſſe, which happened 
by the byting of a Wolfe, and but a ſmall while before the ſpayle- was 
made. VVhercfore,withour deterring it to any further timeghe ſtept to 7e- 
comino (who as yet ſtayed there) and entreated him to fetch the Mayden | 
from his houſe, becauſc (hee mightbe knowne to ſome in the company : 
whereto right willingly he condiſcended, and there preſented the Mazde 
be fore them. So ſoone as Bernardino beheld her,he began to be much in-+ 
wardly moued, forthe perte& charrater of her Mothers countenance, 
was really figured in her ſweete face;onely that her beauty was ſomewhar 
more excelling. Yet not herewith {atisfied, he defired /acominoto bee fo 
pleaſed, asto lift vpa little the lockes of haire, depending oucr ber lefe 
care. /«commo did it preſently,albeit. with a modeſt bluſhing inthe Maide, 
and Berxardimo looking aduiſed!y on it5knew itto be the ſelfc-ſame croſle, 
whichconfirmed her conſtantly to be his Daughter. 

Oucrcome with cxceſle of ioy, which made the teares to trickle downe 
his cheekes,he proftcred to embrace and kiſle the Maide : but ſhe refuſing 
bis kindneſle, becauſe (as yet) ſhe knew no reaſon forir, hee turned him- 
(cIfe to /acomyne, laying. My deare brother and friend, this Maide is my 
Daughter,and my Houſe was the ſame which Gnidetto ſpoyled,in the ge- 
nerall hayocke of our City, and thence he carried this childe of mine, for- 
gotten (inthe fury) by my Wife her Mother. Bur happy was the houre 
of his becomming her Father, and cartying her away with him ; for clſc 
the had periſhed 1athe fire, becauſe the Houſe was inſtantly burnt downe 
tothe ground, The Mayden hearing his words,obſcruing him alſo to be a 
manot yecres and grality : ſhe beleeued what he faide, and humbly ſub- 
mitted her (cltero his kiſſes and embraces, cuen as inſtructed therero by 
inſtin& of nature. Beynard:/n0 inſtantly ſentfor his wife,her owne Mother, 
his daughters,ſonnes,and kindred,who being acquainted withthis admira- 
ble accident,gaue her moſt gracious and kinde welcome, he receiving he 
from /acomins as his childe,and the y perm which Guidetto had left her, 


When the Capraine of the City (being a very wiſe and worthy Gen + 


eman)heard theſe tydings,and knowing that Gjouer»;, then bispriſoner, 


was 
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was the Son to Bernardino, and naturall Brother to the newly recourred 
Maide : he bethought himſelfe, how beſt he might qualifie the fault com- 
mitted by him. Andentring into the Hall among them, handled the mar- 
ter ſodiſcreetly, that a louing lengue of peace was confirmed betwtene 
Glioxanni and Menghinegco whom (with free and full conſent on all ſides) 
the faire Maide, named Agatha, was giuen in marriage, with a more ho- 
nourable enlargement of her dowry,and Grinelo, with the reſt, delivered 
out of priſon, which for their tumultuous riot they had iuſtly deſerued. 
Menghino and Agatha had their wedding worthily folemnized, with all 
duc honours bclonging rhercto 5 and long time after they had liued in 
Faenza, highly beloued,and graciouſly eſteemed. 


Guion di Procida, being found familiarly conner ſing with a youns Dameſell, 
which he lowed; and had brene giuen(formerly)to Frederigo,King of Sici- 
lig : was bound to 4 take, to be conſumed with fire, From which danger (#t- 
wertheleſſe )he eſcaped, bring knowne by Don Rogiero de Oria, Lord Ad- 
mirall of Sicilie and afierward married the Damoſell, 

The fixth Novell. 
herein is manifefied,that lone can leade a man into numberieſſe perils © ont of 


which bt eſcapeth with 
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| THe Nouell of Madame Neiphils being ended, which proued vety 
pl 


eafing torhe Ladies : the Queene commanded Madam Pampmmes, 
that ſhe ſh6uld ptepare to take her turne txt, whereto willingly obey- 
ing, thus ſhe began. Many and mighty (Gracious Ladies) are the pre- - 
uailingpowers of loue, conduRting amorous ſoules into infinite trauels, 
with inconueniences no way auoidable,andnoteahly tobe foreſcene, or 


prevented. As partly already hathbene obſerued, by diuers of ourfor- 


i mer 


ouells, © TheFifr Da, 


mer Nouels related, and ſome (no doubt) to coſuc hercafter ;for one of 
them (comming now to my memory) I ſhill acquaiar you withall, in ſo 
good tearmes as | can, , ; | 

1{chiz is an lland very neere to Naples, wherein (not long (ince)liued a 
fairc and louely Gentlewoman, named Refitma, Daughter roa Gentle- 
man ofthe ſame Iſle, whoſe name was May:no Belgaro, A proper youth . 
called Guion, dwelling alſo ina ncere neighbouring Iſle, called Procidz, 
did louc her as dearly as his owne life, and ſhe wasas intiraartely affeAed 
rowards him. Now becauſe the ſight of her was his onely comforr,as oc- 
caſion gauc him leauehe reſorted to 1ſch:4 very oftenin the day time,and 
as often alſo in the night ſeaſon, whenany Barke paſſed from Procida to 
Iſcbia, if to ſee nothing elſe, yet to behold the walles that encloſed his Mi- 
ſtreſle thus. 

While this loue continued in equall feruency, it chanced vpona faire 
Summers day, that Reſtituts walked alone ypon the Sea-{hore, going 
from RocketoRocke, hauing a naked kaife in her hand, wherewiuh ſhe 
opened ſuch Oyſters asſhee tound among the ſtones, ſecking for ſmall 
pearles encloſed in their ſhelles, Her walke was very ſolitary and ſhady, 
with a faire Spring or Vell adioyning to it,8& thither (at that very inſtane 
rime)caraine Sticz/zan young Gentleman, which came from Naples, had 
made their retreate. They percciuing the Gentlewomanto be very beau- 
tifull (ſhe as yet not hauing any ſight of them) and in ſuch a blent place 
alone by her ſelfe : concluded rogerher, to make a purchaſe of her, and 
carry her thence away with them ; as indeed they did, notwichſtanding 
all her out cryes andexclaimes,bearing her perforce aboard their Batke. 

Setting ſayle thence, they artined in Calabria, and then there grew a 
orcat contention betweenethem, to which of them this booty of beauty 
ſhould belong,becauſe each of them pleaded atitle to her. Bur when they 
could not grow to any agreement,but doubted greater diſaſters would en- 
ſue thereon, by breaking their former league of friendſhip : by an cquall 
conformity in conſent, they reſolued, ro beſtow her as a rich preſent, on 
Freder igo King of Sicilie, who was then young and jouial], and could not 
be pleaſcd with a better gifr 3 wherefore, they were no ſooner landed at 
Palermo, but they did according as they had determined, The King did 
commend her beauty extraordinarily, and liked her farre beyond all his 
other Loues : but, being at that time empaired in his health, and his body 
much diſtempered by ill dyet ; he gaue command, that vnill he ſhould be 
in more able diſpoſition, ſhe muſt be kept in a goodly houſe of his owne, 
ereRed in a beautifull Garden, called the Cube,where ſhe was attended in 
moſt pompous manner. 

| Now grew the noyſe and rumor great in I(chia, about this rape or ſtea- 
ling away of Ref/:tuts , bur the chicteſt greeuance of all, was, that it could 
not be knowne how,by whom,or by what meanes. But G«con di Procide, 
whom this iniury concerned much more then any other : ſtood not ine x+ 
pectation of better tydings from J/chia,but hearing what courſe the Barke 
trad taken, made ready another, to follow after with all poſſible ſpeede. 


Flying 
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Flying thus on the winged winds chrough the Seas,cuen from Mineruc, 
ynto the Scalez inCalabria,ſearching for his loſt Louzin cijery angle * a6 
length it wastold him at rhe Scales, rhat ſhee was carryed away by cer: 
taine SzciMlian Marriners, to Palermo, whither Guton ſct fayle immedii 
arcly. | | | 
A fter ſomediligent ſearch made there, he vnderſtood;thatſhewasd 
liuered tothe King, and he had giuen ſtritcommand, for keeping her in 
his place of pleaſure;calied the Cube: which newes were nota little gree- 
vous to him, for now he was almoſt quite out of hope, not onely.ot euet 
enioying —_ alſo ro ſceing a Eyre 6 Loue would not let 
him vtter ire, whereupon heſent away his Barque.and percemi 
himſelfc to be - KW ne. of any; he collinurd for Gas "nc 2 lems 
walking many times by thatgoodly place of pleaſure. It chanced ona 
day,that keeping his walke as he vied rodo,Forrune was ſo fauourableto 
him, as to let him haue a fight of her at her window ,; from whence alſo 
ſhe had a full view of him, ro their exceeding comfott and contentment. 
And G#/0r obſcruing,that the Cube was ſeated ina place of (mall reſort ; 
approached ſo necreas poſſibly he durſt, to haue ſome conference with 
Reſtituta, 1p L 
As Loue ſets a keene edge on the. dulleſt ſpirit, and (by a ſmall aduan- 
tage)makes a man the more aduentutous : ſo this little time-of vnſecne 
talke, inſpired him with courage, and»her with witty .aduice, by what 
meanes his acceſſe might he much.neererto her; and their communicaris 
on concealed from any diſcouery,the {Cituationof the place,and benefit 
of time duly conſidered. Night muſtbe the cloud to their amarous.con- 
clufion,and therefore,ſo much thereof being ſpent, as was thought con+ 
ucnient, he returned thithcr againe, provided of ſuch grappling-yrons, as 
is required when men will clamber, made faſt ynto his hands-and knees; 
by their helpe hce attained: to the top of the wall;/ whence difſcending 
downe into the Garden,there he found the maine yard of 2 ſhip, whereof 
before (he had giuen hint inſtruRion,and rearing'it vp againſt her Cham 
ber window, made that his meancs-tos aſcending thexero, ſhe having lefa 
1t open for his eaſter.entrance. |! -/{; tin 4G part oo art nd 
You cannax denie (faite Ladies} butherewa$2 very hopefull begin+ 
ning, and likely ro hauc as bappy an ending,weregt,nor etueLoucs faral 
miſery, euen inthe very height of promiſed eu cog, KT 
vnkind preuention,and-in ſuch manncras 1 williellyou, | F 
tended for our, Louers meeting, proved diſaſtrous and dreadfull.to chem 
both : for the Ring, whoat.the firſt ſight of Reſir444, Was, higbly pleaſed 
with her excelling beaury;gaae ordee0/bis EunaehGs and ther women, 
that a coſtly bathe hould be prepared tor her,and thereimnolether weare 
away that.night;becauſe the acxt day he imendedgo viſt her; | Reflttubh 
being rozally condydted from, her Chamber zaghe Bake, arended on 
with Torch-lighr,as if. ſh; bad bene, a Queene :1none remained chere be- 
hind,but ſuch women as,waited on hex,30d the Guards wihaur, which 
watched the Chamber... .. 1Þ5? n N75 £ | "17 iD! 4s 16 
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+ No ſooner was 'poore Gzzopalott at the window, calling foftly to his 
Miſtreſſe, as if ſhe had benethere z but he was oner-heard by the women 
in the darke:and immediately apprehended by the Guard, who forthwith 
brought him before the Lord Marſhall, where being examined, and he a: 
uouching,that Reſttuta was his cleted wife, and for her he bad preſumed 
in that manner;cloſcly was he kept in priſon till the next morning. When 
he came into the Kings preſence, and there boldly iuſtified the goodnefle 
ofhis cauſe : 8eftrrwrz likewiſe was ſent for, who no ſooner ſaw her deare 
Louc G«#03,, but ſhe ran and caught him faſt aboutthe necke, 'kiffing him 
in'teares, and grecuing not a little at his hard fortune. Hecreatthe King 
rew exceedingly enraged, loathing and hating hernow,much morerhen 
X emdely hee did affe& her, and hauing himſelfe ſeene by what ſtrange 
meancs hedid climbe ouer the wall, and then tnounted to her Chamber 
window ; he was extreamely impatient, and could not otherwiſe bee per- 
fwaded, but that their meetings thus had bene very many. 
Forthwith hee ſentenced them both with death, commanding, that 
they ſhould be conueyed thence to Pa/ermo, and there (being ſtript iarke 
naked) be bound to a ſtake backe tobacke, and foro ſtand the tull ſpace of 
nine houres, to ſce if any could rake knowledge, of whence,or what they 
were , thenafterward,to be conſumed with ire, The ſentence of death, 
did nor ſo much daunt or diſmay rhe poore Louers, as the vnciuill and 
vnſightly manner, which (in fearc of the Kings wrathfull diſpleaſure) no 
man durſt preſume to contradi.”” Wheretore, as he:thad commanded, to 
were they carryed thence to Palermo, and bound naked to a ſtake inthe 
open Marker place, and (before theircycs) the fire of wood brought, 
which was to conſumethem, according ro the houre as the King ad 
appointed. . You neede not make'any.queſtion, what an huge concourſe 
of people were ſoone aſſembled rogether,to behold ſuch aſad and wotull 
{pecacle, even the whole Ciry of Palerme, both men and women. The 
men were ſtricken with admirarion,"beholding the vnequalled beauty of 
faire Re/Z4tu34,and the ſelfe-fame paſſion poſſeſiedthe women, ſeeing Guion 
to be fuch a goodly and compleatyoung man'* but the poore inforrunare 
Loucrs themſelues, they ſtood with their lookes deiefted tothe ground, 
being much pirtied of 'all, burno'way to be holpen or reſcaed by any, a- 
waiting 'whenthe' happy: hours would come, to finiſh both their ſhame 
mdtigaroetiie; poco: imo od ny odio nd ono bun 
-" During the time of this tragicall tion; the fame'of thispublile 
Exccution'bemg noyſedabtoade, 'callmg all people farre and'neerc to be? 
holdit; it eatcrothe tare of Dor Rovrero de Oria,a man of much admired 
valour;” afd-rhth E:6rd high Adrairall of Skif4, who came himſelfe th 
_ prifotyrocheplice'appointed for their death./Fipſthe obſerucd the May- 

feryeon fefingher (inhis ſoule/)to ben bernty beyond all cotfipare.itThen 


'! p diſthe yours tine," thus He fajde within imſelfe 7 It the iovv2rd 
I enev'oF the thINg; dbeparilaithe onward perfe&ions of body; 
the World cannot yeekPs 


Hd annt yeekPiindte evinpleate thr.” Now, 'as good natiiies 
+ quickly incited to compaſſion (1 pecially in caſes ae) commanding 
AY. Lb it) 
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it) and compaſſion knocking ar the doore of the ſoule, doth quicken the 
memory wirh many paſſed recordarions + ſo this noble Admirall, adui- 
ſedly,beholding poore condemned G#40z,conceiued, that he had ſotnie- 
what ſcene him before this inſtant, and vpon this perſwaſton. /euen as if 
divine yertuc had tutored his tongue) he laide : Is not thy name Gu/on 4d; 
Proctaa ? 

* Marke now, how quickly miſcry can receive comfort, vpon ſo poore 
and filly a queſtjon,;for Guzez began to eleuate his deieRed countenance, 
and looking on the Admirall,returned him this anſwer. Sir,hererofore 
I haue bene the man which you ſpeake of; but now, both that name and 
man muſt die with me. What misforrunecfaid the Admirall)harh thus vn- 
kindly croſt thee? Loue(anſwered Gx/on)and the Kings diſpleaſure. Then 
the Admirall would needs know the whole hiſtory ar large, which bricf- 
ly was related to him,and hauing heard howall had happened;as he was 
turning his Horſe to ride away thence,Guzoz called ro himzſaying. Good 
my Lo1d,entreat one fauour for me, if poſſibly it may be, Whar is thar? 
replyed the Admiral]. You fee Sir (quoth G##/0x) that I am very ſhortly 
to breathe my laſt;all the grace which [ do moſt humbly enrrear, is, that 
as I am here with this chaſte Virgin, (whom I honour and love beyond 
my lifc) and miſerably bound backe to backe : our faces may be turned 
cach to other, rothe end, that-when the fire ſhall finiſh my life, by loo- 
king on her, my ſoule may rake her flight in full telicity. The Admirall 
{miling, faid ; 1 will do for thee whar I can, and(perhaps)thou mayeſt {0 
long looke on her,as thou wilt be weary,and deſire to looke off her. 

At his departure,he commanded them that had the charge of this exe- 
cution,to proceede no further, vntill they heard more from the King, to 
whom he gallopped immediately,.-and although he beheld him to bee 
very angerly moued; yet he ſpared not to ſpeake in this maner.Sir,wher- 
In haue thoſe poore young couple offended you, thar are fo (hamefully 
to be burnt at Palermo? The King told him:whereto the Admirall(purſu. 
ing ſtil his purpoſe) thus replycd. Belecue me Sir,if true Joue be an of- 
fence,then theirs may be termed to be one; and albeit it deſcrued death, 
yet firre be it from thee to inflit it on'them : for as faults doe iuſtly re- 
quire puniſhment, ſo doe good turnes as equally merit grace and requi- 
tall. Knoweſt thou what and who they are, whom thou haſt ſo diſhonou- 
rably condemned to the fire? Not L,quoth the King. Why then I willtell 
thee, anſwered the Admirall, that thou mayeſt take the betrer knowledge 
of them, and forbcare hereafter;to be ſo ouer violently tranſported with 
anger, 

The young Gentleman, is the Sonne to Landelfo di Procida, the onely 
Brother to Lord John 4; Procida, by whoſe |meanes thou becameſt Lord 
and King of this Countrey. The faire young Damoſcll, is the Daughter 
to 34arin9 Balearo, whoſe power extendethfo farre, asto preſerve thy 
prerogatiue in /chi4,which{but for him) had long fince bene out-rooced 
there. Belide, theſe two maine motiues,to challenge iuſtly grace and fa- 
uour fromthee ; they are inthe apes and pride of their youth, _—_ Ss 
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long continucd in loyall loue together, and compelled by fernency of en- 
deared affeion,not any will to diſpleale thy Maieſtyzhey haue offended 
(ifit may betermed an offence to loue, and in ſuch __ people 
as they are.) Canſt thou then finde inthine heart tolet them die, whom 
thou rather ougheſt to honour, and recompence with no meanc re- 
wards? 

When the King had heard this, and belecued for a ccttainty, that the 
Admiralltold him nothing but eruth; he appointed not onely, that they 
ſhould proccede no further, but allo was exceeding ſorrowtull for what 
he had done, ſending preſently to haue them releaſed from the Stake, and 
honourably to be brought before him. Being tlius enſtru&ed in their ſe- 
ucrall qualities, and _— induty obliged, to recompence the wrong 
which he had done, with reſpeQiue honours : he cauſcd them to be cloa+ 
thed in royall garments, and knowing them to bee knit invnity of ſoule , 
the like he did by marrying them ſolemaly together, and beſtowing ma- 
ny rich gifts and preſents on them, ſent them honourably attended home 
to 1chia ; where they were with much ioy and comfort received, and It- 
acd long after in great felicity. 


Theodoro falling in loue with Violenta, the Daughter to his Maſter, named 
Amarigo, and ſhe conceruing with chila by him;was condemned tobe han- 
ged, As they were leading him to the Gallowes, beating and miſuſing him 
all the way : be happened tobe knowne af bis owne Father whereupon he was 
releaſed,and afiernard enioyed Violenta im marriage. 

Theſeuenth Nouell. 
Wherein ts declared, the ſundry trauels and perillogs occidents, accafionedby 


thoſe two power full Commanders, Loue aud Fortune, the inſulting Tyrants 
ower humane life, 


( env werethe Ladies minds perplexed, when they heard, that the 
two poore Louers were in danger to be burned : but heating after- 
ward of their happy deliverance, for whichthey were as ioytullagaine 3 
vpon the concluding of the Nouell, the Queene looked on Madame Law- 
rette, enjoyning her to tell the next Tale, which willingly ſhe vadertooke 
to do, and thus began. | 
Faire Ladies, atſuchtime as the good King Wellram reigned in Sicily, 
there lived within the fame Dominion, a young Gentleman, named S:g- 
nor Amarige, Abbot of Trapani,who(among his other worldly bleſſings, 
(commonly termed the goods of Fortune) was not vafurniſhed of chil- 
dren ; and therefore hauing neede of ſeruants, he made his prouifion of 
them the beſt he might. At that time,certaine Gallies of Genewsy Pyrares 
comming from the Eaſterne parts, which coaſting along Armenia, had 
taken divers children ; he bought ſome of them, thinkingthat they were 
Turkes. They all reſembling clowniſh Peazants, yer there was one a- 
mong them, who ſeemed to be of more traftuble and gentle nature, yea, 
and of amore affable countenance then any of the reſt, being named, 


Theodore : 
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Theodoro : who growing on ig yeeres, (albeit he liucd inthe condition of 
a ſeruant) was educated among Amiarigees Children, and as enſtructed ra- 
ther by nature, then accident, his conditions were very much commen- 
ded, asalſo the fearureof his body,” which proved ſo highly pleafing'to 
his Maſter 4»:4rizo, thathe made him a freeman, and imagining himto 
be a Turke, cauſed him to be baptizcd,and named Pedro, creating him ſir- 
perintendent of all his affaires,and repoling his chiefeſt rcuſtin hin. 
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As the other Children of S/gnror Amaripe grew in yeeres and ſtature, 
ſo did a Davghter of his, named Y7olenta, a very goodly and beauritull 
Damoſ-ll, fomewhat over long kept from marriage by her Farhers coue - 
rouſneſſe, and calting an cyc of good liking on poore Pedro. Now, albeit 
ſh:e loued him vcry dearly, and all his behauiour was moſt pleaſingro 
her,yet maiden modcſty for bad her to reue2Ie it, till Loue (roo long con- 
cealed) muſt needes diſcloſe it felfe. Which Pedro atthe length rooke 
notice of, and grew ſo forward towards herin equality of aff-Rion,as the 
very ſight of her was his onely happincſe. Yer very fearcfull he was, leaſt 
it ſhould be noted, either by any of the Houſe, orthe Mayden her lelte : 
who yet wel obſcrucd ir,and to her no meane contentment, as it appea- 
red no lefle(on the other ſtde)ro honeſt Pedro. 

While thus they loued together meerely in dumbe ſhewes, not daring 
to ſpeake to cach other, (though nothing more defired)ro finde fome cale 
in this their opprefling psfhons : Fortune, cuenas it ſhe pirried their fo 
long languiſhing, cnſtrudted them how ro finde out a way, whereby they 
might both better releeue rthemſclues. , Sizntor Amarige, about ſomerwo 
or three miles diſtance from Trapanr, had a Countrey-Houſe or Farme, 
wherero his Wife, with her Daughtcrand ſomeother women, vſed often- 
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times to make their reſort, as it were in ſportfull recreation ; Pedro al. 
w ayes bcing diligentto man them thither, One time among the reſt, 
ir came to paſſe,as often it fallerh our in the Summer ſcaſon,that the faire 
Skie became ſuddenly ouer-clouded, enerr as they were returning home 
towards Trapani, threatning a ſtorme of raineto ouertake them, except 
they made the ſpredier haſte. 32A) 

Pedro, whowas young, and likewiſc /zo/e7ta, went farre:more lightly 
chen her Mother and her company, as much perhaps provoked by loue, 
45 feare of the ſudden Taint falling, and, paced on {vfaſt before them, thar 
they were wholly out of fight. After many flaſhes of lightning, and a 
few dreadfull clappes of thunder, there fell ſucha.tempeſtupys ſhowre of 
hayle, as compelled the Mother and het traine to theltcr themlelues in a 
poore Countrey-mans Cottage. Pedro and Yiolenre, hauing no other re- 
fuge, ranne likewiſe into a poore Shzepe-coarte,ſ0 OUCT-TuIneC, as it was 
in danger to fall on their heads , and no body dwelt 1n ir,neither ſtood a- 
ny other houſe neere ir,and it was ſcarſely any ſhelter for them, howbe- 
it,ncc. ſſiry enforcerhto make ſhift with the meaneſt. The ſtoxme encrea- 
ſing more and more,and they couering to auoyd it as well as they could; 
fighes and drie hemmes were often inter-uented,as dumbly (betore) they 
were wont to doe, when willingly they could affoord another kinde of 
ſpeaking. 

At laſt Pedrotooke heart,and ſaide : I would this ſhowre would neuer 
ccaſe,that I might bealwayes where Iam, The like could I wiſh, anſwe- 
red Vrolenta, {5 we were in a better place of fatety: Theſe withes drew on 
other gentle language, with modeſt kiſſes and embraces,the onely caſcro 
poore Louers ſoules;ſo that the raine ceaſed notgtill they had taken order 
tor their oftner conuerſing, and abſolute plighting of rheir faiths roge- 
ther. By this time the ſtorme was fairely ouer-blowne, and they attcn- 
ding onthe way, till the Mother and the reſt were comc, with whom 
they returned to Trapanr,where by wiſe and prouident meanes, they of- 
ten conterred in private together, and cnioyed the benefit of their amo- 
rous deftres,yet tree from any ill lurmiſe or lu{pition, 

Bur, as Louers fclicitics are ſildome permanent, without one encoun- 
tring crolſe or other : {o theſe ſtolne pleaſures of Pedroand Yjolents, mer 
with as ſowre a ſauce inthe farewell. For, ſhee proued to be conceiued 
with childe,then which could betall them no heauter affliction,and Pedro 
fearing to looſe his life theretore, determined immediate flight, and re- 
ucaled his purpoſe to Yielenta, Which when ſhe heard,ſhe cold him plain- 
ly, that if he fled, forth-with ſhe would kill her ſelfe. Alas deare Loue 
(quoth Pe4ro) with whatreaſon can you wiſh my tarrying here £ This 
conception of yours,doth diſcouer our offence, whicha Fathers pity may 
eaſtiy pardon in you:bur I being bis ſervant and vaſlall, ſhall be puniſhed 
both for your {inne and mine, becauſc he will have no mercy on me.Con- 
tent thy ſelfe Pedro, replycd Yrolenta,l will rake ſuch order tor mine owne 
ottence, by the difcrecte counſell of my loving Mother, that no blame 
'hall any way be laide on thee, or ſo much as a ſurmiſe, except thou wilt 


fondly 


| gonerned by Madam'Fiammetta. ISI 


fondly betray thy ſelte. It you can do fo, anfwered Pedrs,and conſtamly 
maintaine your prom; I will nor depart, bur ſee thar youprouetobee 
ſo good as your word. adF 71] 

Violents, who had concealed her amiſle ſolong as ſhe could, and ſaw 
no other remedy,bur nowarlalt it muſt ncedes be diſcouered'; went pri- 
uatelyto her Mother, - and(in teares)reuealed her infirmiry, humbly era- 
uving herpardon, and furtherance inhidingir from her Father, The Mo- 
cher being extraordinarily diſpleaſed, chiding her with many ſharpe and 
angry ſpeeches, would needes know with whom ſhee had thus offended. 
The Daughter(to keepe Pearo from any dereftion) forgeda Tale of her 
owne braine, farre from any truth indeede, which her Mother verily be- 
lecuing, and willing to preſcrue her Daughter from ſhame, as alſo rhe 
fierce anger of her Husband, he being a man of very implacable nature : 
conueyed her tothe Countrcy- Farme, whither S72707 Amaryieo ldome 
or neucr reſorted, intending (vnder the ſhadow of fickneſſe) to let her lye 
in there, without the leaſt ſuſpition of any in Trapany, 

Sinneand ſhame can neuer be (0 cloſely carryed, or clouded with the 
oreareſt cunning; but truth hath a loop-light whereby to diſcouer it, even 
when it ſuppoſeth it ſclfe inthe ſureſt ſafery. For, onthe very day of his 
deliucrance,at ſuch rime asthe Mother, and ſome few friends ({wornero 
ſecrecy)were about the bulineſle, S72ntor Amarizo, having beene in com- 
pany of other Gentlemen, to flye his Hawke at the Riuer, vpon a ſudden, 
(bur very vnfortunately, albeit hee was alone by himſelfe) ſept into his 
Farme-houſe,euen to the next roome where the women were, and heard 
the new-borne Babe to cry, whereat maruelling nota little, he called for 
his Vife,to know what young childe cryed inhis Houſe. The Mother, 
amazed ar his ſtrange comming thither, which neuer before he had vſed 
rodoe, and pittying the wofull diſtreſſe of her Daughter, which now 
could bee no longer couered, reuealed what happened to Y7ol/exts, But 
he, being nothing fo raſh in belicfe, as his VWife was,made anſwere, that it 
was impoſſible tor his Daughter to be conceiued with childe, becauſe he 
never obſerued the leaſt ſigne of lone in her to any man wharſoeuer, and 
therefore he would be farisfied in the truth, -as ſhee expeRted any fauour 
from him,or elſe there was no other way but death. | 

The Mother labovred by all meanes ſhe could denſe, to pacihe her 
Husbands fury,which'proved alli 'vaine; for being thus impariently in- 
cenſed; hedrewfoorth his Sword, and ſteppitig with it drawne into the 
Chamber (where ſhe had bene delivered of a goodly Sofine) he faid vnro 
her. Eithet tell me who is the Father of this Baſtard, ' or thou and it ſhall 
periſh both toz&ther. Poore YViolents, lefſe reſpeRing her owne life, then 

did the-childes:forgother folemne promiſe madero'Petro,and difeo- 
verc{tf/ Which when Amarigo had beard; hegrew ſo deſperately en: 
raged.that hardly he could forbeare from killing her. Biit after hee had 
fpoken What his: fury enſtruRted him, hee mounted on Horſe-backe 2 ____ 
giineg ryding backeto-Trapeni, where hee diſcloſed the Tnary which'Pe. 
gr had dohe him, to a hoble Gentleman, named $7219/07 Conrado,” my 
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was Caprtaine forthe King over the City, | 

Before poore Pedro could haue any intelligence, or ſo much as ſuſpe- 
Red any treachery againſt him;he was ſuddenly apprehended, and being 
called in queſtion, ſtood not on any denial], but confeſſed'truly what hee 
had done : whereupon, within ſome tew dayesafter, he was condemned 
by the Captaine, to be whipt tothe place of execution, and afterward te 
be hanged by the necke. $12n/or Amarige, becauſe he would cut off (at one 
and the ſame time)not onely the liues of the two poore Louers, bur their 
childes alſozas a franticke man, violently carried from all ſenſe of compaſ- 
ſion,cumm when Pedro was led and whipt to his death : he mingled ſtrong 
poyſon in a Cup of wine, delivering it to a trulty ſeruant of his owne, and 
2 naked Rapier withall, ſpeaking to him in this manner. Goe catry theſe 
two preſents to my late Daughter Yzolente, and tell her from me, thatin 
this inſtant houre, two ſcuerall kinds of death are offered vnto her, and 
one of them ſhe muſt make choyce of,cither ro drinke the poyſoo, and ſo 
dye, or to run her body onthis Rapiers point, which if ſhe denie to doe, 
ſhe ſhall be haled to the publike market place, and preſently be burned in 
the ſight of her lewd companion, according as thee hath worthily deſer- 
ued. YVhen thou haſt deliuered her this meſſage, take her Baſtard brat, 
ſo lately ſince borne, and daſh his braines out againſt the walles, and af- 
rerward throw him to my Dogges to feede on. 

Vhen the Father had giuen this cruell ſentence, both againſt his owne 
Daughter, and her young Sonne, the ſeruant readier to do cuill, thenany 
good, went tothe place where his Daughter was kept. Poore condemned 
Pedro, (a5 you haue heard) was led whipt to the Gibber, and paſling (as 
it pleaſed the Captaines Officers to guide him)by a faire Inne:at the ſame 
time were lodgcd there three chiete perſons of Arminia, whom the Kin 
ot thc Countrcy had feat to Rome, as Ambailadours to the Popes Holi- 
nellc, to negociate about an important buſtnefſe necrely concerning the 
King an« State. Repoſtngthere tor ſome tew dayes, as being much wea- 
ried with their tourney, and highly honoured by the Gentlemen of Tre- 
pant, elpecially $S;gnior Amarigo, theſe Ambaſladours ſtanding intheir 
Chamber window, heardthe wotull lamentations of Pedro in hispaſſage 
by. 

pearo was naked from the middle vpward,and his hands bound faſt be- 

fund him,but being well oblerued by one of the Ambaſladours, aman a- 
ged,and of great authority, named Ph;mo : hee elpicd a great red ſpot vp- 
on his breaſt, not painted, orprocured by his puniſhment, bur natural! 

imprinted inthe fleſh,which women(intheſe parts) terme the Roſe. Vp- 
on the ſight hereof, he ſuddenly remembred a Sonne of his owne, which 
was ſtolne from him about fifteene yeercs before, by Pyrates onthe Sea» 
coaſt of L4:4zzo,ncuer hearing any tydings of him afterward. Vpon fur- 
ther conſideration, and comparing his Sonnes age with the likelyhood 
of this poore wretched mans z thus he conferred with his ownethoughes, 
It my Sonne(quoth he) be living, his age IS equal] ro this mans time, and 


bythe red blemilh on his breaſt, it plainely ſpeakes hin for to bee my 
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Moreover, thus he conceived, thatit it were he, he could not but re- 
member his owne name, his Fathers,and the Armenian Languape;where- 
fore, when he was iuſt oppoſite before the window, hee called aloud to 
him, ſaying : Theodore. Pedro hearing the voyce, preſently lifted vp his 
hcad,and Pheno ſpeaking Armnian,laide : Of whence art thou, and what 
isthy Fathers name ? The Sergeants (in reuerenceto the Lord Ambaſſa- 
dor) ſtayed awhile, till Pedro had returned his anſwer, who faide. I am 
an Armenian borne, Sonne ro one Phineo, and was brought hitherl can- 
not tell by whom. Phineo _— this, knew then aſluredly,that this was 
the ſame Sonne which he had loſt; wherefore, the acares ſtanding in his 
eyes with conceite of ioy, downe he deſcended from the window,and the 
other Ambaſſadors with him, running in among the Sergeantsto em- 
brace his Sonne, and caſting his 9wnerich Cloake about his whipt body, 

cntreatingthem to forbeare and proceed no further, till they heard whar 
command he ſhould returac withall vato them; which very willingly they 
promiſed to do. 

Already, by the generall rumour diſperſed abroad, Phineo had ynder- 
ſtood the occaſion, why Pedro was thus punilhed, and ſentenced to bee 
hanged ; wherefore,accompanicd with his fellow Ambaſſadors, and all 
cheir attending traine, he went to S/gxior Conrado, and ſpake thus to him. 
My Lord,he whom you haue ſent to death as aflaucyisa free Gentleman 


borne,and my Sonne, able to make her amends whom he hathdiſhonou- * 


red, by taking her in marriage as his lawfull Wife, Let me therefore en- 
treat you,to make ſtay of the execution,vneill it may be knowne, whether 
ſhe will accept him as her Husband,or no leaſt (if ſhe be ſo pleaſed) you 
offend dirc&ly againſt your owne Law. "When $7gnio7 Conrado heard, 
that Pedro was Sonne to the Lord Ambaſſador, he wondred thereat 
got alittle, and being ſomewhat aſhamed of his fortunes errour, confel- 
{-d,that the claime of Phinco was conformable to Law, and ought notto 
be denicd him ;z going preſently to the Counſell Chamber, ſending for 
S:2ntor Amarigo immediately thither, and acquainting him fully withthe 
cale, 

Amarigo, who belecued tt at his Daughter and her Child were already 
dead, wasthe wofull: | maninthe World, for his fo raſh proceeding, 
knowing very well, that. if ſhe were notdead, the ſcandall would 
be wipt away with credit. VVhetcfore he ſent inall poaſt haſte, tothe 
place where his Daughter lay, that it his command were not already cxe- 
cured, by no mcancs to haue it done atall. He who went on this ſpeedy 
errand, found there Siznior Amarigees(eruant ſtanding before F rolenta, 
with the Cup of poyſoninthe once hand, andthedrawneRapier inthe 
other, reproaching her with very foule and iniurious ſpeeches, becauſe 
ſhe had delayed thc time ſolong,and would not accept the one or other, 
ſtriving (by violeace) romake her rake the one. Bur hearing his Maſters 
command to the contrary,he left her, and returned backe to him,cernuty- 
ing him how the caſe ſtood. 3 

Moſt highly pleaſed was 4-1ar:ge with theſe glad newes, and going = 
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the Ambaſladour Ph:neo, in teares exculcd himlelte (fo well as he could) 
for his ſeuerity, and crauing pardon ; aſſured him, that it Theodoro would 
accept his Daughter in marriage, willingly he would beſtow her on him, 
Phineo allowed his excuſes to betollerable, and (aide beſide. ; It my Son 
will not marry your Daughter, then let the {entence of death be executed 
on him. Amarigo and Phzneo being thus accorded, they went to poore 
Theodoro fearctully looking eucry minute when he ſhould dye, yet toytull 
that he had found his Father, who preſently moucd the queſtion to him, 
Theodoro hearing that Y zelenta ſhould bee his Wite, if he would fo accept 
her : was ouer come with ſuch exceeding ioy, as if he had lcapr our of hell 
into Paradiſe,confi fhng,that no greater felicity could befall him, it /70/ee- 
74 her ſelfe were ſo well pleaſed as he. 

Thelike motion was made to her, to vnderſtand her difpofition in this 
caſe, who hearing what good hap had befalne Theodoro, and now inlike 
manner mvuſt happento her: whereas not long betore,when two ſuch vio- 
lent deathes were prepared for her, and one of them ſhee muſt needs em- 
brace, ſhe accounted her miſcry beyond all other womens, but ſhe now 
thought her ſ{clfe aboue all in happineſle, it ſhe might be witcto her bclo- 
ucd Theodoro, {ubmirting her (clte wholy to her Fathers diſpoſing. The 
marriage being agreed on betweene, them, it was celebrated with great 
pomp: and ſolemnity, agenerall Feaſt being made for all the Citizens, 
and the young married couple nouriſhed vp their ſweete Son, which grew 
to be a very comely childe. 

Aftcr that the Embathe was diſpatched at Rome, and Phineo (withthe 
re(t) was returned thither againe; Yzo/ezta did reucrence him as her owne 
naturall Fathcr,and he wasnot a little proud of ſo loucly a Daughter, be- 
ginning a frelh feaſtingagaine, andcontinuing the ſame a whole moneth 
together, Vithin ſome ſhort while after, a Galley being fairely furaiſhed 
for the purpoſe, Phenes, his Sonne, Daughter, and their young Sonne, 
went aboard ſayling away thenceto Zazazzo,wvhere afterward they lined 
in much tranquility, 


Anaſtaſio,s Gentleman of the Family of the Hencſti, by louing the Daughter 
fo Sigmior Paulo Trauerſario,/audfhly waſteda great part of his ſubſtance, 
mthout rectining any loue from her againe, By perſwaſion of ſome of bis 
kinarcd and friends,be went to a Countrey dwelling of his, called Chiaſlo, 
where he /aw 4 Knight deſperately pur ſue 4 young Damoſell ; whom he ſlew, 
and afternard gaue hey to be araouredby his Hounds, Anaſtaſio imaited 
bis friends, and hers alſo whomhe ſo dearcly loned, to take part of a dinner 
with bum, who likewiſe ſaw the ſame Damoſell jo torne in peeces ; which his 
vnkind Lowe percernmg, and fearing leaſt the like ill fortnme ſhould happen 
to hey ; ſhe acceptrd Anaſtaſio to be her Husband. 

Thecighth Nouell. 
Declaring,that Lowe not onely makes a man prodipall,but alſo an enemy ro him- 
ſeife, Moreouer, aduenture oftentimes bringeth ſuch matters to paſſe, as 
Wit and cunning in man can Feuer comprehiend, 


So 
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g2 loone as Madam Laarerts held her peace, Madam Pampinea(by the 
Queenes command) began,and ſaid. Louely Ladics, as pitty is moſt 
highly commended in our ſexe, even ſo is crueky in vs as ſeuerely reuen- 
ged (oftentimes) by diuine ordination. Whichthat you may the better 
know,and learnelikewiſe toſhun, as a deadly euill; 1 purpoſe to make 
apparant by a Nouecll,no leſſe full of compaſhon,then deleQable. 


— — 
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Rawenna being a very ancient City in Romanza,there dwelt ſometime 2 
| oreat nuinber of worthy Gentlemen,among whom T am to ſpeake of one 
more eſpecially, named 4naftafio, deſcended fromthe Family of the H0- 
veſti, who by the death of his Father,and an Ynckle of his,was left extra- 
ordinarily abounding in riches, and growing to yearcs fitting for marri. 
age, (as young Gallants are eaſily apt enough to do) he became cnamo- 
red of a very bountifull Gentlewoman, who was Daughter ro $Signivr 
Paulo Trautrſaris, one of the moſt ancient and noble Families in all the 
Countrey. Nor made he any doubt,but by bis meanes and induſtrious 
endeauour, to deriue affetion from her againe; for he carried himſelfe 
like a braue-minded Gentleman, libcrall in his expences, honeſt and affa- 
ble in all hisa&ions,which commonly arcthe true notes of a good nature, 
and highly to be commended in any man, But,howſocuer Forrune be- 
came his enemy,thcſc laudable parts of man-hood did not any way friend | 
him,but rather appeared hurtfull to himſclfe: ſo cruell,vnkind,and almoſt 
meerely ſauage did ſhe ſhew her ſe|fro him;perhaps inpride of her fingu- 
lar beauty, or preſuming on her nobilityby+birth,both which are on her 
blemiſhes then ornaments in a woman, eſpecially when they be abuſed. 

The harſh and vnciuill vſage in her,grew very diſtaſtefull ro AneZaſto, 
and ſo vnſufferable,that after a Jong thee of fruitleſle ſcruice,requited = 
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with nothing but coy diſdainc;deſperate re{olutions entred into his brain, 
and often he was minded to kill himſelfe, But berter choughts ſupplan- 
ting thoſe furious paſhons, he abſtained trom any ſuch violene a&, and 
gourrned by more manly conſideration, determines, that as ſhee hated 
him,he would requite her with the like,if hecould : wherein he became 
alrogerher deceiued, becauſe as his hopes grew to a dayly decaying, yet bis 
Loue cnlarged it ſclte more and more, 

Thus A»aftatopcricucring ſtill in his bootleſſe aftetion, and his ex- 
pences not limited within any compaſſe ; it appeared inthe judgement of 
his Kindred and Friends, that he was falne intoa mighty conſumption, 
both of his body and meancs. In which reſpe&, many times they advi- 
ſed him toleaue the City of Rawenna,and live in ſome other place for ſuch 
a while; as might ſer a more moderate ſtint vpon his ſpendings, and bri- 
dle the indiſcreete courſe of his loue,the onely fucll which fed this furi- 
ous fire, 

Anaſtaſioheld out thus along time, without lending an eare to ſuch 
friendly counſcll : butinthe end, he was ſo neerely followed by them, as 
b-ing no logger able to deny them, he promiſed to accompliſh their re- 
queſt. Whereupon, making ſuch extraordinary preparation,as if he were 
to fer thence for France or Spazre, or elſe into ſome further diſtant coun- 
trey : he mounted on horſebacke,and accompanied with ſome few of his 
faciliar friends, departed from Rauenza,and rode to a countrey dwelling 
houſe of his owne, about three or foure milcs diſtant frora the Citric, 
which wascalled Chz2ſſo,and there (ypon a very goodly greene) erecting : 
diucrs Tears and Pauillions, ſuch as great perſons make vie of in the time 
of a Progrtſle : he ſaid ro his friefids; whichcamewith him thicher, that 
there he determined to make his abiding, they all returning backe vate 
#aurnna,and might come to viſite him againe ſo often as they pleaſed. 

Now, it came to paſle, that aboutthe beginning of May,it being then 
a very milde and ſcricne [calon, and he leading there a much more mag- 
nihcenelife, theneucrhee had done before, inviting divers to dine with 
him this day, and as many to morrow, and not to leauc him till after ſup- 
per: ypon che ſodaine,falling into remembrance of his cruell Miſtris, hee 
commanded all his ſeruants to forbeare his company, and ſuffer him to 
walke alone by himſelte awhile,becauſe he had occaſton of private medi- 
tations, wherein he would not (by any meanes)be troubled, It was then 
abou: the ninth houre of the day,and he walking on(olitary all alone,ha- | 
uing gone {ume halfe miles diſtance from his Tents, entred into a Groue 
_ of Pine trees,neuer minding dinner time,or any thingelſc,but onely the 
vnkind requiall of hisloue, 

Sodainly he heard the voice ofa woman, ſeeming to make moſt mourn. 
full complaints, which breaking off his (ilent conſiderations,made him to 
lift vp his head,to kaow the reaſon of this noiſe. Vhen he ſaw bimſelfe (o 
tarre entred into the Groue,betore he could imagine where he was ; hee 
looked amazedly round about him, andout of a little t! icket of buſhes & 
briars,round cngirt with ſpreadiog trees, hee eſpyed a young Damoſell 


come 
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come running towards him,naked from the middle vpward,her haire di- 
ſheuelled on her ſhoulders, and her faire skinne rent and torne with the 
briars and brambles, ſo thar the blood ran trickling downe mainely z ſhe 
avs cg, her hands, and crying out for mercy ſo lowde as ſhe 
could. Two ficrce Blood-hounds alſo followed ſwiftly after, and where 
their teeth rooke hold, did moſt cruelly bite her, Laſt ofallcmounted on 
a luſty blacke Courſer) came gallopping a Knight,witha very ſterne and 
angry countenance, holding a drawne ſhort Sword'in his hand, giuing 
her very vile and dreadfull fpeeches,ond threatning every minute to kill 
her. 

This ſtrange and vncouth ſight, bred in him no meane admiration, as 
alſo kinde compaſſion to the vnfortunate woman; out of which compa. 
ſion, fprung an carneſt deſire,to deliver her (if he could) from adeath ſo 
full of anguiſh and horror: but ſceing humſelte to be without Armes,he 
ran and pluckt vp the plant ofa Tree, which handling as if it had bene a 
ſtaffe, he oppoled himſelfe againſt the Doggesand rhe Knight, who ſce- 
ing him comming,cryed out.in this manner 'to him. Ansſtafio, put not 
thy ſclfe in any oppoſition, but referre tomy Hounds and me, to puniſh 
this wicked woman as ſhekath juſtly deſcrued. © And: in ſpeaking rheſe 
words,the Hounds tooke faſt hold on her body, foſtaying her,vatill the 
Knight was come neerer rother,and alighted- from his horſe : when 4na- 
ſtaſio (ater ſome other angty ſpceches)ſpake thus vnto'him: I cannot tell 
what or who thou art,albcit thou takeſt ſuch knowledge of me, yet I mult 
fay.that it is mecre cowardizeina Knighr,being armedas thon art, to of- 
fer to kill anaked woman, and make thy dogges thus to ſcize on her,as if 
ſhe were a ſauape bealt ; therefore belecue me, I will detend her ſo farre 
asI amable. , 

Anaſtaſir, anſwered the Knight, I am of the ſame City as thou art,and 
do well remember, thit thou waſt a little Ladde, when I (who was then 
nam: d Guido Anaſtaſio, and thine Vnckle)became as intirely in loue with 
this woman,as now thou art of Paulo Traxerſarioes daughte.Bur through 
her coy diſdaine and cruelty ſuch was my heauy fate, thar deſperately I 
flew my ſc] e with this ſhort {word whichrhou beholdeſt in mine hand : 
for which raſh finfull decde, I was,and am condemned to eternal puniſh 
megt, This wicked woman, reioycing immeaſurably in mine —_ 
dcath, remained no long time aliueafter mezand for hermercilefle finne 
ofcruelty,and taking pleaſure in my opprefling rorments , dying vie- 
pentant,and in pride of her ſcorne;ſhe had the likeſemence of condetm- 
nation pronounced on her, and ſent tothe ſame place where 1was tor- 
mented, Pk 104 QA 

Therethe three impartiall [udges,impoſcdrhis further inflition on 
vs both ; namely, that ſhe ſhould flye inthismanner before me, and '1 
(who loued her ſodecrely while I lived )muſtpurſuc heras my deadly e- 
nemy, not like a woman that hada rafteof:Jone in her; And fo often 
a5 I can overtake her,I am to kill her with this fyyord,theſame "Weapon 
wherewith Iſlew my ſclfe. Thenam 1 A to open her 
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accurled body, and tearc Our her hard and frozen heart, with her other in. 
wards, as now thou ſecſt me doe, which I giue vato my Hounds tofeede 
on. Afterward, ſuch is the appointment of the ſupreame powers, that 
the re-aſſumeth life againe,cuen as if ſhe had not bene dead at all,and fal. 
ling to the ſame kinde of flight, I with my Hounds am ſtill to follow her; 
without any reſpite or intermiſhon, Euery Friday, and inſt arthis houre, 
our courſe is this way, where ſhe ſuffereth the inſt puniſhmene inflifted 
on her, Nor do we reſt any of the other dayes, bur are appointed vnto 0- 
ther places,where ſhe cruelly executed her malice againſt me, being now 
(of her deare affetionate friend)ordained to be her endleſſe enemy, and 
ro purſue her inthis manner for ſo many yeares,as ſhe exerciſed moneths 
of cruelty towards me. Hinder me not then, in being the executioner of 
divine iuſtice; for all thy interpoſition is bur in vaine,in ſceking to croſle 
the appointment of ſupreame powers. 

Anaſtaſio having attentiuely heard all this diſcourſe, his haire Rood 
vpright like Porcupines quils,and his ſoule was ſo ſhaken with rheterror, 
that he ſtept backe to ſuffer:the Knight to do what he was enioyned, loo. 
king yet with milde commiſlcration on the poore woman, VVho knee- 
ling moſt humbly before the Knight, and ſtearnely ſeized on by the rwo 
blood-hounds,he opened her breſt with his weapon,drawing toorth Her 


heart and bowels,which inſtantly he threw to the dogges, and they de- 


uoured them very greedily, Soone ecraheDamolili (a if none of this 
puniſhment had bene inflicted on her)ſtarred vp ſodainly,running amaine 
rowards the Sca ſhore, and the Hounds Iwiftly following her, as che 
Knight did the like, aftcr he had taken his ſword, and was mounted on 
horſcbacke ; ſo that Azafafia had ſoone loſt all fight of them, and could 
not gefſe what was become of them. 

Atrcr he had heard and obſerucd all theſe things, hejſtoode a while as 
confounded with feare and pitty,likea ftmple filly man, hoodwinkt with 
his owne paſhons,not knowing the ſubtle enemies cunning illufions in 
off-ring fallc ſuggeſtions to the fight, to worke his owne ends theteby, 
and encreaſe the number of his deceiued feruants, Forthwith he perſwa- 
ded himſclfe,that he might make good vſc of this womans tormenting,ſo 
iuſtly impoſed on the Knightto proſecute, ifthus it ſhould continue ſtill 
eucry Friday, Wherefore, ſetting a good note or marke vponthe place, 
he returned backe to his owne people, and at ſuch time as he thought 
conuenient,ſent for divers of his kindred and friends from Rawenne, who 
being preſent with him,thus he ſpake to them. 

Dcare Kinſmen and Friends, yc haue a long while importuned me, to 
diſcontinue my ouer-doating loue to her, whom you all thinke,and I find 
to be my mortall enemy: as alſo,to giue over my lauiſhexpences,where- 

; in I contelle my (eife too prodigall; both which requeſts of yours,[ will 
condilcend co,prouided,that you will performe one gracious fauour for 
me, Namely, thaton Friday next, Signior Paulo Tyauer ſario.his wifc, 

0. apap all other women linked in linageto them, and ſuch beſide 

onely as you ſhall pleaſc to appoint, will vouchſafe ro accept adinner 


heere 


_— 
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heere with meg" as for thereaſon thereto moouing me, you ſhall cheg+ 
morcat large be acquaimed withall;/''This appeared no'difficuk matter” 
for chem to accompliſh : wherefore; being rerurned to Rawnnwe and av 
they found rhetime anſwerable totheir purpoſe, they inuited ſiichas.4-! 
ns/tafio had appointed them, Andakhough they found it fomt-what af 
hard matter, to gaine her compahy: whom heſodeerely-affedted ; yer 
notwirhſtanding,the other womer wonheralong/ withrhem' 107 ©» 
A moſt magnificent dinner had Anaſtsſiopiouided,and thetables wete 
couered ynder the Pine-trees,where he ſaw the cruell Lady fo6- purſued 


and (laine :' direRing the gueſts ſo imtheir ſearing ;that the yong' Gentle. 
woman higvnkinde Miſtreſſe,ſarewirh her face le ynto the plac c, 
where the diſmall ſpe&acle was to be ſcene. Aboar the'cloſing vp of dit: 


cer, they beganne to heare the noile' of the poore proſecured Woman, 
which Critdas all to much admiration ;defiring to know whiat'it was, 
and no one reſoluing them, they aroſe fromthe Tables;and fooking di- 
rectly as the aoiſe came torthem, cheyeſpyed the wofull Woman, the 
Dogges eagerly purſuing her ; and the armed Knight on hotſebacke,gal- 
lopping fiercely after them with his drawne weapon,and cane very nere 
vnto the company,whocryed out with lowd exclaimes againſt the dogs 
and the Knighr,ſtepping forth in aſſiſtance of the injuried woman, 

The Knight ſpake vntothem, as formerly he had done to Anaſiaſio, 
(which _ them draw backe, -pofſeſied with fcare-and admiration)a- 
Qing the ſame cruelty as he didthe Friday before, not differing in the 
leaſt degree. Moſt of the Gentlewomen thcre preſent, being neereally- 
c4 to the vnfortunate Woman, and likewiſe rothe Knight, rem mbring 
well both his loue and death, did ſhed teares as plentifully,as itit had bin 
tothe very perſons themſelues, in vſuall performance ot the aRion in- 
deede. Which tragicall Scczne being paſſed over, and the Woman and 
Knight gone out of their fight : all that had ſeene this raunge accident, 
fell into diuerſicy of confuſed opinions, yer not daring to diſcloſe them, 
as doubting ſome further danger toenſue thereon. 

But beyond all the reſt,none could compare in feare and aſtoniſhment 
with the cruell yong Maide aftcAedby Anatsſio, who both ſaw and ob» 
ſerued all witha more inward apprehenfion, knowing very well,that the 
morall of this diſmall ſpectacle, carried a much necrer application to her 
then any other in all che company. For now ſhe'could call romind, how 
vakinde and cruell ſhe had ſhewne her felfe ro Anaſtaſto,cuenas the other 
Gen:lewoman formerly did to her Louer, ſtill flying from her in great 
contempr and ſcorne : for which, ſhe thought the Blood. hounds alſo 
parſued her at the hecles already; and a-{word of vengeance ro man- 
plc her body. This feare grew ſo powerfull in her,thar to prevent the like 
heauy doome from falling on her ;ſhe ſtudied (by all hcr beſt and com- 
mendble meancs,-and-thercin beſtowedall the night ſeaſon) how to 
change her hatrcd into kinde loge,which atthe lepgth ſhe tully obtained, 
and then purpoſed to prolccute in this manner. 

Secretly ſhe {ent a taithfull Chamber-maideof her owne,” to greete 
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Ayaſta fie on her behalfe; hunbly cnercating him ro come ſee her : be. 
cauſe now ſhe was abſolutely detetmined, to giue him ſatisfaRtion inall 
which { with honout) hecould requeſt of her. hereto Anaſfafio anſwe.. 
red,thar hr accepted her meſſage thantully, and deſired no other fauout 
at her band;; but that which ſtood-with her awneoffer,namely,ro be his 
Wife in hagourable marriage. The-Maide knowing (ufficiently, that he 
could not be more deſirous of the-match, then her Miſtrefle thewed: her 
ſcifero be, made anſwer inher natae; that this motion would be moſt 
welcometo hers |: 6) 20 915-7 


Hecreupon, the Gentlewoman her ſclfe,became the ſolicitour: to her 
Father and Mother, telling them plainly, that ſhe was willing to be the 
Wiſe of 4naſtaſio : which gewes did fo bighly content them}, that vpon 
the Sunday next following, thetmarriage was very worthily folemnized; 
and they liued and loucd together very kindly. Thus the divine bounty, 
out of the malignarit'cnemies ſecret machinations,can cauſe good effects 
to ariſe and ſacceede. For, from this conceite of fearfull imagination in . 
her, not onely happened this long defired converſion, of a Maide fo ob. 
ſtinarely ſcornfull and proud : bur likewiſe all the women of Xavenne(be- 
ing admoniſhed by her example) grew afterward more kind and tracta- 
bleto mens honeſt motions, then cuer they thewed theraſelues betore. 
Andlct me make ſome vſe hercof (faire Ladies) to you, not to ſtand 0- 
uer-nicely conceited of your beauty and good parts, when men (grows 
ing caamored of you by themſolicite you with their beſt and humbleſt 
ſeruices. Remember then this diſdainfull Gentlewoman, but more cſpe- 
cially her, who being the death of ſokinde a Lover, was therefore con- 
demned to —— puniſhment, and he made the miniſter thereof, 
whom ſhe had caſt off with coy diſdaine, from which I wiſh your minds 
to be as free,as mine 1s ready to do you any acceptable ſcruice. 


Frederigo, of the Alberigiui Family, loued 4 Gemtlewoman, and was not re: 
quited with like lowe againe, By bountifull expences,and ouer liberal inui- 
tations he waſted and conſumed all his lands and goods, hauing nothing 
left him but a Hawke or Fanlcon. His onkinde Miſtreſſe happeneth to 
come Viſue him, and be not hauing any other foode for her dinner ; made 
a dainty gifh of his Faulcone for her to feede on. Being fonquered by this 
exceeauny kinde conrteſie ;, ſhe changed her former hatred towaraes him, 
accepting him as her Husband in marriage, and made hima man of weal- 

 thypoſſeſſrens, 
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conitant Lower : As alſs the magnanimous minae of a famous Lady. 


Adam Phi/omena hauing finiſhed her diſcourſe,theQueene percei- 
wng,that her turne was the next, in regard of the priuiledge gran- 
ted to Dionews ; witha (miling countenance thus ſhe ſpake. Now or neuer 
am [ to maintaine the order which was inſtirured when wee began this 
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commendable exerciſe, whereto L yceld withal! humble obedience. And 


(worthy Ladies) I amtoacquiim you witha Nouell, in ſoine ſort- an; 
fiycrable rothe precedent, nor onely to let yau know, how powerfully 
your kindneſfes do preuaile, in ſuch as haue a free and gentle foule : bur 
alſoto adaile you, in being boumifuliwherevetrge doth iuſtly c 
it. And cuermore,let your fauours:ſhinc on worthy defetuets, without 
the diretion ofchaunce! or Fortunz, who neuer b:ſtowerh any gite by 
diſcretion;; but raſhly without confideration,cuen to the firſt ſhe blindly 
meets withall. LOU! AK 129 INTE 


Youare to vnderſtand then,that Cappo dz Borgheſe Domenichi,who was 
vf our owne City, aud perhaps (as yet) his name remaineth in great and 
reuerend authotity, now in theſe dayes of ours,as well deleruing eternall 
memory; yer more for his vertues and commeadablc qualities,then any 
boaſt of Nobility trom his predeceſſors. This man, being well entred in- 
to yeares,and drawing towards the finiſhing of his daycs;'it was his 0n- 
ly delight and felicity, in conuerſationamong his neighbours,to talke of 
matters concerning antiquity, and ſome other things within compaſſe 
of his owne knowledge ; which he would deliver in ſuch fiaguiar order, 
(hauingan abſolute memory)and with the beſt Language, as very few 
or none could do the like, Among the multiplicity of his queint diſcour- 
ſes, I remember he told vs, that fomerime there lined in Florence a yoog 
Gentleman, named Frederigo,Sonnc to Signior Phillippe Alberigo, who 
was held and reputed, both for Armes,and all other actions beſceming a 
Gentleman,hardly to haue his equall through all T»ſcary. | 

This Friderigo (as it iSno rare matter in yong Gentlemen)became en- 
amored of a Gentlewoman,named Madam Grans,who was cſteemed/in 


her 
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her time)to be the fair: ſt and moſt gracious Lady inall Florence. In which 
reſpeR, and to reach the height of his defire, humade many ſumptuous 
Feaſts and Banquets, Touſtes, Titlies, Tournaments, and all other noble 
ations of Armes, beſide, ſending her infinite rich and coſtly'preſenrs; 
making ſpare of nothing, bur laſhing all out in lauiſh expence, Notwith- 
ſtanding, ſhe beingno leſſe honeſt then faire, made no reckoning of 
whatſocucr he did tor her ſake,or the leaſt rcſpet of his owne ptiſon. So; 
that Frederigo , ſpending thus daily more, thenhis meanes arid” ability 
could maintaine,and no ſupplies any way redounding to him,or his tacut- 
ies (as very eaſily they might) diminiſhed in ſuch ſorr,that he bec2me lo 
p2ore; as behadnortilng left him, butafmall p6ore-Farmetg live vpon, 
the ſilly renenewes whereof were ſo meane;as ſcarcely allowed him meat 
and drinkey,yet had he a faire Hawke or Faulconghardly any where to be 
fcllowed, ſd'expedirious and ſure ſhe'was of flight. His low ebbe and po- 
uerty , no Way quailing his loue to the Lady,but rather ſetting a k*ener 
edge therega,zhe ſaw the City life could no longer containe him, where | 
molt he conerted toabide : and therefore, betooke himſclte ro his poore 
Counney Farms, to let his Faulconger him his dinner and ſupper,pat1- 
catly ſupporting his penurious eſtate, without ſuite or meancs making is 
one,for helpe or reliefe inany ſuch neceſſity. 

While thus he continued in this extremity, it came to paſſe, that the 
Husband to'Madam Giana fell ficke,and his debility of body bciag ſuch, 
as little, or ao. hope of life remained: he made his laſt will and teſtamenr, 


ordaivingthereby, that his EY growne to indiflcrent ſtature) 


ſhoulC be hcire to all his Lands and riches, wherein he abounded very 
org Next vnto him, if he chanced to die without a lawfull heireghe 

ublituted bis Wife, whom moſt dearcly he affected, and ſo departed 
out of this life. Madam Gaza being thus left a widdowzzs commonly it is 
the cuſtome of our City Daines,durins the Summer ſcaſon,ſhe went to a 
houſe of her owne inthe Countrey,which was ſomewhat necre to poore 
Frederigoes Farme,and where he liued in ſuch an honeſt kind of contented 
PIucrey. 

Hereupon, the young Gentleman her Sonne, taking great delight in 
Hounds and Hawkes;grew into familiarity with poore Frederige,and ha- 
uing ſeene many faire flightsof his Faulcon,they pleaſed him foextraor- 
dinatily,that hc earneſtly deſired to enioy her as his awne ; yer duiſt not 
moue the motion for her, becauſe he ſaw how choycely Frederizocſtce- 
med her. Within a ſhort while after, the young Gentleman, became very 
licke, whereat his Mother $ecucd exccedingly, ( as having no more bur 
he, andthercfore loued him the more entirely) never parting from him 
either night or day, comforting him ſo kindly as ſhe could, and demin- 
ding, it he had adcfire to any thing, willing him to reucake ir,and aſſuring 
him withall, that (if it were withinthe compaſſe of poſſibility Jhe ſhould 
haue it, The youth hearing how many times ſhe had made him theſe 


nay, and with ſuch vehcment proceſtations of performance, at laſt thus 
pake. 


Mother 
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Mother (quoth he) if youcan do ſo much for me, 35 that I miay hauc | 
Frederjgoes Faulcon, I am parlwaded, thatmy fickneſle ſoone will ceaſe. 
The Lady hearing this, fate ſome ſhort while muſing to her ſelfe, and be- 
gan to conſider, whar ſhe might beſt doe ro compaſle her Sonnes deſire + 
for well ſhe knew, how long a time Freder;zo had moſt lovingly kepr it, 
not ſuffering it cuer to be out of his ſight, Moreouer, ſhee nur wm 
how earneſt in affeftion he had bene to her, neuer thinking himſelfe hap- 
py, but onely when he was in her company wherefore, ſheeentred into 
this private conſultation with her owne thoughts. Shall I ſend, or goe 
my ſelfein perſon, to requeſt the Faulcon of him, ir being the beſt that 
ever flew ? Itis his onely Iewell of delight,and that taken from him,” no 
longer can he wiſh to liue in this World, How farre then voyde of vn- 
derſtanding ſhall I ſhew my ſelfe, torob a Gentleman of his ſole feliciry; 
hauing no other ioy or comfort left him ? Theſe and thelike conſiderari- 
ons, wheeled about her troubled braine, onely in tender care and loue to 
her Sonne, perſwading her ſelfe affuredly,thatthe Faulcon were her owne, 
if ſhe would but requeſt it : yet not knowing whereon it were beſt rorre- 
ſolue, ſhee returned no anſwer to her Sonne, bur fate ſtillinher ſilent me- 
ditations. Atthe length, loueto the youth, ſo preuailed with her, that 
ſhe concluded on his contentation, and (come of it what could) ſhee 
would not ſend for it ; butge her ſclfe in perſon to requeſt it,and then re- 
turne home againe with it : whereupon thus ſhe ſpake. Sonne, comfort 
thy ſelfe, and let languiſhing thoughts no longer offend thee : for here I 
promiſe thee, that the firſt thing 1 do to morrow morning, ſhallbee my 
tourney for the Faulcon, and ature thy ſelfe,that I will bring it withme. 
Wherecat the youth was ſo ioyed,that he imagined, his ſicknefle began in- 
fantly a little to leaue him,and promiſed him a ſpeedy reconery. 

Somewhat carly the next morning, the Lady, incare of her ficke Sons 
hcalth,was vp and ready betimes, and taking another Gemlewoman wich 
her 3 onely as a morning recreation, {hee walked to Frederigees paore 
Countrey Farme, knowing that it would not a little glad himto ſec her. 
Atthetime of her arriuall there, he was (by chance) in a filly Garden;on - 
the backe-ſide of the Houſe, becauſe (as yet) it was no conuenient time 
for flight : but when he heard, that Madam Gre» was come thither, and 
defired to haue ſome conference with him ; as one almoſt confounded 
with admiration, in all haſt heran to her, and ſaluted her with meſt hum- 
ble reverence. She in all modeſt and gracious manner,requited him with 
the like falutations,thus ſpeaking to him. S#gntor Frederigo, your owne 
beſt wiſhes befriend you, I am now comehither, to recompenceſome 
part of your paſſed trauailes, which heretofore you pretended to ſuffer for 
my ſake,vhen your loue was more to me,then did well become you toof- 
fer, or my ſclfe to accept. And ſuch is the nature of my recompence;thar 
I make my ſclfe your gueſt, and meane this day to dine with you, as alſo 
this Gentlewoman, making no doubt of our welcome twhereto, with 
lowly reuerence,thus he replyed. | 

Madam, I doe not remember, thateuer Tſuſtained any loſſe or hinde- 

rance 
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rance by you, bur rather ſo much good, as if I was worth any thing, it 

occeded from your great deſervings, and by the ſcruice in which I did 
Rand engaged to you. But my preſent happineſſe can no way be equal- 
ted, derived from your ſuper-abounding gracious fanour, and morethen 
common courſe of kindneſ{c, vouchſafing (of your owne liberall nature) 
rocome and viſitſo poore aſcruant. Oh that I had as much toſpend a+ 
gaine, as heretofore riotouſly I haue runne thorow : what a welcome 
would your poore Hoſt beſtow ypon you, for gracingthis homely houſe 
with your diuine preſence ? With theſe wordes, he conducted her into 
his houſe,and ther-into his ſimple Garden, where hauing no conuenient 
company for her,he ſaid. Madam, thepouerty of this piace is ſuch, that 
it affoordeth-none fit for your converſation : this poore woman, wifet 
an honeſt Husbandman will attend on you, while I (with ſome ſpeede) 
ſhall make ready dinner. 

Poore Frederepo, although his neceſſity was extreame, and his greefe 
great, retnembring his former inordinate expences, a moity whereof 
would now have ſtood him in ſome ſtead ; yer he had a heartas freeand 
forward as cuer, no a iotte dereted in his minde, though viterly oner- 
throwne by Fortune. Alas! how was his good ſoule afflicted, that he had 
nothing wherewith to honour his Lady ? Vp and downe herunnes, one 
while this way, then againe another, exclaiming on his diſaſtrous Fate, 
like a man enraged,or bereft of ſenſes : for he had not one peny of mony 
neither pawne or pledge, wherewith to procure any. The time haſted 
on, and he would gladly(though in meane meaſure)exprefle his honow 
rable reſpec of the Lady. To begge of any,bis nature denicd ir, and to 
borrow he could not, becauſe his neighbours were all as necdie as him- 
{clfe. | 

Atlaſt, looking round about, and ſecing his Faulcon anding on her 
pearch,which he felt to be very*®plumpe and far, being voyde of all other 
helpes in his neede, and thinking her to be a Fowle meere for ſo Noble a 
Ladyto feede on : without any turther demuring or delay, he pluckr off 
her necke, and cauled the poore woman preſently to pull her Feathers ; 
which bring done, he put her on the ſpit, and in / fag time ſhe was dain- 
tily roaſted, Himlclte courred the Tablc,ſer bread and ſalt on and laid the 
Napkins, whereot he had buta few left him. Going then with chearfull 
lookes'into the Garden, telling the Lady that dinner was ready, and no- 
thing now wanted, bur hcr prefence. Shee, and the Gentlewoman went 
ingand beingſated arthe Table,not knowing what they fed on, the Faul- 
con was all their foode , and Frederigo not alittle joyfull, that his credite 
was {o well ſaued. When they were riſen fromthe table, and had ſpent 
ſojae {mall time in familiar conference : fhe Lady rhonght it fir, to ac- 
quaint him with the reaſon of her comming thither,and therefore(in ve- 
ry kinde manner)thus began. | 

Freaerigo,it youdo yet remember your former carriage towards mee, 
as alſo my many modeſt and chaſte denials, which(perhaps)ycuthought 
to ſayour of a harlh, crucll, and vn-womanly nature, I make no goubr, 
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but you will wonder at my preſent \preſumption, when you waderſtand 
the occaſion, which cxprefſely mooged mero/come hither, Bur if you! 
were poſſeſſed of children,or euer had any, wheteby you might compre- 
hend what louc(in nature)is duevarothem 7: then | durſt aſſure my ſclte, 
that you would partly hold me cxcufed; 


Now, in regard that you ncuer had any, and .may* ſelfetfor my patt) 
haue but onely one, I ſtand not exempted from thoſe Lawes, which 
arc in commonto orhet mothers. Amd being compelled to obey the po- 
wer of thoſe Lawes; contrary tomine owne. will, and thoſe duties which 
reaſon ought to maintaine,] am to requelt ſuch.a gift of you;which I am 
certaine,that you do make moſt precious account of,aSin manly equity 
you cando ao lefſc. For Fortune hath bin ſo extreamly aduerſe to you, 
that ſhe hath robbed you of all other pleaſures, allowing you no comfort 
or dclight,butonely thatpoore oney which is yout faire Faulcone, Of 
which Bird, my Sonne 1s become ſo-ftrangely defirous, as,if I doe not 
bring irto him at my comming homie; 1 feare ſomuch,the extreamity of 
his ſickneſſe, as nothing can enſue thereon, but- his loſle of life. VV here- 
fore I beſecch you, not in regard ofthe loue yourhave borne me,tor ther= 
by you ſtand no way obliged : burn your owne true gentle nature (the 
which hath alwayes declaredr felfe:ready in you,to do more kinde offi- 
ccs generally, then any other Gentleman thar I know) you will be plea» 
ſed to giueher me,or at the leaſt, ler” me buy her of you. Which it you 
do, I ſhall freely thenconteſſe, that onely by your meanes, my Sonnes 
life is ſaued,and we both ſhall for euer remainceengaged to you, 

Whea Frederizo had heard the Ladies requeſt, which was now quite 
out of his power to graunt, becauſeit had bene her ſeruice at dinner: he 
toad like a man mcercly dulled in his ſences, the teares trickling amaine 
downe his checkes, and he not ableto vtter one word. Which ſhe per- 
cciuing,began to conieQure immediately, that theſe teares and paſſions 
procecded rather from greete of minde, as being loather ro part with his 
Faulcon,then any other kinde of manner : which made her ready to ſay, 
that ſh: would not hauc it. Neuerthelcfle ſhe did not ſpeake, but rather 
rarried to attend his anſwer. Which,after ſome ſmall reſpite and pauſe, 
he returncd in this manner. 

Madame, ſince the houre, when firſt mige affetion became ſoly de 
uored to your ſeruice; Fortunchath bene crofſe and contrary to me, int 
many occaſions,as iuſtly, and in govd teaſon I may complain of her, Yet 
all ſeemed lightand caſte ro be indured,in compariſon of her prelent ma- 
licious contradiftion,to my vtter ouerthrow, and perpetuall molleſtati- 
on. Conſidering, that you are come hitherto my poore houſe, which 
(whileI was rich and able) you would not ſo much as vouchſafe to Jooke 
on. And now you haverequeſted a {mall matter of me,whercin ſhe hath 
alſo moſt crookedly thwarted me, becauſe ſhe hath diſabled me, in be- 
ſtowing ſo meane a gift, as your ſelfe will confeſſe, whea it ſhall be rela- 
ted to you in few words. 


So ſoone as I heard, that it was your gracious pleaſure to dine with 
| me, 
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me,hauingregard to your excellency, and what (by mcrit)is iuſtly duc 
yato you ; Ithought ut a part of my boundcn dury, to entertaince you 
with ſuch exquiſite viands, as my poore power could any way —_—_ 
and farre beyond reſpe& or welcome, 'toother, common and ordinary 
perſons. Whereupon, remembringmy Faulcon, which now you aske 
tor ; and her goodnelle, cxcclling all other of herkiade; I ſuppoſed,that 
ſhe would make a dainty diſh for your dyet, and: hauing drefſther,ſo well 
as I could deuiſe to do: you have fed heartily on her,and I am proud that 
I haue fo well beſtowne her. But percciving now, that you would hauc 
her for your ſicke Sonne , it is no meane afiition rome, that Iam dila- 
bled of ycelding you contentment, which allwy life rime { hauc defired 
todoe, I; | 

To approuc his words, the feathers, fecte. and beake were brought in, 
which whenſhe ſaw,ſhe greatiy blamed him for killing ſorarc a Faulcon, 
to contentthe appetite of any woman whatſocuer. Yer ſhe commended 
his height of ſpirit, which poucrty had nopower1o abaſe. Laſtly, her 
hop:s being fruſtrate for cnioying the Faulcon, and fearing beſides the 
health of her Soane, ſhe thanked Friderizo for his honorable kindneſle, 
returning home againc {ad and melancholly, Shortly after,her ſonne ci- 
ther greeuing that he could not haue the Faulcon, or by extreamity of 
his diſeaſe, chanced to dyc,leauing his mother a moſt wofull Lady, 

After ſo much time was expired,as conucniently might agree with ſor- 
row, and mourning ; her Brethren made many motions to her,to 10yne 
her ſelte in marriage againe, becaulc ſhe was extraordinarily rich, and as 
yet bur yongin yeares; Now although ſhe was well contented neuerto 
be matried any more; yet being continually importuned by them, and 
reime:nbring th? honorable honeſty of Freder:go,his [aſt poore, yer mag- 
nificent dinncr,in killing his Favlcon for her ſake, ſhe faideto her Bre» 
thren. This kind of widowed eſtate doth like me ſo well,as willingly I 
would never leaueit : butſecing you are ſo carneſt for my ſecond marri- 
age,let me plainly tellyou,chatI will neuer accept of any other husband, 
but onely Frederigo di Alberino. 

Her Brethren in ſcornefull manner reprooued her, telling her, that he 
was a b:gger, and had nothing left to keepehim in the world. I know it 
well (quoth (ſhe and am heartily ſorry for it. But giue me araanthat hath 
necde of wealth, rather then wealththat hath neede ofa man. The Bre- 
thren hearing how {heſtood addi&ed, and knowing Frederigsto be a 
worthy Gentleman, though poucrty had diſgraced him in the World : 
conſcnted thereto,ſo the beſtowed her ſelfe and her riches on him. He on 
the other ſide, having (o noble a Lady to his Wife,and the ſame whom he 
had [0 long and deerely loued, ſubmitted all his faireſt Fortunes vato her, 
became a better husband (for the world )then before,and they liued,and 
loued together inequallioy and happineſle. 
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Pedro di Vinciolo wert to ſup at a friends houſe in the City. Hi wife(tn the 
meane while) had a young man when jhee loued, at ſupper with her. Pedro 
returning home on a ſodaine, the young man was bidden wnder a Coope for 
Hens. Pedro in excuſe of his ſo ſoone comming home, declareth how in the 
houſe of Herculano(with whom he fhould haue ſupt) a friend of bis wines 
was found,which was the reaſon of the Suppers breaking off, Pedroes wife 
reprouing the error of Herculanoes wife,an Aſſe (by chance) treads on the 
yong mans fingers that lay hidden vnaer the Hen-coope.V pon his crying out 
Pedro ſteppeth thither, ſees him,knowes him,and findeth the fallacy of hi 
wife, with whom(nenuertheleſſe )be groweth to agreement, in regard of ſome 
amper fettions in hin;ſcife. 

The Tenth Nouell. 

Reprehenaing the cunning of immodeſt women,who by abuſing themſelues, dd 

throw euill aſper ſions on all their Sexe, 
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"He Queeties Nouell being ended, and all applauding the happy for- 
tune of Frederigo,as alſo the noble nature of Madam Giana : Dioneus 
expeing no command, prepared to deliuer his diſcowſe inthis maner, 
[ know not whether I ſhould terme ita vice accidentall, and inſuing tho. 
row the badnes of complexions on ys morrtals; or an error in Nature, to 
reioyce rather at lewd accidenes,then at deeds that deferue commendari-. 
on eſpecially when they no way concern our ſetues. Now,in regard that 
all the paines I hauc hithertoraken,and amalſo ro vndergo at this preſent 
aymeth at tio orher end,but onely ro purge your minds of mefanicholly, 
and entertain the time with mirthful matrer:pardon me I pray you (faire 
Ladies)if my Talc trip in ſome ns fauour alittle of immodeſty; yet 
n in 
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in hearing it, you may obſeruethe ſame courſe, as you doe in pleaſing 
and delightfull Gardens, plucke a{weete Roſe, and preſerue your fingers 
from pricking. W hich very cafily you may doe, winking at the imper- 
feions of a tooliſh man, and ſmiling at the amourous ſubtilries of his 
Wife, compaſſionating the misfortune of others, where vrgent neceſſity 
doth require it. 

T here dwclt not long fince in Peryg/a,a wealthy man named Pedro 4; 
Vintiolo,who perhaps more to decciue ſome other, and reſtraine an euill 
opinion which the Perwg/ans had conceiued of him,in matter no way be- 
{ceming a man, then any beauty or good feature remaining in the woman 
entred into the cſtate of marriage. And Fortune was ſo conforme to him 
in his elction,that the woman whom he had made his wite,had a yong, 
luſty, and well enabled bodic,a red-haird Wench, hot and fiery ſpirited, 
ſtanding morc in neede of three Husbands, then he, who could not any 
way wcll content one Wite, becauſc his minde ran more on his mony, 
then thoſe offices and dutics belonging to wedlock, which time acquaine« 
red his Wife withall, contrary to her owne expcctation, and thoſe de- 
lizhts which the cſtate of marriage afforded, knowing her ſeltc alſoto be 
of a ſprizhtly diſpofition, and nor to be caſftly ramed by houſhold cares 
and atrendances.ſhce waxed weary of her husbands vakind courſes, vp- 
braid:d lim daily with harſh ſpeeches, making his owne home mecrly 
as a hicll to him. 

When ſhe ſaw thatthis domeſticke diſquictneſſe returned her no be- 
nefir, but rather tended to her own conſumprion,'then any amendment 
in her miſcrable Husband, ſhee began thus to conferre with hcr priuate 
thoughts. This Husband of mine liueth with me, as if he were no Huſ- 
band, orI his Wite 3 the marriage bed, which ſhould be a comfort to vs 
both, ſcemerh hatctull ro him, and as little pleafingto mee, becauſe his 
minde 150n his money, his head buficd with worldly cogitations, and 
carly and late in his counting-houle, admitting no tamiliar conuet ſation 
wich me. Why ſhould not | be as reſpeAlefle of him,as he declares him 
(c]Itero be of me © I rooke him for an Husband, brought him a good and 
futhcient Dowry, thinking him to be a man, and affeftted a woman as a 
man ought to doe, clſc he had ncuer beene any Husband of mine. If he 
be a Woman harer, why did he make'choice of meto be his Wife ?If I 
had not intended to be of the World, I could haue coopt my ſelje vp in 
a Cloyltcr,and ſhorne my {clic a Nunne, but that 1 was not born to ſuch 
ſeuerny of life, My youth {hall beblaſted with age beforel can truly vn- 
derſtand what youth is,and I ſhall be branded with the diſgraceful word 
barrennefle, knowing my lelfe meere and able tobe a Mother, were my 
Husband bur worthy'the name of a Father, orexpeEtcd iſſue and poſtert- 
Ys to Icauciour memoxiall to after times in our race, as all our predeceſ- 

urs formerly haue done, and for which mariage was chicfly inſtituted, 
Caſtles long belieged,doe yec!d atthe laſt,and women wronged by their 
owne husbands.can hazely warrant thcir owne frailery, clpecially lining 
among 10 many temptayons, which Eclh andbloud arc not alwaies able 
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to reſiſt, Well, I meane to be aduiſed iothis caſe,before I will hazard 
my honeſt reputation,cither to ſuſpition or ſcandall, then which, no 
woman can haue two heauier enemics,and very few there are that can 
eſcape them. 

Hauiog thus a long while conſulted with her ſelfe, and (perhaps) 
oftner then twice or thrice z ſhe became ſecretly ccatalited 1 withan 
ag:d woman,, generally reputed to be more then halfea Saint, walk- 
ing alwayes very demurely intheſtreetes, counting (ouer and ouer ) 
her Paters Nefters, and allthe Cities holy pardons hanging at her pir- 
dlencuer talking of any thing, butthe lives of the holy Fathers, or 
the woundes of Saint Frawces, all the World admiring her ſanQity 
of life, eucn as if ſhze were divinely inſpired : this ſhee Saint muſt 
bee our diitreſſed womans Counlcllour, and having found out a 
conuenient ſeaſon, at large ſhe imparted all her minde to her, inſome 
{ach manner as formerly you haue heard, vvyhereto ſhereturned this 
anſwer, 

Now truſt me Daughter, thy caſe is to be pittied, and ſo much the 
rather, becauſe thou art in the lowre and ſpring time of thy youth, 
when nota minute of tine isto bee left : for there is no greater an 
errour in this life, then the loſſe of time, becauſe it cannot bee recoue- 
red againez and when theficnds themſelues affright vs, yer if wee 
keepe our embers ſtill coucred with warme aſhes onthe hearth, they 
haue notany power to. hurt vs. If any one cantruly ſpeake thereof, 
then I am able rodeliuer true' teſtimony ; for I know, but not with- 
out much preturbation of 1.zinde, and piercing aflitons in the ſpi- 
rit; how much time 1 ioſt without any profit, And yer Iloſtnot all, 
for I would not haue thee thinke me to bee {o fooliſh, that I did al- 
troperher negle& ſuch aa cſpeciall benefit ; which when call to mind, 
and conſider now in what condirion Iam, thou muſt imagine, it is 
no ſmall hearts griefe to mee,that age ſhould make me vtterly deſpiled, 
and no fire affoorded to light my tinder, 

With men it is not ſo, they are borne apt for a-thouſand occaſi. 
ons, as well tor the prelent purpoſe wee talke of, as infinite other be- 
fide; yea, and many of them are more eſteemed being aged, then 
when they were young, But women ſerue onely for mens contenta- 
tion, andtobring Children ; andtherefore are they generally bclo- 
ued, which if they faile of, cither itis by vafortunate marriage, or 
ſome imperfeQion depending on nature, nor through want of good 
will in themſelues, Wee hauc nothing in this World but what is gi- 
uenvs, in whichregard, wee are to make vic of our time, and em- 
ploy it the better while wee haue it. For, whea wee grow to bee 
old, our Husbands, yea, our very deareſt and neareſt Friends, will 
ſcaiſcly looke on vs. Weearethen fit for nothing, buttoſit by the 
fire in the Kitchin, telling tales to the Car, or counting the Pors and 
Pannes on the ſhelues. Nay, which is worſe, Rimes and Songs 5 
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made of vs, cu-nin meere contempt of our age, and commendation 
of ſuch asare young, the dainticſt morſels are fitteſt for them, and 
weereferred to feed on the ſcrappes from their Trenchers, or ſuch 
reuerſion as they can ſpare vs. I tell thee Daughter, thou couldſt 
not make choyce of a meeter woman in all the City, ro whom thou 
mighreſt ſafely open thy minde, and knowes betterto aduilſe thee 
then I doe. Bur remember withall, that I am poore, and itis your 
part not to ſuff-r pouerty to bee vaſupplyed. I will make thee par- 
taker of all theſe bleſſed pardons, at cucry Altar I will lay a Pater 
Noſter, and an Aue Maria that thou mailt profper inthy hearts deſires, 
and be defended from foule finne and ſhame.and ſo ſhe ended her Mo- 
therly counſel], 

Withina while after, it came to paſſe, that her Husband was 
inuited foorth to ſupper, with one named Herculano, a kinde Friend 
of his, but his Wite refuſed rogoe, becauſe ſhe had appointed a Fri- 
end to Supper with her, to whomthe old woman was employed as 
her meſſenger , and was well recompenced for her labour, This 
fricad was a gallant proper;youth, as any all Perwg/4 yeelded, and 
ſcarcely was hee ſeared at the Table, but her Husband was retarned 
backe, and called to bee let in at th: doore, Which when ſhee 
perceiued, ſhe was almoſt halfe dead witi feare, and coucting to hide 
the young man, that her Husbaad ſhould te haue any ſight of him, 
ſh:c had no other meanes, butin'ancatry, hard by the Parlour where 
they purpoſed e& haue ſept, ſtood a Cope or Hen-pen, wherein 
ſhce vſed to keepe her Pullen , vnder which hee crept, and then 
ſhev couered it vvith an olde empty Sacke, and after ranne to let 
her Husbaad comein, When hce was entred into the Houſe ; as 
halte offendedar his ſo ſudden returne, angerly he fſaide : Ir ſeemes 
Sir you are a ſhauer at your meate, that you haue made ſo ſhort 
a Supper, In troth Wite (quoth hec) I haue not ſupt at all, no 
nor ſv much as eaten one bit. How hapned that , ſaid the wo- 
man * Marry Wite (quoth hee) I vvill tell yon, and then thus be 
began. 

As Herculano, his Wife, andI were fitting downe at the Table, 
very neete vnto vs wee heard one ſneeze, whereofat the firſt wee 
made no recknoning, vntill wee heard it againe the ſecond time, yea, 
a third, fourth, and fifth, and many more after, whereat wee were 
not alittle amazed, Now VViife I muſt eell you, before wee catred 
the roome where we were to ſupt, Hercu/ances Wife kept the doore 
faſt ſhut againſt vs, and yvouldnot let vs enter in an indifterent while; 
which made him then ſomewhat offended, bur now much more, 
when hee had heard one to ſneeze {o often, Demaunded of her a 
realon forit, and who it was that thus ſneezed in his Houſe : hee 
ſtarred from the Table, and ſeppingto a little doore neerc the ſtaires 
ucad,neceſlarily made.,tofet ſuch thipgs in,as otherwiſe would be trou- 


blelome 
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bleſpmetothe roome, (as in all Houſes we commonly ſeethe like) he 
perceiued,that the party was hidden there, which wee had heard ſo of- 
rentolnceze before. | 

No ſooner had hee opened the doore, but ſuch a ſmell of brim- 
ſtane came foorth (whereot wee felt notthe leaſt ſauour before) as 
made vs likewiſe to cough and ſneeze, being no way able to refraine 
it, Shee ſeeing her Husband to bee much mouecd, cxcaſed the mar« 
ter thus : that (but a little while before) ſhee had whited certaine 
linnen with the ſmoake of brimſtone, as it is a viuall thing to doe, 
and then ſet the Pan into that ſpare place, becauſe it ſhould not bee 
offenſiue to vs. By this time, Hercalano had eſpicd him that ſnee- 
zed, who bcing almoſt ſtifled with the ſmell, and cloſeneſſe ofthe 
ſmall roome whereia hee lay , had not any power to helpe him- 
{clfe, bur ſtill continued coughing and ſneezing, cuen as if his he-rt 
would haue ſplitin twaine. Foorth hee pluckt him by the heeles, 
and perceiving how' matter had paſt, hee ſaideto her. I thanke you 
Wite, now I ce thereaſon , why you kept vs ſo lone from com- 
ming into this roome let : mee dic, it I beare this wrong at your 
hands. When his Wife heard theſe words, and ſaw the diſcouery 
of her ſhame z without returning ether excuſc or anſwer”, foorth of 
doores ſhee ranne, but whither, wee know not. Heyculare drew his 
Dagger, and would haue ſlaine him that ſtill lay ſneczing : but [dif- 
ſwaded him from it, as well in 'refpe& of his, as alſo mine owne 
danger, when the Law ſhovld cenſure on the deede, And} after the 
young man was indifferently; recoucred ; by the pearſwaſion of 
ſome Neighbours comming in : hee was cloſely conueyed out of 
the Houſe, and all the noyſe quietly pacified. Oaely (by 
this meanes, and the flight of -Herculanves Wite) wee were diſappoin- 
red of our Supper ; and now you know the realon of my fo ſoonere- 
turning, 

hen ſhee had heard this whole diſcourſe, then ſhee perceiued, 
that other Women were ſubie&to the like infirmitic, andas wiſe for 
themſclues, as ſhee could be 5 though theſe the like ſiniſter accidents 
might ſometime crofſe them : and gladly ſhee wiſhed, that Hercula- 
#2es Wiues excuſe , 'might now fſerue to acquite her :- bur be- 
cauſe in blaming others errours, our owne may ſometime chance to 
eſcape diſcouery, and cleare vs; albeit wee areas guilty; inaſharpe 
reprchending manner, thus ſhee began.” Sce Husband, heere is han- 
ſome bchaniour, ofan holy faire-ſceming, and Sainr like woman, to 
whom 1 durſt hauc confeſt my ſinnes, I conceived ſuch a religious 
perſwaſion of her liues integrery, free fromthe leaſt ſcruple of raxa- 
tion. A woman, ſo farreſtept into yeeres, as ſhee is, to giue ſuch 
an cuill example to younger women, is it not a ſinne beyond all 
ſufferance £ Accurſed_ be the houre ,vhen ſhe was borne into this 
World, and her ſelfe likewiſe, to þec ſo lewdly and incontinently 
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; given 3 anvaiucrſall ſhame and {launder,to all the good women of our 
City. 

"Shall I rearme hera woman, orrather ſome ſauage monſter in 8 
womans ſhape * Hath ſhee not made an open proſtitution of her 
honeſty, broken her plighred faith ro her Husband, and allthe wo- 
manly reputation ſhee had in this World ? Her Husband, being an 
honourable Cirizen, entreating her alwayes, as few men cllſc in the 
City doc their wiucs'; what an heart.breake muſt this ncedes bee 
to him, good man * Neither I, nor any honeſt manelſe, ought ro 
haue any pity on her, but /with our owne hands) teare her in pee« 
ces, or dragge hcralong to a good fire inthe Market place,wherein ſhe 
and her minion ({hould be conſumed rogether, and their baſe aſhes di- 
ſpcrſcd abroad in the winde, leaſt the pure Aire ſhould be infeaed 
with thery, 

Then, remembring her owne caſe, and her poore -affrighted 
friend, wholay in ſuch diſtreſſe vnder the Hen coope ; ſhe began to 
aduilc her Husbandythat he would be plcaſcd to go to bed,becauſe the 
night paſſed on apace, But Pearo,hauing a better will to cate, then to 
{l:cpe, deſired her to let him haue ſome meate, elſe hee muſt goe 
tobed with an empty belliez whereto ſhce anſwered, Why Hul- 
band (quoth ſhce) doe I make any large prouifion, when I ara de- 
bard of your company * I would I were the Wite of Hercnlano, 
ſecing you cannot content your ſclfe from one nights feeding,conl1- 
dcring,it is now ouer-late tomake any thing ready. 

It ftortuncd, that certaine Husbandmen, which had the char 
ot Pedrees Farme-houſe in the Countrey, and there followed his 
afti ues of Husbandry, were returned home this inſtant night, haui 
their Aﬀes laden with ſuch proviſion , as was to bee vicd in his 


City-houſe, Whenthe Aﬀes were vnladen, and fct vp ina {mall 


5:able, without wateting ; one off them being (belike) more thirſty 


theathereſt, brake looſe, and wandering all about ſmelling to ſecke 
water, happened into the entry, where the young may lay hidden 
ynder the Hen pen. Now, hee being conſtrained (like a Carpe) 
to lycflat on hs belly, becauſe the Coope was ouer-weighty for 
him to carry , and one of his hands more extended foorth, then 
was requiſite for him in ſo vrgent a ſhift : it was his hap ( or ill 
lorrune rather) thatthe Aſſeſer his foote on the young mans fingers, 
treading fo hard, and the paine being very irkeſome to him, as hee 
was enforced to cry outaloude : which Pedro heating, he wondered 
thereat nor a litrle. 

| Knowing that this cry was in his houſe, hee tooke the Candle in 
his hand, and going foorth -of the Parlour, heard the cry to be lou- 
dcr; becauſe the Afſe remoued not_his toore, but rather trod the 
more firmely on his hand. Comming tothe Coope,driuing the Aſle, 
and caking off the old lacke,he efpyed the young man, who, beſide the 


painfull 
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painefull anguiſh he felt of his fingers, aroſe vp trembling, | as feari 
{ome outrage beſide to bee offered him by Pears, who knew the 
youth perfetly, aud demaunded of him, how he came thither. No 
anſwere did hee make to that queſtion, bue hambly entreated (for 
charitics ſake) that hee would not doe him any harme. PFeare not 
(quoth Pedro) I will not offer thee any violence : onely tell mee 
how thou cameſt hither,and for what occaſion, whereinthe youth ful- 
ly refolued him. | 

Pedro being no lefle ioytull for thus finding him, then his Wife 
was ſorrowfull, tooke him by the hand, and brought him into the 
Parlour, where ſhee (are trembling and quaking, as not knowing 
whatto ſay in this diſtreſſe, Seating himſelfe dire&iy before her. 
and holding the youth till faſt by the hand, thus hee began. Oh 
Wife ! What bitter ſpeeches did you vie(cuen now)agaiaſt the Wite 
of Herculano, maintaining that ſhee had ſhamed all other women,and 
iuſtly deſerued tobe burned ? Why did you not fay as much of your 
ſelfe 2 Or, if you had not the heart to ſpeake, how could you bee ſo 
cruell againſt her, knowing your offence as great as hers : Queſtion- 
lefſe, nothing elſe vrged you thereto, bur that all women are of one 
and the ſame condition, couering their owne grofle faults by farre in- 
feriour infirmities in others, You are a peruerſe generation, meerely 
falſe in your faircſt ſhewes. 

When ſhe ſaw that he offered her no other violence, but gaue her 
ſuch vaunting and reproachtull ſpeeches, holding ſtill the young 
man before her face, meerely vexe and deſpight her : ſhee began to 
rake heart, and thus replicd. Doeſt thou compare mee with the 
Wife of RHerculano, who is an old, diſſembling hypocrite 2 Yet ſhe 
can haue of him whatlocuer ſhee deftreth, and he vieth her as a wo- 
man ought to be, which fauour I could neuer yet inde atthy hands. Put 
the caſe, that thou keepeſt me in good garments ; allowing mee to 
goeneatly hoſed andſhod; yetwellchou knoweſt, there are other 
meere matters belonging to a woman, and euery way as neceſſarily 
required, borh for the preſeruation of Houlhold quictnefle, and 
thoſe other rites berweencea Husband and Wife; Let mee be worſer 


earmented, courſer dieted, yea, debarred of all pleaſure and delights z 
fo I might once be worthy the name-of a Mother, and leauc fome 


remembrance of woman-hood behinde me.  T tell thee plainely Pe- 
aro, Tama woman as others are, and ſubie& to the ſame defires, as 
(by nature) attendcrh on fleſh and blood ; Jooke how thou faileſt in 
kindneſſe towards me, thinket not amiſſe,if Idae the likero thee,and 
endeauour thou to winthe worthy ticle of a Father,becauſeT was made 
tobe Mother. His THGDEMM PIUS 25799” 
When?edro perceined, that his Wife had ſpoken nothing bur rea- 
ſon, in regardofhis ower-much negle& towards her,and not viing ſuch 


Houſhold kindneſſe, as ought ro be betweene Man and "Wife, hee 
returned 
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returned her this anſwer. Well Wife (quoth he} Icontefle my 
fault, and hereafter will labour to amend ir , conditionally, that this 
youth, nor any other, may no more viſite my Houſe in my abſence. 
Ger me therefore ſomething to eate, for doubtleſſe, this young man 
and thy ſelfe fell ſhort of your Supper, by reaſon of my fo foone re- 
turning home. In troth Hnsband, ſaide ſhe, we did not cate one 
bit of apy thing, and I will be atruc and loyall Wife to thee, fo 
thou wilt be the like tome. No more wo:dsthen Wite, replyed Pe. 
dro, all is forgotten and forgiuen, let vs to Supper, ana we arc all 
friends. She ſecing his anger was ſo well appeaſed, lovingly kiſſed 
him, and laying the cloth, ſet on the ſupper, which {he had provi- 
ded for her ſelte and the youth, and ſo they ſupt together merrily, 
not one yakinde word paſſing betweene them. After Supper, the 
youth was |: at away in in friendly manner, and Pedro was alwayes 
afterward more louing to his Wife, then formerly hee had Veene, 
and no complaint paſſed on cither {ide., but mutuall ioy and 
Houſhold contentment, ſuch as ought to bee betweene Man and 
Wie, 

Dione having ended this his Tale, for which the Ladics returned 
him no thankes, but rather angerly frowned on him : the Queene, 
knowing, that her gouernment was now concluded, aroſe, and ta- 
king oft her Crowne of Lawrell, placed it graciouſly on the head 
of Madime Etz8, ſaying. Now Madame, it is your turneto com- 
maund, E/iz4 hauing reccjucd the honour, did (in all reſpects )} 
235 others formerly had done, and after ſhee had enſttuR.d ihe 
M:ſter of the - Houſhold, concerning his chargeduring the time of 
hr Regiment, for contcntation of all th: company y: thus ſhee 
ipake. 

We haue long ſince heard,that with witty words, readly an{weres 
and ſudden ieſts or raunts,many hare che-kr and reprove;] great fol- 
ly in others,andtotheir n> meznc ownecommendation. Now, becauſe 
It is a plealing kinde of argument, miniſtring occaſion of mirth and 
wit : my defire is, that all our diſcourſe ro morrow-! ſhall tend 
thereto, {Imeanc of ſuch perſons, cither Men or Women, who 
wich ſome ſuddca witty anſwere, haue encountred a fcorner in his 
owne intention, and layedthe blame where it juſtly belonged. Eue- 
ry ohne commended the Quecnes appointment, becauſe ir ſauoured 
of good wit and judgement; and the Queene being riſen, they 
were all diſcharged cill ſupper time, falling to ſuch ſcuerall exerciſes as 
themſclucs beſt tancyed. 

When Supp*rwas ended, and the inſtruments layed before them ; 
by the Quieenes conſent, Madam e«Amilis vndertooke the daunce, 
and the Syhg was dppointed to'Drovews, who began many, bur none 
thar proved to any bking, they were (o palpably obſccene.and idle, 
{auouring altogether of tus owhe wanton diſpoſicion. Ar the teagth, 
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the Queene looking ſtcarnely on him, and commanding him to ling a 
good one,or none at all zthus he began. 


' The Song, 


7% can ye not refraine your hourely weeping ? 
Eaves, how are you depriu d of ſweete attentton 2 

Thoughts, haue you loſt your quiet ſilent ſleeping * 

Wit, who bath rob 'd thee of thy rare inuention ? 
The lacke of theſe,being life and motion giuine : 
Areſenſeleſſe ſpapes,and no true ſignes of lining, 


Eyes, when you gaz d wpon her Angell beauty ; 
Eares, while you heard her ſweete delitious ſtraines, 
Thoughts (ſleeping then) aid yet per forme their duty, 
Wit, tooke (prightly pleaſure in his paines. 
IWhile ſhee aid lane, then none of theſe were ſcanting, 
But now (being dead) they all are gone,and wanting. 


After that Dzozews(by proceeding no further)declarcd the finiſhing 
of his Song; many more were ſung beſide, and that of Dzonews 
highly commended, Some part of the night being ſpent in other de- 
lightfull exerciſes,and a fitting houre for rcſt drawing on : they be- 
tooke themſclues totheir Chambers, where we will leauc themcull co 


morrow morning. 


FI3NJS. 


